
“How May I Know I Shall Have It?” 
(Genesis 15) 

 
 
 

 Our passage this evening again deals with the matter of assurance:  how we can 
know that what the Lord has promised us, He will fulfill.  Assurance is security.  We all 
want to know and need to know that certain things will be there for us when we really need 
them.  You children want to know that your daddy and mommy will always be there for 
you when you need their love and support.  Maybe you don’t think about it very often, 
because they have always been there for you.  But it’s sad to think about the many daddies 
and mommies who don’t love their children, who not only don’t provide them with what 
they need and don’t protect them, but who actually hurt them instead.  You young men and 
women here who are almost adults, who may shortly get married and leave home to start a 
home of your own, you look at the future and wonder whether or not you’re going to make 
it, whether if you get married your marriage will be a good one, whether the man or 
woman you marry will truly be a Christian, whether you will be able to get the education 
and training you’ll need to be able to survive financially and provide for your family.  You 
want to know that you’ll be alright.  You who are older, who have had households for a 
while, you also want to know that you will be able to keep your jobs, that the money will 
be there, that your spouse and children will be provided for, that they will be well and 
healthy.  We all like security.  We don’t like to be in situations where we’re just not sure 
what’s going to happen.  Well you know as well as I do that the Lord hasn’t made this 
world so that everything in it will always go well.  Sometimes the things we fear do 
happen.  Times can get rough.  Health can fail, so can our employment.  The things we 
dreamed about in our youth can fall through.  Those we pledged to love our whole lives in 
marriage can fall away from the faith.  Children can also turn away from the faith and go 
into the world.  These things happen.  We really can’t have any certainty that they won’t.  
But there is one thing we can always be sure of, one thing that will never fail us, and that is 
the promise of God.  This evening I want us to again consider the faithfulness of God in a 
world of uncertainty, so that we will know what we can really trust and hold fast to.   

Last week we saw how the Lord came to Abram in a vision.  He told him not to be 
afraid of the four kings who might seek revenge, because God was his shield.  He also told 
him not to be concerned about the wealth of the world, for He was his very great reward.  
He would take care of Him.  Abram thought back to the promise God had made, that he 
would become a great nation, and that all the nations of the earth would be blessed in him.  
But he wondered how could this come about if he had no son?  And so he asked the Lord, 
“What will you give me, since I am childless?”  This servant who was born in my house is 
my heir.  He will inherit everything you have promised me.  But the Lord said no.  It 
would not be this man, but one who would come from Abram’s body.  He took him outside 
and pointed to the stars.  He said, “Count them . . . if you are able. . . .  So shall your 
descendants be.”  And Abram “believed in the Lord; and He reckoned it to him as 
righteousness.”  Abram trusted in the Lord.  He believed the promise that God made that 
He would give him the promised seed.  He looked to Christ, and received the promise of 
salvation which is through faith.   
 But there was still another promise which the Lord had for Abram.  He said to him, 
“I am the Lord who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to 
possess it.”  Now the interesting thing here is that Abram doesn’t appear simply to have 
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believed God, but asked Him, “O Lord God, how may I know that I shall possess it” (v. 
8)?  He asked him for a sign, for another confirmation that what He said was true, more 
than what He had told him earlier, when He promised him the land after Lot had gone 
down to Sodom, more than through the victory over the four kings, more than through the 
blessing pronounced on him by Melchizedek.  And so the Lord gave him more.  We saw 
before that the Lord often does things to confirm His promises to strengthen our faith.  He 
doesn’t need to, since He never lies and it’s impossible for Him to lie.  But sometimes He 
does because of the weakness of our faith.  He won’t do these things to prove Himself to 
unbelievers, but He will do them for His saints who really do believe, but who are weak in 
the faith.  This is what He does now for Abram.  It can be comforting to us to realize that 
even the father of the faithful needed to be reassured by the Lord from time to time.   
 First the Lord asked Abram to bring Him a three year old heifer, a three year old 
female goat, a three year old ram, and a turtle dove and young pigeon, which he did.  Then 
he took them and cut them in half, except for the birds, and waited for the Lord to appear 
to confirm His promise.  These animals were actually sacrifices, which were used by the 
Lord to establish His covenant with Abram.  They were meant to be pictures of the coming 
work of Christ, like all other sacrifices which were instituted by the Lord.  We might look 
at this particular ceremony as the ratification of the covenant He made with Abram.  This 
is the first time that the Lord appears to have required a sacrifice in connection with His 
promise.  In a covenant ritual of this type, the animals would be cut in half – which is 
where the expression “cutting a covenant” came from – and both parties who were making 
the covenant would walk between the pieces as a symbol of what would happen if either of 
them broke it.  In essence they were saying, “If I break this covenant, may I become like 
these animals – cut off from the land of the living.”   
 But before either Abram or the Lord walked through the pieces, a deep sleep fell 
upon Abram, and a terror and a great darkness.  And the Lord said to Abram, “Know for 
certain that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will 
be enslaved for four hundred years.  But I will judge the nation whom they will serve; and 
afterwards they will come out with many possessions” (vv. 12-14).  The Lord was 
speaking here of the children of Abram going down into Egypt at the time of Joseph.  They 
went down there so that the Lord could provide for them during the time of the famine, but 
also so they could multiply and become numerous, as the Lord was preparing to give them 
the land of Canaan.  Apparently, He was not yet ready to give the land to them, since, as 
He says in verse 16, “The iniquity of the Amorite was not yet complete.”  The Amorites 
were descended from Canaan, the grandson of Noah who was cursed.  Remember, it was 
the Canaanites that Israel would later dispossess.  They appeared to have been a very 
wicked people, whose sins included sacrificing their sons and daughters to demons, 
oppressing the poor and the stranger, and giving themselves over to very wicked lusts, 
such as the Sodomites.  The darkness and terror Abram experienced appears to have been 
associated with what was going to happen to Abram’s children in Egypt.  After they were 
there for a short while, after Joseph died, another Pharaoh was raised up who didn’t know 
Joseph, or what the Lord had done through Joseph in order to save Egypt from the famine.  
And he enslaved the Jews and put them to work, so that they wouldn’t fight against the 
Egyptians.  They would be there for four hundred years.  But afterwards, the Lord was 
going to bring them back into the land, the land that He had promised to Abram.  As for 
Abram, he was to go to his fathers in peace and be buried at a ripe old age.  These things 
would come upon his children, but not in his lifetime.   
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 Now after the Lord said this, after the sun had set, it was very dark, and there 
appeared a smoking oven and a flaming torch which passed between the pieces (v. 17).  
What these symbols mean, we really don’t know for sure.  Some have suggested that the 
smoking over represents the invisible God, since it is a flame that is covered and the torch 
represents Him as He reveals Himself to us.  Others, and I think perhaps closer to the truth, 
see the smoking oven or furnace as symbolic of the suffering of Abram’s children in Egypt 
– since Egypt is called the iron furnace (Deu. 4:20; 1 Kings 8:51) – and the torch as 
symbolic of the Lord’s deliverance out of Egypt.  Edwards saw the cut animals as 
representing the sacrifice of Christ, the smoking furnace as His sufferings, and the burning 
torch as His glory to follow.  This would fit in very well with the previous interpretation, 
since Christ, in His ministry and sufferings, actually repeats the history of His people, as 
the true Israelite, or child of God.  But anyway, the two things – the furnace and the torch – 
were symbolic of God, who passed between the pieces and made a covenant with Abram in 
which He promised to give to his descendants all the land of Canaan, “from the river of 
Egypt as far as the great river, the river Euphrates” (vv. 18-21).  Abram asked for a sign 
and the Lord gave him a sign.  He bound Himself by covenant to Abram to give him a seed 
and this great land.   
 But I want you to notice one last thing.  In covenants of this kind, both parties 
usually walked between the pieces.  In this case, Abram did not, but only the Lord.  This 
was to show Abram that the fulfillment of this promise did not depend on him, but on the 
Lord alone.  God was becoming the guarantee to Abram that the things He had promised 
would be His, to the point where He was saying, “May what was done to these animals 
come upon Me, if I do not fulfill this promise.”  Abram was called upon to trust the Lord, 
of course, and to walk before Him and be blameless, but ultimately it was God’s 
faithfulness, not Abram’s, which would bring the blessing.  The promise of God was made 
more sure.  He had guaranteed it.   
 In the same way, the Lord Jesus Christ, that which this whole ritual was pointing 
to, has become the guarantee for us that the promises of the New Covenant will be given to 
us.  We were also in covenant with God in Adam, a covenant in which Adam was 
threatened with death, if he should disobey.  And Adam failed, bringing the curse of death 
upon all of his children, upon all of us.  But Jesus took the curse upon Himself, the curse of 
the cut animals.  He was put to death on a cross to pay for the broken covenant, and 
through His perfect life, He has earned a righteousness that the Father would accept on our 
behalf.  The fact that the Lord alone walked between the pieces in Abram’s day was a 
picture to us that Jesus would one day die for us to give us the land God has promised, the 
new heavens and the new earth.  As I said, there aren’t many guarantees in life, there aren’t 
many assurances, but there is this one:  the Lord will give what He has promised to each 
one of us who will believe His promise and trust in His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  God 
has made the promise sure through His Son.  We will one day inherit that eternal kingdom, 
if we will only hold fast to Him and walk with Him in holiness.  But we mustn’t forget 
what the Lord also promises in these other areas:  even though there is no guarantee that 
we won’t have to suffer in life, the Lord promises His children that He will work them all 
together for our good and His glory (Rom. 8:28).  That means that we really don’t have to 
worry.  If the Lord is for us, who can be against us?  May the Lord comfort us with these 
words and strengthen our weak faith.  Amen.   


