
“How Majestic Is Your Name” 
(Psalm 8) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  The psalms deal, in one way or another, with God’s attributes:   
a.  Psalm 1:  holiness and justice.   
b.  Psalm 2:  power and authority.   
c.  Psalm 3:  protection and strength.   
d.  Psalm 4:  faithfulness.   
e.  Psalm 5:  hatred of evil, love of righteousness.   
f.  Psalm 6:  Savior.   
g.  Psalm 7:  Avenger.   
h.  Elements of each are in each.   

 
2.  Psalm 8 deals with the majesty of God.   

a.  Majesty has to do with all of these things and more:   
(i)  Usually attributed to kings.   
(ii)  Greatness of one’s works.   
(iii)  Grandeur of one’s being.   
(iv)  Dignity of one’s person or office.   
 

b.  Kings are known:   
(i)  For their breeding, royal blood/relationships.   
(ii)  For their great works:  political, military, humanitarian.   
(iii)  For their virtues:  beauty, strength, ability, wisdom.   
(iv)  For their office/authority.   
 

c.  God has all of these attributes:   
(i)  He is King of kings.   
(ii)  He has done great things.   
(iii)  His virtues are infinite in degree:  power, wisdom, goodness, and justice.   
(iv)  And He is perfect in holiness:  what really makes Him great.   
(v)  “How majestic is Your name.”   
 

d.  And yet, David says, look at what He has done for man.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  A great emphasis on man’s self-esteem today.   

a.  What makes him great in the world’s eyes?   
(i)  Again, relationships:  born of a king, of royalty, of public figure.   
(ii)  Great athlete, scholar, inventor, actor.   
(iii)  Beauty, morality, or lack thereof, famous/infamous.   
(iv)  Statesman, president, leader, wealth.   
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(v)  Sacrifice:  lays down life for cause.   
(vi)  In humanism, man is the measure, but some are greater than others.   

 
b.  But what really makes man great?   

(i)  His self-worth comes from his relation to God.   
(a)  We are made in His image.   
(b)  We have been given a special place and privilege.   
 

(ii)  All these other things are nothing.   
(a)  Charm is deceitful, beauty vain (Prov. 31:30).   
(b)  Man is not saved by his strength (Ps. 33:16).   
(c)  Kings, great men all go to the grave (Job 3:19).   

 
(iii)  Our relationship to our great God makes us great.   

 
2.  This morning, we will consider two things:   

a.  How great God is.   
b.  And how our self-worth comes only from our relationship to Him.    

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, David considers the majesty of God.   
1.  How it is revealed in all Creation (v. 1).   

a.  In the earth.   
(i)  Power:  skies, seas, mountains, valleys, plants, animals, man.   
(ii)  Wisdom:  design – water cycle, fruitfulness, body systems.   
(iii)  Goodness:  provision, beauty, family.   
(iv)   Justice and holiness:  famine, earthquake, tsunami.   
 

b.  In the heavens.   
(i)  Power:  vastness of universe, galaxies, stars, planets, nebula.   
(ii)  Wisdom:  design – solar systems, larger systems.   
(iii)  Goodness:  times and seasons, day/work and night/rest.   
(iv)   Justice and holiness:  effects of sin in radiation, solar and cosmic.   
 

c.  Above the heavens.   
(i)  He has displayed His splendor in heaven.   
(ii)  To the angels.   
(iii)  To saints.   
(iv)  One day to us.   

 
2.  How it is revealed in Providence, especially Redemption (v. 2).   

a.  “From the mouth of infants and nursing babes You have established strength 
because of Your adversaries, to make the enemy and the revengeful cease.”   
(i)  He delivers the weak from the strong.   
(ii)  He destroys His enemies.   
(iii)  The weak praise Him for it.   
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b.  This is especially true in Redemption.   

(i)  He saved Adam and Eve from the devil (Gen. 3:15).   
(ii)  Noah and his family from the wicked (Gen. 6).   
(iii)  Abraham from the idolatrous (Gen. 12).   
(iv)  Jews from Egypt (Exodus).   
(v)  His people from Satan.   

(a)  Jesus applied this verse to those who believed Him (Matt. 11:25; 
21:16).   

(b)  His power is shown:  Crushed the serpent, overcame death.   
(c)  Wisdom:  through man came death, through man resurrection.   
(d)  Goodness:  His grace and mercy.   
(e)  Justice and holiness:  He paid the price through His Son.   

 
c.  These acts made His name great in all the earth.   

(i)  In Noah’s day, before they died; continued in world traditions.   
(ii)  Throughout the world after the Exodus.   
(iii)  In the church today and forever.   
 

d.  David considers and marvels:  “O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your 
name in all the earth” (v. 1, 9).   

 
B.  Second, David marvels at the relationship God has with man.   

1.  David considers what God has made, then considers, what is man?   
a.  That God thinks of him.   

(i)  David, “Many, O Lord my God, are the wonders which You have done, 
and Your thoughts toward us; there is none to compare with You.  If I 
would declare and speak of them, they would be too numerous to count” 
(40:5).   

(ii)  Again, “How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God!  How vast 
is the sum of them!  If I should count them, they would outnumber the 
sand” (139:17-18).   

(iii)  Why this insignificant creature?   
 
b.  That He cares for him.   

(i)  He provides for all men (Psalm 104).   
(ii)  He provided for David on many occasions.   

 
c.  That He has made him a little lower than God.   

(i)  Not in being, but position.   
(ii)  He has crowned him with glory and majesty.   
(iii)  In that He has made him to rule over the works of His hands.   
(iv)  This is how it was originally.   

 
2.  Man lost this, but regained it in Christ.   

a.  In the Fall, creation fought against man’s dominion.   
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(i)  Man was still to subdue it.   
(ii)  But now it resists with weeds, thorns, insects.   
(iii)  Man must sweat.   
(iv)  Animals are afraid and attack.   

 
b.  But in Christ, this glory and majesty is restored.   

(i)  In the New Heavens and Earth, creation is restored.   
(ii)  No more curse, no more toil/labor.   
(iii)  No more threat from beasts.   
(iv)  All in subjection to Christ – as it should be.   
(v)  And to us as His co-rulers.   

 
3.  But again, what is man that God should do this for us?   

a.  When we consider man:   
(i)  Even how he was originally.   
(ii)  Bus especially since his fall.   
(iii)  His weakness, corruption, inability to submit.   
(iv)  His rebellion and dishonoring of God.   
 

b.  What is man that God should do what He has for us?   
(i)  That He should send His Son?   
(ii)  That He should obey in our place?   
(iii)  Die in our place?   
(iv)  That He should send His Spirit to change our hearts?   
(v)  Make us heirs of heaven?   
(vi)  Make us children of God?   
(vii)  Lift us into the heavenlies to reign in His kingdom forever?   
 

c.  The answer is not in us, but God.   
(i)  He was pleased to make us like Him.   
(ii)  To give us a place of honor in His creation.   
(iii)  To restore us when we fell.   
(iv)  This is the greatness of God’s grace and mercy.   
(v)  This is another demonstration of His majesty.   

 
4.  And so what can we say?   

a.  “O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth” (v. 9)!   
b.  We must marvel, adore, trust, praise, and serve Him.   
c.  Let’s do so now as we bow before Him.  Amen.   


