
“Honor Your Father and Mother” 
(Exodus 20:12) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  In the Bible, we see many good examples of what we’re looking at this evening.   
a.  One of them is the account of Noah.   

(i)  After the flood, he planted a vineyard, made wine, and became drunk.   
(ii)  As a result, he uncovered himself in his tent; he exposes his shame.   
(iii)  One of his sons – Ham – saw him, but instead of covering his shame, 

exposed him to his brothers.   
(iv)  When the others heard, they were grieved, and entering the room 

backwards, they covered their father’s nakedness, his shame.   
 

b.  Now which honored their father?   
(i)  Obviously, Shem and Japheth.   
(ii)  For this, they received a blessing.   
(iii)  Ham, on the other hand, not only dishonored his father, but brought a 

curse on himself and on his son Canaan.   
(iv)  His descendents would be those cursed and destroyed by God through 

the descendents of Shem.   
 

2.  It’s easy to see from this, God takes this commandment very seriously.   
a.  Solomon writes, “The eye that mocks a father, and scorns a mother, the 

ravens of the valley will pick it out, and the young eagles will eat it” (Prov. 
30:17).   

b.  He tells us this evening, “Honor your father and your mother, that your days 
may be prolonged in the land which the LORD your God gives you” (Ex. 
20:12).   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  The first four commandments told us how to love and honor God.   
a.  To have Him as our God:  you shall have no other gods before you.   
b.  To worship Him as He tells us:  you shall not make for yourself an idol.   
c.  To honor His name:  you shall not take the name of the Lord your God in 

vain.   
d.  To honor Him on His day:  remember the Sabbath to keep it holy.   

 
2.  The next six tell us how to love our neighbor.   

a.  To honor our parents.   
b.  To protect life.   
c.  To keep ourselves morally pure.   
d.  To protect the property of others.   
e.  To protect the reputation of others.   
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f.  And to be content with what we have.  
 

3.  This evening, we will look at the fifth commandment.   
a.  First, it tells us that we are to honor our parents.   
b.  Second, it tells us that we are to honor all in authority.   
c.  And lastly, it tells us that God will bless us if we do.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  This commandment teaches us to honor our parents.  What does this mean?   
1.  It means first of all to obey them.   

a.  Isaac obeyed Abraham when he went to sacrifice him.   
b.  The Rechabites obeyed their father, even after he was dead.  “The word 

which came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the days of Jehoiakim the son of 
Josiah, king of Judah, saying, ‘Go to the house of the Rechabites, and speak 
to them, and bring them into the house of the LORD, into one of the 
chambers, and give them wine to drink.’  Then I took Jaazaniah the son of 
Jeremiah, son of Habazziniah, and his brothers, and all his sons, and the 
whole house of the Rechabites, and I brought them into the house of the 
LORD, into the chamber of the sons of Hanan the son of Igdaliah, the man of 
God, which was near the chamber of the officials, which was above the 
chamber of Maaseiah the son of Shallum, the doorkeeper.  Then I set before 
the men of the house of the Rechabites pitchers full of wine, and cups; and I 
said to them, ‘Drink wine!’  But they said, ‘We will not drink wine, for 
Jonadab the son of Rechab, our father, commanded us, saying, “You shall not 
drink wine, you or your sons, forever.  And you shall not build a house, and 
you shall not sow seed, and you shall not plant a vineyard or own one; but in 
tents you shall dwell all your days, that you may live many days in the land 
where you sojourn.”  And we have obeyed the voice of Jonadab the son of 
Rechab, our father, in all that he commanded us, not to drink wine all our 
days, we, our wives, our sons, or our daughters, nor to build ourselves houses 
to dwell in; and we do not have vineyard or field or seed.  We have only 
dwelt in tents, and have obeyed, and have done according to all that Jonadab 
our father commanded us.  But it came about, when Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon came up against the land, that we said, “Come and let us go to 
Jerusalem before the army of the Chaldeans and before the army of the 
Arameans.”  So we have dwelt in Jerusalem.’  Then the word of the LORD 
came to Jeremiah, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, 
“Go and say to the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, ‘Will you 
not receive instruction by listening to My words?’ declares the LORD.  ‘The 
words of Jonadab the son of Rechab, which he commanded his sons not to 
drink wine, are observed.  So they do not drink wine to this day, for they have 
obeyed their father’s command.  But I have spoken to you again and again; 
yet you have not listened to Me.  Also I have sent to you all My servants the 
prophets, sending them again and again, saying:  “Turn now every man from 
his evil way, and amend your deeds, and do not go after other gods to 
worship them, then you shall dwell in the land which I have given to you and 
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to your forefathers;” but you have not inclined your ear or listened to Me.  
Indeed, the sons of Jonadab the son of Rechab have observed the command 
of their father which he commanded them, but this people has not listened to 
Me.”’”  Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of hosts, the God of Israel, 
‘Behold, I am bringing on Judah and on all the inhabitants of Jerusalem all 
the disaster that I have pronounced against them; because I spoke to them but 
they did not listen, and I have called them but they did not answer.”’  Then 
Jeremiah said to the house of the Rechabites, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, 
the God of Israel, “Because you have obeyed the command of Jonadab your 
father, kept all his commands, and done according to all that he commanded 
you; therefore thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, Jonadab the 
son of Rechab shall not lack a man to stand before Me always’”’” (Jer. 35:1-
19).   

c.  As long as our parents’ wishes don’t conflict with God’s commandment, we 
are to listen to them and obey them.   

d.  Paul writes, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  Honor 
your father and mother (which is the first commandment with a promise), that 
it may be well with you, and that you may live long on the earth” (Eph. 6:1-
3).   

e.  Children, when your parents tells you to pick up your room, not run through 
the house, do your chores, they have the right to, and you should obey.   

 
2.  Second, it means to protect them.   

a.  Our parents protected us from starvation, sickness, destitution, our own 
foolishness when we were growing up.   

b.  We are to protect them when we are able:   
(i)  Provide for them when old.   
(ii)  Comfort them when sick.   
(iii)  Take care of them when they’re unable to care for themselves.   
(iv)  Rest homes?  Only if they insist, or if they need more help than we can 

provide.   
 

c.  Certainly, we should never do anything to injure them in any way.   
(i)  Moses writes, “He who strikes his father or his mother shall surely be put 

to death” (Ex. 21:15).   
(ii)  Solomon writes, “He who robs his father or his mother, and says, ‘It is 

not a transgression,’ is the companion of a man who destroys” (Prov. 
28:24).   

(iii)  I knew a woman once whose son tried to take away her business when 
her husband passed away.  I would hate to be in his shoes on Judgment 
Day if he doesn’t repent.   

 
3.  Third, it means to speak well of them.   

a.  When alive.   
b.  Also when dead.   
c.  To curse them is to bring a curse on ourselves.   
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(i)  Moses writes, “He who curses his father or his mother shall surely be put 
to death” (Ex. 21:17).   

(ii)  And Solomon writes, “He who curses his father or his mother, his lamp 
will go out in time of darkness” (Prov. 20:20).   

 
4.  Fourth, it means to listen to them.   

a.  Solomon writes, “Hear, my son, your father's instruction, and do not forsake 
your mother's teaching; indeed, they are a graceful wreath to your head, and 
ornaments about your neck” (Prov. 1:8-9).   

b.  He says further, “A fool rejects his father's discipline, but he who regards 
reproof is prudent” (Prov. 15:5).   

c.  Some of you young people might get tired of hearing your parents correct 
you, but it’s only because young people have much to learn.   

d.  Listen to their wisdom.  They’ve been through it and have learned things that 
will help you.   

 
5.  Fifth, it means to show them honor.   

a.  “So Bathsheba went to King Solomon to speak to him for Adonijah.  And the 
king arose to meet her, bowed before her, and sat on his throne; then he had a 
throne set for the king's mother, and she sat on his right” (1 Kings 2:19).   

b.  Solomon showed that he practiced what he preached:  he honored his mother.   
c.  We should show our parents love, honor and respect.   

 
B.  But the commandment goes further:  it tells us we are to honor all in authority.   

1.  There are others called fathers and mothers in Scripture.   
a.  God is our Father.  “‘A son honors his father, and a servant his master.  Then 

if I am a father, where is My honor?  And if I am a master, where is My 
respect?’ says the LORD of hosts to you, O priests who despise My name’” 
(Malachi 1:6).   

b.  Leaders in government are fathers, “And kings shall be your nursing fathers, 
and their queens your nursing mothers” (Isaiah 49:23).  Peter writes, “Honor 
all men; love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king” (1 Peter 2:17).   

c.  And leaders in the church are called fathers, “Then the king of Israel when he 
saw them, said to Elisha, ‘My father, shall I kill them?  Shall I kill them?’” (2 
Kings 6:21).   

 
2.  We are to honor and obey them as well.   

a.  In their spheres of authority.   
b.  As long as they do not contradict God’s will.   

 
C.  If we obey this commandment, we will receive the blessing connected with it:  we 

will have long and happy lives.   
1.  Again, Paul writes, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  

Honor your father and mother (which is the first commandment with a promise), 
that it may be well with you, and that you may live long on the earth” (Eph. 6:1-
3).   
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2.  A blessing is also connected with obedience in general.   
a.  Moses writes, “So you shall keep His statutes and His commandments which 

I am giving you today, that it may go well with you and with your children 
after you, and that you may live long on the land which the LORD your God 
is giving you for all time” (Deu. 4:40).   

b.  And, “Take to your heart all the words with which I am warning you today, 
which you shall command your sons to observe carefully, even all the words 
of this law.  For it is not an idle word for you; indeed it is your life.  And by 
this word you shall prolong your days in the land, which you are about to 
cross the Jordan to possess” (Deu. 32:45-47).   

c.  Solomon writes, “How blessed is the man who finds wisdom, and the man 
who gains understanding.  For its profit is better than the profit of silver, and 
its gain than fine gold.  She is more precious than jewels; and nothing you 
desire compares with her.  Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are 
riches and honor.  Her ways are pleasant ways, and all her paths are peace.  
She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her, and happy are all who hold 
her fast” (Prov. 3:13-18).   

d.  If it applies to the whole, it certain does to the parts, as long as none are 
neglected.   

 
3.  And so honor your parents, and if it is agreeable to God’s will, He will bless you 

with a long and happy life (Eph. 6:1-3).  Amen.   


