
 

“His Eyes Are Toward the Righteous” 
(Psalm 34:15-22) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  We started this psalm of praise some weeks ago, and after having left off 
from it for some time, let us now return to finish it.   
 We have already learned much from its verses.  We learned how important it is 
that we offer to the Lord a continual sacrifice of praise for His wonderful blessings that He 
daily gives us, as well as for those marvelous acts of His Providence where He delivers us 
from great danger.  We have also learned how important it is for us to share what the Lord 
has done in our lives with others so that they will have reasons to praise Him as well.  We 
mustn’t forget that the church is a community of believers.  It is not the gathering of a 
group of islands.  We are to rejoice when our brethren rejoice and weep when they weep.  
We are to be involved in one anothers lives.  We have also learned that when we are in 
trouble, whether it is great or small, that we must seek the Lord first.  We must not forget 
that He cares for us, and that He has sent His angels to encamp around us and to rescue us 
from all danger.  The Lord Jesus Himself, the One who is our King and Ruler, is spoken 
of here as protecting the saints in the Old Covenant.  We must remember that He still does 
the same for us even today.  And we have seen the blessing that attends the one who will 
fear the Lord with a godly fear and turn from evil.  It generally results in a long life, filled 
with good, if it is pleasing to the Lord and conducive to His glory.   
 This evening, we will want to look at the relationship the Lord has with the 
righteous and the wicked, to see how they are compared and contrasted.  And what we 
will discover is that  
 
 The Lord blesses the righteous, but turns the wicked away.   
 
I.  Notice, First of All, the Contrast Between How God Receives the Righteous and 

the Wicked.   
A.  The Lord is kindly disposed toward the righteous.   

1.  The psalmist writes, “The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous.”   
a.  Now this doesn’t surprise us because we know that the Lord always inclines 

towards those things which are agreeable to His nature.  That is, there are 
certain things which He likes, and He, like us, for we were made in His image, 
is inclined towards those things which He likes.  He loves righteousness and 
justice, therefore He inclines towards the things which are right and just.   

b.  For this reason His eyes are upon the righteous.  He delights in them.  The 
psalmist writes, “The steps of a man are established by the LORD; and He 
delights in his way” (Psalm 37:23).  If God, in His eternal councils, causes a 
man to walk in the way of the righteous, by granting him grace, then He also 
delights his way, because it is according to God’s nature.   

c.  God represents Himself in Scripture as One whose eyes are searching 
throughout the earth to find someone, who is His completely.  The prophet 
Hanani, after he rebuked  King Asa for not trusting in the Lord, said, “For the 
eyes of the LORD move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly 
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support those whose heart is completely His” (2 Chr. 16:9).   
d.  His eyes are toward the righteous.   
 

2.  “His ears are” also “open to their cry.”   
a.  That is, as the psalmist writes in verse 17, “The righteous cry and the Lord 

hears, and delivers them out of all their troubles.”   
b.  Now again, it is not because the righteous are righteous in and of themselves 

that God inclines towards them, but because they are made righteous in His 
Son.   

c.  The other night at the Prayer Meeting, we were reading the Larger Catechism 
and seeing why it is that we need to approach God through a Mediator.  It is 
because in and of ourselves we are wicked and unacceptable to God.  We 
cannot come into His presence.  We need to approach Him through Christ 
who alone makes us acceptable.  When we cry to Him in His Son’s name and 
on the basis of His mediation, then He hears us.   

d.  But this is not the only sense in which God refers to these as righteous.  It is 
also true that the one who is made righteous in Christ, really becomes 
righteous in his practice.  His renewed heart inclines him toward 
righteousness, so that he is characterized as one who does righteous acts.  That 
is why we sometimes see in the Scriptures such statements as, “The LORD has 
rewarded me according to my righteousness; according to the cleanness of my 
hands He has recompensed me” (2 Samuel 22:21), or “Vindicate me, O LORD, 
according to my righteousness and my integrity that is in me” (Ps. 7:8).   

e.  If you are in Christ, it is also true of you that you bear Christ’s image, at least 
in some degree.  You also are called a saint, a sanctified one, one who is holy, 
one who is righteous.  You are one whom the Lord looks at, one whom He is 
inclined toward, one who is heard when you cry to Him for help.   

 
3.  But there is one more thing mentioned here that inclines God toward His saints, 

and that is their contrite spirit.  “The Lord is near to the brokenhearted, and saves 
those who are crushed in spirit.”   
a.  The Lord here singles out one characteristic of the saint in particular, and that 

is his brokenness over sin.   
b.  He doesn’t mean a brokenness about anything, for some people are grieved 

over things which are clearly wrong, perhaps over some sin that they were not 
able to commit, or some lust that wasn’t fulfilled.   

c.  God is inclined towards those who grieve over their sins, towards those who 
know His holiness, who know their own sinfulness, and who grieve because of 
the disparity between them.   

d.  This is not lipservice which the psalmist refers to, but a heart-rending, a heart 
which is crushed, a spirit which is contrite.  Words mean nothing to God if the 
heart is not in it.  He doesn’t look at us as a man looks at us.  God looks at the 
heart.  He sees whether there is inward grieving over sin or not.  And He 
draws near to those who truly do hurt because of their corruption.   

e.  Would you characterize your life as righteous?  Is your daily practice kept 
strictly according to God’s commands?  I am not asking if you are perfect, for 
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there is no one who does not sin every day of his or her life.  But is it your 
practice to repent when you sin and bring your life back into conformity to 
God’s word as a rule, as a pattern?  And do you grieve over the distance that 
you still have to go to conform to God’s Word?   

f.  Then the Lord’s eyes are toward you, and His ears are open to your prayers.  
He looks at you and sees the image of His Son being formed there.  He sees 
your righteous acts and your desires to be more like Him.  He sees your heart 
that is aching over your sins.  And He delights in you.  He is inclined toward 
you because you reflect His own holy nature.   

 
B.  The Lord is inclined toward the righteous, but He is disinclined toward the wicked.  

David writes, “The face of the Lord is against evil-doers, to cut off the memory of 
them from the earth.”   
1.  God has set His face against those who do evil.  His face of blessing, the light of 

His countenance is not turned toward them, but rather the backside of His 
judgment.   

2.  He ears are not open to their cry, but closed to it.   
a.  It is not that He cannot hear the sound which others make, but He does not 

listen to them.  Isaiah writes, “Behold, the LORD'S hand is not so short that it 
cannot save; neither is His ear so dull that it cannot hear.  But your iniquities 
have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden 
His face from you, so that He does not hear” (Isa. 59:1-2).   

b.  Solomon is even more specific, where he writes, “Because I called, and you 
refused; I stretched out my hand, and no one paid attention; and you neglected 
all my counsel, and did not want my reproof; I will even laugh at your 
calamity; I will mock when your dread comes, when your dread comes like a 
storm, and your calamity comes on like a whirlwind, when distress and 
anguish come on you.  Then they will call on me, but I will not answer; they 
will seek me diligently, but they shall not find me, because they hated 
knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the LORD.  They would not accept 
my counsel, they spurned all my reproof.  So they shall eat of the fruit of their 
own way, and be satiated with their own devices” (Prov. 1:24-31).   

 
3.  His purpose for the wicked is not to deliver them, but to remove them from the 

earth.  He is cutting them off now, His wrath is daily revealed against them.  But 
one day He will sweep them all off the face of the earth, along with the memory 
of their evil deeds.  He will cleanse it and make it new again.  

 
II.  Having Seen the Lord’s Inclination Toward the Righteous and His Disinclination 

Toward the Wicked, Let Us Now Look at the End He Has In Store for Each.   
A.  First for the righteous.   

1.  He writes, “Many are the afflictions of the righteous; but the Lord delivers him 
out of them all.”   
a.  The nearness of the Lord does not mean that you will not have to go through 

trials and tribulations.  As a matter of fact, Christ told us that we can count on 
them.   
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b.  They will come in the form of physical afflictions, spiritual battles and mental 
warfare.   

c.  And they will not be few, but “many.”   
d.  But the promise of the Lord is that by His nearness, He will deliver us from 

them all.   
e.  Physical affliction shall not overcome us ultimately, for the Lord will bring 

about the resurrection of our bodies.  Even if we should die, the Lord will 
raise us.   

f.  The battle for our imaginations will not overwhelm us, for God will help us 
take those imaginations captive, as Paul writes, “We are destroying 
speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and 
we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:5).   

g.  And our indwelling corruption will not overcome us, nor will the world’s 
temptations, nor the devil’s, for the Lord has given us spiritual armor to wear 
to protect us and weapons to use which are more than adequate to defeat our 
strongest foes, for they are made mighty by God.   

 
2.  He brings out this fact again through Hebrew parallelism.  “He keeps all of his 

bones; not one of them is broken.”   
a.  As I noted in an earlier sermon, bones can sometimes have reference to the 

whole person.   
b.  The meaning is that God is keeping or guarding or watching over us so that 

we are not injured in the slightest.  We may suffer pain, we may go through 
deep distress, but the devil cannot ultimately harm us, nor can anyone else for 
that matter.   

c.  And of course you will recognize that these same words were applied to our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who underwent the cruel death of the cross, and yet 
ultimately was not harmed by it, for it was His Father who watched over Him 
and protected Him from the evil one.   

 
3.  And lastly he writes, “The Lord redeems the soul of His servants; and none of 

those who take refuge in Him will be condemned.”   
a.  The Lord not only delivers His servants from the evil one who would try and 

kill him and condemn him in this life, but also from the evil one who would try 
and destroy him in the life to come.   

b.  The Lord keeps us safe in life.  No one can touch us without His permission, 
as is seen in numerous cases in David’s life, and which was always 
acknowledged by him.  He writes, “O LORD, how my adversaries have 
increased!  Many are rising up against me.  Many are saying of my soul, 
"There is no deliverance for him in God." Selah.  But Thou, O LORD, art a 
shield about me, My glory, and the One who lifts my head.  I was crying to 
the LORD with my voice, and He answered me from His holy mountain.  
Selah.  I lay down and slept; I awoke, for the LORD sustains me.  I will not 
be afraid of ten thousands of people who have set themselves against me round 
about” (Psalm 3:1-6).   

c.  Even the devil can’t touch us without His permission, which is seen in the 
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case of Job.   
d.  And the Lord keeps us safe in death.  He has redeemed our worthless souls 

through the precious blood of His Son.  And if He was willing to pay so dear a 
price for them while we were yet sinners, how much more will He keep them 
now that we have fled for refuge in Him through Christ?   

e.  He will keep us as the apple of His eye and will not allow us to perish.   
 

B.  But how different it is for the wicked.  He writes, “Evil shall slay the wicked; and 
those who hate the righteous will be condemned.”   
1.  The evil which the wicked man craved so much will one day prove to be his own 

undoing.   
a.  The wages of sin is death.  Though sin may be fun for a season, the outcome 

of it is not.   
b.  That which the evil man so zealously pursues in life, will not only end his life 

here, but will forever condemn him.   
c.  How fitting it is that the Judge of all men should cause them to fall by their 

own devices.   
 

2.  Those who have spent their lives hating the righteous, those who have hated you 
and me, will not escape judgment, but will be condemned.   
a.  God eventually destroyed the Philistines who had so long plagued the people 

of God.   
b.  The Jews who hated and crucified the Savior were all destroyed by God.  

Their city was besieged, their Temple demolished, and they themselves were 
scattered throughout the world.   

c.  The same judgment has been pronounced against those who hate you.  They 
will be destroyed by the Lord and the memory of them shall be cut off from the 
earth.   

d.  But what is more, they will be forever swept away in God’s judgment, when 
He comes to judge the living and dead.   

e.  Right now we are called to love them and be kind to them.  But when God 
brings the final judgment against them, we shall rejoice that His enemies are 
fully and finally destroyed, to the praise of His glory.   

f.  People of God, this psalm encourages us that there is help and comfort in this 
world for us from God’s hand, as well as final vindication at His judgment 
seat.  There is always reason to give Him praise.  We should rejoice with the 
psalmist that He delivers us from the evils of this life and from evil entirely in 
the world to come, especially that most dreadful place which is called the lake 
of fire.  May we then be exhorted and encouraged by these words to do what 
we were called to do at the beginning of this worship service all the days of our 
lives, to bless the Lord at all times and to let His praise be continually in our 
mouths.  If God is for us, who shall be against us!  Amen.   


