
“Heaven” 

(Hebrews 12:22-24) 

 

 

I.  Introduction.  Why study heaven?   

A.  A question was raised regarding heaven.   

B.  Because it is our eternal destination/home.   

C.  It will encourage us:   

1.  To press forward.   

2.  Not to make our home here.   

3.  To obey with a view to the reward.   

4.  Not to fear death.   

 

II.  Heaven.   

A.  What is heaven?   

1.  Definition.   

a.  “Heaven and earth” in Scripture refer to the whole universe.   

(i)  “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1).   

(ii)  “‘Can a man hide himself in hiding places so I do not see him?’ declares 

the LORD.  ‘Do I not fill the heavens and the earth?’ declares the LORD” 

(Jer. 23:24).   

 

b.  The Jews used the word heaven in three different senses:  

(i)  The sky, “Our pursuers were swifter than the eagles of the sky (or heaven); 

they chased us on the mountains, they waited in ambush for us in the 

wilderness” (Lam. 4:19).   

(ii)  The starry heavens, “But immediately after the tribulation of those days 

the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars 

will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken” (Matt. 

24:29).   

(iii)  The heaven of heavens or the highest heavens – the place where God 

dwells:   

(a)  “Behold, to the LORD your God belong heaven and the highest 

heavens, the earth and all that is in it” (Deut. 10:14).   

(b)  “But will God indeed dwell on the earth?  Behold, heaven and the 

highest heaven cannot contain You, how much less this house which I 

have built!” (1Kings 8:27).   

(c)  The most common Hebrew word for heavens is shamayim, which 

means heights or elevations (Easton).   

 

2.  The heaven in which the Lord dwells is known by many other names in Scripture.   

a.  Jesus calls it His “Father’s house”, “In My Father’s house are many dwelling 

places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for 

you” (John 14:2).   

b.  He calls it paradise, “And He said to him, ‘Truly I say to you, today you shall 

be with Me in Paradise’” (Luke 23:43).   
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c.  The author to the Hebrews calls it the heavenly Jerusalem, “But you have 

come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, 

and to myriads of angels” (Heb. 12:22).   

d.  James calls it the kingdom of heaven, “Listen, my beloved brethren: did not 

God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom 

which He promised to those who love Him?” (James 2:5).   

e.  In Scripture, it’s also called the eternal kingdom (2 Pet. 1:11), the eternal 

inheritance (Heb. 9:15), and a better country (Heb. 11:16).   

 

B.  Where is heaven?  The simple answer is up.   

1.  It is the third heaven or highest heavens.   

a.  “I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago – whether in the body I do not 

know, or out of the body I do not know, God knows – such a man was caught 

up to the third heaven” (2 Cor. 12:2).   

b.  “Praise Him, highest heavens, and the waters that are above the heavens!” 

(Psalm 148:4).   

 

2.  When Jesus came from heaven to earth, He was said to descend; when He 

returned to heaven, He was said to ascend.   

a.  “Therefore it says, ‘When He ascended on high, He led captive a host of 

captives, and He gave gifts to men.’  (Now this expression, ‘He ascended,’ 

what does it mean except that He also had descended into the lower parts of the 

earth?  He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the 

heavens, so that He might fill all things)” (Eph. 4:8-10).   

b.  “And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking 

on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight.  And as they were gazing 

intently into the sky while He was going, behold, two men in white clothing 

stood beside them.  They also said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 

into the sky?  This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will 

come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven’” (Acts 

1:9-11).   

 

3.  Heaven appears to be a physical location since Jesus ascended, and remains in 

heaven, bodily, “Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped 

away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord; 

and that He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you, whom heaven must 

receive until the period of restoration of all things about which God spoke by the 

mouth of His holy prophets from ancient time” (Acts 3:19-21).   

 

C.  Why does heaven exist?   

1.  As a place for God to dwell.   

a.  He fills earth and heaven.   

b.  But here He reveals Himself in a special way.   

 

2.  As a place for the angels to dwell.   

3.  As a place for the redeemed to dwell with God and the angels.   
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D.  When was heaven created?   

1.  It was created from the foundation of the world.   

a.  “Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of 

My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 

world’” (Matt. 25:34).   

b.  “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  The earth was 

formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the 

Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters” (Gen. 1:1-2).   

 

2.  Is there time in heaven?   

a.  Only God is eternal – i.e., exists outside of time; but He certainly also exists in 

time (imminent).   

b.  All of His creatures necessarily exist in time – because they are creatures.   

c.  Since heaven is also the dwelling of angels and the spirits of righteous men, it 

must exist in time, since they must always exist in time.   

 

E.  What is heaven like?  A place of blessing.   

1.  The blessed are said to sit down with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (Matt. 8:11).   

2.  We will reign with Christ, “If we endure, we will also reign with Him” (2 Tim. 

2:12).   

3.  We will enjoy the rest of Christ, “So there remains a Sabbath rest for the people 

of God.  For the one who has entered His rest has himself also rested from his 

works, as God did from His.  Therefore let us be diligent to enter that rest, so that 

no one will fall, through following the same example of disobedience” (Heb. 4:9-

11).   

4.  We will enjoy eternal life (John 17:3; a relationship with God), an eternal weight 

of glory (2 Cor. 4:17), no more suffering (2 Cor. 5:1-3), and fullness of joy 

forever (Ps. 16:11).   

5.  We will see God and Christ.   

a.  The greatest blessing.   

b.  Everything good, beautiful, praiseworthy, enjoyable in this world, is in Him in 

infinite degree.   

 

6.  We will be wholly filled with the Spirit – we have now a foretaste by the Spirit, 

there we will be filled (Eph. 1:13-14).   

7.  We will receive a reward for our work.   

a.  There will be greater or lesser rewards:    

(i)  “According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master 

builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it.  But each man 

must be careful how he builds on it.  For no man can lay a foundation other 

than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  Now if any man builds on 

the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each 

man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be 

revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s 

work.  If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a 
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reward. If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself 

will be saved, yet so as through fire” (1 Cor. 3:10-15).   

(ii)  The parable of the minas and talents teach us there will be a reward (Luke 

19:13-27; Matt. 25:14-30).   

(iii)  The Lord is just:  He “will render to each person according to his deeds” 

(Rom. 2:6).   

 

b.  There will be places of honor:  “Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came 

to Jesus with her sons, bowing down and making a request of Him.  And He 

said to her, ‘What do you wish?’  She said to Him, ‘Command that in Your 

kingdom these two sons of mine may sit one on Your right and one on Your 

left.’  But Jesus answered, ‘You do not know what you are asking.  Are you 

able to drink the cup that I am about to drink?’  They said to Him, ‘We are 

able.’  He said to them, ‘My cup you shall drink; but to sit on My right and on 

My left, this is not Mine to give, but it is for those for whom it has been 

prepared by My Father’” (Matt. 20:20-23).   

c.  What are these rewards and honors?   

(i)  Not mansions and streets of gold (symbolic).   

(ii)  But perfect joy and happiness that increases forever, “If nothing be too 

much to be given to man, and to be done for man in the means of procuring 

his happiness, nothing will be too much to be given to him as the end, no 

degree of happiness is too great for him to enjoy.  When I think how great 

this happiness is, sometimes it is ready to seem almost incredible.  But the 

death and sufferings of Christ make everything credible that belongs to this 

blessedness.  For if God would so contrive to show his love in the manner 

and means of procuring our happiness, nothing can be incredible in the 

degree of happiness itself.  If all that God does about it be of a piece, he will 

also set infinite wisdom on work to make their happiness and glory great in 

the degree of it.  If God spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us 

all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?  Nothing could 

have been such a confirmation of their blessedness as this” (Edwards, Misc. 

#576).   

(iii)  The fact that we don’t enjoy this kind of happiness now is no argument 

against its being in heaven, “It has sometimes looked strange to me that 

men should be ever brought to such exceeding happiness as that of heaven 

seems to be, because we find that here providence will not suffer any great 

degree of happiness: when men have something in which they hope to find 

very great joy, there will be something to spoil it.  Providence seems 

watchfully to take care they should have no exceeding joy and satisfaction 

in this world.  But indeed this, instead of being one argument against the 

greatness of heaven's happiness, seems to argue for it.  For we cannot 

suppose that the reason why providence will not suffer men to enjoy great 

happiness here is that he is averse to the creature’s happiness, but because 

this is not a time for it.  To everything there is an appointed season and 

time, and this agreeable to God's method of dispensation, that a thing should 

be sought in vain out of its appointed time.  God reserves happiness to be 
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bestowed hereafter, that is the appointed time for it, and that is the reason he 

does not give it now.  No man, let him be never so strong or wise, shall alter 

this divine establishment by anticipating happiness before his appointed 

time.  It is so in all things.  Sometimes there is an appointed time for man’s 

prosperity upon earth, and then nothing can hinder his prosperity; and then 

when that time is past, then comes an appointed time for his adversity, and 

then all things conspire for his ruin, and all his strength and skill shall not 

help him.  History verifies this with respect to many kings, generals, and 

great men:  one while they conquer all and nothing can stand before them 

(all things conspire for their advancement, and all that oppose it are 

confounded), and after a while it is right the reverse.  So has it been with 

respect to the kingdoms and monarchies of the world:  one while is their 

time to flourish, and then God will give all into their hands and will destroy 

those that oppose their flourishing, and then after that comes the time of 

their decay and ruin and then everything runs backward, and all helpers are 

vain.  Jer. 27” (Edwards, Misc. #585).   

 

F.  How does one get into heaven?  By trusting in Jesus Christ and His righteousness 

alone.   


