
 

 

“He Will Sprinkle Many Nations” 
(Isaiah 52:13-53:9) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  We have looked at prophecies concerning the life of Jesus, from the Covenant of 

Redemption in eternity, to His birth, His healing and prophetic ministry, all the way to 
His triumphal entry, cleansing of the Temple, and His betrayal and rejection.   

B.  This evening, we’ll begin looking at His suffering and death from the prophecies.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  Our passage this evening is probably the clearest in the OT having to do with His 

suffering and the reason for it.   
1.  It begins by telling us that the Servant of the Lord – who is Christ Jesus – will be 

exalted.   
a.  It tells us who He is.   

(i)  He is a tender shoot, a root out of parched ground (53:2).   
(ii)  The kingly line of David had failed, but now the Lord would raise it up 

again, as He promised.   
(iii)  But He would not come as King, but humble with no stately form or 

majesty, nor appearance that any should be attracted to Him (v. 2).   
(iv)  This probably doesn’t refer to His appearance, as though He was simply 

plain, but to the fact that He had no outward glory.   
 

b.  But it also tells us that He would be exalted.   
(i)  This Servant would prosper; He would be high and lifted up (52:13):  His 

exaltation and coronation.   
(ii)  He would see His offspring (53:10):  He would receive His reward of the 

elect.   
(iii)  His days would be prolonged (v. 10):  though He would die, yet He would 

live again (resurrection).   
(iv)  The good pleasure of the Lord would prosper in His hand – His rule would 

be successful (v. 10).   
(v)  He would be given the name above every name – a portion with the great – 

and possession of the created world – divide the booty with the strong – His 
booty is taking back the whole world from the evil one (v. 12).   

 
2.  However, this exaltation would come only after a great deal of suffering.   

a.  His appearance would be marred more than any man and His form more than the 
sons of men (52:14):  through His sufferings.   

b.  He would be despised, forsaken of men; a man of sorrows, acquainted with 
grief; men would hide their faces from Him and not honor Him (53:3).   

c.  He would be pierced through and crushed; chastened and scourged (v. 5):  
referring to His being beaten, scourged, mocked, and crowned with thorns and 
crucifixion.   

d.  The iniquity of His people would fall on Him in judgment and He would suffer 
for it (v. 6):  referring to the time when the sins of His people would be laid on 
Him on the cross.   
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e.  He would be oppressed and afflicted; but like a lamb led to the slaughter, He 
would remain silent (v. 7):  He would not fight this injustice, because He knew it 
was the Father’s plan to atone for His people.   

f.  He would be taken away by oppression and judgment, and He would die – be cut 
off from the land of the living (v. 8).   

g.  He would also be put to death with the wicked, but buried with a rich man, 
because of His own innocence (v. 9).  Mark tells us that Jesus was crucified 
between two robbers (15:28), and that He was buried in the tomb of a rich man 
by the name of Joseph of Arimathea (vv. 43-46).   

h.  The reason why He would be honored in His death was that He had done 
nothing wrong – He had done no violence, nor was there any deceit in His 
mouth (53:9):  He would be the spotless Lamb of God who takes away the sins 
of the world (John 1:29; 1 Pet. 1:18-19).   

 
B.  The reason for His suffering is also clear:  It was to sprinkle many nations, an OT way 

of speaking of cleansing them from sin (52:15; Cf. Ezek. 36:25; 43:18).   
1.  He was coming to make atonement for the sins of His own people, as the Lord had 

promised.   
a.  In one sense, He is Israel’s Messiah.  But this atonement would be effective only 

for the elect.   
(i)  He would come to bear their griefs and sorrows (v. 4).   
(ii)  He would be pierced through “for our transgressions”; He would be crushed 

“for our iniquities”; He would be chastened “for our well-being”; He would 
be scourged “for our healing” (v. 5):  Isaiah speaking from the standpoint of 
the Old Covenant people of God.   

(iii)  All had gone out of God’s way, but the Lord would cause the iniquity of us 
all to fall on Him (v. 6).   

(iv)  He would be cut out of the land of the living for the transgression of the 
Lord’s people to whom the stroke was due (v. 8).   

(v)  He was to render Himself as a guilt offering for their sin (v. 10), to bear 
their iniquities, in order to justify them (v. 11).  

(vi)  He would pour Himself out in death in bearing the sins of many and in 
interceding for those who had transgressed (v. 12).   

(vii)  Notice that it would be for the many (v. 12), and not for all.  All for whom 
He died will receive that forgiveness.  Not one of His sheep will be lost (John 
18:9).   

(viii)  It’s interesting that Jesus was dying for some of the sins that were being 
committed against Him in His rejection, suffering and crucifixion.   

 
b.  But it’s also clear here that His people would reject Him and be the source of 

His suffering.   
(i)  They would not believe that He was who He said He was.  The strong arm of 

the Lord in bringing salvation to them would not be revealed to them (53:1).   
(ii)  The Jews would not be attracted to Him (v. 2) – they would be looking for a 

great King, a political Messiah.   
(iii)  He would be despised and not respected by them (v. 3) – the unregenerate 

always look at the outward appearance, not inward.  They hate holiness, the 
very essence of what Jesus is.   
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(iv)  They would think that God had turned against Him and brought this 
suffering on Him (v. 4).   

(v)  His oppression and affliction would come at their hands (v. 7).   
(v)  They would not even consider that He was being offered up for them (NB:  

My people, i.e. Isaiah’s people – the Jews; v. 8).   
 
2.  We are even told here that His atonement would be not only for the Jews, but also 

for the Gentiles.   
a.  Evangelism would take place because of this:   

(i)  Kings would close their mouths – they would submit to Him (52:15).   
(ii)  The Gentiles who hadn’t been told will see the salvation of the Lord, and 

they would understand what had before been hidden from them (v. 15).   
(iii)  They could only see and hear it through the Gospel.   
 

b.  Many would be saved.   
(i)  Through His sufferings, God’s people would be healed (v. 5; Cf. v. 8:  my 

people).   
(ii)  “He will see His offspring” (53:10).   
(iii)  He “will justify the many” (53:11).   
(iv)  “He Himself bore the sin of many” (v. 12).   
 

III.  Application.   
A.  This passage has been fulfilled in Christ.   
B.  The prediction of evangelism has been fulfilled, but we have not seen the full extent 

of it.   
C.  This is what our Lord suffered for you this evening, if you are a believer in Him.   
D.  Now what should you offer to Him in return.   

1.  Complete obedience.   
2.  The applications are too numerous to make, but I’ll leave you with one of Peter’s 

applications.  He writes, “Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in 
spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ.  As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts 
which were yours in your ignorance, but like the Holy One who called you, be holy 
yourselves also in all your behavior; because it is written, ‘You shall be holy, for I 
am holy.’  If you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to 
each one's work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth; 
knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from 
your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as 
of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.  For He was foreknown 
before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake 
of you who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and 
gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.  Since you have in 
obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, 
fervently love one another from the heart, for you have been born again not of seed 
which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word 
of God.  For, ‘All flesh is like grass, and all its glory like the flower of grass.  The 
grass withers, and the flower falls off, but the Word of the Lord endures forever.’  
And this is the word which was preached to you” (1 Pet. 1:13-25).   


