
 

“He Will Sprinkle Many Nations” 
(Isaiah 52:13-15) 

 
 

 
Introduction:  On the Lord’s Day, we seek to lift our eyes up from the everyday affairs of life to 
that glorious future that awaits us in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Our Savior gave us this day for this 
purpose, that He might wean us from the world and the things of the world, and that our hearts 
might be more closely knit with His.  On this particular Lord’s Day, I would like for us to focus 
on the work which our Lord has given us to do, while we are waiting for His return, that work 
which He ordained to populate that heavenly world which is to come.  God says in His Word 
that no one will ever enter into the glorious regions of heaven and escape the sentence of hell 
except through Jesus Christ.  He alone is the door.  No one can come to the Father, except 
through Him.  And, at the same time, none will be able to find that door unless the church points 
them to it.  Therefore, the work of evangelism and missions, that work which Christ entrusted to 
His church, is very important.  It is that without which no one will be saved.  Paul writes, “How 
then shall they call upon Him in whom they have not believed?  And how shall they believe in 
Him whom they have not heard?  And how shall they hear without a preacher?  And how shall 
they preach unless they are sent?  Just as it is written, ‘HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET 
OF THOSE WHO BRING GLAD TIDINGS OF GOOD THINGS!’” (Rom. 10:14-15).   
 The work of evangelism and missions is really one work, it is the proclaiming and 
bearing witness to the Gospel of Christ.  The one who does the work of evangelism is a 
missionary wherever he is, and the missionary who is sent out to another country does the work 
of evangelism.  The word “missionary” means one who is sent.  We call those who are sent out 
from their home countries to other countries for the purpose of evangelizing “missionaries.”  
But we mustn’t forget that in the broader sense we, who are Christ’s, are all missionaries, for we 
are all called by the Lord to bear His message of salvation to those who live in the areas where 
the Lord in His Providence has sent us.  Missions, therefore, is something that involves all of us 
here, in one way or another.   
 In our text this morning, we see the foundation of missions.  It is grounded in the work 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Isaiah here speaks of One whom the Lord calls, “My servant,” and 
what it is that this servant was to do.  Elsewhere, Isaiah refers to Him as the “servant of the 
Lord.”  He says that it was the servant of the Lord who would bring justice to the nations (Isa. 
42:1); it was He who would restore the tribes of Judah and be a light to the nations, who would 
bring salvation to the ends of the earth (47:6-7); it was He who would obey the Lord His God, 
even though in doing so it would bring upon Him a great measure of humiliation and suffering 
(50:4-9).  But Isaiah had not yet told us why the servant would have to suffer.  This he does 
here.  He tells us of the servant’s suffering, of the servant’s purpose for undergoing this 
suffering, and of the reward that the servant would receive for his suffering.  And this is what 
we will look at this morning.  What I want you to see is that,  
 
 Christ Jesus underwent great sufferings and death, so that salvation might come to the 
end of the earth.   
 
I.  First I Want You to See What Christ Had to Suffer.  Isaiah writes, “Just as many were 

astonished at you, My people, so His appearance was marred more than any man, and 
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His form more than the sons of men.”   
A.  There Was Suffering Involved in His Task.  His Appearance Would Be So Marred that It 

Would Create “Astonishment.”   
1.  Just as many were astonished at what the Lord had done to His people, so they would 

be astonished when they saw what the Messiah would have to undergo in delivering His 
people from their sins.   

2.  We must bear in mind that Israel as a nation was a picture of the Messiah’s work.  
They were in many ways a “type” of Christ.  They are also called in Isaiah the “servant 
of the Lord.”  And one of the ways in which they prefigured Christ was through their 
sufferings.   

3.  When Moses give Israel last minute instructions before they entered the land of 
Canaan, he told them that when they crossed the Jordan some of them were to stand on 
Mount Gerizim to bless the people, and others were to stand on Mount Ebal to 
pronounce the curse which would come upon them if they were not faithful to the 
covenant.   

4.  The Lord knew that they would not be faithful, and so Moses prophesied, “And you 
shall become a horror, a proverb, and a taunt among all the people where the LORD 
will drive you” (Deu. 28:37).  And so it happened.  They sinned against the Lord, and 
He brought judgment upon them.   

5.  Isaiah says, “Just as many were astonished at you, My people,” so would they be 
astonished who saw the sufferings of the Lamb of God.   
 

B.  Isaiah Writes That, “His appearance was marred more than any man, and His form more 
than the sons of men.”   
1.  That is, He was so disfigured through His passion that those who saw Him were 

appalled, for He no longer looked like a man.  The literal meaning is that His 
appearance was disfigured from man.   

2.  His form was also beaten that His body no longer resembled the figure of a man.   
3.  This is an extremely strong way of saying how great His sufferings would be.   
4.  The psalmist wrote concerning the suffering of the Messiah, “But I am a worm, and not 

a man, a reproach of men, and despised by the people” (Ps. 22:6).   
5.  Spurgeon writes, “This verse is a miracle in language.  How could the Lord of glory 

be brought to such abasement as to be not only lower than the angels, but even lower 
than men.  What a contrast between “I AM” and “I am a worm”! yet such a double 
nature was found in the person of our Lord Jesus when bleeding on the tree.  He felt 
himself to be comparable to a helpless, powerless, down-trodden worm, passive while 
crushed, and unnoticed and despised by those who trod upon him.  He selects the 
weakest of all creatures, which is all flesh; and becomes, when trodden upon, writhing, 
quivering flesh, utterly devoid of any might except strength to suffer.  This was a true 
likeness of himself when his body and soul had become a mass of misery -- the very 
essence of agony -- in the dying pangs of crucifixion.  Man by nature is but a worm; 
but our Lord puts himself even beneath man, on account of the scorn which was heaped 
upon him and the weakness which he felt, and therefore he adds, ‘and no man.’  The 
privileges and blessing which belonged to the fathers he could not obtain while deserted 
by God, and common acts of humanity were not allowed him, for he was rejected of 
men; he was outlawed from the society of earth, and shut out from the smile of heaven.  



3 

 

How utterly did the Saviour empty himself of all glory, and become of no reputation for 
our sakes!” (Treasury 1A:326).   

6.  Isaiah wrote concerning Christ, “I gave My back to those who strike Me, and My 
cheeks to those who pluck out the beard; I did not cover My face from humiliation and 
spitting” (Isa. 50:6).  They covered His face and hit Him with their fists.  The pulled 
the hair off of His face.  They spit on His face and planted a crown of thorns on His 
head.  He appearance was disfigured from that of a man.   

 
II.  But Second, I Want You to See the Purpose of His Sufferings.  “Thus He will sprinkle 

many nations, kings will shut their mouths on account of Him; for what had not been 
told them they will see, and what they had not heard they will understand.”   
A.  Isaiah Tells Us that His Sufferings Were Not for Himself, but for the Nations.   

1.  So that we would not jump to the conclusion that this servant suffered for His own 
sins, Isaiah quickly adds that it was not for Himself.   
a.  Christ, unlike faithless Israel, had committed no sins, so why did God make Him 

suffer?   
b.  Isaiah writes, “But the LORD was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief; if He 

would render Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He will prolong 
His days, and the good pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand” (Isa. 53:10).   

c.  Christ offered Himself up as a “guilt offering” to atone for the sins of His people.   
d.  But why did God require a “guilt offering”?  Why couldn’t He simply forgive?   
e.  God tells us in His Word that He is just and cannot overlook sin.  Yes, it is true that 

He is gracious and compassionate and full of lovingkindness towards His children, 
“yet,” He says, “He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, visiting the 
iniquity of fathers on the children and on the grandchildren to the third and fourth 
generations” (Ex. 34:7).  “God is a righteous judge, and a God who has indignation 
every day” (Ps. 7:11).  “The LORD tests the righteous and the wicked, and the one 
who loves violence His soul hates” (11:5).   

f.  Because He is just and righteous, He cannot overlook sin.  It must be punished.  He 
could not have simply passed over any sin without justice having been satisfied.  
There had to be an atonement.   

g.  But why did he demand the blood of His own dear Son?  And why did He put Him 
through such suffering?   

h.  It is because there had to be a just payment for the sins of God’s people.  It had to 
be equal to the crimes committed.  Man had sinned against an infinite God.  And 
such an infinite offenses required an infinite payment.  Here is the justification for 
hell.  Man cannot satisfy the justice of God for his sins, no matter how much he 
suffered.  Therefore, he had to suffer forever.  But what man cannot do, Christ can.   

i.  But how can Christ offer to God an infinite sacrifice?  It is because Christ Himself 
is infinitely worthy.  He is not simply a mere man.  A perfect man may be able to 
offer himself in the place of one other, not in the place of a multitude of men.  But 
Christ gave His life a ransom for many, and His sacrifice fully satisfied God’s 
justice.  Why?  Because Christ as God is infinitely worthy.  Therefore, His 
sufferings were infinitely satisfying to God, to atone for all the sins of God’s chosen 
people.   

j.  God laid the sins of His people upon Christ -- He laid your sins upon Him, if you are 
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trusting in Christ this morning -- and put Him to death for them, that He might 
remove them once and for all.   

 
2.  He did not suffer for Himself, but, Isaiah tells us, for the nations.   

a.  Through this suffering, He would sprinkle many nations.  That is, His death would 
be the means of cleansing not only Jews, but also all those from among the Gentiles, 
who would place their trust in Christ.   

b.  This is why Christ commissioned His disciples and sent them out.  He said, “Go 
therefore and make disciples of all the nations” (v. 19).   

 
B.  The Main Point Here Is that Christ’s Death Laid the Foundation, Not only for the 

Salvation of  Jewish Believers, but also for the Gentiles.   
1.  The Gospel would go forth, “What had not been told them they will see.”   

a.  What had been the inheritance of Israel would now go out to all the nations.   
b.  Paul quotes this verse to vindicate his ministry in bringing the Gospel to those 

places where no one else had labored.  He said, “And thus I aspired to preach the 
gospel, not where Christ was already named, that I might not build upon another 
man's foundation; but as it is written, ‘THEY WHO HAD NO NEWS OF HIM 
SHALL SEE, AND THEY WHO HAVE NOT HEARD SHALL UNDERSTAND’” 
(Rom. 15:20-21).   

 
2.  Isaiah says further, “What they had not heard they will understand.”   

a.  The truth would have no impact on their lives unless they understood it.   
b.  And so God promised to make the truth known by His grace and mercy.  He would 

send out His messengers, and through His Holy Spirit would open the hearts and 
minds of men not only to see the truth, but also to see its beauty and to embrace it.   

c.  Instead of resisting it, “Kings will shut their mouths on account of Him.”  They will 
no longer be His adversaries, but will now with great humility and reverence receive 
His Christ and His laws.   

 
III.  Lastly, I Want You to Look at How the Lord Rewarded Him.  “Behold, My servant 

will prosper, He will be high and lifted up, and greatly exalted.”   
A.  His Was a Great Descent, a Great Condescension.   

1.  He who was the eternal Son of God, full of grace and glory, stooped so low as to take 
upon himself our nature.  He virtually became a man, although He did not lose His 
deity.   
a.  There is really no comparison, no analogy, to illustrate the contrast.   
b.  God united Himself with something that was infinitely below Himself.   
 

2.  And in this great humiliation, He did not even take upon Himself the likeness of 
perfect humanity, but that of sinful humanity.   
a.  Paul tells us in Romans 8:3, “For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through 

the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an 
offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh.”   

b.  Christ humbled Himself even to the point of the wretched and cursed death on the 
cross.  His was a great condescension.   
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B.  But His Also Was a Great Ascent, a Great Exaltation.   

1.  Isaiah quickly begins with the exaltation of the Servant in this passage again to remind 
us that it was not for His sins that He suffered.  One who suffers justly for his own 
crimes would hardly deserve a reward.   

2.  But since Christ humbled Himself in His obedience to the Father, even to the point of 
death, the Father also exalted this God-man to the highest honor.   
a.  Paul writes, “Therefore also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the 

name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE 
SHOULD BOW, of those who are in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, and 
that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father” (Phil. 2:9-11).   

b.  Isaiah writes, “He will be high and lifted up, and greatly exalted.”   
c.  For His work Christ would be exalted, and He would prosper.  Again, Isaiah writes, 

“He will see His offspring, He will prolong His days, And the good pleasure of the 
LORD will prosper in His hand” (53:10).   

d.  He will see His offspring:  Christ was the first-born among many brethren; God 
gave Him many children, an innumerable host which no man can number as His 
flock, His sheep, His reward.   

e.  He will prolong His days:  The author to the Hebrews writes concerning Him, 
“THOU, LORD, IN THE BEGINNING DIDST LAY THE FOUNDATION OF 
THE EARTH, AND THE HEAVENS ARE THE WORKS OF THY HANDS; 
THEY WILL PERISH, BUT THOU REMAINEST; AND THEY ALL WILL 
BECOME OLD AS A GARMENT, AND AS A MANTLE THOU WILT ROLL 
THEM UP; AS A GARMENT THEY WILL ALSO BE CHANGED.  BUT THOU 
ART THE SAME, AND THY YEARS WILL NOT COME TO AN END” (2:10).  
Christ, as to His human nature, will never perish.   

f.  And the good pleasure of the Lord will prosper in His hand:  God will cause the 
ministry of Christ to yield its fruit in the bringing into the kingdom this innumerable 
host.   

g.  People of God, the suffering and exaltation of Christ are the foundation of all of our 
evangelistic and missionary efforts.  Without them, there would be no Gospel to 
preach.  They are the Gospel, for in His suffering He took away the sins of His 
people once and for all.  And in His exaltation, His people are lifted up from death 
and the grave and seated with Him in the heavenly places.   

h.  This salvation has been sent out into all the world, in order that Christ may gather 
His sheep for whom He laid down His life.   

i.  But again I would remind you, that all that Christ has done would be in vain unless 
we who are called by His name own the responsibility which the Lord has given us 
to get that Word out.  “How then shall they call upon Him in whom they have not 
believed?  And how shall they believe in Him whom they have not heard?  And 
how shall they hear without a preacher?  And how shall they preach unless they are 
sent?” (Rom. 10:14-25).   

j.  Of course, it is required of a faithful witness to first know the Lord before he can tell 
others about Him.  You must first feel your need of Christ.  You must feel the guilt 
of your sins.  And you must know that Christ is the Savior from sin, and that He 
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stands ready to receive you if you will come to Him and trust in Him alone to save 
you.  Once you have drunk from the spring of living water, then you may tell others 
where to come to quench their thirst.  Christ is that spring.  Those who come to 
Him shall never hunger, and those who believe in Him shall never thirst (John 6:35).   

k.  But if you have already tasted and know that the Lord is good, you must also have a 
hunger and thirst for the honor of your Lord.  It is for Christ’s honor that the work 
of evangelism and missions is carried on.  He uses His people to gather in His 
sheep, those for whom He died.  If that hunger is not in you this morning, you need 
to pray and ask God to put it there.  You must also pray that the Lord would give 
you enough love for your neighbor so that you might have the compassion you need 
to reach him with the Gospel.   

l.  Richard Baxter once wrote, “Oh if you have the hearts of Christians or of men in 
you, let them yearn towards your poor ignorant, ungodly neighbors.  Alas, there is 
but a step between them and death and hell; many hundred diseases are waiting 
ready to seize on them, and if they die unregenerate, they are lost forever.  Have you 
hearts of rock, that cannot pity men in such a case as this?  If you believe not the 
Word of God, and the dangers of sinners, why are you Christians yourselves?  If 
you do believe it, why do you not stir yourself to the helping of others?  Do you not 
care who is damned, as long as you are saved?  If so, you have sufficient cause to 
pity yourselves, for it is a frame of spirit utterly inconsistent with grace. . . . Do you 
live close by them, or meet them in the streets, or labor with them, or travel with 
them, or sit and talk with them, and say nothing to them of their souls, or the life to 
come?  If their houses were on fire, you would run and help them; and will you not 
help them when their souls are almost at the fire of hell?” (Golden Treasury 92-93).   

l.  There are those even in our city who do not have a true knowledge of their condition 
in the sight of God, nor of Christ and His work of salvation for sinners.  Needless to 
say there are many countries in our world that have no Gospel witness at all.   

m.  We must pray the Lord of the harvest to raise up laborers.  We must pray that He 
will use us to reach them, before they perish eternally.  And we must continue to 
support God’s work through our giving so that the witness of salvation in many 
nations may continue.   

n.  May our gracious Lord lift up our eyes to the fields to see that they are already 
white unto harvest.  Amen.   


