
“He Will Give His Angels Charge Concerning You” 
(Psalm 91) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Psalm 91 is one of the most encouraging passages of Scripture in the entire Bible.   

1.  It is a psalm that glorifies God for His protection.   
2.  It speaks of nothing but blessing to the one who will trust in the Lord, who will 

make Him his stronghold.   
3.  The Lord says that He will watch over such a person and deliver Him from all 

trouble, grant him a long life and even give him eternal salvation.   
 

B.  Not obvious here, but in the whole of Scripture, is the reason why these things are 
true.   
1.  This psalm also tells us of the one who truly trusted in the Lord, received His 

protection and blessing, and who made it possible for us to trust in Him as well.   
2.  Included are the two verses the devil quoted to tempt Jesus.  He knew they 

applied to Jesus, even though he tried to use them in a sinful way to get Jesus to 
do something against the will of God (Matt. 4:6).   

3.  In essence, this psalm tells us what our Lord Jesus experienced in His earthly 
life and what He did so that we too might have this protection.   

 
C.  What I would like us to consider from this passage this evening is the blessing of 

protection the Lord gives us if we trust in Him, and of course what Jesus did to 
make this blessing of protection possible.   
 

II.  Sermon and Application.   
A.  First, let’s consider the blessing of God’s protection:  The blessing is to have the 

Lord as our shield, as our Protector.   
1.  He uses several images here to show us this protection.   

a.  He will deliver us as an animal is delivered from the snare of a trapper.   
b.  He will keep us from the deadly pestilence.   
c.  He is pictured as a bird that shelters us under His pinions, under His wings, as 

a mother bird does her chicks.   
d.  His faithfulness is like a shield, a bulwark or a buckler to us.   
 

2.  With His protection, he shows us the confidence we can have.   
a.  We don’t need to be afraid of attack at night, when we can’t see the enemy 

coming; or during the daytime when we can.   
b.  We don’t need to be afraid of plague, of sickness or disease, whether it 

spreads secretly, or whether it’s an obvious threat.   
c.  In warfare, or during times of plague, when thousands are dying, death won’t 

come near us.  But it will the wicked.  We will see God bring judgment on 
them, but spare us.   

d.  No evil will befall us, nor any plague come near our household.   
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e.  Of course, what applies to the physical realm also applies to the spiritual:  the 
Lord will protect us from all the attacks of the evil one.  He will not be able 
to overcome us or kill our souls.   

 
3.  Further, he shows us how the Lord gives us this protection:  through the angels:  

“For He will give His angels charge concerning you, to guard you in all your 
ways.  They will bear you up in their hands, lest you strike your foot against a 
stone” (vv. 11-12).   
a.  The author to the Hebrews reminds us that angels are “ministering spirits, 

sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation” 
(1:14).   

b.  The Lord created the angels for this reason, and He sends them from heaven 
to us, to protect us in all our ways.   

c.  If it is the Lord’s will, we will not even stub our toe on a rock.   
d.  If it is the Lord’s will, the enemy of our souls cannot touch us.   
 

4.  Because of this protection, the psalmist shows us what kind of exploits we can 
do, “You will tread upon the lion and cobra, the young lion and the serpent you 
will trample down” (v. 13).   
a.  These are images of the physical and especially the spiritual enemies we can 

overcome.   
b.  There is nothing we should fear with the Lord as our Shield, for nothing can 

hurt us.  We can attack even the kingdom of the evil one, and it will not be 
able to stop us.   

c.  Paul writes to the Romans, “For the report of your obedience has reached to 
all; therefore I am rejoicing over you, but I want you to be wise in what is 
good, and innocent in what is evil.  And the God of peace will soon crush 
Satan under your feet” (Rom. 16:19).   

d.  Think of the implications of this for evangelism.   
 

5.  Finally, the psalmist summarizes these blessings in the closing verses.   
a.  There is the promise of deliverance, of being set securely on a high place out 

of danger (v. 14).   
b.  There is the blessing of answered prayer, “He will call upon Me, and I will 

answer him” (v. 15).   
c.  There is the promise of the Lord’s presence with us in trouble; of rescue from 

danger and of honor in His presence (v. 15).   
d.  And there is the promise of a long life in this world and eternal life in the 

next.   
e.  There is so much here.  Each point would make a good sermon.  But this is 

the liability in going through a larger section of Scripture:  you don’t have 
much time to dwell on all the wonderful truths present.   

 
6.  Now by this time I’m sure you’re asking yourself the question, “Does this mean 

that no one will ever attack us or that we’ll never get sick or that we’ll never 
need to fear spiritual attacks?”   
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a.  No.  As long as we live in this world, we are liable to its dangers:  physical 
and spiritual.   

b.  Thankfully, the Lord has promised to work even all of these things together 
for our good.   

c.  But it does mean for the most part that when God brings His judgments on 
the earth, we won’t have to endure them.   

d.  When the Lord strikes the earth with war and disease because of its sin, He 
won’t strike us down with them.  When He gives a people over to their sin 
and Satan, He won’t hand us over with them.   

e.  Does this mean we won’t be affected at all?  No, we will.   
f.  Were there any Christians in the Twin Trade Towers?  Probably, but now 

they are in a far happier place.  The Trade Towers represent something very 
dear and important to this country that the Lord took away because of our sin.  
But He also used this as an occasion of bringing judgment upon the Iraqis for 
their sin.  His enemies were judged, but His people were delivered.   

g.  There have been many churches of believers attacked, killed and burned to 
the ground.  But this isn’t the Lord’s judgment.  He sometimes allows His 
church to go through persecution to purify it and strengthen it, and to bring 
some of His saints home.  He works it for their good.   

h.  God will not direct His judgments toward us.  We may still have to face the 
natural evils of this life and the attacks of the enemy against us, but they will 
not overcome us.   

i.  Even God’s judgments on our nation will affect us since we are a part of this 
society, but He will always work them to our benefit.   

 
B.  The blessing of protection here is clear.  But let’s consider what the psalmist says 

we must do to have it.   
1.  Notice throughout the psalm that these things are said to be true of a particular 

group of people.   
a.  Verse 1 says that it’s true of the one who dwells in the shelter of the Most 

High, who abides in the shadow of the Almighty.   
b.  Verse 2 says it’s true of the one who trusts in the Lord.   
c.  Verse 9 says it’s true of the one who makes the Lord his refuge.   
d.  Verse 14 says it’s true of the one who loves the Lord and who knows His 

name.   
e.  In short, these are the blessings He gives to those who believe in Him, who 

trust in Him, who run to Him for protection, who love Him and who know 
His name.   

 
2.  Are these things true of you?   

a.  Is the Lord your stronghold?  Are you trusting in Him?  Do you know Him 
and love Him?   

b.  If so, then He is your protector, your deliverer.  You may have great 
confidence.   
(i)  The Lord has created and pledged His angels for your protection.  

Nothing can ultimately hurt you.   
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(ii)  You may also do great things in the name of the Lord.  The Lord will put 
your enemies under your feet.   

(iii)  The Lord will deliver you from all troubles.  He will set you securely on 
high.  When you call on Him, He will answer.  He will be with you in 
trouble and will rescue you and honor you.  He will grant you a long life.  
And you will inherit His salvation.   

 
C.  But lastly, how can these things be true?  How can anyone trust Him like this?  

And why would He give any of these blessings to those who deserve the opposite?   
1.  It’s because there was One who went before us, who made the Lord His trust, 

and who through the Lord overcame and has tread down His enemies.   
a.  Jesus made His Father His stronghold.  He would not listen to the devil, but 

trusted in His heavenly Father.   
b.  And the Father protected Him.  He sent His angels to minister to Him.  And 

in this confidence, Jesus did great things in the name of the Lord.   
c.  He fulfilled the ministry His Father had given Him, and the Father put Satan 

under His feet, when He crushed his head on the cross.   
d.  Christ gave His life to do this, but the Lord delivered Him.   

(i)  The Father heard His prayer for help in the garden.   
(ii)  He gave Him the strength to go to the cross and endure hell on it.   
(iii)  He raised Him from the dead, set Him securely on high, bestowed on 

Him honor and glory, and granted Him eternal life for those who trust in 
Him.   

 
2.  Christ has done perfectly what is written here – He took refuge in the shelter of 

His Father – so that He might become the basis upon which we might do the 
same and the source of strength for us to do it.   
a.  He fulfilled this Scripture, so that it might be fulfilled in us.   
b.  Let’s look to Him then for the strength we need to take refuge in God from 

all our enemies and gain the confidence we need to serve Him boldly, 
without fear.  Amen.   


