
“He Will Convince the World” 

(John 16:8) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation:  So far we’ve seen two advantages to a revival:   

1.  First, it increases the number of Christ’s sheep that are brought in.   

a.  When a revival comes, the Gospel is preached with more power.   

b.  God’s people are enlivened.   

c.  Many more people are reached.   

d.  And so many more are saved.   

 

2.  Second, revival also causes more of Jesus’ enemies to bow the knee to Him.   

a.  God strikes fear into the hearts of wicked men.   

b.  It breaks their pride and causes them to give “feigned obedience.”   

c.  It doesn’t change their destination – only faith in Jesus will do that –  

d.  But it does change their path – even if temporarily.   

 

3.  These are both God’s goals for this world.   

a.  He’s promised to give two things to Jesus for His work of redemption.   

b.  One is a people –  

(i)  The people for whom He laid down His life –  

(ii)  Revival brings these people in more quickly.   

 

c.  The other is the world –  

(i)  The world that rejected Him –  

(ii)  Revival advances His rule in the world.   

 

d.  As we continue now to consider the subject of revival, let’s go behind the 

scenes to see what the Lord actually does to bring revival about.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  In our passage, Jesus tells His disciples He was going away.   

a.  But they were not to be sorry.   

b.  This would actually work out to their advantage.   

(i)  Once He left, He would send the Comforter – the Holy Spirit.   

(ii)  And when the Comforter came, He would do two things:   

(a)  First, He would strengthen the disciples personally:  He would guide 

them and build them up in holiness.   

(b)  Second, He would help them with their work –  

(1)  Their work was to disciple the world;  

(2)  The Spirit would facilitate this by doing a very important work:  

convincing the world of its sin.   
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2.  It should be clear by now that if people are going to change, their hearts have to 

change.   

a.  The affections have to be transformed.   

b.  The truth needs to be driven from the head to the heart.   

c.  That’s what happens in revival.   

(i)  More people trust in the Lord.   

(ii)  More people fear the Lord.   

(iii)  But the reason they do is because the Lord gives more of the Spirit’s 

work.   

 

3.  This morning, let’s consider two things the Spirit does in revival:   

a.  First, what He does for the unbelieving.   

b.  And second, what He does for the believer.   

(i)  Let’s not forget, that when we’re talking about revival, we’re not talking 

about something new, but something more.   

(ii)  The Spirit always does these things; but in revival He does much more.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what does the Spirit do in the hearts of the unbeliever?  He convinces them 

of the truth about themselves.   

1.  Jesus says, “And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and 

righteousness and judgment.”   

a.  “Convict” here means to convince:  to show someone something, to help 

them to see something for what it really is.   

b.  It seems to have a negative force – to show or convince someone of their 

error, to prove to them that they’re guilty.   

c.  What exactly will He convince them of?   

(i)  First, He will convince them of “sin” (v. 9).   

(a)  Not just what sin is – that it’s clearly against what’s good and right – 

(b)  But that they’ve actually committed it – that they are the man, so to 

speak.   

(1)  Those who are in love with their sin don’t want to be convinced 

that it’s wrong –  

(2)  The Spirit will show them.   

 

(c)  He’ll also show them what God thinks of it –  

(1)  How it provokes His anger – 

(2)  And that it makes them the objects of His wrath.   

 

(d)  He will convict them not only of sin in general, but of the greatest sin:  

Refusing to believe in His Son.   

(1)  When Jesus said this, He had His eye on the Jews of His day.   

(2)  But He was also undoubtedly looking down the corridors of 

history.   

(3)  Those who hear the Gospel – who receive such a great privilege – 

but do not receive Him – are guilty of a very serious crime.   
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(4)  The Spirit will make sure that they know this as well.   

(5)  Make sure that those of you who fall into this category listen!   

(6)  The Spirit has been sent to speak to you.   

 

(ii)  Second, He will convince them “concerning righteousness, because I go 

to the Father and you no longer see Me” (v. 10).   

(a)  Certainly this meant that the Spirit would convince the Jews that the 

One they rejected was righteous.   

(1)  The fact that He goes to the Father, and the Father receives Him,  

(2)  Means that He is who He said He was –  

(3)  The righteous and holy Son of God who takes away the sins of the 

world.   

 

(b)  But it also means He has the authority to give a perfect righteousness 

to all who trust in Him.   

(1)  He is the only One who can – the Spirit will convince the world of 

this.   

(2)  Those of you who haven’t received Jesus as your Savior need to 

listen to the Spirit,  

(3)  And you need to come to Jesus and trust Him to give you His 

righteousness – the only righteousness that God will accept, and the 

only one that will make you acceptable to Him.   

 

(iii)  Third, He will convince the world “concerning judgment, because the 

ruler of this world has been judged” (v. 11).   

(a)  He will make it plain to those Jews who accused Him  

(1)  Of being in league with the devil that not only is that not true,  

(2)  But He is the One who has judged and condemned the devil 

through His work.   

 

(b)  All authority and power has been committed to Jesus,  

(1)  Including the right to judge everyone for their sins.   

(2)  The Spirit is the One who reveals this truth.   

(3)  If He has shown you this in His mercy,  

(A)  Then turn to Jesus who alone can free you from judgment  

(B)  And pardon all your sins,  

(C)  And He will make you stand in the coming judgment.   

 

(iv)  This is the work the Spirit has come to do:   

(a)  To convince mankind that they have sinned,  

(b)  To convince them that Jesus alone has righteousness to save,  

(c)  And to convince them that if they don’t turn to Him, there will be 

judgment.   

 

2.  Jesus said that it was good that He left so that this Helper could come.   

a.  And what a great help He is.   
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(i)  Without His work, all our work would be useless.   

(ii)  What good is it to tell others that they’ve sinned,  

(iii)  And are in need of a perfect righteousness,  

(iv)  Or that they will be judged,  

(v)  If they don’t believe what you say.   

 

b.  The Spirit is the One who will convince them.   

(i)  The Lord has charged us with bringing the Gospel to others –  

(a)  Of declaring God’s righteous standard to them,  

(b)  As well as of His desire to be reconciled to them through His Son.   

 

(ii)  But He has sent His Spirit to convince them that what we’re telling them 

is true.   

(iii)  This is what the Spirit does for the unbeliever.   

 

B.  Second, what does the Spirit do for the believer?  He works in our hearts to guide, 

comfort and strengthen us.   

1.  Jesus said the Spirit would guide us into all the truth.   

a.  He didn’t mean He would do this apart from the Word – as many 

Charismatics believe.   

b.  Or show you how to enhance your own life and pleasure through the things 

of the world.   

c.  But that He would show you what you need to serve, glorify and enjoy God.   

d.  He will help you do what the Lord made you to do.   

 

2.  He will also comfort and encourage you.   

a.  As we were reminded last Lord’s Day in the fellowship devotional,  

b.  The Spirit is called the Paraclete, or Comforter.   

c.  He is the One the Lord has sent to encourage us in the ways of the Lord.   

d.  He will stoke the fire and keep our desire to serve the Lord alive in our 

hearts,  

e.  So that we will move forward in what the Lord has called us to do.   

 

3.  And He will give us boldness.   

a.  Jesus doesn’t say as much here, but He does in other places of Scripture.   

b.  He says through Paul, “For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of 

power and love and discipline” (2 Tim. 2:7).   

 

4.  He will show us how to advance the kingdom;  

a.  He will continually encourage us to advance the kingdom;  

b.  And He will give us the courage, love and discipline necessary to advance 

the kingdom.   

c.  We just need to be faithful in using the means of grace,  

d.  So that the Spirit will be able to work these graces in us.   

 

5.  In closing, let’s not forget:   
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a.  Everything God does, He does to advance the work of Redemption.   

(i)  Whether it’s gathering in His Son’s sheep,  

(ii)  Or subjecting of His enemies.   

 

b.  He does this through our work of getting His Gospel out, and through the 

Spirit He sent into this world.   

c.  Revival is simply the turning this process up.   

(i)  When the Lord sends revival,  

(ii)  He causes His Spirit to work more powerfully:   

(a)  In the hearts of His elect – by awakening and converting them,  

(b)  In the hearts of His enemies – by convincing them of sin, 

righteousness and judgment,  

(iv)  And in our hearts –  

(a)  To guide, encourage and strengthen us  

(b)  In our love and conviction of the reality of these things  

(c)  So that we’ll put our hands to the work He has commissioned us to 

do.   

 

d.  The Lord has already sent His Spirit – He is always at work in the world.   

(i)  But it’s our duty to be filled with the Spirit.   

(ii)  So that we might do what He calls us to do:   

(a)  Not the least of which is to pray that the Lord would send the Spirit in 

greater power,  

(b)  To advance His kingdom,  

(c)  So that the sleeping dead might be awakened,  

(d)  And the Lord’s sheep might be brought savingly in.   

 

e.  Next week, we’ll focus more on what the Lord calls us to be and do to 

promote revival.   

f.  But for now let’s pray that the Lord would work in our hearts and in the 

hearts of the lost by His Spirit in a way that would move His kingdom 

forward.  Amen.   
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