
"He Was Crucified, Yet He Lives" 
(2 Corinthians 13:4) 

Introduction: It is our privilege this morning, to participate in a precious 
ordinance which the Lord entrusted to His church on the night before His 
passion. The Lord's Supper is precious first because it was given to us by 
the One whom we love so much. Everything that comes from the hand of one who 
is dearly beloved has special meaning and worth. Second, it is precious 
because in it this One whom we love draws near to our soul. If the things of 
our Beloved are precious to us, how much more so is it when we can draw near 
to the one we love? Third, it is precious because it is a means by which our 
Lord feeds us on the merits of Christ and strengthens us that we might express 
our love more powerfully to Him through a life of obedience to His 
commandments. And lastly it is precious because it again reminds us of the 
infinite price which was paid by our Lord Jesus, in ordf~r to redeem our souls 
from the consequences of our sins. It is this last element that we will want 
to reflect on this morning. Jesus Christ gave His life for us, that we might 
live for Him. 

In chapter 13 of 2 Corinthians, Paul is telling the church of his 
intention to come to them agajn. His purpose in coming is given to us in 
verse 2; he is coming to rebuke those who have sinned. Some were scoffing at 
Paul, saying, "FOR HIS LETTERS ARE WEIGHTY AND STRONG, BUT HIS PERSONAL 
PRESENCE IS UNIMPRESSIVE, AND HIS SPEECH CONTEMPTIBLE." Paul replies to this, 
"LET SUCH A PERSON CONSIDER THIS, THAT WHAT WE ARE IN WORD BY LETTERS WHEN 
ABSENT, SUCH PERSONS WE ARE ALSO IN DEED WHEN PRESENT" (10:10-11). The 
Corinthians must have been influenced by them, for Paul says to them, "I HAVE 
PREVIOUSLY SAID WHEN PRESENT THE SECOND TIME, AND THOUGH NOW ABSENT I SAY IN 
ADVANCE TO THOSE WHO HAVE SINNED IN THE PAST AND TO ALL THE REST AS WELL; THAT 
IF I COME AGAIN, I WILL NOT SPARE ANYONE, SINCE YOU ARE SEEKING FOR PROOF OF 
THE CHRIST WHO SPEAKS IN ME, AND WHO IS NOT WEAK TOWARD YOU, BUT MIGHTY IN 
YOU" (v. 2-3). Paul is saying, "Since you are seeking for proof, I will give 
you that proof. I will come and show you that I do in fact have the authority 
from Christ to enforce what I say. But that is not what Paul wants to do. He 
would rather come to them in a spirit of meekness as he had done in the past. 
But he does not want them to think that his spirit of meekness indicates that 
he does not have authority. "FOR", he says, "INDEED HE [that is, Christ] WAS 
CRUCIFIED BECAUSE OF WEAKNESS, YET HE LIVES BECAUSE OF THE POWER OF GOD. FOR 
WE ALSO ARE WEAK IN HIM, YET WE SHALL LIVE WITH HIM BECAUSE OF THE POWER OF 
GOD DIRECTED TOWARD YOU." Christ was also one who appeared to be outwardly 
weak. Yet He also had authority. He was weak because of the role that He 
took in accomplishing redemption for His people, but He had all power and 
authori ty as God. Paul was merely following the same pattern. tHe says. "FOR 
WE ARE WEAK IN HIM, YET WE SHALL LIVE WITH HIM BECAUSE OF THE POWER OF GOD 
DIRECTED TOWARD YOU.", We are following His example, says Paul. But though we 
are weak like Christ was, that does not mean that we do not have apostoljc 
authority. God has given us the power to enforce what we say to you. 

But it is this weakness and strength of Christ, which Paul uses as an 
illustration, that we will want to look at this morning as we prepare for 
the Lord's Supper. The Bible tells us "THAT THOUGH HE "'JAS RICH, YET FOR 
YOUR SAKE HE BECAME POOR, THAT YOU THROUGH HIS POVERTY MIGHT BECOME RICH" 
(8:9). And what I want you to see through this sermon is, 

Your gracious Lord took upon Himself your nature, laid down His 
life and was raised again in order to give you life. 

I. 	 Paul Says, "FOR INDEED HE WAS CRUCIFIED BECAUSE OF ~IEAKNESS, .YET HE 
LIVES BECAUSE OF THE POWER OF GOD." 
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A. 	 What Does It Mean that "HE WAS CRUCIFIED BECAUSE OF WEAKNESS"? 
1. 	 Does :it mean that Jesus is not God after all, for the Bible 

says that God has all power? 
2. 	 Of course it doesn't mean that for the Bible says that Jesus is 

the One who created the heavens and the eartll (John 1:1), it says 
that He is the One wllo upholds all things by the word of His power 
(Heb. 1:3). Only one who has .limitless power could create what we 
see, and move all of it along according to His eternal and perfect 
plan. 

3. 	 What does it mean then that Christ was weak? Does it mean that 
Christ was helpless and defenseless and because He couldn't 
fight, they took Him by force and cruc.ified Him? 

4. 	 Of course it can't mean that either, for Jesus said to Peter, when 
the guards came to take Him and Peter drew a sword to defend Him, 
"OR DO YOU THINK THAT I CANNOT APPEAL TO MY FATHER, AND HE WILL 11T 
ONCE PUT AT llfY DISPOSAL MORE THAN TWELVE LEGIONS OF ANGELS? (Matt. 
26:53). Jesus was not weak in this sense. He had authority. No 
one could take Him by force if He was not w.illing to go with them. 
He could have had twelve legions of angels dispatched immediately 
to come to His aid. If one angel was able to destroy thousands of 
men at one time, how much protection do you think that 48-72 
thousand angels could give? 

5. 	 No. Jesus went willingly. He says that if He were to call upon 
those angels, "HOW THEN SHALL THE SCRIPTURES BE FULFILLED, THAT 
IT MUST HAPPEN THIS WAy?'1 (v. 54). 

6. 	 What does it mean then, that Jesus was crucified because of 
weakness? Well, obviously it refers to His incarnation. 

7. 	 As God, Christ could never suffer. There is no weakness in God. 
But as a man, He could suffer, and did suffer to bring about the 
reconciling of His people back to God. 
a. 	 Paul wrote to the Philippians, that Christ, "ALTHOUGH HE 

EXISTED IN THE FORM OF GOD, DID NOT REGARD EQUALITY WI1Y GOD A 
THING TO BE GRASPED, BUT EMPTIED HIMSELF, TAKING THE FORM OF A 
BOND-SERVANT, AND BEING MADE IN THE LIKENESS OF MEN" (2:6-7). 

b. 	 Paul tells us here that the eternally begotten Son of God, 
the One who was forever in the bosom of the Father, the One 
who is fully and completely God Himself, took upon Himself 
the nature of a man. He united Himself to it; He was joined 
together with it. But why would He do this? Why would the 
Son of God make such an infinite stoop? 

c. 	 The author to the Hebret-ls wri tes, "SINCE THEN THE CHILDREN 
SHARE IN FLESH AND BLOOD, HE HIMSELF LIKEWISE ALSO PARTOOK 
OF THE SAME, THAT THROUGH DEATH HE: MIGHT RENDE:R POWERLESS 
HIM WHO HAD THE POWER OF DEATH, THAT IS, THE DEVIL; AND 
MIGHT DELIVER THOSE WHO THROUGH FEAR OF DEATH WERE SUBJECT 
TO SLAVERY ALL THEIR LIVES" (2:.14-15). 

d. 	 Chris t, in His dea th, deal t a mortal wound to the serpent IS 

head, even as God had promised Eve that her seed would do, 
and delivered His peop.Ze out of his grasp once and for all. 

e. 	 Christ was crucified because of weakness, but it was the 
weakness of His human nature. He had to become a man so that 
He might die in the place of men. It was YOll and I who owed 
the debt to God. We are the ones who had broken His holy Law 
and earned the just sentence of death. You and I were the 
ones sentenced to the everlasting flames, not the Son of God. 
But if He was to take our place, He had to become one with lIS, 

And He did become one 'vith us, without giving up any of His 
divinity. Christ became a man to die, so that you and I would 
not have to die. 
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f. 	 And He did d.ie. He d.:ied the bordble deatll of the cross. He 
died in your place, if you are a Christ.ian here this morn.ing. 
Your s:ins were placed on His sinless brow. Paul wr.ites, "HE 
MADE HIM WHO KNEW NO SIN TO BE SIN ON OUR BEHALF, THAT WE 
MIGHT BECOME THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IN HIM" (2 COY. 5:21). 

g. 	 Does this give you a reason to be thankful this morning? It 
should. For if you lJad to beay your own sins, you would 
spend an endless eternity doing so. Christ d.ied to release 
His people from their sins. 

B. 	 But That Is not All. Though He Was Crucified Because of Weakness, 
"YET HE LIVES BECAUSE OF THE POWER OF GOD. 1/ 

1. 	 Though He was crucified. He did not remain dead. He was raised 
from the dead by the power of God. 
a. 	 Now the Bible sometimes says that the Father raised Jesus 

from the dead. Paul wrote to the Ephesians, "1 PRAY THAT 
THE EYES OF YOUR HEART MAY BE ENLIGHTENED, SO THAT YOU MAY 
KNOW. • • WHAT IS THE SURPASSING GREATNESS OF HIS PDriER 
TOWARD US WHO BELIEVE, WHICH IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
WORKING OF THE STRENGTH OF HIS MIGHT WHICH HE BROUGHT ABOUT 
IN CHRIST, WHEN HE RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD" (1: 18-20). 

b. 	 Sometimes, the Bible says that Christ raised Himself from 
the dead. Jesus said to the Jews who were trading in the 
Temple, "DESTROY THIS TEMPLE, AND IN THREE DAYS I WILL RAISE 
IT UP" (John 2:19). John said that He tvas speaking of the 
temple of His body. Jesus also said, "FOR THIS REASON THE 
FATHER LOVES ME, BECAllSE I LAY DOWN MY LIFE THAT I MAY TAKE 
IT AGAIN. NO ONE HAS TAKEN IT AWAY FROM ME, BUT I LAY IT 

.DOWN 	ON MY OWN INITIATIVE. I HAVE AUTHORITY TO LAY IT DOWN, 
AND I HAVE AllTHORITY TO TAKE IT UP AGAIN. THIS COMMANDMENT 
I RECEIVED FROM MY FATHER" (John 1O:.17-18). 

c. 	 The reason the Bible can speak of both the Father and the Son 
as raising Christ is because it was the power of God that 
raised Christ. And since both the Father and the Son are God, 
it was their power tl1at raised them. This is one of the 
mysteries of the Trinity. Whatever can be said of God, can be 
said of any of the three persons of the Godhead, just as you 
can say that the Father created, the Son created, and the Holy 
Spirit created. 

2. 	 But the point is that Jesus is alive. He is no longer dead. 
a. 	 He rema.ined for only three days in the tomb, and then was 

raised to life. Had He remained dead, then you would remain 
dead as well. Paul writes to the Corinthians, "IF CHRIST HAS 
NOT BEEN RAISED, YOUR FAITH IS WORTHLESS; YOll ARE STILL IN 
YOUR SINS. THEN THOSE ALSO WHO HAVE FALLEN ASLEEP IN CHRIST 
HAVE PERISHED. IF WE HAVE HOPED IN CHRIST IN THIS LIFE ONLY, 
WE ARE OF ALL MEN MOST TO BE PITIED" (1 Cor. 15:11-19). 

b. 	 It is not the death of Christ which gives you life, but the 
life of Christ. His death was to FeU' for your s.1ns. But 
His life is to give you life and sustain your life. 

c. 	 Christ is the resurrection and the life. And it is the fact 
of His resurrection that makes possible your resurrection. If 
Christ had not been raised, then being united to a dea.d Christ 
would only guarantee that when you die, you also would join 
Hinl in the grave. But being united to the living Christ, to 
the Christ who died to remove your guilt, to the Christ who 
was raised for your justification, to the Christ who now 
dwells in heaven, this guarantees your Life, your fo.rg:.iveness, 
your salvat.ion, and your permanent res.idence in heaven. 
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d. All that has happened to Christ. all that He has done to 
perfect salvation, becomes your's when by God's grace you 
are placed .in Him by the Spir.it of God. 

e. Christ is not weak. He ha.s t:he power to sav~~. And He can 
save to the uttermost those who ca.ll upon Him. 

f. And so as you come to the table this morning, let the 
elements of bread and wine remind you again of tIle sacrifice 
which Christ your Lord made for you. He who was the most 
blessed and holy Being, took to Himself that which was 
infinitely below Him, in order that He might lift you up 
with Him into the heavenlies. 

g. But let this also be a time for self-examination. All that 
Christ has done, all that He has gone through, will be of no 
benefit to you if you are found outside of Him on tbe final 
day. Paul exhorts the Corinthians, "TEST YOURSELVES TO SEE 
IF YOU ARE IN THE FAITH; EXAMINE YOURSELVES! OR DO YOU NOT 
RECOGNIZE THIS ABOUT YOURSELVES, THAT JESUS CHRIST IS IN YOU 
- UNLESS INDEED YOU FAIL THE TEST?" (v. 5). 

h. You have nothing to gain by not be.tng honest w.ith yourself 
with regard to your spiritual cond.Uion. Either the love of 
Christ is in your heart, or it is not. If it is, then your 
l.ife win show it by fervent love to God and by willing 
obedience to all of His commandments. Your life will be 
aimed at the glory of God and at His glory alone. But if it 
is not, then you will not love God from the depths of your 
beart, and you will find His comrnandments burdensome. Your 
life will not be directed to His glory, but to your own. 

i. And so examine your life as you come to the table this 
morning. If you are Cbrist's. then this table is for you. 
It is for your nour.ishment and growth in grace. But if you 
are not, then you need first to come to Christ that you 
might receive His mercy. You must seek after God to change 
your heart that you might come sincerely and honestly. Come 
to Christ. You win find that He is willing to receive with 
open arms all who come to Him in faith. Amen. 


