
”He Is Not Here, for He Has Risen” 
(Matthew 28:5-7)  

Introduction: Last week we saw the triumphal entry of Christ into 
the city of Jerusalem. He did not come as a king in triumphal 
procession, riding a beautiful white horse, rather He came in a 
meek and humble manner by riding the foal of a donkey. He did not 
come to assume the throne of Jerusalem and to rule over the Jews in 
an earthly kingdom, but He came to lay down His life that He might 
give to His people eternal life. This donkey that He rode was more 
than just an act of humility on His part, it was also an indicator 
of His mission to lay down His life to ratify the New Covenant by 
His blood that He might bring in everlasting righteousness. 

fact that after Jesus was a few days in the city, that He was 
arrested, placed on trial before the religious and political 
leaders of Jerusalem, found guilty by them of blasphemy because He 
claimed to be the Son of God, and was subsequently handed over to 
the Romans, mistreated, scourged, and then crucified. After His 
death, He was taken down from the cross and laid in a tomb, the 
tomb of a secret disciple named Joseph of Arimathea. But Christ 
was not to remain in that tomb, for it was impossible that death 
should hold down the Son of God. Rather He was raised in a 
glorious display of God’s power over death, hell and the grave. 
And what I want you to take a good look at this morning is the 
empty tomb of Christ, and to see that 

The subsequent narration of the Gospels bears witness to the 

Jesus Christ is no longer in the tomb, for He has risen 
just as He said He would, to fulfill all that He promised. 

I. First I Want You to Hear the Words of the Angel Who Said, ”He 
Is Not Here, For He Has Risen, Just as He Said.” 
A. Christ Was no Longer in the Tomb, for He Had Been Raised 

from the Dead as He Had Prophesied Beforehand. 
1. After Christ was crucified, His body was laid in a tomb. 

a. Christ suffered one of the most excruciating and 
painful deaths in the discharging of His people’s 
sins. 
ti) 

tiil 

tiiil 

He did not suffer for His own sins, for He was 
the spotless Lamb of God. Peter says to those 
chosen of God, ”YOU WERE NOT REDEEMED WITH 
PERISHABLE THINGS LIKE SILVER AND GOLD FROM 
YOUR FUTILE WAY OF LIFE INHERITED FROM YOUR 
FOREFATHERS, BUT WITH PRECIOUS BLOOD, AS OF A 
LAMB UNBLEMISHED AND SPOTLESS, THE BLOOD OF 
CHRIST” (1 Peter 1: 18-19]. 
Jesus committed no sin, rather He took upon 
Himself the sins of His people in order that He 
might bear God’s just wrath against them. ”ALL 
OF US LIKE SHEEP HAVE GONE ASTRAY, EACH OF US 
HAS TURNED TO HIS OWN WAY; BUT THE LORD HAS 
CAUSED THE INIQUITY OF US ALL TO FALL ON HIM” 
(Isa. 53:6l. 
It is because of the wickedness of His people, 
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who wanted only to do things their own way, 
and not God’s way, that Christ had to die if 
He was to accomplish their redemption. 

tivl Yes, Christ suffered physical torment on the 
cross. But the anguish of His soul was felt 
most keenly, when that terrible separation 
occurred with God, when He became the bearer 
of that mass of sin. 

fully the justice of God for His own. 
tvl And so Jesus died on the cross to discharge 

b. And after His crucifixion had issued in His death, 
He was laid in the tomb. 

2. But early in the morning, on the first day of the week, 
Christ was raised from the dead demonstrating His power 
over death. 
a. Christ foretold that He would be raised from the dead. 

ti) In Matthew 16: 21, we read, ”FROM THAT TIME JESUS 
CHRIST BEGAN TO SHOW HIS DISCIPLES THAT HE MUST GO 
TO JERUSALEM, AND SUFFER MANY THINGS FROM THE 
ELDERS AND CHIEF PRIESTS AND SCRIBES, AND BE 
KILLED, AND BE RAISED UP ON THE THIRD DAY.” 

tiil And these things happened ”JUST AS HE SAID.” 

b. He was raised that death’s power over His people 
might be forever broken. 
ti) 

tiil 

tiiil 

t ivl 

tVl 

tvi l 

If Christ had remained in the grave, then 
death would have swallowed Him up. 
If Christ had remained in the tomb, then there 
would have been no indication that the Father 
had accepted the sacrifice of His Son for His 
people. 
”BUT NOW CHRIST HAS BEEN RAISED FROM THE DEAD, 
THE FIRST FRUITS OF THOSE WHO ARE ASLEEP. FOR 
SINCE BY A MAN CAME DEATH, BY A MAN ALSO CAME 
THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD” (1 Cor. 
15: 20-21 1. 
NOW, ”DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP IN VICTORY. 0 
DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY? 0 DEATH, WHERE 
IS YOUR STING?” (1 Cor. 15:54-55). 
Peter, on the day of Pentecost, said, ”AND GOD 
RAISED HIM UP AGAIN, PUTTING AN END TO THE 
AGONY OF DEATH, SINCE IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR 
HIM TO BE HELD IN ITS POWER” (ACTS 2:24). 
Christ was raised, in order that He might 
bring to His people also resurrection from the 
dead. 

B .  Christ Is Showing You this Morning that He Alone Has Power 
over Death. 
1.  Christ was raised from the dead for His justification 

and for that of His people. 
a. Christ, because He bore the sins of His people on 

His body, needed justification. 
ti) Christ took upon Himself the guilt of those He 
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tii) 

tiii) 

t iv) 

tV) 

b. But 

represented. ”AND HE HIMSELF BORE OUR SINS IN 
HIS BODY ON THE CROSS” (1 Peter 2:24). 
”CHRIST REDEEMED US FROM THE CURSE OF THE LAW, 
HAVING BECOME A CURSE FOR US--FOR IT IS 
WRITTEN, ’CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A 
TREE” (Gal. 3: 13). 
And because He bore this sin and guilt and 
became a curse for His people, He also needed 
to be justified from this guilt, and He was 
through the resurrection. 
And so the Scripture speaks of the Christ, 
”WHO WAS DECLARED THE SON OF GOD WITH POWER BY 
THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD, ACCORDING TO THE 
SPIRIT OF HOLINESS, JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD” 
(Rom. 1:4). 
God did not abandon His holy One to the power 
of Sheol, but raised Him again to demonstrate 
that His sacrifice was accepted. 

His justification, becomes that of His people 
as well. 
ti) Christ, as Adam, did not represent merely 

Himself, but also His people in the work He 
accomplished. 

BECAUSE OF OUR TRANSGRESSIONS, AND WAS RAISED 
BECAUSE OF OUR JUSTIFICATION” (Rom. 4: 2 5 ) .  

tiii) When Christ was justified, He accomplished 
justification for all of His people. 

tii) Paul writes of Him, ”HE WHO WAS DELIVERED UP 

2. And God is saying to you this morning that if you are 
to overcome death, hell and the grave, then you must be 
united to this One who overcame death. 
a. This victory is only accomplished in the Lord Jesus 

Christ; it cannot be acquired any other way. 
b. And if you are to be justified, if you are to be 

forgiven of all your sins, and to be accounted as 
one who does everything right in the sight of God, 
then you must come to Christ in faith, you must 
turn from your self and your own self-sufficiency, 
and turn to Christ alone to be saved. 

11. Secondly, I Want You to Accept the Invitation of the Angel to 
View the Empty Tomb. ”Come and See the Place Where He Was 
Lying. ” 

A. The Angel Bid Them to Come and to See the Irrefutable 
Evidence that Christ Had Conquered Death. ”He is not here 
. . . come and see.” 
1.  The angel had rolled away the stone to reveal that 

Christ was no longer there. 
a. Out text reads, ”NOW AFTER THE SABBATH, AS IT BEGAN 

TO DAWN TOWARD THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK, MARY 
MAGDELENE AND THE OTHER MARY CAME TO LOOK AT THE 
GRAVE. AND BEHOLD, A SEVERE EARTHQUAKE HAD 
OCCURRED, FOR AN ANGEL OF THE LORD DESCENDED FROM 
HEAVEN AND CAME AND ROLLED AWAY THE STONE AND SAT 
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UPON IT. m n  HIS APPEARANCE WAS LIKE LIGHTNING, 
ANn HIS GARMENTS AS WHITE AS SNOW; ANn THE GUARDS 
SHOOK FOR FEAR OF HIM, AND BECAME LIKE DEAD MEN” 
(w. 1-4). 

b. The angel opened the tomb that they might be able 
to see that the One that they sought was no longer 
among the dead, but among the living. 

2. But the angel didn’t tell the women to take His word 
for it, but commanded them to see for themselves that 
what he had told them was the truth. 
a. In Luke we are told that they entered and did not 

b. 

c. But the angel wanted them to see the empty tomb, 

find the body of Christ. 
He was not there because He had already risen from 
the dead. 

which has been something that none of the opponents 
of Christianity have ever been able to refute. It 
is but one of a long list of irrefutable proofs 
that Christ is who He said He was. 

d. He is the Son of God; He did accomplish what He 
said that He would. 

B. The Lord Jesus Christ Bids You to Come to Him and to See 
that He Is Who He Says He Is. 
1.  Someone has said that Christian evidences are nothing 

more than unbelief looking for an excuse to believe. 
a. Faith is not as some present it, believing that something 

is true when there is absolutely no proof for it. 
ti) There are some religions where their teachings 

are based upon the integrity of their teacher. 
There are other which are based upon 
unverifiable revelations of men. 

that are most probably self induced. 

labeled faith, but credulity, or gullibility. 

but what the facts demonstrate to be true. 

tii) 

tiii) Still others are based upon supposed experiences 

tiv) But belief in these things should not be 

tv) Faith is not believing against the facts, 

b. Everyone lives by faith, but it is not faith in nothing, 
or faith against the facts, but faith in the facts. 
ti) For instance, there is no one here that can 

prove that your name is what you claim it to 
be. All of you were named by someone else and 
then it was told to you. You simply believed 
their word, or the word of the doctor who 
wrote it on your birth certificate. 

anyone by the name of George Washington ever 
lived. But it is something that you accept by 
faith, because of the historical proof. 
There are very few things which can be proven 
to you and much more that must be taken by 
faith. Even once you’ve seen it, you still 

tii) There is also no one here that can prove that 

tiii) 
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have to rely upon the fact that you have a 
good memory, and put faith in it. 

tivl All of us live by faith. 

2. But Christ invites you to examine the evidence this 
morning to see that it testifies to what He says. 
a. Christ knows your weakness and He offers evidence 

b. He does not bid you to come against the facts, but He 
that what He says is true. 

gives to you irrefutable confirmation that He is indeed 
the Messiah, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of 
the world. 
ti) 

tiil 

tiiil 

t ivl 

tVl 

tvi l 

The world and the Bible testify to God’s 
truth. 
Nature testifies in its complexity that there 
is one who designed it. 
The human conscience bears witness that the One 
who made it is also a conscious Being. 
Human morality testifies to the fact that the 
One who created it is moral. 
The Bible bears out the fact that all this is 
true about God, but also offers many other 
convincing proofs that it is His revelation 
and that what it says about Christ is true, 
through miracle, fulfilled prophecy, and in 
the fact that everything it puts forth as 
truth is true. 
Christ said if you don’t believe My words, 
then believe My works, ”FOR THE WORKS WHICH 
THE FATHER HAS GIVEN ME TO ACCOMPLISH, THE 
VERY WORKS THAT I DO, BEAR WITNESS OF ME, THAT 
THE FATHER HAS SENT ME” t John 5: 361. 

c. Christ affirms that He is the Son of God, and that 
you must take hold of Him by faith in order to be 
saved. 
ti) No one has ever been able to disprove what 

Christ has said. 

that He is truth itself. 

will discover it in the next, but far too 
late. 

tiil Come and examine the evidence and you will see 

tiiil If you do not discover it in this life, you 

I I I .  And Lastly, I Want You to Hear the Command of the Angel to 

A. The Women Were not to Keep this Good News to Themselves, 
the Women to Go and Tell His Disciples. 

but Were to Proclaim the Glad Tidings to Christ’s 
Di sci pl es . 
1.  The angel told them to go quickly and tell these things 

2. The women were so thrilled by the news, the text tells 
to His followers. 

us that, ”THEY DEPARTED QUICKLY FROM THE TOMB WITH FEAR 

(Mat t . 28: 8). 
AND GREAT JOY AND RAN TO REPORT IT TO HIS DIsCIPLEsjj 
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B. If You Are the Lord’s this Morning, then Christ Calls You 
to Bear Witness to His Truth Among His People. 
1.  You are to bear witness to it in His church. 

a. You are to bear witness to it by gathering on the 
Lord’s Day to worship Him. 
ti) Your being here is a testimony to His people 

that you believe in Him and want to obey Him. 

confessing His name to others. 
(ii) When you worship Him openly, you are openly 

b. You are to bear witness of it through the power of 
a changed life which exhibits Christ-like character. 
ti) As the life of Christ is diffused through your 

life, even as leaven works its way through 
bread dough, it shows in your actions. 

(ii) The change which Christ makes is a powerful 
testimony of the transforming power of His 
resurrect ion. 

c. And you are to bear witness to it by making Christ, 
who is at the center of your heart and soul, the 
center of your conversation. 
ti) What you say reveals what your heart is full 

of, ”FOR THE MOUTH SPEAKS OUT OF THAT WHICH 
FILLS THE HEART” (Matt. 12:34). 

(ii) Do you want to know what your heart is really 
devoted to? Listen to yourself talk. 

(iii) Christ calls you to be devoted to Him in your 
heart, so that when you speak, Christ and His 
kingdom will be the center of your conversation. 

2. And secondly, you are to bear witness to Christ’s 
people who are outside the church, who have yet to be 
gat hered. 
a. You are to bear witness to Him by sanctifying His 

holy day. 
ti) The keeping of the Sabbath is one of the most 

powerful witnesses to Christ’s resurrection. 
(ii) Why is it that you do not pursue your own desires 

on Sunday like the rest of your neighbors? 
Why do you go so often to church, once or 
twice on Sunday, instead of just at Christmas 
and Easter like the rest of the world? 
Why don’t you solicit other businesses as well 
on that particular day? 

(v) It is because it is on that day that your Lord 
rose from the dead, and it is that day which 
the Lord has commanded you to sanctify. 

(iii) 

(iv) 

b. You are to bear witness to it by telling your neighbors, 
those you work with, your family and friends about their 
danger and their need of Christ. If you don’t tell 
them, how will they know? 

enemies of Christ a reason to blaspheme Him by behaving 
in a way that brings reproach on Christianity. You are 

c. And you are to bear witness by not giving any of the 
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to live a holy life. 
d. And you are to do it with great joy. Christianity 

is not a burden for those who truly know Christ, it 
is the highest joy; there is nothing that they 
would rather do. 

e. People of God, the tomb is empty; Christ has risen 
from the dead, and because He lives, you who trust 
in Him shall live also. Bear witness to this truth 
by the giving of your lives to Him. And tell 
others of His wonderful life-transforming power. 
Amen. 


