
“He Has Risen!” 

(Matthew 28:6) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  This morning, we’re looking at one of the most foundational teachings of Christianity:  the 

resurrection.   

1.  There are several things you need to believe to be saved:   

a.  That the Bible is God’s Word.   

b.  That God is Triune.   

c.  That Jesus is God the Son.   

d.  That He became a man, by being conceived and born of a Virgin.   

e.  That He lived a perfect life and died on the cross to save those who believe.   

 

2.  But you must also believe He was raised from the dead.   

a.  Because Jesus said He would be raised (Mark 8:31) – if He wasn’t, He was a liar.   

b.  Because if He wasn’t raised, then He wasn’t who He said He was – He wasn’t the 

Savior – because the Savior was to be raised.   

c.  Because if He wasn’t raised, He wasn’t even able to save Himself.   

c.  Because if He wasn’t raised, then you won’t be either – you have placed your hope 

on a lie; when you die, you will perish.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Thankfully, that isn’t the case.   

a.  Matthew – one of many eye-witnesses – tells us Jesus has been raised.   

b.  If you have trusted in Jesus, you are safe, you will see heaven.   

 

2.  This morning, let’s consider two things:   

a.  What the resurrection meant for the disciples.   

b.  What it should mean for you.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  Let’s consider what the resurrection meant for the disciples.   

1.  First, Matthew tells us the tomb was empty – Jesus was gone.   

a.  He had been betrayed.   

b.  He had been tried and sentenced.   

c.  He had been crucified, died and was buried.   

d.  But now three days had passed and the tomb was empty.   

e.  What had happened?   

(i)  Did the disciples take Him?  No, they had a hard time believing He wasn’t there.   

(ii)  Did His enemies take Him?   

(a)  No, they set a watch so the disciples wouldn’t take Him.   

(b)  They didn’t want Him to go missing.   

(c)  They accused the disciples once He was gone (Matt. 27:62-66; 28:12-15).   

 

f.  What really happened was He had risen, just as He said.   
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(i)  Jesus told them in advance about His betrayal, condemnation, execution, His 

three days and nights in the tomb, and His resurrection.  “And He began to teach 

them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders 

and the chief priests and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again” 

(Mark 8:31).   

(ii)  He told them so when it happened, they would believe.   

(a)  Prophecy is a powerful apologetic.   

(b)  No one can know the future but the God who controls the future.   

(c)  He told them so that when it happened you would believe.   

 

2.  The Lord also wanted eye-witnesses, so the angel said, “Come see the place where He 

was lying.”   

a.  Come and see for yourselves – seeing is believing.   

b.  But He wanted more witnesses, so the angel sent them to tell the disciples.   

c.  Then He wanted them to spread the good news – it shouldn’t be kept to yourself, 

especially when it’s also for others.   

d.  When Peter and John heard, they ran to the tomb; but they didn’t know what to think 

until Jesus appeared to them.   

(i)  Luke says when they first saw Him they were afraid (24:37).   

(ii)  But their fear soon turned into joy (v. 52).   

(iii)  Sometimes we’re so slow to believe.   

(iv)  Once we do, it brings joy.   

 

3.  Why were they so happy?   

a.  Because their Lord, the One they loved, who was taken from them and killed, was 

alive again.   

b.  Because death no longer had any power over Him – they saw now that He was the 

Prince of Life – that He was not only alive but had the power to give life.   

c.  Because it proved to them who Jesus was – all He said was true.   

(i)  God’s Son.   

(ii)  The Savior of the world.   

 

d.  Because it was the evidence that He had done what He said He would do.   

(i)  He had satisfied God’s justice – the resurrection shows that the Father accepted 

His payment.   

(ii)  If He satisfied God’s justice, then He also did their debt.   

(iii)  They were safe – they would pass judgment and enter heaven.   

(iv)  Consider what things would be like if He hadn’t been raised.   

(a)  Paul says if Jesus hadn’t been raised, your faith would be worthless.   

(b)  You would still be in your sins.   

(c)  Those who had died would have perished.   

(d)  If you placed your hope on a Savior who was dead, you of all people would 

be most to be pitied (1 Cor. 15:13-19).   

(e)  The fact He had been raised gave them great joy.   

 

d.  It proved that He was the Lord of all.   

(i)  That He would rule and overrule all things for their good.   
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(ii)  That every knee would eventually bow before Him.   

 

e.  And they knew He would continue to pray for them.   

(i)  His prayers for them had already brought many blessings.   

(ii)  They could expect them to continue and one day to see heaven.   

(iii)  We’ll see more about this tonight.   

 

4.  They were so happy, they were willing to do certain things:  tell others, even to lay 

down their lives in so doing.   

a.  If heaven is waiting for you, why not?   

b.  This is one of the most powerful evidences for the truth of the resurrection – their 

willingness to lay down their lives.   

(i)  They were there; they knew what really happened.   

(ii)  If this had been a hoax they perpetrated, why die for it?   

(iii)  No one dies for something they know isn’t true – even those who die for a lie do 

so because they believe it’s true.   

(iv)  These believed Jesus rose – because they saw Him – over 500 did – and that’s 

why they were willing to give their lives to tell others.   

 

B.  What should the resurrection mean to you?   

1.  If you’re a believer, you should be happy for the same reasons as they.   

a.  The One you love is alive!  He’s free from death!  He has the power of life, and He’s 

shown you by giving you life.   

b.  He’s satisfied your debt, you will pass judgment.   

c.  Your hope isn’t for nothing – you’re not believing a lie.   

d.  Your Lord is ruling and overruling everything for your good.   

e.  One day all your enemies will submit to Jesus.   

f.  And He is praying for you – you will see heaven.   

 

2.  This should move you to do two things:  the same two as the disciples.   

a.  To tell others about Him.   

b.  To be willing to pay whatever price you must to serve Him.   

c.  You too are witnesses – you have seen the resurrected Lord through faith.   

 

3.  What about you who haven’t trusted Him?  You should be afraid.   

a.  The fact that He was raised means there will be a final judgment.   

b.  The fact that He was raised means that He will be your judge.   

c.  The fact that He was raised means you will be raised and judged on that final day for 

all your sins.   

d.  This event is the evidence this is true, as Paul preached to the philosophers on Mars 

Hill in Athens (Acts 17:30-31).   

e.  Unless you repent and turn to the Savior.   

f.  Do so now; trust the Lord, and you will be saved.  Amen.   
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