
 

“He Carried Away Our Diseases” 
(Matthew 8:14-17) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  The Bible tells us that Jesus went around the countryside teaching and preaching the kingdom 
of God.  But He not only preached and taught, He also healed.  Now He did this for more than one reason.  
Yes, it is true that Jesus did these works as a sign that He was sent from God and divinely inspired, so that 
the people would listen to Him, so that He would have authority in their sight.  But He also did these things 
to show us the compassion of God towards our suffering.  Remember, that after He came off the Mount, He 
first healed a leper, and not as we would probably do it if we were in His position -- with a word --, but by 
touching this man who was untouchable, by touching this one who had a terrible disease which was spread 
by touch.  Jesus did this to show His kindness and mercy to this man, to show His compassion.  We also saw 
Jesus’ willingness to go and heal the Centurion’s servant.  Here, there was not only the example of the 
strength of the Centurion’s faith and the many other ways he showed that it was genuine through his love, 
sacrifice, and humility -- showing us, as well, that it was the Lord’s will that Gentiles be included in His 
kingdom --, but we also saw the compassion of Jesus in His willingness to go and minister to this man’s need 
simply at his request.  This morning, we will look at two more examples of Christ’s compassion in His 
healing of Peter’s mother-in-law and in the healing of the demon-possessed and ill.  But let us not forget in 
these examples what the most important reason was for Christ’s doing these miracles of healing.  It was to 
show us that  
 
  Christ had the compassion and the necessary authority to take away our sins.   
 
I.  First, let’s consider the compassion of Christ to the apostle Peter’s mother and the results it 

produced in her life.   
A.  We read in verse 14, “And when Jesus had come to Peter’s home, He saw his mother-in-law lying 

sick in bed with a fever.”  Now what can we learn from this?  Really quite a bit, things which are 
related to our main theme and things which are not, but things which will be profitable for us.   
1.  The first thing we notice about this verse is that Peter had a home.   

a.  The parallel account in Luke’s Gospel tells us that this home of Peter was in the city of 
Capernaum (4:31, 38).  But even if we didn’t have this account in Luke, we would still assume 
that this was the case from the fact that Jesus had met the Centurion, or at least the Jewish 
elders and the Centurion’s other friends, in the city of Capernaum, just prior to this.   

b.  Now why is it important that Peter had a home?  Well, we mustn’t forget what Jesus told us 
were the qualifications for discipleship.  Jesus said to the rich young ruler, when he asked 
Jesus what that one thing was he lacked that kept him from eternal life, “If you wish to be 
complete, go and sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you shall have treasure in 
heaven; and come, follow Me” (Matt. 19:21).  When the ruler realized in his heart that he was 
not able to part with these things, he went away sad.  Jesus said something very similar to the 
rest of His followers as well.  He said, “So therefore, no one of you can be My disciple who 
does not give up all his own possessions” (Luke 14:33).  The question that is always raised by 
this is, Does this mean that if I am to be saved, I must part with everything I have in life?  The 
answer is yes!  But it doesn’t necessarily mean that you will not have anything in life.   

c.  In order to become a Christian, you must, as Jesus said, be willing to give up everything you 
have.  You must leave it behind.  You must let go of it.  It no longer belongs to you, but it all 
belongs to God, including your spouse, your children, your house, your car, and everything 
you possess.  Actually, these things were never yours in the first place, they were God’s.  What 
you must do is acknowledging that to yourself and to Him, and be willing to let go of any of 
these things at a moment’s notice, if God should call you to.  Now God won’t call you to give 
up your spouse or your children entirely.  It is your duty to take care of them and to fulfill your 
covenantal responsibilities towards them.  It is your duty to love and minister to your spouse.  
It is your duty to raise your children to the glory of God.  You can’t very well do these things if 
you leave them behind.  But certainly, it may cost you some of your time with them.  Certainly 
it means that they must move down in your affections below God.  If your love and affection 
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for them becomes greater than it is for God, so that you begin to neglect the other 
responsibilities the Lord calls you to, then you have made them idols, and they must be 
dethroned.  The Lord may also call you to leave your extended family members to go live 
somewhere else for His glory.  He may call you to give up your house and your possessions to 
go out on the mission field.  If He does, you must be ready and willing to go.   

d.  Peter had a house, which means that a Christian may own property and have possessions.  He 
wasn’t required to take everything and given it to the poor, as Jesus had commanded the rich 
young ruler.  Surely you have wondered at some time whether this commandment to the rich 
young ruler also applies to you.  It does, if your possessions possess you.  But if not, then 
realize that the Lord is the One who gives you what you have so that you might take care of the 
obligations He has given you towards your families.   

e.  Peter had possessions, but we know that his possessions did not possess Him.  Apparently, 
when Jesus first met Peter, he lived in Bethsaida (John 1:44).  But we see here that he later 
moved to Capernaum, perhaps because Jesus had made His home there.  This was not a big 
move, as least as far as distance, since it was only to the other side of the sea of Galilee, but it 
showed us that Peter was willing to move, if in doing so he might better fulfill his Lord’s 
purposes in his life.   

 
2.  The second thing we notice here is that Peter had a mother-in-law.   

a.  Now in order to have a mother-in-law, you must be married.  And so we see that Peter was 
married.   

b.  Now this shouldn’t come as a surprise to us, but we must remember that there are segments of 
the historic Christian church that still believe it is better not to marry, and that the clergy 
cannot marry.  Such is the case with the monks of all monastic orders and the priests.  Men in 
the past would even put away their wives for the chance to obtain heaven in the cloisters.   

c.  But here is one of Christ’s apostles who had a wife.  His responsibilities as an apostle of Christ, 
at the time in which he ministered, appears to have limited his time with her, but he was still 
married.  Christ has never required that those who would serve Him should not marry.  As a 
matter of fact, Paul points out that an elder should be the husband of one wife.   

d.  This also tells us that to be unmarried is not necessarily better than to be married.  However, we 
would all have to admit that Paul is right where he says that a person who has the gift of 
contentedness, and who can remain unmarried without sinning, will have much more time to 
serve the Lord.   

 
3.  The third thing we notice is that Peter’s mother-in-law was living with him.   

a.  We will pass over all of the degrading jokes that have been made regarding mother-in-laws to 
this biblical principle:  we are to honor our parents.   

b.  Here Peter takes seriously the fifth commandment by taking his mother-in-law into his own 
home, in order that he might provide for her.  Perhaps her husband was dead, and she was left 
all alone in the world and destitute.  She doesn’t appear to have been too old and weak to work 
at all, at least not when well, for this is what she does when she is healed.  But since a 
woman’s work in those days was primarily in the home, and because she was older, it would 
have been difficult for her to make her own way without help.   

c.  This shows us by way of example how we ought to treat our aging parents.  When they become 
too old to take care of themselves, but don’t require specialized medical care, we should not 
put them into convalescent hospitals, or perhaps even retirement homes.  They should remain a 
part of our family until the day the Lord takes them home.  It is our responsibility as their 
children to provide and care for them when they cannot take care of themselves, even as they 
provided and cared for us when we were young and helpless.  To be unwilling to take care of 
our parents after all that they have sacrificed for us is the sign of a hard and ungrateful heart.  
If it should be found in us and unrepented of, we may, in the Lord’s Providence, find ourselves 
in the same position in our declining years.  Let us learn from this to love and care for our 
parents.   

 
4.  The last thing we notice in this verse is that when Peter’s mother-in-law was sick, he was caring 
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for her.   
a.  Matthew writes that she had a fever.  Luke, being a physician as he was, tells us that it was a 

“high fever.”  It was very serious.  It probably threatened her life.   
b.  And so we read that she was lying in bed, and undoubtedly Peter and his wife were constantly 

attending her.   
c.  What else can love and the commitment of family ties dictate?  If our loved ones are sick, if the 

members of our household are weak from some illness, it is our responsibility to take care of 
them.  It is our responsibility to minister to them until they get well.  This responsibility is also 
ours as members of the covenant community of Christ.  If there are those around us who 
cannot care for themselves, it is up to us to care for them.  Can we imagine that Christ would 
have us do anything otherwise?  The Lord tells us that we must love our neighbors as 
ourselves.   

 
B.  But now this situation would not do.  The suffering of this woman needed to be relieved.  Peter 

needed to be freed up so that he could minister to the Lord and be discipled by Him.  And so we read 
that Jesus  “touched her hand, and the fever left her; and she arose, and waited on Him” (v. 15).   
1.  Here again we see the compassion of Jesus in ministering to this woman and to Peter’s household.   

a.  He reached down and touched her hand.  Or it may also be rendered that He took hold of her 
hand, perhaps to raise her up, and she did arise, and was made well.   

b.  Now this not only provided another sign by which those who were in the house might know 
that Jesus was indeed the Messiah sent by God to declare His word and will, since He had 
again displayed His sovereignty over the realm of sickness, but it also shows us the mercy of 
Jesus.  Here is a woman who was sick.  Luke tells us that she was suffering from a high fever 
(4:38).  Those who were in the house were asking Him to show pity on her (v. 38b).  And so 
Jesus condescended to heal her.  Our Lord again shows that He is not untouched by our 
suffering and concern.  He cares for us.   

 
2.  But I would draw your attention to the effect that this had on the woman herself.  What did she do, 

once she was made well?  “She arose, and waited on Him.”   
a.  She didn’t say, “Thank you Jesus.  You really helped me a lot.  And now I’ll just go about my 

own business.”  No.   
b.  Her only inclination at that point in time was to minister to the One who had ministered to her.  

She waited on Him.  The word in the Greek literally means she deaconed Him.  She gave the 
proper response of gratitude.  When someone does something very special for us, not to 
acknowledge that favor in a special way is to show that person we really aren’t thankful.  It’s 
to show them that what they did was really not that important to us.  But Peter’s mother-in-law 
didn’t leave Christ’s act of kindness to be forgotten in the sea of many other unspoken thanks.  
She immediately arose and waited on Him, showing her thankfulness, and perhaps even her 
affection for Christ.   

c.  What have you given to the Lord for all of His benefits that He daily showers upon you?  This 
woman ministered to the Lord.  The psalmist said that he would lift up the cup of salvation and 
call upon the name of the Lord.  What will you do?  Nothing less than a life given whole-
heartedly to the service of Christ can even come close to the debt of gratitude we owe Him for 
His mercies to us.   

 
II.  But having seen these things, let us now take a brief look at what happened immediately after this.  

Matthew continues, “And when evening had come, they brought to Him many who were demon-
possessed; and He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were ill” (v. 16).   
A.  Word had gotten out that a healer with compassion was near, and now all of the people were bringing 

their sick to Jesus to see if He would have mercy on them as well.   
1.  We are told that they came out at evening.  But why did they wait until evening?   

a.  We learn from Luke’s account that Peter’s mother-in-law was healed on the Sabbath day.  It 
appears as though the people believed what the Pharisees taught, that it was unlawful to heal 
on the Sabbath.  And so perhaps they waited until the sun went down -- which signaled the end 
of the Sabbath day --, in order to bring their sick to Jesus.   
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b.  But is it wrong to heal on the Sabbath?  Is it wrong to do good on the holy day of the Lord?  
No.  Jesus, by healing Peter’s mother-in-law, and by the many other things He did on that high 
day of the week, has shown us that it is lawful to do good on His day.  It is a sin for us to work, 
or to do anything else which is not absolutely necessary to be done on that day, but it is not 
sinful for us to do good.  It never is.  It is always our duty and our privilege.  But of course this 
doesn’t mean that you may do good only on the Sabbath.  It is right to do good every day.  And 
so let us be prepared at all times to do good to others, so that when the Lord providentially 
provides the opportunities, we will be ready.   

 
2.  Jesus was ready.   

a.  These people brought their demon-possessed and their sick to Him, and He healed them all.  He 
did good to them.  He had compassion on those who were ill, and drove the demons out of 
those who were possessed.    

b.  I should also point out that even here we see Christ spoiling the strong man’s house and 
rescuing His people from his evil kingdom.  Later the Pharisees will accuse Him of doing these 
things by the power of the devil.  But Jesus will declare to them that just the opposite is true:  
this is the plainest evidence that could be given that the kingdom of God had arrived.   

 
B.  But lest we become too simplistic, and think that all Jesus was concerned about was the physical 

welfare of these people, we must also consider the closing words of this account of Matthew.  Jesus 
did these things, “In order that what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, saying, 
‘He Himself took our infirmities, and carried away our diseases’” (v. 17).   
1.  What Jesus did, He did here for at least two reasons.   

a.  He did it to show the compassion and kindness of God, as we have seen.   
b.  But He also healed the sick to point to who He was:  He was none other than the One Isaiah 

spoke about, the suffering servant, the Messiah, the One who was coming not only to bear our 
physical burdens, but also our spiritual burdens.   

 
2.  Jesus did not heal only to show that He has power over their sicknesses, but also that He had power 

over their sins.   
a.  Remember what Jesus said to those who thought He was blaspheming, because He told the 

paralytic that his sins were forgiven?  He said to them, “‘Why are you thinking evil in your 
hearts?  For which is easier to say, “Your sins are forgiven,” or to say, “Rise, and walk”?  But 
in order that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins’ -- then 
He said to the paralytic -- ‘Rise, take up your bed, and go home.’  And he rose, and went 
home” (Matt. 9:4-6).  He did that which was harder to say and prove, in order that He might 
show them that He could to the more difficult thing:  He could forgive sins.   

b.  These miracles, Isaiah said He would do, were meant to reveal Him as the One who could and 
would take away the sins of God’s people.  Matthew clearly refers them to the removal of 
physical illness.  But Peter, in 1 Peter 2:24, tells us that they refer to the removal of our sins.  I 
believe, as I have already said, that the Lord’s authority over physical sickness points to His 
much more important authority over spiritual illness.  It is this that Jesus came to bear.  It is not 
that our physical welfare is unimportant to Jesus, as we have seen.  But our spiritual welfare is 
much more important.  We would do well to consider that Jesus does not promise to heal us 
from our all our physical problems, as some teach today.  Jesus does not promise to free us 
from all of our financial burdens, as others insist.  But He does promise us to free us from the 
guilt of our sins, and ultimately the pollution of our sin, if we will turn to Him in faith and 
repentance.  Jesus came to bear our sins in His body on the cross.  He came to bear our griefs 
and to carry away our sorrows.  And this He will do, if we will only trust Him to do it.   

c.  Now Jesus did not do this for everyone.  If He had, then everyone would experience this 
blessing.  But He did carry away the sins and sorrows of His people.  If you are trusting in 
Jesus this morning to save you, if your life shows that you are by your submission to His holy 
will, then He has carried away your sins.  You are saved!  But if you are not trusting in Him, 
then you must realize that He is the only way of salvation.  You must come to Christ in faith 
and repentance, or you will be lost forever.  And so if you are burdened by the sins which you 
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bear, if your conscience will not give you any rest because it constantly condemns you, then 
come to Christ.  Believe on Him.  He will take the burden of your sin away and give you the 
spirit of rejoicing.   

d.  But lastly, what should be our response to Him if He has taken away our sins?  I would again 
point you to that very obscure person whom we were briefly introduced to this morning:  to 
Peter’s mother-in-law.  How did she show Jesus her thankfulness to Him?  She immediately 
arose and waited on Him.  Paul too, when he was struck off his horse by the Lord, when his 
heart was changed in that moment, submitted to Jesus and said, “What shall I do, Lord” (Acts 
22:10)?  The proper response is obedience:  not to just some of the Lord’s will, and not to just 
most of it, but to all of it.  Jesus said, “He who has My commandments and keeps them, he it is 
who loves Me; and he who loves Me shall be loved by My Father, and I will love him, and will 
disclose Myself to him” (John 14:21).   

e.  Do you love Jesus?  Do you really love Him?  Then keep His commandments, for that is how 
Jesus says you can show Him that you really do.  Amen.   


