
 

“He Came Not to Call the Righteous, But Sinners” 
(Matthew 9:12-13) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  The world in this age has lost its conviction of the realities of another world.  
There was a time, even in our country’s past, that a majority believed in God, in life beyond the 
grave, and in the judgment of all men; and they trembled.  But such a time is past.  In their 
eyes, God is dead.  The fires of hell were put out a long time ago.  They no longer tremble.  
They no longer think about future judgment.  At least, they try not to at the present time.  
Science has learned too much to take those things seriously.  Life is to short to let it go by doing 
things which they really have no taste for.  After all, they think, they really aren’t all that bad.  
Even if there is a god, he will surely accept them.  Their good works will outweigh their bad on 
the day of judgment, and God will receive them into heaven.  But this is nothing more than 
self-deception.  They are using everything that they possibly can to tear down the knowledge of 
God so that they can live with themselves and their present lifestyle.  They love their sin far too 
much to give it up.  I would remind you again of the apostle Paul’s words in Romans 1, “For the 
wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who 
suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because that which is known about God is evident within 
them; for God made it evident to them” (vv. 18-19).  They put the knowledge of God out of 
their minds and convince themselves that all is well.  But this is not new in the history of the 
world.  The religious leaders of Jesus time did basically the same thing.   
 These leaders were called the Pharisees.  They were a group of men who had set 
themselves apart to study the Law of God and to become teachers of it.  However, they missed 
entirely what the purpose of the Law was and how they were to keep it.  They thought that by 
this Law they might gain the righteousness they needed to find acceptance with God.  However, 
its real purpose was to show them their sin, that it might drive them to Christ.  They strove to 
live up to its outward requirements, but missed its most important lessons, those which dealt with 
their hearts.  The end result was the same as it is with men today.  They saw themselves as 
righteous, and not in need of any help from God.   
 But Christ is telling us this morning that we need to beware this kind of an attitude.  It is 
not only those who are in and of the world who can become dead to their need of Christ, it can 
also happen to those within the church.  Whenever we begin to think that we can do it on our 
own apart from Jesus, we are standing on very dangerous ground.  The Lord’s Table, which we 
are preparing to come to this morning, warns us against this very thing.  It tells us that if we 
could do it on our own, Christ would not have had to die.  What this passage of Scripture 
teaches us this morning, is that 
 
 You will only see your need of Christ, if you can also see your sick and sinful 
condition.   
 
I.  First, Christ Tells Us that He Did Not Come to Call the Righteous to Repentance.   

A.  When Jesus Saw that the Pharisees Were Grumbling over the Fact that He Was 
Associating Himself with the Tax-Gatherers and Sinners, He Thought He Would Teach 
Them an Object Lesson.   
1.  The Pharisees, for the most part, were not believing on Christ.  They were, in fact, 
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doing everything they could to try and discredit Him.   
a.  They were constantly questioning Him and His disciples.   
b.  They questioned everything that He did.  He could do nothing right in their eyes.  

They constantly criticized.   
c.  The real reason for their hatred, of course, was that Christ’s words indicted them, 

they convicted them and showed them what they really were, hypocrites.   
d.  Men who are full of darkness and sin hate the light of God’s truth.  It is unwelcome 

to them because they have no taste for it, no relish of its beauty.  All it does is 
expose their wickedness, and they hate it.   

e.  Christ’s words were a pure and holy light which penetrated to the depths of their 
hypocrisy and showed them their true character, as well as exposing it to others.   

 
2.  And that is in fact the reason why Jesus gives them this simple illustration in answer to 

their criticizing question to His disciples as to why He eats with tax-gatherers and 
sinners.   
a.  He said, “It is not those who are healthy who need a physician, but those who are 

sick.”   
b.  Jesus says, “You are asking Me why I am eating with these?  I will tell you why.  

The physician does not go to those who are healthy.  He goes to those who are sick, 
to those who realize that they have need of a healer.  To them, the doctor is very 
welcome.  So neither do I go to those who think that all is well with their souls.  I 
go to those who are sick, who see that they are sick.  I go to those who sense their 
need of Me.”   

 
B.  By Implication, of Course, Jesus Was Saying that the Pharisees Did Not See Their 

Spiritual Sickness, and Therefore Could Not See Their Need of the Spiritual Physician.   
1.  Christ’s message was not for them.  They thought that they were righteous.  They 

thought that they were right with God.  And they were not willing to entertain the fact 
that they might be wrong.   

2.  The Bible tells us that in fact they were wrong.  There are none who are righteous, 
who do not need Christ.   
a.  It is a sad thing when someone stands in great spiritual need but is blinded to that 

need.  It is like a man who is dying of a deadly disease, but who refuses to 
acknowledge that he is in any danger.  However, to be blinded to spiritual sickness 
is far worse, because the consequences of that moral disease is far worse.   

b.  This blindness was in fact a judicial blindness which the Lord brought upon them 
because of their hardness of heart.  The Lord said to Isaiah the prophet, “Go, and tell 
this people: 'Keep on listening, but do not perceive; keep on looking, but do not 
understand.'  Render the hearts of this people insensitive, their ears dull, and their 
eyes dim, lest they see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their 
hearts, and return and be healed” (Isa. 6:9-10).   

c.  When a man continually closes his ears and hardens his heart against the truth of 
God, God will send further blindness and darkness upon them.   

d.  This is a very sad state for a man.  It is worse than any life threatening illness that 
can come upon them, because it is a soul threatening illness which has much more 
serious consequences.  It leads to eternal damnation.   
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e.  If that is your condition this morning, beware.  For unless God opens your eyes and 
gives you a concern for your eternal welfare, you shall surely perish.   

f.  But this also warns us that even those within the church can become blinded and 
hardened against the truth and to their need of Christ.  God can and does harden the 
hearts of His people to discipline them for their sins.   

g.  Sometimes God will bring chastening by way of outward circumstances.  Things 
all seem to turn against you.  At other times it may be by way of physical problems, 
perhaps a sickness or a long term illness or a terminal disease.  But by far the most 
serious discipline that He gives is that of partially hardening the hearts of His people 
from the fear of Him.   

h.  Isaiah writes, “Why, O LORD, dost Thou cause us to stray from Thy ways, and 
harden our heart from fearing Thee?  Return for the sake of Thy servants, the tribes 
of Thy heritage” (Isa. 63:17).   

i.  You may know that you are under this kind of discipline when your fear of the Lord 
dwindles, when you are not afraid any longer.  You are under this discipline when 
you become insensitive to His commands, when you don’t take Him or His Word 
seriously.  It is when holiness is no longer your chief goal in life, when you are 
happy with your present condition and level of sanctification, when you are no 
longer hungering and thirsting after righteousness.  If these things are happening to 
you, then you are under this hardening.   

j.  If this describes you, then you need to repent.  Precious time is being lost.  Time 
which can never be regained.  Precious rewards of grace are slipping through your 
hands.  The precious grounds of a true and holy assurance are being lost to you.  
Throw yourself upon Christ.  Throw away your self complacency, throw away the 
idea that you have arrived.  Beg Christ to open your eyes again to the truth of what 
His will is.  And then begin to seek it with all of your might!   

k.  The truth is you have as much need of Christ now as when you first set out on your 
journey, and if you don’t see that, may the Lord graciously open your eyes to that 
fact.   

l.  The Pharisees were deceived into thinking that they had arrived, but they were far 
from the truth.  Thinking that they were on the narrow road to life, they were 
actually on the broad road to destruction.   

 
II.  Christ Did Not Come to Call the Righteous, Those Who Thought They Didn’t Need 

Him.  He Came to Call Sinners to Repentance.   
A.  Jesus Said , “It is not those who are healthy who need a physician, but those who are 

sick.”   
1.  A sick person knows that he needs a doctor.   
2.  He seeks the help of the one who is able to make him well again.   

 
B.  In the Same Way Those Who See that They Are Sinners, Who Know that There Is No 

Hope For Them in Themselves, Who See Their Poverty and Shame in the Sight of God, 
These, at the Same Time, Will See Their Need of Christ.   
1.  Christ did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.   
2.  All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.   

a.  That, as we have already seen, is the purpose of the Law, to show us how far short 
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we actually fall of the glory of God, and how much we need Christ.   
b.  It isn’t until a man realizes this that he is in a position to receive God’s gospel.   
c.  As long as he thinks he is okay, as long as he entertains thoughts of acceptance with 

God on the basis of his own works, he is on the very broad road of destruction.   
d.  But when his eyes are opened to his bankruptcy in God’s sight, when he sees 

himself stripped of all of his own righteousness, when he realizes that he is naked 
and filthy in the sight of God, then there is hope for that man.   

e.  Now he sees his sickness.  Now he sees his need of the Savior.  Now he will seek 
the physician of souls.   

f.  How do you view yourself before God?  Do you see that you are poor and wretched 
in His sight?  Do you see that you are sick and in need of His care?  Then have you 
embraced Him and do you continue to embrace Him daily in faith and repentance?  
Then bless the Lord for He has visited you with salvation.  He has given to you a 
spiritual treasure beyond compare.  He has opened your poor blind eyes to the 
beauty of Christ, and given you the strength to enter into the door which leads to life.  
Don’t loose for a moment the sense of your reliance upon Him.  Keep seeking Him 
and have your eyes fixed above.  Don’t ever think that you have arrived, until you 
actually set your feet within the gates of the heavenly city.  As the author to the 
Hebrews puts it, “Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no 
one will see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14).   

g.  But on the other hand are you still outside of the Savior this morning?  Have you 
still not repented of your sins and embraced the Lord?  Is there still some secret or 
open sin that you cherish above Him that you are not willing to let go?  You must let 
it go or it will drag you into hell with it.  Turn from your sins, and run to Christ.  
Lay hold of Him.  Ask Him to take away your love for sin and to give you a love for 
Him.  Seek the Lord.  Seek the Lord while He may be found.  Come to the Savior 
and find peace with God.   

 
3.  But there is yet one more important lesson for us here this morning.   

a  Jesus told the Pharisees with their self-righteous attitude to go and learn what this 
means, “I desire compassion, and not sacrifice.”   

b.  The Pharisees looked down their noses at those who did live up to their standards.  
They treated sinners as outcasts and separated themselves from them.  They saw 
themselves as righteous and could not bear the company of those who fell short of 
their mark.   

c.  How often do we find within ourselves the heart of the Pharisee?  We think that we 
have arrived and everyone else is below us.  We cannot soil our holy clothing with 
the dirt of their presence.  And so we keep far from them and never reach out to 
them with the love of Christ, the love which compelled Him to eat with tax-gatherers 
and sinners, in order that He might tell them of the love of God.   

d.  Brethren, the Lord wants us to love those who are outside of Christ.  He wants us to 
be concerned about their welfare.  He wants us to love them even as we love 
ourselves.   

e.  He also wants us to love one another.  He wants us to have the same concern for 
each other as a man does for the several different parts of his own body.  We are to 
love our brothers and sisters, even if in our eyes they fall short of what we believe 
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the standard is.  If Christ tells us that we are to love our enemies, how much more 
those who are a part of the same body of Christ.   

f.  Spiritual pride can be our undoing, even as it was the Pharisees.  They gave the 
Lord the outward sacrifices of obedience, but they missed the inward exercises of 
compassion and mercy, the fruits of Christian love.   

g.  God desires compassion, and not sacrifice.  And it isn’t until you see yourself also 
as a sinner who falls infinitely short of the mark, it isn’t until you are humbled by 
your own sin that you will be able to have mercy on those who may seem a little or a 
great deal beneath you.   

h.  May God grant to us compassion and mercy to love one another and to build one 
another up into the fullness of Christ, and not to bite and devour one another until we 
destroy each other.   

i.  May God grant to us all grace to learn these valuable lessons.  And may He cause us 
to search our hearts as we prepare to come to the Lord’s table this morning, that we 
may confess our sins to Him and renew our commitment to Him and to one another 
in Christian love.  Amen.   


