
“Have You Committed the Unpardonable Sin?” 

(Mark 3:28-30) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we saw there were three things to consider in this portion of 

Scripture:   

a.  The response of Jesus’ family to come out and help Him when they heard of 

His popularity and seeming inability to get adequate rest and refreshment.   

b.  His binding of the strong man and the beginning of His work of plundering 

his house.   

c.  And the unpardonable sin.   

 

2.  We took up the second of these and noted three things:   

a.  That with the binding of Satan, there’s nothing he can do to prevent Jesus 

from plundering his house.   

b.  And that you can know you’ve been plundered from the devil’s house 

through the sense your sins have been forgiven (a clean conscience) and the 

evidence that the power of sin has been broken in your life (a godly life).   

c.  Don’t forget the encouragement to evangelize that was also here – since the 

Lord has broken down the doors of Satan’s kingdom, you should do all you 

can to bring as many as you can through that breach, as long as it’s still open.   

d.  May the Lord grant each of us the grace to do so.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, let’s consider the third of these three points:  the unpardonable 

sin.   

a.  What it is and why it’s unforgivable has puzzled commentators throughout 

the centuries.   

b.  Augustine considered it the most difficult topic in the Bible.   

c.  It’s difficulty might explain why Edwards dealt with it repeatedly – he didn’t 

want any of his congregation to commit it, but to steer safely to Jesus.   

d.  You may have had this concern at some point in your life, or may have it 

now, so it will be helpful for us to deal with it as well.   

 

2.  Let’s consider three things:   

a.  What the unpardonable sin is.   

b.  Why the Lord will not forgive this sin.   

c.  And how you can know whether or not you have committed it.   

 

 

 

II.  Sermon.   
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A.  First, let’s consider what the unpardonable sin is.  Notwithstanding Augustine’s 

struggle with the question, understanding it isn’t that difficult.   

1.  The three accounts we have of it in Scripture all deal with the same event – the 

false accusation of the scribes/Pharisees.   

a.  The scribes saw clearly that Jesus was able to cast out demons with a word, 

but instead of receiving this as undeniable proof that He was the Messiah, 

they accused Him of being “possessed by Beelzebul,” and – which amounts 

to the same thing – of casting “out the demons by the ruler of the demons.”   

(i)  Last week, we saw how unreasonable their conclusion was.   

(ii)  If Satan has in fact taken up arms against his own kingdom, he is finished 

(v. 26) – this could not be the case.   

 

b.  Their sin was compounded by the fact that it was not made ignorantly.   

(i)  They knew who He was and how He must be doing these things.   

(ii)  They knew He must be from God and was doing this by the Spirit.    

(iii)  And knowing this, they maligned the Spirit.   

(iv)  This is the unpardonable sin – to blaspheme the Holy Spirit in the full 

knowledge that that’s what you’re doing.   

(v)  Mark says Jesus charged them with this sin, “because they were saying, 

‘He has an unclean spirit’” (v. 30).   

 

c.  Knowing this will help you better understand the definition of the 

unpardonable sin Jonathan Edwards gives in one of his miscellanies:  “It 

seems to me by the Scripture, that the sin against the Holy Spirit is this: for a 

man, when convinced in conscience, to set himself with a free and full will to 

reproach, or otherwise openly and contumaciously to malign the Holy Ghost 

in his office, or with respect to his gracious operations.  I say, with a free and 

full will; that is, the man must be perfectly free from any disorder, and he 

must do it without restraint.  Sometimes men commit sin when there is one 

will against another, so that he may be said in some respect to do what he 

would not; there is something in him that resists it.  It is free and deliberate 

choice, and not from any violent push of Satanic suggestion, or from being 

under the power of great distress, or violent fears of damnation, and the like.  

'Tis from full will, from a settled malice, with a rational, deliberate, full 

design” (M 380).   

d.  If this is correct, that means this sin may still be committed today.   

(i)  Edwards believed the critics of the Great Awakening in his day drew 

perilously close to committing this sin, when they attributed the work the 

Lord was then doing by His Spirit to Satan.   

(ii)  He wrote:  “Those that maliciously oppose and reproach this work, and 

call it the work of the Devil, want but one thing of the unpardonable sin, 

and that is doing it against inward conviction.”   

 

2.  Understanding the unpardonable sin is specifically directed against the Holy 

Spirit can also help you to understand other circumstances where the Lord may 

seem severe in His judgments.   
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a.  Such as Hebrews 6:4-6, where the author writes, “For in the case of those 

who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and 

have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word 

of God and the powers of the age to come, and then have fallen away, it is 

impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to 

themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame.”  This sin is clearly 

committed against the Spirit’s work.   

b.  Or as in the case of Simon the magician in Acts 8:20-22, who thought the 

Spirit was something that could be bought and sold, “But Peter said to him, 

‘May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the 

gift of God with money!  You have no part or portion in this matter, for your 

heart is not right before God.  Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours, 

and pray the Lord that, if possible, the intention of your heart may be 

forgiven you.”   

c.  Or as in the case of those brought out of Egypt that perished in the 

wilderness.  After they had repeatedly resisted the Lord’s Spirit, and that in 

spite of His many miracles, the Lord swore they would never enter into His 

rest, “For forty years I loathed that generation, and said they are a people 

who err in their heart, and they do not know My ways.  Therefore I swore in 

My anger, truly they shall not enter into My rest” (Ps. 95:10-11).   

d.  Each of these sins was particularly directed against the Spirit and His work.   

 

B.  Second, let’s consider why the Lord will not forgive this sin.   

1.  Understanding the nature of this sin is an important step, but it does raise an 

interesting question:  Why won’t the Lord forgive this particular sin, especially 

when He is willing to forgive all other sins?  Jesus says, “‘Truly I say to you, all 

sins shall be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever blasphemies they utter; but 

whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty 

of an eternal sin’” (vv. 28-29).   

a.  Some believe it’s because the Spirit is the One who converts.   

(i)  To sin against Him is to cut off any means of salvation.   

(ii)  This is at least partially true.   

 

b.  Others see it as something temporary:   

(i)  As long as your heart is set against the Spirit, He will not convert you; if 

you repent, He will.   

(ii)  But how is this different from any other sin?   

 

c.  Others don’t really have any idea and just accept it at face value and move 

on.   

 

2.  Edwards gives us a very plausible explanation:  The Lord won’t forgive this sin 

because it committed particularly against God’s love.   

a.  What does he mean by this?  Isn’t every sin you commit, committed against 

His love?  Not in this sense.   
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b.  To understand what Edwards means, you must understand his view of the 

Trinity.   

(i)  He believed – as the historic church also has – that the Father is neither 

begotten nor proceeding, that the Son is eternally begotten, and that the 

Spirit eternally proceeds from the Father and the Son.   

(ii)  But he also held a unique view of the eternal procession of the Spirit.   

(a)  The Father eternally loves the Son, and the Son, the Father.   

(b)  This love that they breathe out – as it were – towards one another from 

all eternity is the Holy Spirit.   

(c)  He is the love of God, the love that the Father and the Son share, the 

same love He is willing to share with you, if you will trust in His Son 

and turn from your sins.   

 

(iii)  When someone maligns and blasphemes that pure and infinite love, that 

loveliness of God, that is a sin God can’t overlook.   

(a)  Edwards writes, “One reason why this sin is called the sin against the 

holy Ghost is that spite and malice, and scorn the ingredients of it are 

so directly contrary to the nature of the holy Ghost who is love” (M 

297).   

(b)  He further writes, “THE UNPARDONABLE SIN is called the sin 

against the Holy Ghost (1) because it is sin against great light and 

convictions of the Holy Ghost; (2) because it consists in malice and 

spite, which [are] the direct contrary to love, which the Holy Ghost is; 

(3) because it is malice against the Holy Ghost, which is the very 

loveliness of God, and so a scornful hatred of it [as] represented in the 

Word and appearing in the hearts and lives of men” (M 355).   

(c)  It’s true that every sin has something of the unpardonable sin in it, in 

that it resists the Spirit and disregards His person and work (such as 

David’s sin of adultery and murder).  But there is a line that can be 

crossed – a line of no return – where the Lord will not forgive the 

affront and abandon you forever.   

(d)  This is something you should remember each time you are tempted to 

sin against the Lord:  every sin grieves the Spirit and quenches His 

work.    

 

C.  Finally, let’s consider how you can know whether you have committed this sin.   

1.  I’ve run into several Christians over the years who were afraid that they had.   

a.  Maybe you’ve wondered the same about yourself, probably all of us have at 

one time or another – the more serious any sin is, the more you’ll be 

concerned that you might have committed it.   

b.  So how can you know?   

 

2.  The key to knowing is remembering what the Spirit does to bring us to 

salvation:  He convicts and converts.  If you still have either work going on in 

your heart, then you haven’t committed the unpardonable sin.   
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a.  If you had, the Lord would have withdrawn His saving mercies from you 

forever.   

(i)  If you can sense His leading, if you can sense His testimony that you are a 

child of God, if you can sense the love God has for you and the love you 

have for God, if you still love the path of holiness and want to walk in it, 

you couldn’t have committed it – these are the evidences that He is present 

in your life in a saving way.   

(ii)  If you do have them, know that the Lord will never allow you to fall 

away from Him so as to commit this sin.   

 

b.  If you don’t have these things – especially His love in your heart – if you’re 

not a believer, you can know you haven’t committed the unpardonable sin if 

you can sense the work He does in the hearts of the unconverted – His 

striving with your spirit, convicting you, convincing you of your sins and of 

your need of Christ.   

(i)  If you see Him working to bring you to Himself, you have not committed 

this sin; if you had, you wouldn’t even care.   

(ii)  But you do need to be careful.   

(a)  You are in a position where you could commit it.   

(b)  If you continue to refuse the Lord’s overtures to come to His Son, you 

may one day push Him too far.   

(c)  Certainly, if you resist Him to the end of your life, you will.   

(d)  Don’t stay in that condition – Turn from your sins and come to Jesus 

Christ now in faith.  He will never turn you away.   

(e)  Listen again to the warning of the author to the Hebrews, “Today, if 

you would hear His voice, do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, as 

in the day of Massah in the wilderness, when your fathers tested Me, 

they tried Me, though they had seen My work.  For forty years I loathed 

that generation, and said they are a people who err in their heart, and 

they do not know My ways.  Therefore I swore in My anger, truly they 

shall not enter into My rest” (Psalm 95:7-11).   

(f)  Don’t harden your heart.  Yield to the Spirit and live.  Amen.   
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