
“Grow in Knowledge and Love” 
(Galatians 6:6, 9-10) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we considered the principle of God’s justice:   
a.  That God will return to us the things that we do.   

(i)  If we sow fleshly things into our souls, we will reap fleshly things, or 
more sin.   

(ii)  But if we sow spiritual things, we will reap greater spirituality and 
greater rewards because of it.   

 
b.  For the unbeliever this means:   

(i)  As he continues to expose himself to the things that incite his flesh, he 
will become worse – harder to the things of the Lord, commit more sin, if 
not in what he does, at least in the way he does it.   

(ii)  And because of this, he will reap greater judgment on the Day of 
Judgment.   

(iii)  Some unbelievers sow more sin into their lives than others, and because 
they do, they will become worse and be judged more severely.   

 
c.  Obviously, the principle of sowing and reaping applies to us as well:   

(i)  No, we won’t be judged for our sins, but that doesn’t mean it doesn’t 
matter what we expose ourselves to or what we do.   

(ii)  Our hearts still have sin in them:   
(a)  If we expose ourselves to more temptation, we will find a greater 

desire to sin in our hearts.   
(b)  The stronger this desire is, the more likely we’ll be to fall into sin.   
(c)  At the same time, the stronger our sinful desire is, the less we’ll do 

good works, and the more even the works we do will be polluted.   
(d)  All this adds up to more wood, hay and stubble for the Day of 

Judgment and a greater bond-fire at the seat of Christ’s judgment 
throne.   

(e)  How blessed we would if the Lord put the fire to our works only to 
have nothing burn.   

(f)  Sadly, this won’t be the case with anyone.   
 

(iii)  On the other side of the coin, we – unlike the unbeliever – have grace in 
our hearts:   
(a)  The more we use the means of grace, the more we feed our souls with 

spiritual things, the more spiritual we’ll become.   
(b)  The more spiritual we become, the more we’ll desire to do the Lord’s 

will and the more we’ll be able to do His will in the way He wants us 
to.   
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(c)  And the more we do His will out of love, the greater our reward of 
blessedness will be in heaven.   

(d)  Our goal then is to make our loss as minimal as possible, and at the 
same time to maximize what is left – the good works for which we will 
receive a reward.   

 
2.  What Paul says, though it is meant to create some measure of fear in our hearts, 

at the same time should also provide the key to overcoming our sins.  Do you 
want to sin less and obey more?   
a.  Sow to the flesh less and the Spirit more.   
b.  Stay away from the things that tempt you:  Stop stoking the fires of your 

lusts.   
c.  And begin stoking the fires of holy affections through the means of grace.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, Paul gives us two specific principles further to fortify our lives 
against sin, two ways to sow to the Spirit:   
a.  One has to do with how we receive the things we are taught from God’s 

Word.   
b.  The other has to do with how we put those principles into practice.   
c.  Together, it amounts to faith – what we believe – and life – what we do.   
 

2.  I want us to see two things:   
a.  First, we are eagerly to receive and mediate on the things we receive from our 

teachers.   
b.  Second, we are to put the things we learn into practice.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we are eagerly to receive and meditate on the things we receive from our 
teachers:  “The one who is taught the word is to share all good things with the one 
who teaches him” (v. 6).   
1.  Many believe this passage has to do with supporting financially or materially 

your ministers.   
a.  Certainly the Scripture tells us that “the elders who rule well are to be 

considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard at 
preaching and teaching” (1 Tim. 5:17).  It says, “‘You shall not muzzle the ox 
while he is threshing,’ and ‘The laborer is worthy of his wages’” (v. 18).   

b.  But this principle doesn’t seem to fit the context here.   
(i)  It’s possible that Paul might simply be giving us a variety of 

responsibilities, this being one of them.   
(ii)  But that doesn’t seem to be what he’s doing.   
(iii)  His comments are still directed towards the issue of sowing to the flesh 

or the Spirit, and while every Christian duty can be seen as sowing to the 
Spirit ( as we saw this morning), there is another understanding of this 
passage that better fits the context.   
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2.  It may be better to translate the verse in this way, “The one who is taught the 
Word is to/must share with the one who teaches in all good things.”   
a.  The word for “share” here is koinoneo, from which we get the word koinonia.  

It can mean to share, take part in, participate, of have communion in.   
b.  While “good things” here could be understood as monetary or financial 

things, it more likely means the good things that are taught.   
c.  In this view, the idea would be that we are to participate, share, or commune 

with the one who teaches in his teaching or in the sound biblical doctrine he 
teaches from Scripture:  In other words, we are to learn these things and own 
them ourselves.   

d.  There are several advantages to this principle as a means to strengthen us 
against sin:   
(i)  This is one way to sow to the Spirit:  it is His Word, shares His character, 

is the message He is pleased to bless, it reveals to us who He is and what 
He is like.   

(ii)  It helps us clearly understand the way of truth:  The Spirit doesn’t lead us 
purely by an inward movement:  He leads us through the Word:  “Your 
Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” (Psalm 119:105).   

(iii)  It helps us clearly to identify sin:  So that we might not sow to the flesh:  
“Sin is lawlessness” (1 John 3:4).   

(iv)  It is a means of grace:  as the Spirit works through the Word, He also 
communicates His nature to us.   

 
e.  And so we are to adopt these biblical principles, own them, share them with 

others.   
f.  If we do this, it will strengthen us against false doctrine, such as that of the 

Judaizers.   
g.  We, like our teachers, are to have a sound biblical faith.   

 
B.  Second, we are to put the things we learn into practice:  specifically, doing good to 

all men, especially to our brothers and sisters in Christ (vv. 9-10).  “Let us not lose 
heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary.  So then, 
while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who 
are of the household of the faith.”   
1.  The purpose of all our instruction is that we might be equipped to do good 

works.   
a.  “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be 
adequate, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16).   

b.  And the purpose of doing good is that we might sow to the Spirit that we 
might reap spiritual things.   
(i)  For one thing, we will reap progress for the kingdom.   

(a)  The kingdom generally advances through the work of God’s people.   
(b)  This is the means He has appointed – not immediately, not through 

angels, but through His people, as they use their gifts, as they pray, 
evangelize, and do acts of charity (Ex.:  Diaconal work).   
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(c)  Sometimes the Lord will advance the kingdom quickly through 
revival, and even then we are still the means He uses.   

(d)  We must not grow weary in doing good, for this is the way we will 
honor our Lord who has saved us through His mercy and grace.   

 
(ii)  If we sow to the Spirit by doing good, we will also reap holiness of life.   

(a)  We can’t serve the Lord without receiving something in return.   
(b)  As we seek Him in prayer, we grow.   
(c)  As we evangelize, we grow.   
(d)  As we do acts of charity, we grow – spiritually stronger, more mature.   
(e)  By doing good, we will reap spiritual benefits, we will be working 

with the Spirit who works in us, He will communicate to us more fully 
and make us more like Him:  holy.   

 
(iii)  And finally, if we sow to the Spirit by doing good works, we will reap 

rewards in heaven.   
(a)  Everyone will be rewarded according to our works.   
(b)  The one who does little does not receive the same as the one who 

sacrifices to do much.   
(c)  Our works don’t earn anything, but God has promised to reward them, 

and He does.   
(d)  By doing good, we reap spiritual rewards – a greater state of 

blessedness in heaven.   
 

2.  But we mustn’t forget that doing good must have an object.   
a.  First, Paul says we must do good to all men.   

(i)  Certainly, when we do good, we are doing good to ourselves:  we benefit 
from it.   

(ii)  But we often have a hard time transitioning from ourselves to others, 
especially to those outside the body of Christ.   

(iii)  It seems that they are only open to being helped by a Christian when 
they are in dire straights and can’t find help anywhere else.   

(iv)  Or they’re willing to receive our help, but only if we don’t talk to them 
about the Gospel (Personal illustration:  man helped with food, said a 
Christian, but didn’t want to talk about Christ).   

(v)  But we need to reach out to them, to evangelize them.   
(vi)  Helping them materially often opens the door to spiritual ministry.   
(vii)  We are to follow our heavenly Father in this, who is kind even to 

ungrateful and evil men (Luke 6:35).   
 
b.  We are especially to do good to believers – those of the household of faith.   

(i)  I don’t need to say much here, because you know this is true.   
(ii)  The fact that we are one body in Christ means that we have a greater 

responsibility to one another.   
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(iii)  And the fact that we are members of a local church and have 
communion with one another in our gifts and graces, obliges us even 
more.   

 
c.  When we are to do good?  While we have opportunity.   

(i)  When the opportunity presents itself to us:   
(a)  We can’t help everyone in the world.   
(b)  But the Lord will bring to us those He wants us to help.   
(c)  When He does, let’s be ready to help them.   
(d)  Each of us has opportunities to help someone that no one does.  Let’s 

make sure we don’t neglect our responsibility to help them.   
 

(ii)  We are to do good while we have the opportunity life gives us:   
(a)  There is a day coming when we will no longer be able to do any good, 

when our service to the Lord in this life will end, at our death.   
(b)  We can’t wait until our time comes, thinking to do all the good we 

wanted to do at the end, leaving our possessions behind for others to 
benefit from, especially since we can’t take them with us.   

(c)  We must make use of the opportunities God gives us now.   
(d)  We must make doing good to others the business of our lives.   
(e)  The Lord said that the poor we will always have with us, and 

whenever we want to we can do good to them (Mark 14:7).   
(f)  The reason they exist is to be the objects of our concern and care.   
(g)  When the Lord places them in our path, we need to have an open heart 

and hand, and be ready to help them.   
(h)  But of course, we also need wisdom, for there are many today who are 

simply trying to deceive and steal from us.   
(i)  We are to do good to all, but to some more than others.   
 

d.  Paul’s message this evening is:  If you want to sow to the Spirit, grow in the 
grace and the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Pet. 3:18).   
(i)  Know God and His ways in your mind:  study His Word, receive His 

Word preached.   
(ii)  Know Him in your heart:  commune with Him, spend time with Him.   
(iii)  Know Him in your life:  do His works, suffer the persecution meant for 

Him.   
(iv)  If you do this, you will reap a spiritual harvest in this life and in the one 

that is coming.  Amen.   


