
“Grow in Grace and Knowledge” 

(2 Peter 3:17-18) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Peter reflects a situation in our passage that is not unlike our own.   

a.  The time in which he wrote was tenuous at best.   

(i)  The Jews had killed their Messiah and by this time were intent on killing 

the apostles as well.   

(ii)  Nero had also instituted persecution against the Christians, wanting to 

blame them for the fire he had very likely set (64 AD).   

(iii)  The time was then around 66 AD, very close to the Lord’s judgment on 

His Old Covenant people for their rejection of His Messiah and 

persecution of His New Covenant people.   

(iv)  It was a very dark time; it seemed the Lord had allowed Satan’s 

kingdom some ground in order that He might bring judgment.   

 

b.  Another indication of the darkness they were faced with was the proliferation 

of false teachers.   

(i)  Peter told them to be on their guard against them.   

(a)  These teachers were within the church, or at least appeared to be.   

(b)  They were using Paul’s writings, but distorting them.   

(c)  This is how false teachers gain credibility – they try to convince the 

unwary that their doctrine comes from God’s Word.   

(d)  Peter says they were doing this at their own peril – the Lord would 

judge them for it.   

 

(ii)  Peter warned God’s people not to listen, for if they followed their 

teaching, they would fall with them (v. 17).   

 

2.  Our situation today is not so different:   

a.  Our world is morally dark:   

(i)  Those in the darkness can’t see it because they’re standing in the dark and 

the darkness is in their own hearts – that’s all they can see.   

(ii)  If they were in the light and had the light in their hearts – as we, by 

God’s grace, do – they would see just how evil things have become.   

 

b.  We also, like them, have no shortage of false teachers.   

(i)  Of course we have many disagreements existing between Bible believing 

churches that weaken and divide us as a whole – we will to some degree 

until Christ returns.   

(ii)  But we also have many false teachers teaching damnable heresies, and 

there are many who follow them.   
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c.  This shows us that Satan is working to try and tear down as much of God’s 

work as he can.   

(i)  This is what he often does – he goes after those in the church, since he 

knows his own children already do his bidding.   

(ii)  Thomas Manton writes, “Beg for wisdom that you may discern the wiles 

of Satan, and may not be caught unawares, for he is ‘transformed into an 

angel of light’ (2 Cor. 11:14).  Mark how the devil does not care so much 

as to ride his own horses, as to act and draw the wicked to evil; he has 

them sure enough, but he labors to employ the saints in his work, if he can, 

to get one which belongs to God to do his business.  Therefore he changes 

himself into an angel of light.  The temptation is disguised with very 

plausible pretenses; then a child of God may be a factor for Satan, and an 

instrument of the devil” (Day by Day, 272).   

(iii)  Remember when Jesus told His disciples that He was going to Jerusalem 

to die, Peter rebuked Him.  But Jesus turned to Peter and said, “Get behind 

Me, Satan!  You are a stumbling block to Me, for you are not setting your 

mind on God’s interests, but man’s” (Matt. 16:23).    

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  With all these things against us, how can we be safe?  How can we avoid falling 

away from the Lord and being destroyed in God’s judgment?   

a.  We must do what the Spirit of God exhorts us through Peter, what Jesus also 

exhorted Peter to do:  We must grow in grace and knowledge; we must set 

our minds on God’s interests and not man’s.   

b.  If you’re moving forward in these things with all the strength and zeal you 

can muster, it will be more difficult for Satan and his emissaries to deceive 

you.   

c.  These are the means to our preservation.   

 

2.  We saw last week that the Lord has a way of getting us to move in the right 

direction.   

a.  If we lack understanding in some area, He will bring the appropriate 

challenge to force us to the Word to find the answer.   

b.  If we are weak in some area, He will bring the trials necessary to force us to 

grow in that area.   

c.  His goal is the same in this as it is in Peter’s exhortation:  to help us to grow 

in grace and knowledge so that we’ll be safe/preserved.   

d.  This is the reason we’ll be spending time with the Puritans for the next five 

weeks – their writings, combined with their personal examples, can be some 

of the greatest catalysts to help us grow in both areas.   

e.  This evening, let’s consider:   

(i)  First, that we are to grow in knowledge.   

(ii)  Second, that we are to grow in grace.   

(iii)  Peter puts them in a different order because of their relationship.   

(a)  Grace, properly understood, will lead to greater knowledge – a closer 

relationship with God through Christ.   
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(b)  But there is a knowledge that is necessary to bring this relational 

knowledge about.  This is where we’ll begin.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we need to grow in knowledge.   

1.  We shouldn’t wait for the Lord to bring trials before we go to our Bibles.   

a.  We should be reading and studying God’s Word constantly to grow in our  

understanding of God and His will (this is its force in the Greek).   

b.  There are many good reasons why we should.   

 

2.  The Lord has entrusted us with an infinitely precious treasure.   

a.  We hold in our hands the only book that can save our souls from eternal 

destruction and bring us safely to a world of perfect blessedness and love.  

That should be reason enough.   

b.  It is the only book that can show us how to be reconciled to God and come 

into His family as His sons and daughters.  How valuable does that make it?   

c.  It is also the only book that can show us how to love and worship the God 

who has saved us in return, and to steer a straight course around all the 

pitfalls in this life to make it safely to heaven.  All these things make it 

infinitely precious.   

(i)  This is why David believed it was more desirable than mere wealth:  “The 

law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; the testimony of the LORD 

is sure, making wise the simple.  The precepts of the LORD are right, 

rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening 

the eyes.  The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; the judgments 

of the LORD are true; they are righteous altogether.  They are more 

desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and 

the drippings of the honeycomb” (Ps. 19:7-10).   

(ii)  Gold was considered to be one of the most precious metals in those days 

– it still is – and yet those who were truly wise considered God’s Law to 

be more precious still:  “The law of Your mouth is better to me than 

thousands of gold and silver pieces. . . .  I love Your commandments 

above gold, yes, above fine gold” (119:72, 127).   

 

 

3.  But we need to remember that this is primarily the means to an even greater 

knowledge:  the personal experiential knowledge of fellowship with God.   

a.  Growing in knowledge means more than just learning things, it has to do with 

growing closer to God.   

b.  Jesus said, “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, 

and Jesus Christ whom You have sent” (John 17:3).   

c.  Paul wrote to the Philippians of his own example to encourage them to seek 

the same:  “More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the 

surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered 

the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, 

and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived 



4 

from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness 

which comes from God on the basis of faith, that I may know Him and the 

power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being 

conformed to His death; in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the 

dead” (Phil. 3:8-11; italics added).   

 

4.  Knowing that this is what God’s Word can give you, do you read it?   

a.  Is it precious to you?  What are you doing with this treasure God has 

entrusted to you?  Are you mining its wisdom and making these riches your 

own?  Are you learning its truths and seeking to live by them so that your life 

will bear good fruit?   

b.  This is what Paul prayed that God’s people would do.  “For this reason also, 

since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask 

that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom 

and understanding, so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to 

please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in 

the knowledge of God; strengthened with all power, according to His 

glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously 

giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of 

the saints in Light” (Col. 1:9-12).   

c.  Do you study it?  Do you come when it’s being taught and preached?  Are 

you reading the books that have been written to help you understand it?  And 

are you growing in your understanding of what it says?  Through this, are you 

growing closer to God?   

d.  If not, why not?  Do you think you know it all already?  The greatest 

theologians who have ever lived realized that they knew only a small part of 

what it teaches.   

e.  Do you think you know as much as you need to know already?  Peter tells us 

that we must grow in knowledge so that we won’t be misled by the subtle 

arguments of false teachers and even well-meaning ones.   

f.  Are you not interested in learning more of what it says?  Don’t you want to 

have a relationship with the God who made you?  If not, then doesn’t that 

indicate a spiritual problem?  Aren’t you in need of greater grace?   

g.  Has someone or something become more important to you than God’s Word?  

Have many things become more important?   

h.  Then you need to learn the lesson God taught Augustine many years ago that 

led him into a personal relationship with Himself:  take up and read!   

i.  This is what we need to do to fortify our lives against Satan’s attacks and to 

glorify God.   

 

B.  We must strive not only for greater knowledge, we must also strive to grow in 

grace.   

1.  Learning is the means to the end:   

a.  The end is spiritual growth, growth in grace.   

b.  Our goal is to become what God made us to be.   
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2.  To do this, we need to grow in at least two ways:   

a.  We need to grow in our understanding of God’s grace.   

(i)  Of how much He loves us, how much He has given for us, of what He 

wants us to be in Christ.   

(ii)  The knowledge we gain from Scripture is only the first step.   

 

b.  We need to grow in our experience of that grace:   

(i)  Not only to know that He is kind, but to experience that kindness; not 

only to know that He is love, but to experience His love toward us.   

(ii)  Our love for Him needs to grow; our desire to walk with Him, to worship 

Him, to be holy to Him.   

(iii)  Our desire that everything and everyone would be holy to Him and 

conform to His will needs to grow.   

 

3.  How are we to grow in grace, in love?   

a.  We must grow in our knowledge of Him, as we’ve already seen.   

b.  We need to exercise the love we already have for Him in worship.   

(i)  In the more formal meaning of that term:  in public, family and personal 

worship – the more we worship, the more our love will grow.   

(ii)  But also in our lifestyle:  the more time we spend with Him in personal 

communion, the more it will be strengthened, which is why we need to 

live all of life before God.   

(iii)  This is how we grow in grace, by using the means God has given us to 

have communion with Him.   

 

c.  But there is one more thing that can be very helpful:  the encouragement of 

godly examples.   

(i)  We’ve seen one example in the apostle Paul, whose main goal in life was 

to know God.   

(ii)  But there are many other good examples we can follow as well.   

(a)  Next Lord’s Day evening, we’re beginning another short series on the 

Puritans.   

(b)  We’ll be considering not only the lives of some of the more prominent 

Puritan ministers, but also some of their greatest works which were 

faithful expositions of God’s Word.   

(c)  Their lives, lived by the grace of God, will encourage us to follow 

Christ.   

(d)  And their writings will not only enrich our knowledge, but will exhort 

us to experience God’s grace in our lives.   

(e)  This evening, let’s be encouraged to grow in grace and knowledge, 

and let’s be exhorted to take advantage of the means the Lord has 

provided us here to do so.  Amen.   


