
“Greet One Another in Love” 
(Romans 16:16) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we were looking at what is honorable in God’s eyes in our 
relationship with Him:  That we be servants.   
a.  The Lord is not interested in what the world is interested in, and neither 

should we:  what we look like.   
b.  What God looks at is the heart:   

(i)  Whether we love and trust Him.   
(ii)  And whether that love is producing the fruit of good works:   

(a)  Service towards God:  worship, prayer, building His kingdom. 
(b)  Service towards the saints:  building up one another with our gifts, 

helping with our resources, encouraging, admonishing, etc.   
(c)  Service towards our fellow man:  evangelizing, showing mercy.   

 
2.  This week, we’ll look at one aspect of what is honorable in our relationship with 

one another:  that we lovingly welcome and embrace one another.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  The Bible emphasizes again and again that we are one – body, family, 

household, church.   
a.  “Now you are Christ's body, and individually members of it” (1 Cor. 12:27).   
b.  “But in case I am delayed, I write so that you may know how one ought to 

conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living 
God, the pillar and support of the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15).   

c.  Also emphasized is Christ’s love for us, in laying His life down for us, that 
He might gather us together into one body (John 11:52).   

d.  Why are these things singled out?   
(i)  To engender mutual love, support, encouragement.   
(ii)  To show us our need of one another.   
(iii)  To show us our responsibility to minister to one another.   
(iv)  To show us what our commitment should be to each other.   
(v)  Family is the most binding of relationships.   
(vi)  This is especially true of the family of God, for this lasts forever.   

 
2.  This morning, I want us to see:   

a.  First, Paul’s command to the church at Rome to express their love to one 
another in a tangible way:  through a heart-felt greeting.   

b.  Second, his own example of following through on this obligation.   
c.  And finally, I want us to consider what must take place in our hearts before 

we can do this.   
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II.  Sermon.   
A.  First the command to express their love in a tangible way with one another:  

“Greet one another with a holy kiss.”   
1.  This isn’t the only church commanded to do this:   

a.  “All the brethren greet you.  Greet one another with a holy kiss” (1 Cor. 
16:20).   

b.  Again in 2 Corinthians 13:12, “Greet one another with a holy kiss.”   
c.  He says to the saints in Thessalonica, “Greet all the brethren with a holy kiss” 

(1 Thes. 5:26).   
 
2.  This doesn’t need much explanation, but a little would be helpful.  The 

commandment amounts to embracing one another with an expression of love.   
a.  There is the attitude:  Greet.   

(i)  The word means to embrace, greet, salute, express good wishes.   
(ii)  It also includes the idea of affection or fondness (Matt. 5:47; Friberg).   
(iii)  This is not a forced or insincere greeting, but a fond embracing.   

 
b.  There is the action:  A holy kiss.   

(i)  Kisses might be given for a variety of reasons.   
(a)  A greeting, farewell.   
(b)  An expression of intimate fellowship (Friberg).   
(c)  A. T. Robertson writes that kissing was “the near-east mode of 

salutation as hand-shaking in the Western.  In China one shakes hands 
with himself.  Men kissed men and women kissed women.  See 1Th 5 
26; 1Co 16:20; 2Co 13:12.”   

(d)  Certainly, a kiss could also mean romantic affection.   
 

(ii)  The idea of the kiss being holy means free from sinful desire, but full of 
holy affection.   

 
c.  And there are the recipients:  one another.   

(i)  This is not reserved for the close and intimate few or clique.   
(ii)  It is to be practiced universally in the church.   
(iii)  We are to embrace one another with affection – the whole membership.   
(iv)  In a small church, this isn’t too difficult.   

 
3.  In our culture, this would translate to giving one another a heartfelt greeting, a 

hug in some cases, a handshake in others, but always with affection and love.   
a.  Our attitude should be one of love and acceptance.   
b.  Our greeting should be different:  a kiss in our culture doesn’t mean the same 

thing.   
(i)  We shouldn’t use it to justify kissing one another for other reasons.   
(ii)  A handshake is sufficient, if it is from the heart.   
 

c.  The audience should be the same:  one another.   
(i)  Those in the local body.   
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(ii)  Those in the more extended body.   
 
B.  Second, Paul’s example:   

1.  Paul practices what he preaches:   
a.  Look at his many greetings.   

(i)  I don’t want to read them all to you again.   
(ii)  But notice how many there are.   
(iii)  Not only does he greet many by name, but also the brethren who are 

with them or the churches in their homes.   
(iv)  It may have been that there were several house churches in Rome.   
(v)  Paul wants to warmly greet each one.   

 
b.  Look at the many expressions of love.   

(i)  Greet Epaenetus, my beloved (v. 5).   
(ii)  Greet Ampliatus, my beloved (v. 8).   
(iii)  Greet . . . Stachys my beloved (v. 9).   
(iv)  Greet Persis the beloved (v. 12).   
(v)  He not only sends his greetings, but expresses the affection he has for 

them in Christ.   
(vi)  Again, love is essential to the fulfillment of this command.   

 
c.  Along the same lines, notice how many Paul knew in that church.   

(i)  Apparently, Paul had never been to Rome, but he knew many there.   
(ii)  They were probably those who had been converted through his ministry 

or who had ministered with him in other places and had come to Rome.   
(iii)  Paul was a very active servant, and servants tend to know more people.   
(iv)  We need to remember that Paul wasn’t married and had devoted his 

whole life to spreading the Gospel.   
(v)  We shouldn’t be surprised if our lives don’t intersect with as many as his.   
(vi)  But we should try to serve as many as possible in the short time we have 

in this world.   
 
C.  Lastly, an important question:  What is necessary for this to take place?   

1.  People greet one another all the time:   
a.  There is the polite greeting when meeting someone for the first time.   
b.  There is the expected greeting we use when we really don’t like someone, but 

we greet them anyway so that it isn’t too painfully obvious.   
 

2.  But remember what Paul is speaking of:   
a.  A warm and affectionate embrace.   
b.  A greeting that not only looks like you’re welcome on the outside, but a 

greeting that is motivated by a true welcome on the inside.   
 
3.  In order to fulfill not just the form, but the Spirit of this command, there is 

something that must be true:  we really must love one another.   
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a.  If you don’t truly love a brother or sister in Christ, any attempt to do what 
Paul commands here will be hypocritical.   

b.  But yet not to do so – not to love them, not to greet them, or to greet them 
hypocritically – is – not surprisingly – sin.   

c.  Consider again the command behind all commands:   
(i)  “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 

soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength” (Mark 12:30).   
(ii)  The second is like it, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (v. 31).   
(iii)  “Love does no wrong to a neighbor; love therefore is the fulfillment of 

the law” (Romans 13:10).   
(iv)  Jesus said, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 

another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  By this 
all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 
another” (John 13:34-35).   

 
d.  We all know that this can be hard to do:   

(i)  Because we’re proud and can’t see our faults.   
(ii)  Because we don’t like to admit it when we can see them.   
(iii)  Because we all imperfect and bound to offend one another from time to 

time.   
(iv)  Because we still have a great deal of sin in our hearts.   
(v)  Of course, we’re going to offend one another.   
 

e.  So what should we do?   
(i)  Try not to so easily take offense.   
(ii)  Try not so easily to give offense.   
(iii)  Try to cover over offenses in love.   
(iv)  When we can’t, try to work it out while praying that we might be 

reconciled.   
(v)  We all know that one of the worst tragedies in the church is the 

irreconcilable divisions that occur.   
(vi)  But knowing how much God hates division and desires unity, let’s make 

sure that we are not the cause of disunity through hardness of heart.   
 

f.  These are things we especially want to be mindful of as we come to the 
Table.   
(i)  The Table is an expression of the love of Christ that gathered us together 

into one body.  This is what He prayed for (John 17).   
(ii)  It’s an expression of our recognition that we are one body and committed 

to one another.   
(iii)  Let’s pray that God would grant us the grace of repentance so that we 

don’t come to the Table knowing that we are causing or prolonging 
division in the body.   

(iv)  But let’s come hoping to receive the additional help of the Spirit to love 
and cherish the body of Christ as our Lord did.  Amen.   


