
”Greet Every Saint in Christ Jesus” 
(Philippians 4:21-22) 

Introduction: The church of Christ extends throughout the whole world and 
for that reason it is called the universal or catholic church. This not 
only applies to the church as it is viewed invisibly, that is, as it is 
considered from the Lord’s perspective as He sees the elect, but it also 
applies to the church as it is visibly. That is, those who profess the true 
catholic, or universal faith of the church, are scattered throughout the 
world. This means that there are true believers in every Christian 
denomination in the world. They are not all contained in just one 
particular denomination. Of course it is true that among the differing 
churches, some have purer doctrine than others. Many of you believed this 
and for that reason you joined a Reformed and Presbyterian Church. And even 
within the various local churches of each denomination, there are some that 
have more of God’s elect in them than others, some being more pure than 
others. But this is just to say that our particular denomination does not 
have all the believers that there are in it. As a matter of fact, all true 
Christians are not even contained within all of the Reformed denominations. 
Rather, they exist in all the different churches throughout the world. And 
this is something which is very important for us to realize. One does not 
have to be Reformed in doctrine in order to be saved. One may be a 
Wesleyan, or a Lutheran, or a Methodist, or a Baptist, or a Pentecostal, and 
still be a sincere follower of Christ. The important thing is not whether 
they see eye to eye with us on every point, but that they all hold to the 
one true and unchanging Gospel of Christ. 

Paul in his day was not faced as we are with numerous splits and 
divisions within the church. The church was still one and was still in its 
infancy. Yes, there were schisms in the church which resulted from envy and 
from those who followed men rather than Christ. There were also divisions 
that were created by heretics who arose to draw many of the disciples after 
themselves, and cultic churches, separate from the true church, were formed. 
But there was still only one church. Even today, when viewed from the 
perspective of the invisible church, the church is still one, united under 
one head, making up one body, the Body of Christ. And because it is one in 
reality, we ought to acknowledge that this is true and be willing to embrace 
believers from other communions as true brethren in the Lord. And I believe 
that this is what Paul is expressing to us this morning in his closing 
greeting to the Philippian church. He calls upon them to greet every saint 
in Christ Jesus, and returns the warm greetings of his brethren in Rome to 
those in Philippi. And in doing so, Paul is conveying to us the important 
message that, 

The Lord calls His people to embrace all the saints in Christ Jesus 
whether you see eye to eye with them or not. 

First, we will look at the command which Paul gives; secondly, we 
will look at the limits of that command; and lastly, we will look at our 
responsibility in connection with it. 

I. First, Notice the Command Which Paul Gives to the Philippians, ”GREET 
EVERY SAINT. ” 
A. This Means Either that Paul Is Commanding Them to Welcome Every 

Saint in General, or that They Are to Bring His Greetings to all the 
Saints in Philippi. 
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1.  But whether by way of command or by example, this still comes to 
us with apostolic authority. 

2. We must be careful to take the time to discern whether there is 
something which is inherently moral about an action, or whether 
it is only some matter of expediency for the particular 
situation that the writer addresses. 

3. If this question could be solved with absolute clarity, then 
many issues which the church faces, such as the need of women to 
wear head-coverings, or the more important question of theonomy 
would be settled. 

4. In this case, the practice and meaning behind the greeting, 
which is meant to express love and acceptance, is something 
which is to promote the unity of Christ’s church, and love is 
something which is always commanded by the Lord to His church no 
matter which dispensation it may be in. 

B. So He Gives Them This Command, and then Follows It Up with Several 
Examples, to Help Promote Love and Unity Among the Churches. 
1.  He says, ”THE BRETHREN WHO ARE WITH ME GREET YOU.” 

a. There were not only those in Rome and elsewhere who were 
preaching Christ from selfish ambition and envy thinking to 
cause Paul distress in his imprisonment, there were also 
those who were preaching Christ out of good will and love. 

b. Paul wants to be sure that their greeting also reaches the 
ears of the Philippians to let them know of their affection 
to them. 

2. Furthermore, he says, ”ALL THE SAINTS GREET YOU, ESPECIALLY 
THOSE OF CAESAR’S HOUSEHOLD.” 
a. Not only the brethren who were with Paul, but also all the 

saints who were in Rome sent their warm greetings and 
affections to the Philippians. 

b. But especially, those who were of the household of Caesar 
wanted to communicate their warm greetings to them. 
(i) This does not refer to those who were of Caesar’s 

family, but rather those who were in his employ in 
whatever administrative or domestic position they might 
hold. 

(ii) Don’t forget that Paul had said that his situation had 
resulted in the furtherance of the Gospel, so that his 
”IMPRISONMENT IN THE CAUSE OF CHRIST HAD BECOME WELL 
KNOWN THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE PRAETORIAN GUARD AND TO 
EVERYONE ELSE” ( 1 : 12- 13). 

(iii) Why it was that they especially wanted to send their 
greetings is not known, but the fact is that they were 
eager to send them to the Philippians. 

3. Paul conveyed these greetings because he wanted to promote the 
unity of the believers of every church. 
a. After all, didn’t Paul write the letter to the Ephesians, 

the main theme of which was unity? 
b. Hadn’t Paul collected money from the many churches for the 

needy saints in Jerusalem to promote their love and care for 
one another? 

c. Hadn’t Paul written some of the most wonderful chapters on 
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Christian unity to the Corinthians where he tells them that 
there is only one body of Christ and we are all members of 
it ( 1  Cor. 12), and that love is that which promotes the 
unity of God’s flock more than any other virtue ( 1  Cor. 13)? 

d. Paul was very interested to promote unity wherever possible. 

11. But Secondly, Notice that There Is a Certain Limitation to This 
Command, ”GREET EVERY SAINT IN CHRIST JESUS.” 

A. Paul Calls Them Not to Extend this Greeting to All Men, Rather They 
Are to Extend This Greeting Only to Those in Christ Jesus. 
1.  He was not for promoting unity at any cost. He would never 

promote unity at the expense of the Gospel. 
a. Truth is the most important thing there is. Once the truth 

has been lost, then you will certainly fall into error, no 
matter how sincere you may be. 

the truth, especially when you consider the kind of 
relationship which is being expressed by this greeting, that 
which is love from the heart. 

b. And it is important that you embrace only those who hold to 

2. For this reason, Paul gives a very important qualification, ”IN 
CHRIST JESUS. ” 
a. The believer is called upon to love all men as they love 

themselves . 
b. But they are not called to have the intimacy of fellowship, 

which they have with Christians, with those in the world. 
If they did, they would certainly be corrupted. 

only to those in Christ Jesus. 
c. Rather, Paul is saying that they are to give this greeting 

B. However, since Whether or not Someone Is in Christ Is a Matter Which 
Only the Lord Can See, They Were to Greet All Who Profess the True 
Faith, Unless by Their Lives They Demonstrated Themselves to Be 
Other Than True Believers. 
1.  No one can see what is in the heart of any man living. For that 

reason, we may easily be mistaken as to whether or not a person 
is truly a Christian. 

judgment of charity.” 
2. We are therefore called upon to exercise what is called ”the 

a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

We are to assume that they are Christians if that is what 
they profess to be. We are to take them at their word. 
However, if their lives do not square with what the Bible 
says must be true of a Christian, if they are marked with 
sinful and ungodly behavior, then we must not associate with 
them. 
Paul said in 1 Corinthians 5:9-11, ”I WROTE YOU IN MY LETTER 
NOT TO ASSOCIATE WITH IMMORAL PEOPLE; I DID NOT AT ALL MEAN 
WITH THE IMMORAL PEOPLE OF THIS WORLD, OR WITH THE COVETOUS 

GO OUT OF THE WORLD. BUT ACTUALLY, I WROTE TO YOU NOT TO 
AND SWINDLERS, OR WITH IDOLATERS; FOR THEN YOU WOULD HAVE TO 

ASSOCIATE WITH ANY SO-CALLED BROTHER IF HE SHOULD BE AN 
IMMORAL PERSON, OR COVETOUS, OR AN IDOLATER, OR A REVILER, 
OR A DRUNKARD, OR A SWINDLER -- NOT EVEN TO EAT WITH SUCH A 
ONE. ” 
But if they are outwardly moral, and they profess to be true 
believers in Christ, then we may have fellowship with them. 
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e. And so our intimate fellowship is to be limited to those who 
are in Christ Jesus. 

III. Let Me Now Close This Sermon with a Couple of Things to Exhort Us to 
Apply This Truth to Our Lives. 

A. It Is Possible for Us to Develop an Inclusivistic Attitude Toward 
Our Particular Denomination or Toward Those Who Hold to Common 
Beliefs. 
1.  It is not wrong for you to want to be in such churches. 

a. Many of you here moved from other areas or left other 

b. You did so because you wanted to be in a church that was 
churches and joined with this church. 

familiar to you in worship and doctrine, especially those of 
you who have very strong convictions which are based on the 
Scriptures. 

2. But you must never allow yourself to entertain the thought that 
there can be no other Christians outside of your particular 
church. 
a. George Whitefield was once asked by a church in Scotland to 

preach exclusively for them. He asked, ”Why only for them?” 
To which they responded, ”Because they were the Lord’s 
people”. ”This was more than Whitefield could stand.” He 
told them, ”if there were no other Lord’s people but 
themselves . . . if all others were the devil’s people, they 
certainly had more need to be preached to;” and he said to 
them, ”if the Pope himself would lend him his pulpit, he 
would gladly proclaim the righteousness of Christ in it” 
(Ryle 59). Consequently, he continued to preach the gospel 
freely wherever a pulpit was opened to him and to embrace 
all who professed the true faith as believers in Christ. 

b. You must never allow yourself to think that all believers 
are limited only to your denomination or to churches of like 
faith and practice. Every denomination has individuals in 
it that truly love the Lord. 

c. It is true that their beliefs and practices may be different 
than yours and that they may have some strong convictions 
that make it very difficult to spend much time with them, 
but they are your brethren. 

d. These are the saints that you will be spending all eternity 
with. They are all members of the family of God of which 
you are a part. They are all parts of the same body of 
Christ to which you are intimately tied. 

them with disdain. 

show contempt for your brethren within the same denomination 
and local church as well for the same reasons. 

wherever they might be located. 

e. You are not allowed to hate your brethren or to look upon 

f. Of course, it hardly need be mentioned that you are not to 

g. But the Lord would have us to embrace all of the brethren, 

B. But You Must Beware of Two Things: Not Everyone Who Claims to Hold 
to the Christian Faith Does So in Reality, and Secondly, Even Among 
Those Who Hold to the True Faith There May Be Those Who Are Wolves 
in Sheep’s Clothing. 
1.  You know that there are often Christian counterfeits at your 
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door. 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

The Mormons and Christian Scientists and Jehovah Witnesses 
all claim to be Christians. 
Are we to take them at their word and embrace them as 
brethren? Absolutely not. 
John wrote in 2 John 9-11, ”ANYONE WHO GOES TOO FAR AND DOES 
NOT ABIDE IN THE TEACHING OF CHRIST, DOES NOT HAVE GOD; THE 
ONE WHO ABIDES IN THE TEACHING, HE HAS BOTH THE FATHER AND 
THE SON. IF ANYONE COMES TO YOU AND DOES NOT BRING THIS 

GIVE HIM A GREETING; FOR THE ONE WHO GIVES HIM A GREETING 
PARTICIPATES IN HIS EVIL DEEDS.” 
Their teachings have time and again been exposed by Orthodox 
Christian scholars and pastors. They definitely do not hold 
to the teaching of Christ. Though they may hold to their 
doctrine sincerely, they are yet sincerely deceived and 
their error cannot save them. 
Yes, it is possible for someone who is truly saved to be 
deceived for a while and continue even in those pits of 
darkness, but they will not be fully nor finally deceived, 
but will eventually be brought out of them. 
It is therefore important for you to know what are the 
non-negotiable truths of Christianity so that you might be 
able to discern between a true and false Christian. Carl 
Erickson gave them to us at the Harvest Dinner, reminding us 
that these were the reasons this denomination formed out of 
the larger Presbyterian denomination. They are in essence 
those truths which relate to who Christ is and what He has 
done. Those who hold to them with all their heart are 
saved. And those who reject any of them are lost. They 

TEACHING, no NOT RECEIVE HIM INTO YOUR HOUSE, AND no NOT 

are: 
(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iV) 

The doctrine of the Trinity. You must believe that God 
is Triune, that is that there are three Persons in the 
Godhead, who are all equally God. If you do not, then 
you are believing in a false God and are guilty of 
i do 1 at ry . 
The incarnation of the Son of God and His birth by the 
Virgin. You must believe that the Second Person of the 
Triune God took upon Himself human flesh. If the Son 
of God did not become man, then salvation is 
impossible, for it was man who owed the debt to God. 
You must believe that Christ was not born of human 
parentage, but of divine and human parentage. If 
Christ was merely a man, then He could not have escaped 
the guilt and pollution of Adam’s sin. And if He was 
not God, then He could not have died for anyone else’s 
sins, for even a perfect man could only substitute for 
one other. 
His atoning death. You must believe that Christ died 
on the cross to fully discharge your guilt and to 
satisfy justice. If Jesus did not die on the cross for 
sins, then there is no substitutionary atonement, then 
your guilt would not be removed. 
His resurrection and ascension. You must believe that 
Jesus did not remain in the tomb, but was raised from 
the dead, after which He was taken up into heaven. 
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Paul tells us, "IF CHRIST HAS NOT BEEN RAISED, YOUR 
FAITH IS WORTHLESS; YOU ARE STILL IN YOUR SINS. THEN 
THOSE ALSO WHO HAVE FALLEN ASLEEP IN CHRIST HAVE 
PERISHED. IF WE HAVE HOPED IN CHRIST IN THIS LIFE 
ONLY, WE ARE OF ALL MEN MOST TO BE PITIED" ( 1  Cor. 
15:17-19). A dead man cannot save you. 
And lastly, justification by grace through faith. You 
must believe that the first four are true, or you would 
have no reason for coming to Christ in the first place. 
But you must also embrace this Christ by grace through 
faith. If you are trusting in your works to save you, 
then you will certainly be cast away on that day from 
God's presence. But if you have faith in Christ, that is 
if you look away from yourself and your works and look to 
Christ alone to save you, then you will be saved. 
It is obvious that in every non-Christian cult, that 
many if not all of these truths are denied. To deny 
these things means to deny the Gospel, and to deny the 
Gospel means to throw away the only hope of escaping 
the coming wrath of God. 
We must also not forget that in many of the main-line 
denominations today, many of the churches have either 
partially or totally departed from these truths. If 
that is the case, that does not necessarily mean that 
every person in that church is lost. But it does mean 
that if anyone holds to their teachings, and believes 
their falsehoods, they will certainly perish, even 
though they believe those things sincerely. A lie 
cannot save you. 

2. But even among those who profess to be Christians, there can be 
such delinquency of life as to force you to break fellowship 
with them. 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

A person may be orthodox in their beliefs; they may hold to 
all of the above teachings of Scripture. But they may still 
not be suitable to have fellowship with. 
We must be careful whom we keep company with. We must not 
forget that Paul told us not to keep company with any 
so-called brother who lives an ungodly life, nor the warning 
he gives in 1 Corinthians 15:33, "DO NOT BE DECEIVED: 'BAD 
COMPANY CORRUPTS GOOD MORALS." 
But we often do deceive ourselves into keeping company with 
immoral people, and so-called Christians. We are able to 
justify just about anything if we want it badly enough. 
But people of God, you must remain tender in your 
consciences to the Lord. You must let the Word of God 
inform your behavior. To allow yourselves to keep company 
with those who are involved in sin, especially if they claim 
to be Christians, is a direct contradiction to the 
commandments of your Lord through the apostle. Do not 
associate with any so-called brother if he is an immoral 
person, or if he is involved in any ongoing sin. 
Instead, you are called to keep company with those who 
profess the true religion and who seek after the Lord with 
all their heart. Paul exhorted Timothy, "NOW FLEE FROM 
YOUTHFUL LUSTS, AND PURSUE RIGHTEOUSNESS, FAITH, LOVE AND 



7 

PEACE, WITH THOSE WHO CALL ON THE LORD FROM A PURE HEART” (2 
Tim. 2:22).  Spend time with those who seek the Lord with a 
pure heart, if you want to be godly. 

f. And don’t forget the obvious fact that it would be better to 
keep company with a godly person of another denomination, 
than to keep company with an ungodly person from your own. 
Amen. 


