
“Singing with Understanding” 

(The Hymns of Isaac Watts) 

 

 

 

I.  “Great God, How Infinite Are Thou!”   

A.  Text.   

1.  Biblical text:  Psalm 102:17-27.   

17 He has regarded the prayer of the destitute And has not despised their prayer. 

18 This will be written for the generation to come, That a people yet to be created may 

praise the LORD. 

19 For He looked down from His holy height; From heaven the LORD gazed upon the 

earth, 

20 To hear the groaning of the prisoner, To set free those who were doomed to death, 

21 That men may tell of the name of the LORD in Zion And His praise in Jerusalem, 

22 When the peoples are gathered together, And the kingdoms, to serve the LORD. 

23 He has weakened my strength in the way; He has shortened my days. 

24 I say, "O my God, do not take me away in the midst of my days, Your years are 

throughout all generations. 

25 "Of old You founded the earth, And the heavens are the work of Your hands. 

26 "Even they will perish, but You endure; And all of them will wear out like a 

garment; Like clothing You will change them and they will be changed. 

27 "But You are the same, And Your years will not come to an end.   

 

2.  Hymn text:   

 

1 Great God, how infinite art thou! 

How poor and weak are we! 

Let the whole race of creatures bow, 

And pay their praise to thee. 

 

2 Thy throne eternal ages stood, 

Ere seas or stars were made: 

Thou art the ever living God, 

Were all the nations dead. 

 

3 Eternity, with all its years, 

Stands present in thy view; 

To thee there's nothing old appears; 

To thee there's nothing new. 

 

4 Our lives through various scenes are drawn, 

And vexed with trifling cares; 

While thine eternal thought moves on 

Thine undisturbed affairs. 

 



2 

 

5 Great God, how infinite art thou! 

How poor and weak are we! 

Let the whole race of creatures bow, 

And pay their praise to thee. 

 

B.  Theme(s).   

 

C.  Evaluation:  Does it meet the criteria for a good hymn?   

1.  Is it God/Christ centered?   

2.  Is it true/Biblical?   

3.  Does it glorify God?   

4.  Does it express the gracious affections of a regenerate heart?   

5.  Does it lift up godly petitions?   

6.   Can we say amen to it?   

7.  Is the music appropriate?   

 

II.  “Not All the Blood of Beasts.”   

A.  Text.   

 

1 Not all the blood of beasts 

On Jewish altars slain, 

Could give the guilty conscience peace, 

Or wash away the stain: 

 

2 But Christ, the heavenly Lamb 

Takes all our sins away, 

A sacrifice of nobler name 

And richer blood than they. 

 

3 My faith would lay her hand 

On that dear head of thine, 

While like a penitent I stand, 

And there confess my sin. 

 

4 My soul looks back to see 

The burdens thou didst bear, 

When hanging on the cursed tree, 

And knows her guilt was there. 

 

5 Believing, we rejoice 

To see the curse remove; 

We bless the Lamb with cheerful voice, 

And sing his bleeding love. 

 

B.  Theme(s).   
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C.  Evaluation:  Does it meet the criteria for a good hymn?   

1.  Is it God/Christ centered?   

2.  Is it true/Biblical?   

3.  Does it glorify God?   

4.  Does it express the gracious affections of a regenerate heart?   

5.  Does it lift up godly petitions?   

6.   Can we say amen to it?   

7.  Is the music appropriate?   

 

III.  “Give to Our God Immortal Praise.”   

A.  Text.   

1.  Biblical text:  Psalm 136.   

 

1 Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

 2 Give thanks to the God of gods, For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

 3 Give thanks to the Lord of lords, For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

 4 To Him who alone does great wonders, For His lovingkindness is everlasting; 

 5 To Him who made the heavens with skill, For His lovingkindness is everlasting; 

 6 To Him who spread out the earth above the waters, For His lovingkindness is 

everlasting; 

 7 To Him who made the great lights, For His lovingkindness is everlasting: 

 8 The sun to rule by day, For His lovingkindness is everlasting, 

 9 The moon and stars to rule by night, For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

 10 To Him who smote the Egyptians in their firstborn, For His lovingkindness is 

everlasting, 

 11 And brought Israel out from their midst, For His lovingkindness is everlasting, 

 12 With a strong hand and an outstretched arm, For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

 13 To Him who divided the Red Sea asunder, For His lovingkindness is everlasting, 

 14 And made Israel pass through the midst of it, For His lovingkindness is everlasting; 

 15 But He overthrew Pharaoh and his army in the Red Sea, For His lovingkindness is 

everlasting. 

 16 To Him who led His people through the wilderness, For His lovingkindness is 

everlasting; 

 17 To Him who smote great kings, For His lovingkindness is everlasting, 

 18 And slew mighty kings, For His lovingkindness is everlasting: 

 19 Sihon, king of the Amorites, For His lovingkindness is everlasting, 

 20 And Og, king of Bashan, For His lovingkindness is everlasting, 

 21 And gave their land as a heritage, For His lovingkindness is everlasting, 

 22 Even a heritage to Israel His servant, For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

 23 Who remembered us in our low estate, For His lovingkindness is everlasting, 

 24 And has rescued us from our adversaries, For His lovingkindness is everlasting; 

 25 Who gives food to all flesh, For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

 26 Give thanks to the God of heaven, For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 
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2.  Hymn text:   

 

1 Give to our God immortal praise; 

mercy and truth are all His ways: 

wonders of grace to God belong, 

repeat His mercies in your song. 

 

2 Give to the Lord of lords renown; 

the King of kings with glory crown: 

his mercies ever shall endure, 

when lords and kings are known no more. 

 

3 He built the earth, He spread the sky, 

and fixed the starry lights on high: 

wonders of grace to God belong; 

repeat His mercies in your song. 

 

4 He fills the sun with morning light; 

he bids the moon direct the night: 

his mercies ever shall endure, 

when suns and moons shall shine no more. 

 

5 He sent His Son with pow'r to save 

from guilt, and darkness, and the grave: 

wonders of grace to God belong, 

repeat His mercies in your song. 

 

6 Through this vain world He guides our feet, 

and leads us to his heav'nly seat: 

his mercies ever shall endure,  

when this our world shall be no more. 

 

B.  Theme(s).   

 

C.  Evaluation:  Does it meet the criteria for a good hymn?   

1.  Is it God/Christ centered?   

2.  Is it true/Biblical?   

3.  Does it glorify God?   

4.  Does it express the gracious affections of a regenerate heart?   

5.  Does it lift up godly petitions?   

6.   Can we say amen to it?   

7.  Is the music appropriate?   


