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 Reference: VARIOUS 
 

 Church: GRACE Date: 5/27/2001 

Gracious Providences for God's People 
 
Purpose: To show the wonder of God's gracious dealings with His frail children - 
to warm hearts and encourage them that He is the same with us today - how we 
should praise Him! 

1. Introduction 
Follow on from this morning (not planned!) 
Christians can sometimes be very earthen vessels 
Blown about by circumstances 
Tempted to doubt the goodness of God 
Why should He trouble Himself over me? 
My prayers and desires are so feeble 
My heart is not what it ought to be 
Why would God listen to me? 
Even if he heard, my words are so stumbling that I wouldn’t 
communicate what I really feel 
When I want to do something to please Him, 
All sorts of things get in the way and it never turns out right 
Sometimes I think, “what’s the point?”  
“God won’t receive my weak and inadequate efforts” 
Meditation tonight may help 
Will consider how gracious God is towards us 
Examine 3 separate accounts in the Bible 

2. Abraham 
Account of the destruction of Sodom & Gomorrah 
The Lord appears to Abraham and promises birth of Isaac 
Then turns to Sodom, where Lot lives 

Genesis 18:20-33 And the Lord said, “The outcry of Sodom and Gomorrah 
is indeed great, and their sin is exceedingly grave.  21 I will go down now, 
and see if they have done entirely according to its outcry, which has come 
to Me; and if not, I will know.” 22 Then the men turned away from there 
and went toward Sodom, while Abraham was still standing before the 
Lord. 

Abraham intercedes for the righteous in the cities 

 23 Abraham came near and said, “Will You indeed sweep away the 
righteous with the wicked? 24 Suppose there are fifty righteous within the 
city; will You indeed sweep it away and not spare the place for the sake of 
the fifty righteous who are in it? 25 Far be it from You to do such a thing, 
to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous and the wicked 
are treated alike. Far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth 
deal justly?” 26 So the Lord said, “If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within 
the city, then I will spare the whole place on their account.” 27 And 
Abraham replied, “Now behold, I have ventured to speak to the Lord, 
although I am but dust and ashes. 28 Suppose the fifty righteous are 
lacking five, will You destroy the whole city because of five?” And He said, 
“I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” 29 He spoke to Him yet again 
and said, “Suppose forty are found there?” And He said, “I will not do it on 
account of the forty.” 30 Then he said, “Oh may the Lord not be angry, 
and I shall speak; suppose thirty are found there?” And He said, “I will not 
do it if I find thirty there.” 31 And he said, “Now behold, I have ventured to 
speak to the Lord; suppose twenty are found there?” And He said, “I will 
not destroy it on account of the twenty.” 32 Then he said, “Oh may the 
Lord not be angry, and I shall speak only this once; suppose ten are found 
there?” And He said, “I will not destroy it on account of the ten.” 33 As 
soon as He had finished speaking to Abraham the Lord departed, and 
Abraham returned to his place. 

Abraham dared not go further in his prayer 
He had already risked angering the Lord 
Now he had to leave the issue with Him 
He knew that the Judge of all the Earth would do right 
Did he believe there were 10 righteous in the cities? 
What was the concern of his heart as he stood before the Lord? 
 
The Lord goes down to Sodom and is taken in by Lot 
The wickedness of the place is obvious 
There are not 10 righteous people in the town! 
Does the Lord destroy the town, including Lot? 
He could, and Abraham could have had no argument 
But how graciously God deals with him! 
He rescues Lot and his family (excepting Lot’s wife) 
Brings them out to safety 
Even spares a small town that would have perished 
Why did God do this? 
We know that Lot was a righteous man (Sodom bad choice) 
Was this the reason?  Perhaps in part 
But the more likely reason is God’s concern for Abraham 
Lot had been on his heart all the time he had prayed 
Yet he hadn’t dared reduce his request to 1 righteous 
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But God saw the unspoken prayer of his heart 
God answered even that prayer! 
How can we tell this? 

Genesis 19:29 Thus it came about, when God destroyed the cities of the 
valley, that God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst 
of the overthrow, when He overthrew the cities in which Lot lived. 

How kind and gracious is our God! 
When we cannot or dare not find the words, He interprets the 
heart! 
How Abraham must have rejoiced when he found out what had 
happened! 

3. David 
David is settled in Jerusalem and at peace 

2 Samuel 7:1-3 Now it came about when the king lived in his house, and 
the Lord had given him rest on every side from all his enemies, 2 that the 
king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but 
the ark of God dwells within tent curtains.” 3 Nathan said to the king, “Go, 
do all that is in your mind, for the Lord is with you.” 

He wanted to build a house for God’s Ark 
Everything seemed right for it 
Even God’s prophet gave him leave 
But things took a dramatic turn 
David was not the one to build the house of God 

2 Samuel 7:4-5 But in the same night the word of the Lord came to 
Nathan, saying, 5 Go and say to My servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord, 
“Are you the one who should build Me a house to dwell in? 

Does God crush David for daring to have this in his heart 
For having the audacity to think he could build the temple? 
No – first he tells David that he did well to have this in his heart 
Then He makes a remarkable promise to David 
The Davidic Covenant 

2 Samuel 7:10-16 I will also appoint a place for My people Israel and will 
plant them, that they may live in their own place and not be disturbed 
again, nor will the wicked afflict them any more as formerly, 11 even from 
the day that I commanded judges to be over My people Israel; and I will 
give you rest from all your enemies. The Lord also declares to you that 
the Lord will make a house for you. 12 When your days are complete 
and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after 
you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He 
shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his 
kingdom forever. 14 I will be a father to him and he will be a son to Me; 
when he commits iniquity, I will correct him with the rod of men and the 
strokes of the sons of men, 15 but My lovingkindness shall not depart from 
him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you.  16 

Your house and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your throne 
shall be established forever.” ’ ” 

You are not the one to build a house for me 
But I will build a house for you!  And what a house! 
The house from which Messiah would come! 
The great King of an everlasting kingdom 
Although David wasn’t permitted to do what was in his heart 
God read that desire and delighted in it 
David’s reward was to learn of a far greater house God would 
build for him! 

4. Elijah 
Elijah has just defeated the prophets of Baal at Carmel 

1 Kings 19:1-4 Now Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how 
he had killed all the prophets with the sword. 2 Then Jezebel sent a 
messenger to Elijah, saying, “So may the gods do to me and even more, if 
I do not make your life as the life of one of them by tomorrow about this 
time.” 3 And he was afraid and arose and ran for his life and came to 
Beersheba, which belongs to Judah, and left his servant there. 4 But he 
himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down 
under a juniper tree; and he requested for himself that he might die, and 
said, “It is enough; now, O Lord, take my life, for I am not better than my 
fathers.” 

Elijah was exhausted  
In that condition he prays that he might die 
Things aren’t going as he had expected 
The nation seems spiritually destitute despite his ministry 
Elijah is ready to give up 
How does God deal with him?  
God shows His love and concern by feeding him and giving him 
water 
Takes him to the mountain of God at Horeb 
Asks him why he has come 
Elijah pours out his heart 
“I’ve been very zealous for you 
But they’ve killed all the prophets and I’m the only one left 
Now they want me dead too” 
Impatient with God, frustrated with the situation 
How does God deal with His servant? 
Does he rebuke him for his rash request? 
Does He reprimand him? 
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No – He points out that He is preserving a remnant of 7000 
He commissions Elijah with more labors– to anoint kings 
Instructs him to anoint Elisha to succeed him 
Some time later the time for his departure comes 

2 Kings 2:9-11 When they had crossed over, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask 
what I shall do for you before I am taken from you.” And Elisha said, 
“Please, let a double portion of your spirit be upon me.” 10 He said, “You 
have asked a hard thing. Nevertheless, if you see me when I am taken 
from you, it shall be so for you; but if not, it shall not be so.” 11 As they 
were going along and talking, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire and 
horses of fire which separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a 
whirlwind to heaven. 

What had Elijah asked for? 
That he might die 
How did God answer that prayer? 
Elijah was translated straight to Heaven without dying! 
How completely worthless were Jezebel’s threats 
When the Lord is the giver and sustainer of life! 

5. But what about me? 
“That’s AVWB look at these men! 
Abraham – the friend of God 
David – a man after God’s own heart 
Elijah – perhaps the foremost prophet of the OT 
They were concerned first and foremost for God’s honor 
Their hearts were full of love to God 
 
Doesn’t this just prove that God is good to the spiritual giants? 
 
But look at some of His other words: 
To the twelve: 

Matthew 10:29-32 Are not two sparrows sold for a cent? And yet not one 
of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father.  30 But the very 
hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 So do not fear; you are more 
valuable than many sparrows. 32 Therefore everyone who confesses Me 
before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven. 
Luke 11:11-13 Now suppose one of you fathers is asked by his son for a 
fish; he will not give him a snake instead of a fish, will he? 12 Or if he is 
asked for an egg, he will not give him a scorpion, will he? 13 If you then, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 
will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?” 
John 17:13-15 But now I come to You; and these things I speak in the 
world so that they may have My joy made full in themselves. 14 I have 
given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are 

not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 15 I do not ask You to take 
them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one. 
John 17:24-26 Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, 
be with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have 
given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world. 25 O 
righteous Father, although the world has not known You, yet I have known 
You; and these have known that You sent Me; 26 and I have made Your 
name known to them, and will make it known, so that the love with which 
You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.” 
Romans 8:28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for 
good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His 
purpose. 
Hebrews 4:14-16 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has 
passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our 
confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize 
with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we 
are, yet without sin. 16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the 
throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need. 

We may not understand God’s providences 
But can we doubt His love for every one of us? 

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense 
But trust Him for His grace 

Behind a frowning providence 
He hides a smiling face 

6. Conclusions 
How this thought should encourage and warm our hearts! 
He knows how we are formed – remembers we are dust 
And still He loves us for Christ’s sake 
Still He purposes our good and our blessing 
He reads our hearts – interprets our desires 
Deals gently and tenderly with us even when we are out of sorts 
 
So do not hold back from Him 
Do not be wrongly fearful in His presence 
Come before Him often 
He has accepted you in Christ 
He will never stop loving you 
You may be surprised at His ways sometimes 
But you will always discover that He knows best 
Praise Him for such goodness to sinful wretches like us! 
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Evening Worship 6:00 P.M.  
 
 
Hymn Sing   
 
Announcements and prayer requests   
 
Silent Prayer   
 
Call to Worship Psalm 34 
 
Invocation   
 
Hymn #624  "Through All The Changing Scenes Of 

Life"  
 
Evening Offering   
 
Evening Prayer   
 
Scripture Text Ephesians 3:20-21  
 
Sermon  Gracious Providences for God's People   
 
Hymn #  A Sovereign Protector I have (tune as 
for 463) 
 
Benediction   
 
Postlude  
 
 
 


