
”Grace Instead of Grace” 
(John 1: 16-17) 

Introduction: As we have been developing the concept of the 
Covenant of Grace on the Lord’s Day evenings, I thought it would be 
profitable for us to review what we have seen from God’s revelation 
concerning it, and to finish by adding to it some final points that 
will be helpful for us to see the distinctions between the Old and 
New Covenants. We have already seen that the Covenant of Grace 
originates from an eternal agreement between the Father and the 
Son, which resulted in the sending of the Son to redeem God’s elect 
by taking upon Himself our nature, and as our representative, He 
fulfilled the righteous requirements of the Law, and took upon 
Himself the punishment for our sins. Though we miserably failed to 
do what was our duty to do, and have fallen infinitely short of 
glory of God, yet Christ repaired all the damage His people had 
done, and brought them back to God. We have seen that this grace 
was applied to the very first sinners, Adam and Eve, even though 
from their time frame, Christ was yet to come and to perform His 
work. They were not immediately destroyed in their rebellion, but 
were graciously redeemed by Christ. We have also seen that this 
covenant grace was the basis of God’s gracious covenant with 
Abraham, promising to give to him the land of Canaan, which pointed 
to the New Earth; a seed, which would be as numerous as the sand by 
the seashore, which ultimately pointed to Christ and the elect in 
Christ; and that he would be a blessing to all the nations, which 
he was when his promised seed came, who was the Christ, through 
whom all the elect from all the nations of the earth would be 
gathered into one. This gracious covenant was also the basis of 
God’s promise to David, to raise up the Messiah through his 
offspring, and to establish His throne forever. 

What we will want to look at further this evening, is the way 
in which John the apostle describes the relationship between the 
Old and New Covenants by a replacing of grace with grace, that is 
the bringing in of the grace of the New Covenant to replace that of 
the Old. 

In the Gospel of John, the apostle begins by introducing the 
great covenant Head over the people of God: He is the One who 
existed in the beginning with God, who is in fact God. He is the 
One who created everything which is, and who also recreated through 
the giving of His life, for in Him was life. He is the One who 
entered human history by becoming a man, and dwelling among His 
people. And He is the One, through His incarnation and mediatorial 
work, who became the source of the fullness of grace and truth for 
His people throughout the ages. And what I want you to see this 
evening is this, 

The Old and New Covenants were both gracious covenants 
based upon the work of Christ, though in the New Covenant that 
grace is more greatly displayed. 
this evening that there is both similarity and contrast between 
these two covenants. ) 

(I want you to further see 

I. First, Notice that John Says in Our Text that Believers Under 
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both Major Dispensations of the Covenant of Grace Received the 
Benefits of Christ’s Mediation. ”FROM HIS FULLNESS WE HAVE ALL 
RECEIVED, AND GRACE INSTEAD OF GRACE.” 
A. Contrary to the Belief of Some, Believers Under both 

Administrations Received of Christ’s Fullness. 
1 .  John says that ”FROM HIS FULLNESS WE HAVE ALL RECEIVED.” 

a. This refers, of course, to the New Covenant 
be1 ievers. 
(i) There is no dispute that we who are members 

of the New Testament church have received much 
from the fullness of Christ’s work. 

(ii) In Him, we have full remission of sins, and an 
inheritance which is imperishable, reserved 
for us in the heavens. 

b. However, it is not clear from the context that John 
is writing this to New Testament believers 
exclusively . 

It seems as though the book was intended to 
have a wider readership. At the end of his 
book, he writes, ”MANY OTHER SIGNS THEREFORE 
JESUS ALSO PERFORMED IN THE PRESENCE OF THE 
DISCIPLES, WHICH ARE NOT WRITTEN IN THIS BOOK; 
BUT THESE HAVE BEEN WRITTEN THAT YOU MAY 
BELIEVE THAT JESUS IS THE CHRIST, THE SON OF 
GOD; AND THAT BELIEVING YOU MAY HAVE LIFE IN 
HIS NAME” (20: 30-31 1. 
His book was actually written to be an account 
of the person and work of Christ to be used as 
an evangelistic tract. 
But if his intended audience was not the New 
Testament church, then who are the all that he 
refers to here. 
I believe that in the context it could be 
referring to the believers of the Old Covenant 
as well. 
In the context, he has referred to Christ 
coming to His own people, which was the Old 
Testament church, but having many of them 
reject Him (v. 11). 
But there were those who did receive Him so as 
to become children of God (v. 12). 
And at that particular time of the dissolution 
of the Old Testament church and the formation 
of the New, we might very well expect a 
statement referring to both groups. 

2. But we have further evidence as well that points to the 
recipients of this grace. 
a. John says that this group that he includes himself 

in has received ”GRACE INSTEAD OF/IN THE PLACE OF 
GRACE. ” 
(i) Your translations probably read, ”GRACE FOR 

(ii) But the Greek preposition ~ V T L  means ”instead 
GRACE, ” o r ,  ”GRACE UPON GRACE. ” 

of,” o r  ”in the place of.” 



(iii) John here is talking about a grace given which 
takes the place of a previous grace, not 
necessarily the heaping up of grace. 

in the New Covenant, replaces a grace which 
was already given in the Old. 
Old Testament believers enjoyed gracious 
benefits, which were now being replaced by 
other gracious benefits. 

(iv) And what he means is that the grace revealed 

(v) 

b. John says  ”WE HAVE ALL RECEIVED” from Christ’s 
fullness. 

The grace which Christ merited in His 
mediatorial work reaches forward to the 
limitless reaches of time, and backward, to 
the very beginning of time. 
It is that which takes hold of a man, changes 
his heart, transforms his life, and then 
causes him to persevere in righteousness 
through this life, and even in the life to 
come. 
It is also that which reaches backward, even 
to the very first sinners, and grants to them 
as well the same benefits that New Testament 
believers receive. 
Any grace which any believer has ever received 
has been from Christ’s fullness. 
However, because of the heavy legal elements 
in the Old Covenant, there have been some who 
have thought that salvation was by works. 

B. But A l l  of the Dispensations of the Covenant of Grace Have 
Had both Legal and Gracious Elements. 
1 .  We have already seen that the Mosaic Covenant, though 

it was characterized by a reenactment of the Covenant 
of Works, had many gracious elements. 
a. If the Law was received and related to as a 

Covenant of Works, it could only bring death, for 
it did not provide the righteousness that it 
requ i red. 
(i) Many theologians in the past, have erred in 

(ii) But this cannot be, for if it was the case, 
teaching this. 

then on one would have been saved, and 
secondly, there would have been no way to 
account for the gracious elements it 
contained. 

b. But because the Mosaic Covenant was an 
administration of the Covenant of Grace, it did 
have gracious provisions. 
(i) There were the gracious promises of the coming 

Christ, the Messiah who would deliver His 
people from their sins. 
There were prophecies concerning Him which 
revealed more of who He was and what He would 

(ii) 
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do. 
(iii) There were sacrifices which were effective in 

removing their sins because of their faith in 
the coming One who would shed His blood for 
them. 

circumcision which was a sign and seal of the 
promise of God to circumcise their hearts by 
faith in His Redeemer. 

(v) And there was the Passover lamb, that stood as 
a reminder year by year of the Lamb of God who 
would take away their sins. 

(iv) There was the gracious provision of 

2. And on the other hand, we must not forget that the New 
Covenant, which is so strongly characterized by grace, 
also includes some legal elements. 
a. We do not have in the New Covenant, as we had in 

the Old, a reenactment of the Covenant of Works, so 
that it does not appear to require any works. 
ti) It is true that there are people in the New 

Covenant church who are seeking to be 
justified by their works. 

(ii) They cannot seem to grasp the idea that their 
works cannot commend them to God, neither can 
they keep them in the grace of God. 

(iii) As Paul says, ”FOR NOT KNOWING ABOUT GOD’S 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND SEEKING TO ESTABLISH THEIR 
OWN, THEY DID NOT SUBJECT THEMSELVES TO THE 
RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD” (Rom. 10 : 3 1 . 

make their faith rest in it apart from their 
own additions. IF YOU ADD ANYTHING TO THE 
GOSPEL, THEN YOU ARE DESTROYING THE GOSPEL. 

(v) But the main problem usually tends to be 
antinomianism, that is, the belief that the 
Law of God has been completely abolished. 

(iv) These people know about it, but cannot seem to 

b. But I want you to see that this is equally a 
distortion of the covenant of God. 
ti) Jesus said, ”UNTIL HEAVEN AND EARTH PASS AWAY, 

NOT THE SMALLEST LETTER OR STROKE SHALL PASS 
AWAY FROM THE LAW, UNTIL ALL IS ACCOMPLISHED” 
(Matt. 5: 18). 
Jesus required that His people obey His 
commandments. He said, ”IF YOU LOVE ME, YOU 
WILL KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS” (John 14:15). 

(iii) The apostle John said, ”THE ONE WHO SAYS, ’ I  
HAVE COME TO KNOW HIM,’ AND DOES NOT KEEP HIS 
COMMANDMENTS, IS A LIAR, AND THE TRUTH IS NOT 
IN HIM; BUT WHOEVER KEEPS HIS WORD, IN HIM THE 
LOVE OF GOD HAS TRULY BEEN PERFECTED” (1 John 
2: 4-5). 

(ii) 

(iv) However, unlike the Covenant of Works, which 
says, ”DO THIS AND YOU WILL LIVE,” the 
believers good works are not for the purpose 
of salvation, but for the purpose of 
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sanctification. They are not meritorious 
works, but they are necessary to show that the 
individual has a true and lively faith. 

tv) And these works, though they deserve nothing 
in themselves, will one day be graciously 
rewarded by God. 

c. And so although it is a common error today to say 
that the believers in the Old Covenant didn’t 
receive any grace, and that believers in the New 
are not under any obligation to obey, both are 
false beliefs. 

d. Believers under both dispensations received of the 
fullness of Christ’s grace, and both were under 
obligation to observe the commandments of God. 

11. Secondly, I Want You to Notice the Reason John Gives for His 
Affirmation that both Old and New Covenant Believers Received 
Grace, ”FOR THE LAW WAS GIVEN THROUGH MOSES; GRACE AND TRUTH 
CAME THROUGH JESUS CHRIST.” 

A. The Law Did Not Exclude Grace as We Have Seen, But It Was 
in Itself also a Gracious Provision. ”THE LAW WAS GIVEN 
THROUGH MOSES. ” 
1.  Yes, as a Covenant of Works it could only kill, but 

that was not the only reason for which it was given. 
2. It was also a means of grace to the people of Israel. 

a. The Moral Law showed the Old Testament Church the 
righteous requirements of God and pointed them to 
the Christ. 

b. The Ceremonial Law was a gracious provision to 
atone for their sins, but it only did so by 
pointing to the One by whom the sacrifice would be 
made that would remove their sins once and for all. 

behavior by bringing about severe penalties for the 
breaking of it. 

by God, it was actually a means of grace to them. 
Moses said, ”SEE, I HAVE TAUGHT YOU STATUTES AND 
JUDGMENTS JUST AS THE LORD MY GOD COMMmDED ME, 

c. And the Civil Law restrained their outwardly evil 

d. When the Law was used the way that it was intended 

THAT YOU sHouLn no THUS IN THE Lmn WHERE YOU ARE 
ENTERING TO POSSESS IT. so KEEP m n  no THEM, FOR 

STATUTES AND SAY, ’SURELY THIS GREAT NATION IS A 

NATION IS THERE THAT HAS A Gon so NEAR TO IT AS IS 
THE LORD OUR Gon WHENEVER WE CALL ON HIM? OR WHAT 
GREAT NATION IS THERE THAT HAS STATUTES m n  
SETTING BEFORE YOU TODAY?” (Deu. 4: 5-8). 

THAT IS YOUR WISDOM AND YOUR UNDERSTmDING IN THE 
SIGHT OF THE PEOPLES WHO WILL HEAR ALL THESE 

WISE AND UNDERSTANDING PEOPLE.’ FOR WHAT GREAT 

JUDGMENTS AS RIGHTEOUS AS THIS WHOLE LAW WHICH I AM 

B. But in the New Covenant, when Christ Was Revealed and 
Fulfilled the Types and the Righteousness of the Law, He 
Brought About a Greater Display of Grace. ”GRACE AND TRUTH 
CAME INTO BEING THROUGH JESUS CHRIST.” 
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1 .  Christ is the substance, the reality of the Covenant of 
Grace. He is that to which the entire Old Covenant 
pointed . 
a. Moses was the mediator of the Old Covenant and 

through him the Law was given. 
b. However, the provisions of the Mosaic economy could 

only point to the One who could bring life, the 
types and ordinances in themselves could not. 

c. But Christ could and did bring life by His perfect 
obedience to that Law, and by His atoning death on 
the cross. 

d. Christ is the reality; He is that to which the 
whole Old Testament pointed; Christ does not point 
to anything further; He is the fulfillment! 

2. And in the New Covenant, ordinances are instituted 
which point to that Covenant Grace of Christ even more 
cl early . 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

This was Paul’s point where he wrote, ”BUT IF 
THE MINISTRY OF DEATH, IN LETTERS ENGRAVED ON 
STONES, CAME WITH GLORY, SO THAT THE SONS OF ISRAEL 

BECAUSE OF THE GLORY OF HIS FACE, FADING AS IT WAS, 
HOW SHALL THE MINISTRY OF THE SPIRIT FAIL TO BE 
EVEN MORE WITH GLORY? FOR IF THE MINISTRY OF 
CONDEMNATION HAS GLORY, MUCH MORE DOES THE MINISTRY 
OF RIGHTEOUSNESS ABOUND IN GLORY. FOR INDEED WHAT 
HAS GLORY, IN THIS CASE, HAS NO GLORY ON ACCOUNT OF 
THE GLORY WHICH SURPASSES IT. FOR IF THAT WHICH 
FADES AWAY WAS WITH GLORY, MUCH MORE THAT WHICH 
REMAINS IS IN GLORY” ( 2  Cor. 3:7-11). 
In the New Covenant, there is surpassing glory in 
Christ and in His work which are displayed through 
the means of grace. 
You no longer need to go to Israel and become a 
proselyte to Judaism in order to be saved. But 
Christ has sent out His messengers to the far 
reaches of the earth to gather in His elect. 
You no longer need to bring sacrificial animals to 
a priest in order to atoned for your sins, for this 
Christ did when He offered up Himself for your 
sins, once for all. 
You no longer need to be circumcised, experiencing 
that bloody sign of the covenant, but now you are 
to be baptized in water, because Christ’s blood has 
been shed cleansing you from all sin. 
And you no longer need to celebrate the Passover 
meal as a remembrance of God’s passing over you in 
His judgments on Egypt. but now you celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper, which commemorates the Passover Lamb 
of God that was slain to cause God to pass over you 
in His judgment on the final day. 
Though they have less outward glory than their Old 
Testament counterparts, yet in them is the grace of 
God more fully displayed to His people and through 
His people to the nations for they testify of a 

coum NOT LOOK INTENTLY AT THE FACE OF MOSES 
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completed salvation, not one that is yet to come. 

anything besides Christ, to try to be approved unto 
God; do not turn to the things which cannot profit 
you in God’s sight, but cling to the One in whom is 
the fulfillment of the ages with regard to 
righteousness . 

i. Christ’s work cannot be supplemented, it cannot be 
added to, it cannot be perfected by your works. 

j. In Christ is all the fullness of wisdom and 
righteousness . 

k. People of God, rejoice in Christ your Savior, own 
Him as your all and everything, for in Him are the 
true riches of God. Amen. 

h. People of God, do not turn from Christ, or to 


