
“Of Good Works” 
(WCF 16:1-3) 

 
 
 
WCF 16.1  Good works are only such as God hath commanded in His holy Word, and 
not such as, without the warrant thereof, are devised by men, out of blind zeal, or 
upon any pretence of good intention.   
I.  Main Idea:  God tells us what constitutes a good work.   

A.  What is a good work?  There are three elements.   
1.  It must be what God commands:   

a.  “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of 
you but to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” 
(Micah 6:8).   

b.  “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is 
good and acceptable and perfect” (Rom. 12:2).   

 
2.  It must be done with a proper motive – love for God.   

a.  “And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God 
must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him” 
(Heb. 11:6).   

b.  “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, 
but faith working through love” (Gal. 5:6).   

 
3.  It must be done with a right end – the glory of God.   

a.  “So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be honored 
by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full” (Matt. 6:2).   

b.  “Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of 
God” (1 Cor. 10:31).   

 
B.  What if all three elements are not present?  Then no matter what our intentions 

in doing it, it is not a good work.   
1.  “Then the Lord said, ‘Because this people draw near with their words and honor 

Me with their lip service, but they remove their hearts far from Me, and their 
reverence for Me consists of tradition learned by rote, therefore behold, I will 
once again deal marvelously with this people, wondrously marvelous; and the 
wisdom of their wise men will perish, and the discernment of their discerning men 
will be concealed’” (Isaiah 29:13-14).   

2.  “For I testify about them that they have a zeal for God, but not in accordance with 
knowledge.  For not knowing about God's righteousness and seeking to establish 
their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God” (Rom. 
10:2-3).   

3.  “But in vain do they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the precepts of men” 
(Matt. 15:9).   
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WCF 16.2  These good works, done in obedience to God's commandments, are the 
fruits and evidences of a true and lively faith: and by them believers manifest their 
thankfulness, strengthen their assurance, edify their brethren, adorn the profession of 
the Gospel, stop the mouths of the adversaries, and glorify God, whose workmanship 
they are, created in Christ Jesus thereunto; that, having their fruit unto holiness, they 
may have the end eternal life.   
II.  Main Idea:  Good works are the fruits of saving faith and have many good 

purposes.   
A.  What is always true of a living faith?  It will always produce good works.   

 1.  “But someone may well say, ‘You have faith and I have works; show me your 
faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works.’  You believe 
that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder. But are you 
willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless?  Was 
not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son on the 
altar?  You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the 
works, faith was perfected” (James 2:18-22).   

2.  “For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is 
dead” (2:26).   

 
B.  What are some of the uses of good works?   

1.  They are one way of showing God how thankful we are for His salvation:  “What 
shall I render to the LORD for all His benefits toward me?  I shall lift up the cup 
of salvation and call upon the name of the LORD” (Psalm 116:12-13).   

2.  When we see the fruit of good works in our lives, it strengthens our assurance that 
we are true believers.   
a.  “By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His 

commandments.  The one who says, ‘I have come to know Him,’ and does not 
keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; but whoever 
keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected. By this we 
know that we are in Him” (1 John 2:3-5).   

b.  “Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply 
moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge, and in your 
knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your 
perseverance, godliness, and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your 
brotherly kindness, love.  For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, 
they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, 
having forgotten his purification from his former sins.  Therefore, brethren, be 
all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as 
long as you practice these things, you will never stumble” (2 Peter 1:5-10).   

 
3.  Good works are helpful in encouraging fellow saints.   

a.  “For I know your readiness, of which I boast about you to the Macedonians, 
namely, that Achaia has been prepared since last year, and your zeal has stirred 
up most of them” (2 Cor. 9:2).   
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b.  “Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16).   

 
4.  They strengthen our testimony to the truth of the Gospel:  “Older men are to be 

temperate, dignified, sensible, sound in faith, in love, in perseverance. Older 
women likewise are to be reverent in their behavior, not malicious gossips nor 
enslaved to much wine, teaching what is good, so that they may encourage the 
young women to love their husbands, to love their children, to be sensible, pure, 
workers at home, kind, being subject to their own husbands, so that the word of 
God will not be dishonored.  Likewise urge the young men to be sensible; in all 
things show yourself to be an example of good deeds, with purity in doctrine, 
dignified, sound in speech which is beyond reproach, so that the opponent will be 
put to shame, having nothing bad to say about us.  Urge bondslaves to be subject 
to their own masters in everything, to be well-pleasing, not argumentative, not 
pilfering, but showing all good faith so that they will adorn the doctrine of God 
our Savior in every respect” (Titus 2:2-10).   

 
5.  They take away any just grounds from our adversaries to discredit the Gospel:  

“For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of 
foolish men” (1 Pet. 2:15).   

6.  They glorify the One who gave us the grace to do them:   
a.  “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 

God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them” (Eph. 2:10).   
b.  “My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be 

My disciples” (John 15:8).   
 

7.  They qualify us to enter into heaven:   
a.  “But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your 

benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life” (Rom. 6:22).   
b.  “Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will 

see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14).   
c.  If the fruits of sanctification are not present, neither is justification.   
  

WCF 16.3  Their ability to do good works is not at all of themselves, but wholly from 
the Spirit of Christ.  And that they may be enabled thereunto, beside the graces they 
have already received, there is required an actual influence of the same Holy Spirit to 
work in them to will and to do of His good pleasure:  yet are they not hereupon to 
grow negligent, as if they were not bound to perform any duty unless upon a special 
motion of the Spirit; but they ought to be diligent in stirring up the grace of God that 
is in them.    
III.  Main Idea:  The Holy Spirit alone enables us to do good works.   

A.  Are we capable of doing good works as we come into the world?  No.  The Holy 
Spirit alone can give us a love for the good, which alone can give us the 
desire/ability to do good.   
1.  The Spirit gives us this ability in His initial work of uniting us with Christ.   
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a.  “Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I 
will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  I 
will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you 
will be careful to observe My ordinances” (Ezekiel 36:26-27).   

b.  “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them” (Eph. 2:10).   

 
2.  His continuing influence is necessary for this work to continue.   

a.  “For it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good 
pleasure” (Phil. 2:13).   

b.  “I can do all things through Him who strengthens me” (Phil. 4:13).   
c.  “Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from 

ourselves, but our adequacy is from God” (2 Cor. 3:5).   
d.  “I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he 

bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing” (John 15:5).   
  

B.  Does this mean we should not try to do good works unless we feel the desire?   
1.  It is always our duty to do the right thing whether we feel like it or not.   
2.  If we do not feel like doing what is right, we must stir up that grace again in our 

souls.   
a.  “There is no one who calls on Your name, who arouses himself to take hold of 

You; for You have hidden Your face from us and have delivered us into the 
power of our iniquities” (Isa. 64:7).   

b.  “So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence 
only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear 
and trembling” (Phil. 2:12).   

c.  “And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize 
the full assurance of hope until the end, so that you will not be sluggish, but 
imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises” (Heb. 
6:11-12).   

d.  “For this reason I remind you to kindle afresh the gift of God which is in you 
through the laying on of my hands” (2 Tim. 1:6).   

e.  “But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in 
the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life” (Jude 1:20-21).   

f.  The Spirit works through the means of grace to strengthen that desire.   


