
”God Works All Things for Good” 
(Romans 8: 28 1 

Introduction: In the light of the many trials that many of our 
brethren in the church have undergone lately in the areas of 
property loss, failing health, loss of loved ones, disruptions in 
personal relationships, and like things, I thought that it would be 
fitting if we were to look specifically at the sovereignty of God in 
all situations and His promise to work all such events in our lives, 
which outwardly seem tragic, together for good. 

Paul says in Romans 8:17 that suffering is a necessary precursor to 
being glorified with Christ, ”THE SPIRIT HIMSELF BEARS WITNESS WITH OUR 
SPIRIT THAT WE ARE CHILDREN OF GOD, AND IF CHILDREN, HEIRS ALSO, HEIRS 
OF GOD AND FELLOW HEIRS WITH CHRIST, IF INDEED WE SUFFER WITH HIM IN 
ORDER THAT WE MAY ALSO BE GLORIFIED WITH HIM.” Our union and communion 
with Christ necessarily means that in this life we will also partake of 
sufferings which fill up that which is lacking in the sufferings of 
Christ, not in a redemptive sense, but in taking upon ourselves the 
abuse that the world would offer Christ. 

three grounds of support and encouragement. First, ”THE SUFFERINGS 
OF THIS PRESENT TIME ARE NOT WORTHY TO BE COMPARED WITH THE GLORY 
THAT IS TO BE REVEALED TO US” (v. 18). There is a far greater 
weight of glory coming for those who suffer for Christ. Secondly, 
the ministry of the Holy Spirit in interceding for us is also an 
encouragement. ”AND IN THE SAME WAY THE SPIRIT ALSO HELPS OUR 
WEAKNESS; FOR WE DO NOT KNOW HOW TO PRAY AS WE SHOULD, BUT THE 
SPIRIT HIMSELF INTERCEDES FOR US WITH GROANINGS TOO DEEP FOR WORDS” 
(v. 2 6 ) .  And thirdly, the promise of God that He will work all 
things together for the good of His people is a strong consolation 
that engenders hope in the hearts of His own, even in the midst of 
the greatest trial or adversity. And what I want you to see this 
evening from this text is, 

Yet, in the midst of the Christian’s suffering, Paul gives to us 

God promises to work all the circumstances of life together 
for good in the lives of those who love Him. 

I. God Promises to Work Every Circumstance of Life Together for Good. 
A .  Remember that the Sovereignty of God Extends to Every Event 

in Life. 
1.  Every good and perfect thing given to you in life is 

from the Lord. 
a. The Bible says that God gives understanding (Job 

32:8), life (Job 33:4) to all things ( 1  Tim. 6:13), 
food to all flesh (Ps. 136:25), strength and power 
(Ps. 68: 35), grace and glory (Ps. 84: 11 ); wisdom 
(Pr. 2:6; Dan. 2:21), light through His Word (Ps. 
119: 130), grace to the afflicted (Pr. 3: 34), light 
to the eyes (Pr. 29:13), rest from pain and turmoil 
and harsh service (Is. 14:3), strength to the weary 
(Is. 40:29), breath to all people (Is. 42:5), 
delivery to the woman with child (Is. 66:9), rain in 
its season (Jer. 5:24) upon the righteous and the 
unrighteous (Matt. 5:45), the Spirit of God ( 1  Thes. 
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4:8), life to the dead (John 5:21), perseverance and 
encouragement (Rom. 15:5), victory over death ( I  
Cor. 15:57), and grace to the humble ( 1  Pet. 5:5). 

b. Generally speaking, any good that you receive in 
life is from the Father of lights, ”EVERY GOOD THING 
BESTOWED AND EVERY PERFECT GIFT IS FROM ABOVE, 
COMING DOWN FROM THE FATHER OF LIGHTS, WITH WHOM 
THERE IS NO VARIATION, OR SHIFTING SHADOW” (James 
I: 17). 

2. But you must realize that every tragedy and adversity 
life is also from the Lord. 
a. God’s sovereignty extends to the way all His 

creatures were made. 

in 

ti) He sovereignly fashioned our bodies in the womb 
of our mothers, ”FOR THOU DIDST FORM MY INWARD 
PARTS; THOU DIDST WEAVE ME IN MY MOTHER’S WOMB” 
(Ps. 139: 13). 

original constitution were all a part of His plan. 
The Lord said to Moses, ”WHO HAS MADE MAN’S MOUTH? 
OR WHO MAKES HIM DUMB OR DEAF, OR SEEING OR BLIND? 
IS IT NOT I, THE LORD?” (EX. 4: 11). 

with or without is part of God’s sovereign plan. 

our natural abilities once having been born is 
in His absolute control. 

(ii) Any trials that we have experienced from our 

(iii) By implication, everything that we may be born 

(iv) And consequently, everything that happens to 

b. And it extends to all the events in the lives of His 
creatures . 
ti) 

tii) 

tiii) 

t iv) 

tV) 

He determined our days, exactly what would 
happen in them, even before we were ever born, 
”IN THY BOOK THEY WERE ALL WRITTEN, THE DAYS 
THAT WERE ORDAINED FOR ME, WHEN AS YET THERE 
WAS NOT ONE OF THEM” (Ps. 139: 16). 
Even the adversity that we would have to face 
is ordained by God. Job said to his wife, 
”SHALL WE INDEED ACCEPT GOOD FROM GOD AND NOT 
ACCEPT ADVERSITY?” (Job 2 : 10 ) . 
Everything that comes into our lives, and the 
lives of all His creatures, the good and the bad, 
is all from God’s sovereign hand, ”WHO WORKS ALL 
THINGS AFTER THE COUNSEL OF HIS WILL” (Eph. 
And that this relates to the affairs of men is 
brought out in the case of King Nebuchanezzar, 
who said, after he was humbled by being made 
like a beast of the field for a time, ”AND ALL 
OF THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH ARE ACCOUNTED 
AS NOTHING, BUT HE DOES ACCORDING TO HIS WILL 
IN THE HOST OF HEAVEN AND AMONG THE INHABITANTS 
OF EARTH; AND NO ONE CAN WARD OFF HIS HAND OR 
SAY TO HIM, ’WHAT HAST THOU DONE’ ” (Dan. 4: 35). 
He says, ”I AM THE LORD, AND THERE IS NO OTHER, 
THE ONE FORMING LIGHT AND CREATING DARKNESS, 
CAUSING WELL-BEING AND CREATING CALAMITY; I AM 

1 : 1 1 ) . 
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THE LORD WHO DOES ALL THESE” t IS. 45: 6 ~ - 7  1. 
tvil But remember as well, that although God ordains 

that there be outward evil, such as famine, 
earthquakes, and disease, and moral evil which 
is all the sin in the world, He is not thereby 
the author of sin. 

tvil The only satisfactory answer to the question of 
why God ordains that there is evil in the world 
can only be, ”Because it is good that there is 
evi 1. ” 

B. And His Gracious Providence Toward His Own I s  Such that He 
Works All of These Things Together for Good. 
1.  The 

a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

2. But 

- - 

events themselves may not be outwardly good. 
Losing one who is dear to you such as a family 
member or a friend through death can bring deep 
grief and a sense of emptiness to the heart. 
Being separated from close friends by a great 
distance for a short time or long, can bring pain a 
sense of loss. 
Suffering some physical affliction can be greatly 
disheartening for both you and those around you. 
Many have been crushed by the loss of their physical 
wealth through inability to find employment. 
bankruptcy, theft, or disaster. 
Many have been deeply grieved over loved ones or 
friends who seemingly made a profession of faith and 
then have walked away from the Lord. 
Some have suffered persecution from the world for 
their bold testimony of the Gospel of Christ. 
Others have been injured by close friends or acquaintances 
because of their harsh and unjust treatment. 

God works all these things together for the ultimate 

t i-1 

tiil 

tiiil 

t ivl 

good. 
a. Though these things are not good in themselves, they 

may work together for good purposes. 
The loss of a loved one or friend due to death 
can quicken our own sense of the shortness of 
time and the need of redeeming the time, 
knowing that at any moment we might be standing 
before the Judge of the universe to give an 
account of our lives. It can also make us 
yearn more for heaven, if the one who has 
passed away is a Christian, for their condition 
is far better than ours. 
Being separated from friends makes us treasure 
more the friendships that we have and makes us 
better improve the time that we do have with 
those who are close to us. 
The loss of health shows us just how temporal 
and transitory we are and how much we ought to 
improve the time that we have to make our lives 
yield more fruit for God’s glory while He gives 
us the strength to do so. 
The loss of our possessions can show us how 
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tVl 

tvi l 

tviil 

little we ought to love the things of the 
world, that they also are temporary and for 
this world only. 
(a) We cannot take these things with us and we 

have no guarantee that we will be able to 
hang on to them even on this earth. 

tbl It also shows us how we ought to use them 
for the Lord’s service while we can, for 
they may easily be taken from us. 

treasures in heaven. Jesus said, ”DO NOT 
LAY UP FOR YOURSELVES TREASURES UPON 
EARTH, WHERE MOTH AND RUST DESTROY, AND 
WHERE THIEVES BREAK IN AND STEAL. BUT LAY 
UP FOR YOURSELVES TREASURES IN HEAVEN, 
WHERE NEITHER MOTH NOR RUST DESTROYS, AND 
WHERE THIEVES DO NOT BREAK IN OR STEAL; 
FOR WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS, THERE WILL 
YOUR HEART BE ALSO” (Matt. 6:19-21). 

tcl On account of this, we ought to lay up our 

When we are grieved by a loved one or a friend 
who claimed to walk with Jesus, and turned 
their back upon Him and went headlong into the 
world, this should make us all the more 
thankful for the grace of God that keeps us in 
His love, and be all the more watchful for 
signs in ourselves and others around us that 
may indicate that we have not really embraced 
Jesus and improve the time that we have to 
strengthen ourselves and our brethren in Christ. 
When we are persecuted by the world for our 
witness of Christ, then we are blessed, for 
Jesus said, ”BLESSED ARE YOU WHEN MEN CAST 
INSULTS AT YOU, AND PERSECUTE YOU, AND SAY ALL 
KINDS OF EVIL AGAINST YOU FALSELY, ON ACCOUNT 
OF ME. REJOICE, AND BE GLAD, FOR YOUR REWARD 
IN HEAVEN IS GREAT, FOR SO THEY PERSECUTED THE 
PROPHETS WHO WERE BEFORE YOU” (Matt. 5:10-12). 
And when we are injured by our friends, it is 
good to know that we have a friend who sticks 
closer than a brother. That though we are 
forsaken by our friends, the Lord Jesus will 
never leave us nor forsake us (Heb. 13:5l. 

b. We must also realize that we tend to think that 
everything should work out to our conception of 
what is good for us. But God’s idea of the good is 
the proper idea and what He knows is good for us 
and for the good of His kingdom is what is He will 
work in and through our lives. 

11. However, This Promise Is Limited to a Specific Group of People. 
A. It Is Made to Those Who Are Called According to His Will. 

1. This is obviously not to those who are merely outwardly 
called by the Gospel. 
a. Many people have heard the Gospel, but have not 
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responded to i t . 
b. All things will not work out for good in their case, 

but will harden their hearts and will work together 
ultimately to bring greater judgment upon their 
heads in the day of judgment. 

2. Rather, this is limited to those who respond to that 
Gospel call with faith and repentance. 
a. It is for those who have been chosen by God before 

b. It is for those who have been inwardly renewed by 

c. It is for those who have been effectually called 

the foundation of the world. 

the regenerating power of the Holy Spirit. 

according to the purpose of God. 

B. And the Evidence of This Call Is Seen in Their Love for God. 
1.  The grace of regeneration changes the character of an 

individual. 
a. Sometimes the change is subtle, sometimes great. 
b. But there must be some change, some f rui t, or there 

is no presence of the Spirit of God. 

2. The preeminent change in a person’s heart is that, 
whereas before he hated God, now he loves Him. 
a. All men by nature hate God. 
b. By the grace of God that natural hatred is subdued 

and a new principle of love is implanted in the soul 
by the sovereign operation of the Holy Spirit. 

c. And so the preeminent mark of the grace of God in 
the soul of man is that he loves God and the things 
of God as his chief delight. 

evidenced by their love for God, that the promise is 
given. 

d. And it is for those who are called of God, as 

III. Uses. 
A. Is God your chief delight in life? Do you really love Him 

above all other loves in the world? 
1.  Jesus said, ”IF ANYONE COMES TO ME, AND DOES NOT HATE 

HIS OWN FATHER AND MOTHER AND WIFE AND CHILDREN AND 
BROTHERS AND SISTERS, YES, AND EVEN HIS OWN LIFE, HE 
CANNOT BE MY DISCIPLE” (Luke 14:26). 
a. Your love for Christ must be such that even the 

nearest and dearest relationships in your life will 
never conflict with your love for Him. 

b. The great commandment is, ”YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD 
YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR 
SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND” (Matt. 22:37). 

2. Does this express your love for the Savior? 
3. Is He the greatest object of your adoration? 
4. Is your heart inflamed by the things of God? 
5. Is there anything that you place in front of Him in your 

affections? 
6. Is Christ the center of your life and your being, and 

are you living a life which bears that out by keeping 
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the commandments of God? Jesus said, ”IF YOU LOVE ME, 
YOU WILL KEEP MY COMM~DMENTS’~ (John 14:15). 

affections, then that is idolatry, and all of your idols 
must fall. 

you are a stranger to the grace of God. You don’t know 
Him savingly! 

7. If anything has usurped Christ’s rightful place in your 

8. If this love is not in your heart and increasing, then 

9. Call upon the Lord to put this love in your heart. 
10. Respond to God’s call to faith in Christ and turn from 

11. Only God can give you the inclination to love Him above 
your sins. 

all else. 

B. And if you do love God this evening, then you need to KNOW 
with assurance that God has planned that everything which He 
brings into your life will ultimately work together for 
good. 
1.  Do you KNOW that this is true? 

a. Sometimes we suffer on account of the Gospel, 
standing in Christ’s place and taking upon ourselves 
the abuse which was meant for Him. As Paul said, 
”IN MY FLESH I DO MY SHARE ON BEHALF OF HIS BODY 
(WHICH IS THE CHURCH) IN FILLING UP THAT WHICH IS 
LACKING IN CHRIST’S AFFLICTIONS” (Col . 1 : 24). 

b. Though this is the most likely emphasis in our 
passage tonight, this verse goes beyond in affirming 
that God’s providence extends to even the most 
minute details of life and that all of these things 
are being worked together for good in God’s plan. 

2. Knowing that this is what the Word of God says, Do you 
BELIEVE that it is true? 
a. The knowledge of anything does not do you any good 

unless you believe it. 
b. The same is true of the Gospel. You may know the 

facts of the Gospel, but that cannot save you. 
c. It only makes you more blameworthy and culpable in 

the day of judgment if you do not respond to it. 
d. This is true with any of the promises of God; knowing 

them is not enough, you must also BELIEVE them. 

3. God has promised that everything will work together in 
your life for the ultimate good. 
a. Yes, things happen which are outwardly evil, but are 

you willing to believe that these things will be 
worked together for the ultimate good? 

b. Do you also believe that God will work your sins 
together for good? 

c. Yes, they are evil, they are tragic, they can bring 
the chastisement of God into your life. But He 
will also bring good out of them, if you are truly 
His child. 

evil together for His good purposes. 
d. Ultimately, God is working all moral and outward 
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tiil 

tiiil 

t ivl 

tVl 

tvi l 

tviil 

tviiil 

e. And if you meditate on the results of His 
providential ordering of events, if you look beyond 
your own circumstances and the inconvenience that 
you have suffered, you will see that God has worked 
something good in your life. 

He has worked within you greater love, hope, 
endurance and patience. 
You have a tighter grip on Christ and the 
things of heaven, and a looser grip on the 
things of the earth. 
As you see the Lord bring you through these 
trials, you have greater confidence and faith 
in Him, and less trust in yourself. 
You’ve learned the lesson that Job learned, 
that for those who patiently wait, they will 
see the purpose of God in their trials and the 
way in which the Lord has been pleased to 
glorify Himself in them. 
It may even be that your obedience was slipping 
towards God’s commandments and God brought this 
into your life to teach you greater 
steadfastness. 
The psalmist writes, ”BEFORE I WAS AFFLICTED I 
WENT ASTRAY, BUT NOW I KEEP THY WORD” tPs. 
119: 67). 
And further, ”IT WAS GOOD FOR ME THAT I WAS 
AFFLICTED, THAT I MAY LEARN THY STATUTES” tv. 
71). 
You cannot control the afflictions in your 
life, but you can cooperate with what the Lord 
wants to accomplish in them. 

f. You will also see that He has been at work in the 
lives of those around you. 
ti) 

tiil 

tiiil 

t ivl 

He has made you a witness and testimony to 
others of the love which God has toward His 
people and the comfort that believing in Jesus 
can bring. 
I noticed that Ada took many opportunities to 
speak of the faithfulness of Jesus to her 
neighbors and the parents who came from Turlock 
Christian schools, turning this tragedy into a 
witness for Christ. 
And Dorothy Enas, through her surgeries and 
subsequent doctor visits and treatments, has 
been a witness of Christ in her behavior and in 
her testimony. 
All of you should seek to turn your trials into 
opportunities to glorify God. 

g. When you see what the Lord has brought about in your 
life and in the lives of others, you will give Him 
the glory because although it may have been greatly 
inconvenient for you, He has worked it together for 
His glory and for your ultimate good. 

h. If you trust and believe what the Lord has said 
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concerning the situations of your life, then you 
need never fear them, but wait and see what glorious 
and gracious things the Lord will do in the midst of 
them. Amen. 


