
“God Will Set Up a Kingdom”
(Daniel 2:36-45)

I.  Introduction.  
A.  It’s hard to live in this world.  

1.  Sin is a very big part – our own sins, the sins of others.  
2.  Death a very great part.  

B.  But there is hope/encouragement.  
1.  Christ’s kingdom has come.  
2.  He reigns over the kingdoms of men.  
3.  He will overcome.  
4.  This is what our passage tells us.  

II.  Sermon.  
A.  Nebuchadnezzar had a dream.  

1.  Its purpose was to show N. what the Lord was intending to do in the future:  mainly to humble this man, to show him
that his kingdom would not endure forever.  

2.  But it was also to exalt Daniel, so that He might make His will known and protect His people while in exile.  

B.  Its interpretation.  
1.  It was of a statue of a man, probably because it represented four kingdoms of man.  
2.  It was made of four metals, with the feet being made of the fourth, though mixed with clay.  
3.  The four metals represented four kingdoms that ruled over the Jews until the coming of the Messiah:  

a.  The first was Babylon, represented by gold, because of the glory, majesty and power that God has bestowed
upon N.  He was the king of kings, because all kings served him.  This was not by his doing, but by God’s plan,
as he found out for himself later (Builds an image of himself, commands all to worship it, Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-nego; warned in a dream, doesn’t repent, made a beast for seven years; Dan. 3-4).  

b.  The second Medo-Persia, or the Medes and the Persians, represented by the silver, showing that it will be inferior
to the first.  

c.  The third Greece, represented by the bronze, because it will be inferior to the first two.  
d.  And the fourth Rome, represented by the iron, because of its strength.  It will crush and put an end to the previous

kingdoms.  But it will be a divided kingdom, represented by the feet being partly of iron and partly of clay:  some
will be strong and some brittle.  

e.  They are all represented as one statue because each of these empires swallowed up and incorporated the previous
one into itself.  

4.  Finally, there is a fifth kingdom which is set up in the days of those kings (these four kingdoms, which continue in
Rome).  
a.  It is one God would set up, not man, represented by the stone cut without hands, made by God.  
b.  It is one that unlike the other kingdoms, will never be destroyed.  
c.  It will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms.  It’s interesting that after Rome, there were no more world

empires, though some tried.  
d.  It will fill the whole earth (v. 35).  This is the only kingdom left to conquer the whole world.  
e.  It will endure forever.  
f.  This is the kingdom of heaven, set up at the time of Rome’s dominion over the world, by Christ the King.  He

came while Rome was ruling over Judea.  He preached the Gospel, which was the announcing of the kingdom and
Him as its King.  



g.  N.B.:  This is not referring to the European Commonwealth, a resurrected Roman Empire, consisting of ten
nations, which will be crushed by Christ’s return prior to His setting up a millennial kingdom, as the
dispensationalist believes.  It refers to the kingdom He brought when He came the first time.  

5.  Consider Daniel 7.  
a.  The four beasts represent the same four kingdoms, the last one being Rome, represented by a beast with iron

teeth and ten horns, which represent the same ten kings of the toes.  
b.  In verses 13-14, Daniel writes of this same kingdom:  “I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the

clouds of heaven one like the Son of man was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of Days and was presented
before Him.  And to Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations, and men of
every language might serve Him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and His
kingdom is one which will not be destroyed.”  

c.  This refers to Christ’s ascension, session, and His coronation.  
d.  Notice again the extent of His rule:  “all the peoples, nations, and men of every language might serve Him.”  
e.  Notice again the duration of His rule:  “His dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His kingdom is one which will

not be destroyed.”  This isn’t referring to an earthly 1000 year millennium.  
f.  The stone, which shattered the feet of the statue causing it to topple, becomes a great mountain which fills the

whole earth.  
g.  It eventually includes every nation.  All will serve Him.  
h.  And it will never be destroyed.  
i.  This is what Christ came into the world to do:  to bring in this kingdom, the kingdom of God.  

III.  Application:  Now why is this important?  
A.  I want us to consider the confidence we should have as Christians.  

1.  Through faith in Christ, we are member of this kingdom.  
2.  We have a King who is fighting and will conquer all His and our enemies.  
3.  His kingdom will fill the whole earth, will bring everlasting righteousness and will last forever.  
4.  It is the final world kingdom.  
5.  And we are a part of it, through Christ.  

B.  This should encourage us like nothing else.  
1.  When we, or our loved ones, die in Christ, He will take us home.  

a.  We won’t miss out on anything.  
b.  We will be with God, Christ, and the saints in heaven.  
c.  We will be part of the eternal kingdom.  

2.  The evil we see in the world won’t continue forever:  
a.  Recall of Governor, ordination of homosexual bishop, terrorism, war with Iraq, etc.  
b.  God’s kingdom is putting an end to it.  
c.  He is subjecting them under Christ’s feet (1 Cor. 15:25, “For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under

His feet.”).  

3.  The struggle we have with our own sins will end – our lusts, our bitterness and hatred, even our unbelief/weakness of
faith.  

C.  Christ’s kingdom has come.  
1.  He is the King of kings and the Lord of lords (Rev. 17:14).  
2.  Everything has been entrusted into His hands (Matt. 28:18).  
3.  He rules over the kingdoms of the world.  
4.  He has been subduing the earth for nearly 2000 years.  
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5.  One day it will all be subjected to Him.  

D.  And so let’s be encouraged that our labor will not be in vain in the Lord.  
1.  Pray for His kingdom to come, His will to be done, His name to be honored.  
2.  Give to promote the work of the kingdom.  
3.  Witness to others of the rule of Christ.  
4.  Worship the risen King.  
5.  Nothing you do for Him will ever be lost, but reserved in heaven for you.  
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