
“God, the Holy Spirit” 
(Ephesians 5:18) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, I want us to consider the Holy Spirit:  who He is, what He is like, 
what He does.   
a.  We often talk about Him.   

(i)  That we need Him to save us, to apply Christ to us, to cause us to be born 
again.   

(ii)  That He gives us love:  makes us love God, His Word, Law, ordinances, 
worship, people.   

(iii)  That we need to be filled with Him.   
 
b.  But do we understand who He really is.   

(i)  We may often be tempted to think of Him as a force, a power.   
(a)  JWs consider Him to be the power of God, impersonal, the means by 

which God acts.   
(b)  Perhaps we don’t believe this, but do we sometimes act as though He 

is?   
 
(ii)  Many more radical Pentecostal types so overemphasize Him and certain 

characteristics of His, that He is again misrepresented.   
(a)  They seem to think He is the One we appeal to for gifts, healings, 

spiritual experiences, wealth and fame.   
(b)  He exists to fulfill our whims, our desires, to enhance our lives, what 

we want to do.   
(c)  As a result, they focus most of their attention on Him and not on 

Christ, not on the Father.   
(d)  The Bible says His job is to focus our thoughts and hearts on Christ.   
 

(iii)  What do we think of Him?  What should we think of Him?   
 

2.  The Holy Spirit is someone we should know, as we know the Father and the 
Son.   
a.  He is fully God:  He shares all the attributes of God.   
b.  He is to be glorified and worshiped with the Father and the Son.   
c.  And like the Father and Son, He has a role to play in our redemption:  He has 

been given to us to apply Christ to us, to work the divine nature in our souls 
and to guide us into all righteousness.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, Paul focuses our attention on the work of the Spirit.   
a.  He tells us to imitate God, walk in love as Christ did (5:1-2).   
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b.  He warns against living in any sin as those in the world (vv. 3-10).   
c.  Instead of participating in them, we should expose them as evil (vv. 11-14).   
d.  We are not to be foolish but wise, use our time wisely, understand what 

God’s will is (vv. 15-17).   
e.  To enable us to do this, Paul commands that we are to be filled with the Spirit 

(v. 18).   
 

2.  As we consider this commandment, I want us to look at three things, one this 
morning and the other two this evening:   
a.  First, consider who this One is we are to be filled with.   
b.  Second, consider what it means to be filled with the Spirit.   
c.  And third, consider how we are to be filled with the Spirit.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider who this One is we are to be filled with.   
1.  He is fully God.   

a.  He is a person.   
(i)  His name.   

(a)  The word spirit, breath, wind – translations of pneuma – are all 
impersonal words in our vocabulary.   

(b)  In the Greek, the word is neuter in gender.   
(c)  This can make us tend to think He is something less than personal.   
 

(ii)  But He is personal.   
(a)  What is a person?   

(1)  One who is aware of His existence.   
(2)  One who is conscious, who thinks.   
(3)  One who makes decisions.   
(4)  One who feels, has desires/affections.   
(5)  Does the Spirit have these?   
 

(b)  He is a person.   
(1)  First, personal pronouns are used of Him in the Bible, though 

grammatically we would expect neuter pronouns, “But when He 
(ekeinos), the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the 
truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative (from Himself 
[eautou]), but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will 
disclose to you what is to come” (John 16:13).   
(A)  He is personal.   
(B)  He comes and goes.   
(C)  He is characterized as truthful.   
(D)  He guides into truth (ethical).   
(E)  He speaks.   
(F)  He serves – doesn’t speak on own initiative.   
(G)  He hears.   
(H)  He instructs.   
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(2)  He makes decisions, “Now there were at Antioch, in the church 

that was there, prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who 
was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen who had been 
brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.  While they were 
ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart 
for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called 
them’” (Acts 13:1-2).   

 
(3)  He can be grieved, “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by 

whom you were sealed for the day of redemption” (Eph. 4:30).   
(A)  Sin/disobedience/strife grieves Him.   
(B)  The reason is He is holy; He loves holiness and hates sin.   
 

(4)  He can be resisted, “You men who are stiff-necked and 
uncircumcised in heart and ears are always resisting the Holy Spirit; 
you are doing just as your fathers did” (Acts 7:51).   

(5)  He can be insulted, “How much severer punishment do you think 
he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and 
has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was 
sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace?” (Hebrews 10:29).   

(6)  He can be sinned against, “Therefore I say to you, any sin and 
blasphemy shall be forgiven people, but blasphemy against the 
Spirit shall not be forgiven.  Whoever speaks a word against the Son 
of Man, it shall be forgiven him; but whoever speaks against the 
Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the 
age to come” (Matt. 12:31-32).   

(7)  He is a person, not impersonal, which means we must relate to Him 
as a person.   

 
b.  But we must also relate to Him as a divine person.   

(i)  We mustn’t forget that He is God, the Spirit.   
(ii)  Of course, the Spirit also shares all the attributes of God.   

(a)  He creates:  “The earth was formless and void, and darkness was over 
the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the 
surface of the waters” (Gen. 1:2).   

(b)  He is omniscient:  “For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for 
the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.  For who among 
men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which is 
in him?  Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of 
God” (1 Cor. 2:10-11).   

(c)  He is named with the Father and Son in expressions showing equality:   
(1)  “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit” (Matt. 
28:19).   
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(2)  “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all” (2 Cor. 13:14).   

 
(iii)  Lying to the Spirit is lying to God, “But Peter said, ‘Ananias, why has 

Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back some of 
the price of the land?   While it remained unsold, did it not remain your 
own?  And after it was sold, was it not under your control?  Why is it that 
you have conceived this deed in your heart?  You have not lied to men but 
to God” (Acts 5:3-4).   

(iv)  This is why He is to be worshiped as God.   
(a)  He isn’t necessarily singled out for worship in the Bible by name.   
(b)  But since He is God, and God is to be worshiped, He is also to be 

worshiped.   
(c)  “How doth it appear that the Son and the Holy Ghost are God equal 

with the Father?  A. The scriptures manifest that the Son and the Holy 
Ghost are God equal with the Father, ascribing unto them such names, 
attributes, works, and worship, as are proper to God only” (WLC 11).   

 
2.  His work is to apply Christ to His people.   

a.  The Son and Spirit took subordinate roles in redemption.   
(i)  Sometimes it seems as though there is subordination in the Godhead.   
(ii)  But this refers to their roles in salvation.   

(a)  The Son agreed to become a man to guarantee our salvation.   
(1)  The covenant of Redemption.   
(2)  As a man, He had the limitations of man.   
(3)  When He speaks from this nature, He appears to be less than God.   

 
(b)  The Spirit also agreed to become a servant in this covenant.   

 
b.  It is the Spirit’s work to apply Christ to His elect.   

(i)  To unite us to Christ.   
(ii)  To regenerate us.   
(iii)  To indwell us.   
(iv)  To produce particular fruits in us.   
(v)  Overall to make us like Jesus.   
(vi)  We’re going to consider this a bit more this evening.   
(vii)  But for now, let’s focus on the fact that the Spirit is a divine person, 

One we should worship and glorify as God, because He is God.   


