
 

“God’s Promise to Abram” 
(Genesis 12:1-9) 

 
 
 

 When Jesus washed the feet of His disciples before the last Supper, some believe that He 
was not just giving them an example of servanthood -- that we should also stoop to wash one 
another’s feet, or that we should serve one another -- but that He was also giving us a picture of 
what happens to us as we live in this world.  The world is like a dirty street.  It’s full of sin.  And 
everyone who lives and walks in this world is covered with the filth of this sin.  When a person 
comes to Christ, his clothes are cleaned off, so that they become spotless and white.  But since he 
must still live and walk in this world, his feet soon become dirty again because of his sin, and 
need to be washed; and the dirtier the place where he lives is, the more liable his feet are to 
become soiled and the more often he needs to have them washed.  This is the way it is for us, and 
since it is, the Lord tells us, as He tells all of His people, stay away from the world.  Stay away 
from those things that will make you dirty.  Stay away from those things that will draw you into 
the world.  “Come out from among them and be separate” (2 Cor. 6:17).  This is good advice.  
But more than that, it is the Lord’s command.  He is wiser than we are.  He knows our 
weaknesses.  He knows what will bring about our downfall, unless we keep ourselves away from 
it.   
 The same thing was true of the church in the Old Testament.  They were also liable to fall 
into sin, perhaps more than we are, since they didn’t have as much of God’s Spirit.  If Adam and 
Eve fell in the paradise of God, what chance does anyone else have of standing on their own?  
None.  Remember that after they were redeemed, and the Lord set the line of Seth apart to be His 
children, it wasn’t long before the Lord had to destroy the world because the godly line was 
marrying into the ungodly line.  Noah was the only righteous man left on earth.  And after the 
Flood, it wasn’t long before the godly line was again in danger of being destroyed, this time by 
their relatives who had begun to worship idols at the tower of Babel.  Even after the Lord 
miraculously preserved His people by changing the words they spoke, the danger still wasn’t 
over.  Last week we saw how the godly line itself had taken up the worship of idols in Ur, and 
then in Haran.  As long as the church is on earth, this danger will always be there.  Tonight, we 
will see the Lord again separate the godly line from among the wicked in order to keep them 
pure, and so that His work of redemption might continue on.  As we consider this, let’s 
remember that our usefulness to the Lord in advancing His kingdom, which is the continuing 
work of redemption, will also largely depend on our keeping ourselves separate from the world 
as well.   
 Now what exactly was the world like at the time of Abram?  As we saw before, it was 
overrun with idolatry.  The false worship that appears to have begun at least formally at Babel 
continued to spread.  At the time of Abram, it had spread to the port city of Ur, which was one of 
the two cities dedicated to the worship of the moon-god, Sin.  All of mankind seems to have 
fallen into it, including the members of the covenant family, the household of God.  Joshua, 
when he was exhorting God’s people to serve the Lord and to put away their idols, even at the 
time the Conquest of Canaan was nearly finished (at least as much as they were able to do), 
[Joshua] pointed out that idolatry was their fathers’ problem before the Lord called out Abram.  
He said, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘From ancient times your fathers lived beyond 
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the River, namely, Terah, the father of Abraham and the father of Nahor, and they served other 
gods.  Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the River, and led him through all the land 
of Canaan, and multiplied his descendants and gave him Isaac’” (Josh. 24:2-3).  God saw that it 
was necessary, in order to preserve the true religion, to separate the family He was going to deal 
graciously with from the rest of the world.  If He didn’t, humanly speaking, the church might fall 
entirely away into apostasy.  It might be swallowed up by the world.  And so for the second time, 
God said to Abram, “Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from your father’s 
house, to the land which I will show you” (Gen. 15:1).   
 Now the fact that God wanted to separate His people from the rest of the world wasn’t 
new.  This is exactly what He did in the days of Noah.  God separated Noah and his family and 
preserved them -- and in them, the true religion --, by sending a flood that washed away the 
whole earth and all its inhabitants, except for those on the ark.  This wasn’t new, but the way in 
which the Lord was now doing it was.  God had promised that He would never again destroy the 
world with a Flood.  He also promised that He would preserve the earth until the consummation 
of all things, so He couldn’t send another flood to protect His people as He had done before.  
Instead, He moved them from Chaldea to Canaan.  (It’s interesting to note that this move took 
place around 2000 B. C., right about in the very middle of the time between the Creation [which 
was about 4000 B. C.], and the coming of the Messiah [with His birth being around 3 B. C.]).  It 
was the now Lord’s intention to give this family more light, a greater revelation of His plan, in 
types, in prophecies and in the written Word, to prepare them for the coming of the promised 
Seed of the woman.  If the Lord allowed them to stay where they were, and if they had again 
intermarried with the people as the godly line did at first, the church would again be in danger of 
being destroyed.   
 This calling of Abram can almost be looked at as a new foundation for the church.  
Abram is often looked at in Scripture as the father of the church, the father of all those who 
believe (Rom. 4:16).  The covenant God made with Abram is the root from which the olive tree 
of Romans 11 would grow, the tree which would include all the faithful, from both Jews and 
Gentiles.  Now this is true, not because there was anything special about Abram.  He was a 
sinner like the rest of us.  He was probably engaged just as much in idolatry as his father Terah.  
But it’s only true because the Lord chose him and called him to be the one through whom Jesus 
Christ would come, the One who gives life to the tree.  This tree is still flourishing, and its 
branches are still growing and spreading its branches over all the earth.  And even though 
sometimes it appears to have some major setbacks, we know that one day it will fill the whole 
earth, and at the consummation, will be transplanted from this world to the paradise of God by 
the Lord.  It’s important then that we be a part of this tree through faith in Christ, if we are to be 
saved.   
 This appears to be now the third time that the covenant of grace is renewed.  The first 
time was when it was revealed after the Fall of Adam and Eve, in the sacrifices made to cover 
their nakedness and in the promised seed of the woman who would crush the head of the serpent 
who had just brought about their fall.  The second was with Noah and his family soon after the 
flood, when God gave them a new grant of the heavens and the earth and promised them that He 
would never again destroy the earth with a flood.  This is now the third time.  God now reveals 
that the family line through whom Messiah will come is Abram’s.  He tells him that all the 
families of the earth will be blessed in him, which was the clearest indication at that time that 
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God would eventually call the Gentiles.  God had already indicated this as far back as the 
blessings and curses that Noah pronounced on his children, especially in the blessing he gave to 
Japheth, that He would “enlarge Japheth, and let him dwell in the tents of Shem” (Gen. 9:27) the 
one through whom the Messiah would come.  But now the Lord tells Abram very clearly that this 
would be the case.   
 Now what exactly are the blessings that God promised to Abram?  First, He said, “I will 
make you a great nation” (Gen. 12:2).  The Lord fulfilled this both by giving Abram a numerous 
physical seed (the whole Jewish race), and a numerous spiritual seed (everyone who is of faith is 
a child of Abraham [Gal. 3:7]).  Second, the Lord said He would bless Abram, and certainly his 
life was blessed.  Not only did he become very rich and powerful, but he was also the one 
through whom the Messiah was to come, which was a very great honor.  Third, the Lord said He 
would make his name great, which He did by making Abram a great prince in his own day, as 
well as the father of all the faithful to this day.  Fourth, He said that He would make Abram a 
blessing, which he is, not only as an example and an encouragement to us of one who lived the 
life of faith (as the author to the Hebrews tells us), not only as the one who received and carried 
on the true religion, but also as the physical father of the Messiah, the One who would fulfill the 
true religion and through whom all the nations would be blessed, including us.  Fifth, the Lord 
said He would bless those who bless him and the one who cursed him, He would curse.  When a 
king made a treaty with another king, the enemies and friends of the one would become the 
enemies and friends of the other.  The Lord was entering into this kind of relationship with 
Abram, which was a great blessing.  And then finally, through him all the families of the earth 
would be blessed, which is obviously the promise that the Messiah, who would be one of 
Abram’s children, would bring life, not only to the family from which He came, but also to the 
whole world:  to both Jews and Gentiles.  This covenant made with Abram is so essential to the 
rest of the work that God does from this point on, that it is repeated and renewed several times in 
the life of Abram, Isaac and Jacob (13:14; 15:5, 6; 22:16-18; 26:3-5; 27:28-29; 28:3-4; 13-14).  
To this point, it is the clearest revelation of the Covenant of Grace, the same covenant by which 
we are saved.   
 The Lord commanded Abram to separate himself from his country and relatives and 
father’s house, to separate himself from all the peoples, to go to the land which He would show 
him.  This wasn’t to be a short term separation, but one which would last for the next 2000 years, 
until Jesus came, at which time the Lord would send His people out to gather the nations 
together.  The Lord didn’t even tell Abram where he was going, but he obeyed anyway.  The 
author to the Hebrews said, “By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a 
place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was 
going” (11:8).  It is a true test of obedience when we obey without knowing why, or go out not 
knowing where.  The fact that God says it should be enough for us.   
 And so Abram left, as the Lord commanded, and went to Canaan.  And Lot went with 
him, probably because Lot was an orphan, since his father, Haran, Abram’s brother, died in Ur.  
And when he arrived there the Lord gave him another promise that He would give that land to 
his descendents (v. 7).  This was fulfilled literally, since the Lord did give it to the children of 
Israel in the Conquest, and spiritually, in that Canaan was a type or picture of the new heavens 
and the new earth that the Lord would one day give to His people.  Abram never possessed that 
land, at least not literally, but his children did.  This was a promise to his descendents.  But let’s 



4 

 

not forget the reason why the Lord gave it to him:  because of its strategic location.  It was here 
that God would plant the true religion.  It was here that He would cause it to mature until Christ 
came.  And it was from here that He would send out His missionaries to gather the nations 
together again through the Gospel.  After Abram arrived there and the Lord made him this 
promise, the first thing he did was to build an altar to the Lord.  He did this at Shechem, and then 
between Bethel and Ai, as he continued to travel toward the south.  This was the establishment of 
the true religion in the Land of Promise by faith, as he looked toward the fulfillment of this 
promise to his children in the future.   
 In closing, I would again remind you of the lesson we see in the life of Abram:  that 
Christianity and the world do not mix.  The Lord had to separate His people from the world 
several times in the Old Testament, as well as command them to remain separate, as He tells us 
today that we must continue to do.  Whenever we mix the world with Christianity, we destroy it.  
Whenever our love for the Lord is mixed with love for the world in our hearts, it has the same 
effect.  The Lord wants us to keep His religion pure.  He also wants us to keep our hearts pure.  
He said to the Corinthians through the apostle Paul, “Do not be bound together with unbelievers; 
for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with 
darkness?  Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an 
unbeliever?  Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols?  For we are the temple of the 
living God; just as God said, ‘I will dwell in them and walk among them; and I will be their God, 
and they shall be My people.  Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate,’ says the 
Lord.  ‘And do not touch what is unclean; and I will welcome you.  And I will be a father to you, 
and you shall be sons and daughters to Me,’ says the Lord Almighty” (2 Cor. 6:14-18).  The 
Lord separated Abram even from his relatives, so that He might preserve the true religion and 
carry on the work of redemption.  May the Lord help us to preserve it in our hearts, even though 
we live in the midst of an increasingly wicked world, so that we might continue to advance that 
same kingdom today.  Amen.   


