
“God’s Promise Has Not Failed” 
(Romans 9:6-13) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Review.   

1.  In verses 1-5, Paul showed us something of his heart concerning Israel.   
a.  They were, after all, his people, his kinsmen according to the flesh.   
b.  More importantly, they were also God’s people.   
 

2.  God had given them so many advantages:   
a.  They were His children by covenant.   
b.  His presence was with them in a very special way.   
c.  He had made His gracious covenants with them.   
d.  He had taught them the difference between good and evil, between right and 

wrong, through His Law.   
e.  He had given them the priesthood, the ceremonial law; they knew how to worship 

Him, and God accepted that worship at that time, as they offered it to Him in 
faith.   

f.  He had given them many precious and gracious promises, pointing to the Messiah 
and salvation in Him.   

g.  They were the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, at least according to the 
flesh.   

h.  The Lord raised up His Messiah, His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, from their 
family.   

i.  They had all these advantages, while everyone else in the world was worshipping 
rocks and trees and dying and falling into hell.   

j.  But with all these things, they still failed to receive what God had promised.   
 
B.  This leads Paul to ask the next very logical question:  Has God failed to keep His 

promise?   
1.  Very few Jews were actually saved.  Does this mean that God wasn’t faithful to His 

Word?  To these Jews in Rome, it might appear that way.   
2.  If God had promised to save every one of His covenant people, then yes, He would 

have broken His promise.  But He never promised this.   
a.  This is Paul’s point:  God never promised to save all the physical offspring of 

Abraham – the children of flesh – but all of Abraham’s spiritual offspring – the 
children of the promise.   

b.  Understanding this will help us to avoid the error of the Dispensationalist on the 
one hand who says that all national Israel – the children of the flesh – must be 
saved at some point, because God has promised this.   

c.  And it will help us to avoid on the other the error of those who believe that every 
child born into a covenant household is elect and will eventually be saved.   

d.  God never promised to save someone merely because they were born into a 
certain family line.  He has only promised to save His chosen people.  And His 
promise has not failed.   
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II.  Sermon.   
A.  Paul shows us that this is true through three examples:  that of Jacob’s children and 

Abraham’s children in general, and Isaac and Rebekah’s children in particular.   
1.  First, he uses the example of Jacob’s children, “For they are not all Israel who are 

descended from Israel” (v. 6).   
a.  Israel is used in different senses in the Bible.   

(i)  It can refer to Jacob:  the angel said to him, “Your name shall no longer be 
Jacob, but Israel; for you have striven with God and with men and have 
prevailed” (Gen. 32:28).   

(ii)  It can refer to the children of Jacob:  Israelites, or the nation of Israel.   
(iii)  But it can also refer to the spiritual offspring:  the elect, the children of 

promise, the true Israel.   
 

b.  Here, it is used in the first and third senses:  for they are not all the true/spiritual 
Israel – the elect, the children of promise – who are descended from Israel/Jacob.   

c.  In other words, they are not children of promise because they are children of the 
flesh.   

 
2.  In the case of Abraham, all of his children were also not considered to be the true 

children.  “Neither are they all children because they are Abraham's descendants” (v. 
7).   
a.  Only Isaac was considered to be a child in this sense, not Ishmael:  “Through 

Isaac your descendants will be named” (v. 7).   
b.  Isaac was given in fulfillment of God’s promise:  “At this time I will come, and 

Sarah shall have a son” (v. 9).   
c.  Ishmael was a product of Abraham’s flesh.   
d.  The other children Abraham had through Keturah, his second wife, were also not 

considered a part of the fulfillment of this promise either (Gen. 25:1-4).   
 

3.  Finally, he points to the children of Isaac and Rebekah.   
a.  Now if there was ever a situation where the principle could be proved that birth in 

a covenant household guaranteed salvation, this would be it.   
b.  Both children were born of the same parents, at the same time, raised in the same 

household, according to the same standards and in the same way, and yet there 
was a difference:  Jacob was saved, Esau was not.   

c.  What made the difference?  Was it what they did?  No.  It was God’s choice, His 
promise.   

d.  “And not only this, but there was Rebekah also, when she had conceived twins by 
one man, our father Isaac; for though the twins were not yet born, and had not 
done anything good or bad, in order that God's purpose according to His choice 
might stand, not because of works, but because of Him who calls, it was said to 
her, ‘The older will serve the younger.’  Just as it is written, ‘Jacob I loved, but 
Esau I hated’” (vv. 10-13).   

 
B.  The point is that salvation has to do with election, not family relations.   

1.  “For they are not all Israel who are descended from Israel; neither are they all 
children because they are Abraham's descendants” (vv. 6-7).   
a.  God didn’t promise to save every child of Abraham or Jacob.   
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b.  He promised to save His chosen ones, His elect.   
c.  It is not the family one is born into that ultimately makes the difference.   
d.  Rather, it is God’s choice.   
e.  “It is not the children of the flesh who are children of God, but the children of the 

promise are regarded as descendants” (v. 8).   
 

2.  The bottom line is that God’s promise to Israel has not failed.   
a.  He will say later in this chapter, “Though the number of the sons of Israel be as 

the sand of the sea, it is the remnant that will be saved” (v. 27).   
b.  The Lord has done what He promised, He always has and He always will, 

because He is faithful to His Word.   
 

III.  Application.  This shows us three things:   
A.  First, not every Jew is going to be saved at any point in time.   

1.  Many Dispensationalists believe that God has promised that one day He will save 
every living Jew, probably during the Tribulation, when, in their view, God will turn 
again to the Jews.   

2.  They believe that this is what Paul means in Romans 11:26, when he says, “And thus 
all Israel will be saved.”   

3.  But, as we’ve already seen, Israel does not always refer to the children of Jacob 
according to the flesh; it also can refer to God’s elect people, the children of the 
promise.  God has promised to save His chosen ones and no one else.   

 
B.  Second, this also shows us that just because a child is born in a covenant household, 

that doesn’t mean that he or she is elect or will necessarily be saved.   
1.  Salvation has to do with God’s election, not with family ties.   
2.  Thankfully, the Lord has been pleased to place many of His elect children in 

believing households so that they might hear His truth, and we need to be faithful to 
teach them that truth.   

3.  But ultimately, their salvation is rooted in the eternal decree of God.   
a.  If they’re not saved, God’s promise hasn’t failed; neither have you failed.   
b.  In such cases, God has passed them over in showing them His mercy.  He is 

sovereign.   
c.  But since we don’t know what He has decreed, all He calls us to do is to teach 

them His truth and pray for them and point them to Christ daily.   
d.  May God give us the strength to persevere in this.   
 

C.  Finally, we can take confidence in the fact that nothing God has promised will ever fail.   
1.  It’s true that if God has not chosen someone, that person will never savingly believe.   
2.  But it’s also true that if He has chosen someone, nothing in heaven or earth will 

prevent them from being saved.   
3.  God’s plan is best.  You know it is because He is infinitely wise.   
4.  So in this, as well as in all things, let us learn to put our hands to our mouths and say, 

“Your will be done.”  Amen.   


