
 

“God’s Love Was So Great, He Gave His Son” 
(John 3:16) 

 
 
 

 It’s Christmas time, the time of the year when more presents are given and received than 
any other time of the year.  Undoubtedly, most, if not all of you, have bought presents for your 
family members, and some of you for your friends, and you are all set for Christmas Day, at least 
you hope you are, except, perhaps, for a few last minute preparations.  You know sometimes, in 
the middle of all of our busyness, we tend to forget why we put ourselves through all this work, 
and why we give so many gifts.  Oh, I’m sure that some of you have thought about it.  But 
maybe some of you haven’t.  Why do we do this?  The answer is because of the joy it brings, and 
because of the pleasure we feel in giving.  Some of us, to be sure, may be giving presents 
because we feel obligated to do so -- at least in some cases.  Maybe you have friends or relatives 
who buy you gifts each year, and you feel obligated to return the favor.  Others give because of 
what they hope to receive back.  But this isn’t why we should give.  We should give because we 
want to.  We should give because we care.  We should give because we love.  This is what love 
does -- it makes you want to give.   
 In our passage this morning, we read about someone who cared, someone who loved so 
much that He gave something infinitely precious, not only precious in itself, but precious also to 
Him.  It has been said that love may be measured by what it gives.  If we love much, we will 
give much; but if we love little, we will give only a little, according to what we have.  If that is 
the case, how much must that One love who gives something infinitely precious, something that 
is beyond value?  His love must be great, great than we can know.  This is what God’s love is 
like.  The Bible says that He loved His own so much, that even while they were still a part of this 
present evil world, He gave His Son for them, that He might have them as His sons and 
daughters forever.  His gave His Son for you, if you are a Christian here this morning.   
 Now from our passage in John, let’s first consider who this One is who loved.  The Bible 
says that it is God who loved.  Now this isn’t the god that most people believe in today, the god 
who has so many different faces, the supreme being of every religion, the hub of the wheel that 
all paths of religion lead to.  No.  This God is the biblical God, the only true God, the One who 
has been alive and will continue to live forever, the One who has no limits, the One who never 
changes, the One who has limitless power and knowledge, who is everywhere at once, and who 
has revealed Himself to us as three persons:  the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  He is unique, one 
of a kind.  He is the One who loved.  He is the One who gave.  We need to make sure that we 
understand who He is, if we are ever to receive the gift that He gave.   
 But second, who has this God loved?  Jesus says it is the world, “For God so loved the 
world.”  Now why did Jesus want to point this out?  After all, who else was there to love, but 
those of the world?  Well, God could have loved the angels, and He could have given to them.  
After all, man isn’t the only one who sinned.  The Bible says that many of the angels also fell 
away from God, and when they did, they were cast down into hell. Certainly they could have 
benefited from God’s gift.  But God decided not to love these angels, nor to give to them.  He 
instead decided to give to the world of men, and not even a world of perfect men, but a world of 
sinners, to those who had broken His Law.  The Bible tells us that everyone who has ever been 
born into this world has sinned against God.  All of us who are here this morning have done so.  
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We sinned first in Adam, when he failed to obey God in the garden, and we have sinned many 
times since, by breaking His Commandments.  The amazing thing is that God gave to sinners.  
This is especially remarkable, considering what God is like.  He is absolutely spotless and pure.  
He hates sin and will not stand for it in His presence even for a moment.  If this is the case, what 
would a God like that want to do with sinners like us?  What could there possibly be in us that 
would attract Him?  Absolutely nothing.  There is nothing in us or anyone else that could ever 
have moved God to give to us.  Why did He give to us then?  It was simply because of His love 
and nothing else.  He is just so full of love, that He wanted to show that love, and that is what He 
did.   
 But what did God do to show His love?  He gave that which was most precious to Him:  
His only-begotten Son; He gave us Jesus.  And again, this is not the Jesus that most of the world 
believes in.  He was not just a prophet, or just a good man.  He is the second person of the Triune 
God, the One begotten by the Father from all eternity.  He is the One the Father sent into this 
world, who willingly joined Himself with a human nature, who was conceived in the womb of 
the Virgin Mary by the power of His Holy Spirit, and was born in a cattle stall.  He is the eternal 
God who became a man, without ceasing to be God.  And because He is God in human flesh, this 
makes Him more precious than anything in all Creation.  Jesus said, “For God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only-begotten Son.”  He was talking about Himself here.  He is the only-
begotten Son of God.  He is the One the Father loves more than anyone else, the One who is 
infinitely precious to Him.  Now if God was willing to give the One He loved more than anyone 
else for this world, a world that was at war with Him, how great must His love be?  It is much 
greater than we realize.   
 But how many people are there in this world who think about the birth of this babe every 
year at Christmas and yet still have no idea of how great God’s love is?  There are many.  And 
why is this?  As I said before, on the one hand, it’s because they don’t understand how precious 
Jesus is, because they don’t know who He is.  But on the other, it’s because they don’t 
understand how much they need Him.  They really don’t think that they’re that bad.  They 
believe that they haven’t done nearly as much wrong as others.  They think that if God were to 
put their good deeds on one side of His scale and their bad on the other, that their good deeds 
would outweigh their bad.  They believe that on this basis, God will accept them into heaven 
when they die.  But the Bible says that apart from Jesus, He won’t.  Even one sin will condemn 
us on the day of judgment, unless it is washed away in Christ.  But we have far more than one.  
Jesus says, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish,” which means that if you, or anyone else, don’t believe in 
Him, you will perish forever in hell.  But you might say, “Perish?  Why should I perish?  What 
have I done that’s so bad?”  As we’ve seen, the Bible says you have done a lot.  We all have.  
We have all sinned in Adam.  God gave him as our representative, and he failed.  When God 
looks at us, He sees Adam’s sin clinging to us.  But we mustn’t forget that we have also sinned 
many many more times ourselves.  And all of our sins have been against an infinitely holy God, 
a God who is just, a God who cannot overlook sin, but will punish every violation of His holy 
Law.  God says the wages of sin is death.  The soul that sins shall surely die.  And every single 
one of us here this morning, as well as everyone outside these walls, even everyone who has ever 
lived, except for Jesus Himself, have earned these wages.  We all deserve to die, to die eternally.  
And we all would have perished, if God had not sent His Son.  But He did send Him, and 
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because He has, through Jesus, there is the hope that we can escape God’s judgment.  Jesus kept 
the Law the way a person needs to to get into heaven:  perfectly.  Jesus willingly laid down His 
life on the cross to wash away the guilt and stain of sin.  Jesus has done everything that is 
necessary to save any man, woman or child.  And this is what He offers to give you this morning 
as a free gift.   
 But this gift isn’t for everyone.  Yes, it is offered to everyone, but not everyone will 
receive it.  Jesus says that there is something that we must do if we are ever to have it:  We must 
believe.  “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.”  We must believe, which means we must be 
willing to turn from all of our sins -- all the things we do that are wrong, as well as all the things 
we don’t do that are right -- and to trust in Jesus and in His perfect righteousness to save us.  If 
we do, God will take away all of our sins.  If we do, He will give to us the perfect obedience of 
Christ.  He will adopt us into His family, and make us His sons and daughters and heirs of the 
eternal kingdom of His Son, and He will give us eternal life.  This is what He will give you, if 
you will only believe.  But you must take hold of Christ by faith.  If you have never done so, I 
would urge you to do so this morning.  Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved.   
 But in closing, I would like to apply this passage to one other area.  The Bible says that 
God so loved the world that He gave.  His love was so great that it moved Him to give to poor 
sinners such as we.  But it also says that those who are born again from above will have this 
same love in their hearts and will love the same way God loves.  Is this true of you?  Is His love 
in your heart?  And if so, is that love strong or weak?  I would encourage you to examine your 
heart and see.  Do you love the Father and His Son Jesus Christ to the point where you are 
willing to give them the worship and obedience that they require of you?  Do you love your 
neighbor to the point where you are willing to minister to their needs?  When you see someone in 
need -- whether that someone is a family member, a brother or sister in Christ, a friend, or an 
enemy --, does your heart move you to help them?  When someone is in need of counsel or 
advice, do you take the time to talk to them?  When you see a brother or sister in sin, do you 
admonish or rebuke them?  When someone sins against you, do you forgive them and long to be 
reconciled to them?  Do you overlook the many faults of your brothers and sisters and their 
lesser sins against you and show kindness to them, even if they never show kindness to you?  If 
so, then your heart is where it needs to be.  God’s Spirit of love richly dwells in you.  But if your 
love for God is weak, if you are reluctant to worship and obey Him, if you are unwilling to meet 
the needs of your neighbors and brethren, or to take the time to counsel or admonish them, if you 
are unwilling to forgive them and are unkind to them, this shows that your heart is not right.  If 
this is the condition that you are in, you need to ask God for His forgiveness and His strength to 
love and give as He loved and gave.  You will not be able to do it apart from His help.   
 At this time of the year, as we are again reminded of the love that God gave to us, let’s 
remember that He wants the same kind of love to dwell richly in our hearts.  Let’s purpose then, 
by His grace which is in Christ, to love in this way.  This will show the Lord that we really love 
Him and the world that He really lives in us.  Amen.   


