
“The Triumph of God’s Kingdom” 

(Daniel 2:44) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.  This morning, we’re breaking ground on the next time frame in 

redemptive history:  From the Captivity to the Coming of Christ, which includes 

the exile, the return, and over four hundred years from the return to the coming of 

Christ.   

1.  We left off last time considering how the Lord raised up prophets who would 

not only prophesy, but write down their prophecies so that those just prior to the 

exile and those during the exile would have this revelation of the Gospel to look 

to, to encourage them in their dark hour, and to keep before their eyes the 

reminder that if they would just trust in the Lord and His Messiah, everything 

would be alright.   

2.  Now the Lord was ready to remove them from their land for the covenant 

breaking of the majority, but again, this was that He might prepare the way for 

His Son.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  The way we’ll break ground is by doing a broad overview of this whole time 

frame, and this is what we’ll see:   

a.  This time frame is distinguished by the fact that a majority of its history isn’t 

recorded in Scripture, but it is prophesied.   

b.  This period is also distinguished by three revolutions that take place in three 

world dominions prior to the coming of Christ’s kingdom, which puts an end 

to them all.   

c.  Finally, this period is not unusual in the fact that through these three political 

empires that are overturned, the Lord preserves His church.   

 

2.  Let’s consider again the truth that no matter what our three enemies – the world, 

the devil, and the flesh – will do, they cannot stop God’s plan from advancing.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First let’s consider that by far the majority of the history that takes place in this 

time frame is not recorded, but is prophesied, in Scripture.   

1.  The amount of time we’re looking at is about 636 years, with only about 186 of 

those years recorded.   

a.  The first of three deportations to Babylon takes place in about 606 B.C.   

b.  The 70 years of Exile are over in about 536 B.C. with the decree of Cyrus to 

allow some of the exiles to return and rebuild the Temple.   

c.  In about 457, Artaxerxes issues a decree allowing Ezra to return to reestablish 

national polity and law, which paves the way for the rebuilding of the walls 

by Nehemiah in 445.  This decree also begins the forty weeks before 

Messiah’s coming.   
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d.  Then the Scriptural record of this history ends around the 420s B.C., with 

nothing recorded until the announcement of John the Baptist’s conception 

and birth breaks that silence around 3 B.C.  The announcement of Christ’s 

birth takes place about six months later, and His ministry begins about 30 

years later.   

e.  And so there are about 420 years with no historic record, with their being 

about 450 years to the coming of Christ mentioned in Daniel’s seventy 

weeks.   

f.  And yet several important events take place during these years:  It was during 

this time that most of the prophecies of Daniel, Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel, 

against Babylon, Tyre, Egypt and other nations were fulfilled.   

 

2.  Why didn’t the Lord record the history of this time frame as He had in the past?   

a.  It’s not because the events of this period weren’t important, but:   

(i)  God willed that revelation would cease during this time – there would be 

no prophets to record that history – and so the Lord showed His people 

what would happen in advance.    

(ii)  Another reason might be that the Lord intended secular history to record 

these world events.   

(a)  It’s interesting that secular history doesn’t record much of what the 

Bible contains in the five preceding periods.   

(b)  We might say God gives us a record of history where man doesn’t; 

and God doesn’t give us history where He allows man to record it, at 

least when he does with some degree of accuracy.   

 

b.  Whether by recording history or by foretelling what would happen, the Lord 

has shown us what would and has happened.   

c.  And let’s not forget that when He does tell us in advance, He gives us a very 

powerful apologetic for the truth of His Word.   

 

B.  Second, let’s consider that three revolutions take place in three world dominions 

during this time frame prior to coming to an end when Christ’s kingdom was 

established.   

1.  This was a time of world empires – something of which secular history also 

reminds us.   

a.  As the time of Christ’s coming was drawing near, changes were taking place 

on a world order.   

(i)  The greatest revolutions in history, since the Flood, took place during this 

time.   

(ii)  Almost all the nations the Jews were aware of were overturned again and 

again.   

(iii)  As Isaiah writes, “Behold, the LORD lays the earth waste, devastates it, 

distorts its surface and scatters its inhabitants” (24:1).   

 

b.  This began when God’s visible church was taken captive by the king of 

Babylon.  After this, there were three revolutions before Jesus came.   
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(i)  The king of Babylon conquered the world.   

(ii)  Then Cyrus overthrew the Babylonian empire and founded the Persian 

Empire.   

(iii)  Then the Persian Empire was overthrown by Alexander the Great, who 

set up the Grecian Empire.   

(iv)  Then Rome overthrew the Grecian Empire and established the Roman 

Empire.   

(v)  We read about this in Daniel’s prophecy.   

(a)  Nebuchadnezzar’s image of gold, silver, brass, and iron represented 

these kingdoms.   

(b)  This is further revealed in the vision of the four beasts (Daniel 7).   

(c)  The Persian and Grecian empires are represented as the ram and the 

male goat of Daniel 8 and 11.   

 

2.  The reason for these world revolutions was that Messiah’s coming was near:  

one kingdom overturned another to make way for the kingdom of Christ.   

a.   This is very likely what the Lord meant when He said through Ezekiel at the 

time of the Babylonian captivity, “‘And you, O slain, wicked one, the prince 

of Israel, whose day has come, in the time of the punishment of the end,’ thus 

says the Lord GOD, 'Remove the turban and take off the crown; this will no 

longer be the same.  Exalt that which is low and abase that which is high.  A 

ruin, a ruin, a ruin, I will make it.  This also will be no more until He comes 

whose right it is, and I will give it to Him’” (Ezek. 21:25-27).   

b.  The crown was taken away from the sons of David for their sin and given to 

another to rule over them, until that power had been overturned three times, 

then Messiah would come.   

(i)  There would be four world dominions and three revolutions – first 

Babylon, then Persian, Greece and Rome.  Then during the time of Rome, 

Christ would come and the crown would revert back to Him.   

(ii)  The Lord would shake the earth before He set up His kingdom, as He 

says in Haggai, “For thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘Once more in a little 

while, I am going to shake the heavens and the earth, the sea also and the 

dry land.  I will shake all the nations; and they will come with the wealth 

of all nations, and I will fill this house with glory,’ says the LORD of 

hosts” (Hag. 2:6-7).  And again in verses 21-23, “Speak to Zerubbabel 

governor of Judah, saying, ‘I am going to shake the heavens and the earth.  

'I will overthrow the thrones of kingdoms and destroy the power of the 

kingdoms of the nations; and I will overthrow the chariots and their riders, 

and the horses and their riders will go down, everyone by the sword of 

another.  'On that day,’ declares the LORD of hosts, ‘I will take you, 

Zerubbabel, son of Shealtiel, My servant,’ declares the LORD,’ and I will 

make you like a signet ring, for I have chosen you,’ declares the LORD of 

hosts.”   

 

c.  The world would be in travail before Christ would come forth.   
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(i)  It would be embroiled in war and bloodshed to prepare the way for the 

Prince of peace, to show that the world needed such a prince to deliver it 

from its misery.   

(ii)  Three kingdoms would succeed the Babylonian, each more glorious than 

the one proceeding it, until the Lord would set up the most glorious 

kingdom of all.   

(iii)  By allowing Satan’s kingdom to reach its greatest height in these 

kingdoms, the Lord would show the power and glory of His Son in 

overthrowing them all, just as He did when Goliath, in all his glory and 

with all his powerful weapons, was overthrown by David and his sling.   

(iv)  The stone cut without hands destroys the whole image.  “In the days of 

those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be 

destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will 

crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure 

forever” (Dan. 2:44).   

(v)  As the Lord says through Isaiah, “For the LORD of hosts will have a day 

of reckoning against everyone who is proud and lofty and against 

everyone who is lifted up, that he may be abased” (2:12).   

(vi)  Since that time, no nation has been able to achieve what these other 

kingdoms did – world dominion – because there is another King ruling 

over the kingdoms of the world – the man, Christ Jesus, in His mediatorial 

kingship.   

 

C.  Finally, let’s consider God’s gracious preservation of His people throughout these 

three revolutions.   

1.  Notice that throughout this succession of world empires, the church survived, 

even though it wasn’t in that great a state to begin with.   

a.  The Lord had conquered them through these foreign powers and taken them 

into exile.   

b.  And yet during this whole time, through the overturning of three world 

powers, even to the last, the Lord kept His people.   

c.  They were taken into captivity by the Babylonians.  Under Persia, they were 

threatened to be exterminated by Haman.  Under the Greek Empire, they 

were threatened by Antiochus Epiphanes.  Under the Romans, they were 

conquered and subdued.   

d.  It wasn’t until after Christ came and winnowed His church from the Jewish 

church, that He allowed the Romans to execute His judgment on them.   

 

2.  This confirms what we saw in our call to worship:   

a.  “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble” (Ps. 46:1).   

b.  And that’s why “we will not fear, though the earth should change and though 

the mountains slip into the heart of the sea; though its waters roar and foam, 

though the mountains quake at its swelling pride” (vv. 2-3).   

 

III.  Application:  From here, we’ll look at some of the particular events that took place 

during this time, but let’s be reminded from this:   
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A.  The Bible is God’s Word:   

1.  It accurately predicted the things that happened during that time, the 

overthrowing of three world empires, the weakening of the fourth, the setting up 

of the kingdom of God at the time of the Roman Empire.   

2.  When we can verify the things the Lord tells us in His Word, it helps us to trust 

what we have no way of verifying with our senses – heaven, hell, the kingship 

of Christ.   

3.  We should believe what God says; there is a day of reckoning ahead; we need to 

get ready for it by trusting in Jesus Christ.   

 

B.  We should be encouraged by the fact that the Lord is in control of world history.   

1.  The reason why the Lord could predict these thing was not because He looked 

ahead and saw them, but that He planned this would happen.   

2.  The Lord will do what He says, and there is nothing in heaven or earth that can 

stop Him.   

 

C.  This encourages us that we, who are part of His kingdom, will make it to the end.   

1.  Just as the Lord preserved His people during those political upheavals, so He 

will preserve us.   

2.  It might look like Satan’s kingdom is gaining ground and that it will eventually 

swallow the church, but the One who is in control won’t allow this.   

3.  When you combine this with the fact that He has promised to work even these 

things together for our good, we have every reason to be encouraged.   

 

D.  And so let’s keep pressing forward.   

1.  The Lord may be allowing some of His enemies to confront us on the path to 

Mount Zion; but He will not allow them to overcome us.   

2.  Let’s keep striving forward to take His kingdom through holy violence to our 

flesh, the world and the devil.   

3.  And let’s keep seeking to bring as many to heaven with us as we can while 

we’re on the way.  Amen.   


