
“God’s Judgment on the Jews” 
(Acts 28:17-29)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we saw Paul’s arrival at Rome.   
a.  After the Lord had spared Paul, his companions, and the soldiers and crew of the 

Alexandrian ship, they stayed at Malta for three months, until the end of the winter 
season.   

b.  They were then able to book passage on another Alexandrian ship that had the good 
sense to winter on that island, rather than risk the sea.   

c.  And within a few more days, after a few more stops on the way, they finally came to 
Rome.   

 
2.  What’s instructive for us is what happened along the way:   

a.  How Paul and his companions found believers at Puteoli – those who had been 
converted either at Pentecost, or by those who had – how they stayed with them for 
seven days; and how Julius, the Roman Centurion in charge of Paul, allowed him to 
stay for those seven days.   

b.  How when they came to Rome, brethren came from as far away as the Market of 
Appius and Three Taverns, 28 – 51 miles away from Rome, to encourage Paul and to 
honor him for his labors in Christ.   

c.  And how the brethren who were with Paul in Rome supplied a place for his lodging 
there, so that he would have his own quarters and not have to stay in a Roman jail.   

 
3.  These things reminded us of the communion we have with one another in Jesus Christ:   

a.  The world may have forsaken us when we became Christians; our families may have 
as well; but we have a family that never will:  the body of Christ.   

b.  The communion of saints should encourage us that we are not alone in our struggle.  
We don’t have to fight this spiritual battle by ourselves.   

c.  Not only is our Lord Jesus standing with us – as He said He would never leave us 
nor forsake us – but we have brothers and sisters in Christ that will stand by us as 
well.   

d.  We have each other, and that’s a tremendous blessing from the Lord.   
 

4.  But Paul’s arrival at Rome also reminded us of God’s faithfulness to His promises:  He 
told Paul he would bear witness in Rome, and so here he was.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  This morning, we see Paul’s testimony to the Jews at Rome:   

a.  After Paul had been there for three days, he sent for the leaders of the Jews.   
b.  He explained his situation to them, telling them that it wasn’t because he had 

anything against his people, but because the Jews wanted to kill him, that he 
appealed to Caesar.   
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c.  They hadn’t heard of his situation, but they had heard of the sect of Christianity and 
wanted to know more about it.   

d.  And so Paul carefully and earnestly reasoned with them, seeking to persuade them of 
its truth.   

e.  Apparently, it wasn’t enough that those who were converted brought the Gospel to 
Rome – as there were already believers in Rome.  It was necessary that an Apostle 
come there, an eye-witness to the death and resurrection of Christ, to confirm that 
testimony, before the end would come – AD 70 and the transferal of the kingdom 
from the Jews to the new people who would bring forth its fruits (Matt. 21:43).   

f.  Some believed and some didn’t, and so as they were leaving, Paul left them with a 
warning:  don’t let what Isaiah said happen to you.   

 
2.  We’ll consider two things from our text:   

a.  First, Paul’s earnest plea for the Jews’ salvation, showing us something of how we 
should present the Gospel.   

b.  Second, their mixed response:  some believed, but some didn’t, reminding us of the 
judgment of God on the Jews for the rejection and murder of His Son, Jesus Christ, 
and of God’s electing grace.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we see Paul’s earnest presentation of the Gospel to these Jews, giving us another 
example of how we should present the Gospel.   
1.  After Paul arrived, he called the leading men of the Jews.   

a.  When they came, he explained to them his innocence (v. 17).   
(i)  He had done nothing against the Jews – note:  Paul called “our people” 

identifying himself with them.   
(ii)  He had done nothing against the customs of our people – Paul lived as a Jew 

among the Jews, even teaching the Gentiles to respect those things the Jews 
would be most sensitive about (15:19-21).   

(iii)  And yet, because of his people’s hatred against him, the Romans took him from 
Jerusalem (28:17).   

(iv)  They also had examined him, found nothing in him worthy of death, and would 
have let him go (v. 18).   

(v)  The Jews, however, objected.   
(a)  When they did, Festus asked Paul if he would be willing to stand trial on these 

charges in Jerusalem.   
(b)  It was because of this he was forced to appeal to Caesar for his life, not 

because he had any accusation to bring against the Jews (v. 19).   
(1)  Paul understood the tenuous nature of the Jews’ relationship with Rome 

and didn’t want to make matters worse.   
(2)  If he had stood up for his own rights and accused the Jews of the charges 

they were guilty of, it might have ended in much greater persecution for the 
whole nation.   

(3)  Paul would rather suffer himself than cause others to suffer, even for those 
who were guilty, that they might repent and receive Christ, rather than to be 
punished for their mistreatment of him.   
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b.  Paul wanted to explain these things first to the Jews who were now before him:   
(i)  He was not wearing these chains because he wanted to injure his people or seek 

revenge, but because he wanted them to be saved.   
(ii)  “For this reason, therefore, I requested to see you and to speak with you, for I am 

wearing this chain for the sake of the hope of Israel” (v. 20).   
 

c.  Paul’s first plea worked:  they were interested in hearing what he had to say.   
(i)  Oddly enough, no one from Judea had either contacted them by letter or come in 

person to accuse him (v. 21) – perhaps they gave up the chase when they saw that 
Festus and Agrippa weren’t sympathetic to their cause; they may also have 
wanted to avoid any further contact with Rome, especially because of the Caesar 
who was now ruling – Nero.   

(ii)  But they wanted to hear what Paul had to say (v. 22):   
(a)  They were aware of this “sect” of Christianity, called “the Way.”   
(b)  They knew it was spoken against everywhere.   
(c)  But they wanted to know more about it and make their own judgment – and 

what better way than to hear it from its leading exponent!   
(d)  And so the stage was set:  Paul had a willing audience.   

 
2.  Second, we see Paul’s presentation (v. 23).   

a.  They set a day, and set aside the whole day – from morning until evening – to 
discuss the matter.   
(i)  Matters of weight and substance shouldn’t be dealt with too lightly or hastily.   
(ii)  It takes time to explain them as well, so they took the time.   
(iii)  We should examine everything carefully and completely according to the 

Scripture before we come to a conclusion, like the Bereans (Acts 17:11).   
(iv)  We should also expect to take time with others when we are exposing them to 

the Gospel for the first time and not hurry things.   
 

b.  They came to where Paul was staying in large numbers:   
(i)  There were many who were interested.   
(ii)  Sometimes controversy can generate a large crowd when otherwise people 

wouldn’t be interested.   
(iii)  Perhaps we can use this to attract people to hear the Gospel at times other than 

at Christmas or Easter.   
 

c.  Paul revealed to them what this “sect” of Judaism was all about.   
(i)  He explained to them the things regarding Jesus Christ from the Law and 

Prophets:   
(a)  Since they had a common source of authority, he could appeal to the Scripture 

for support.   
(b)  Our task is often more difficult – even though the Scripture is the Word of 

God and people ought to accept it as such, they won’t accept it until you show 
them and the Spirit works to convict them of its truth.   

(c)  We need to be patient and willing to explain everything carefully, beginning 
with God’s testimony to all men in General Revelation, and ending with His 
testimony in His Word.   
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(ii)  He also tried to persuade them:   

(a)  Persuasion is more than the dry recounting of facts:  it is the arranging of 
those facts into an argument, driving at a specific point.   

(b)  Our testimony and witness needs to be calculated to convict of sin and to 
show them the Savior from that sin.   

 
(iii)  And he added one more thing that is so essential to our testimony being heard:  

Solemnity.   
(a)  They could hear Paul’s sincerity and knew that he was in earnest about what 

he was saying.   
(b)  If we don’t appear to take these things seriously, or talk about weighty things 

like everlasting judgment with a smile on our faces, or speak of any of these 
things without showing their importance in our demeanor, it’s very unlikely 
that anyone will listen to us.   

(c)  Our attitude towards the Gospel is an important means to convert others – 
they will disregard us if they believe we’re not sincere.   

 
(iv)  We must take time and be patient in explaining; we must be persuasive; and a 

large part of that persuasion must come from our being persuaded of the 
importance of the Gospel ourselves.   

 
B.  Second, we see their mixed response:  some believed, but some didn’t, reminding us of the 

judgment of God on the Jews for the murder of His Son Jesus Christ, and at the same time, 
of God’s electing grace.   
1.  First, some were persuaded, but some would not believe (v. 24).   

a.  We’re not told how many were on each side, but the ratio more times than not is 
more do not believe than do.   
(i)  Jesus said, “Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is 

broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it.  For the 
gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find 
it” (Matt. 7:13-14).   

(ii)  Not only will relatively few in the history of the world hear the Gospel, but of 
those who hear, few will believe.  

 
b.  Many believe that all will be given the chance to hear, even after death, if necessary?  

But this isn’t true.   
(i)  God has commanded that the Gospel be preached to all the nations; but He hasn’t 

ordained that all men everywhere under heaven will hear it – there are many 
living, and many who have lived, who never will, and they will perish.   

(ii)  He also hasn’t ordained that all who hear the Gospel will respond in faith:  He 
has chosen to give the gift of faith to some – through the regenerating work of the 
Spirit – but He has chosen not to give that gift to others – to the majority of the 
human race.   

(iii)  The only reason any were persuaded by Paul was because of God’s electing 
mercy and regenerating grace.   
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c.  But isn’t this unfair of God, or unjust?   
(i)  It may be unfair:   

(a)  God doesn’t treat everyone the same.   
(b)  But He doesn’t have to – it’s not unjust or unrighteous not to do so.   
(c)  We do the same – we don’t treat everyone the same; we have our favorites; so 

does God.   
 

(ii)  But it isn’t unjust:   
(a)  God may justly pass over anyone in His mercy and give them what they 

deserve:  justice.   
(b)  Or God may mercifully and graciously grant them the gift of the new birth 

and everlasting life through faith in His Son, because of what His Son has 
done.   

(c)  Both do not receive mercy, but both receive justice – one by paying the debt, 
the other by having Jesus pay it.   

(d)  God is just and must give justice to all.   
(e)  But mercy is something He doesn’t owe anyone.   
 

2.  One thing we often fail to take into account is that those who are condemned deserve to 
be condemned – not only for Adam’s sin, but for their own.   
a.  Consider what Paul said to these Jews as they were leaving:   

(i)  “The Holy Spirit rightly spoke through Isaiah the prophet to your fathers, saying, 
‘Go to this people and say, “You will keep on hearing, but will not understand; 
and you will keep on seeing, but will not perceive; for the heart of this people has 
become dull, and with their ears they scarcely hear, and they have closed their 
eyes; otherwise they might see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 
understand with their heart and return, and I would heal them”’” (vv. 25-27).   

(ii)  Who was responsible for this hardness of heart?   
(a)  They were:  their hearts were dull, their ears deaf, their eyes closed.   
(b)  Why?  They had hardened their hearts against God – no matter how many 

times God offered the Gospel to them, they would not receive it.   
(1)  Man’s heart is naturally hard, but not as hard as it could be because of 

God’s common grace.   
(2)  When man resists God – which he will apart from His saving grace – He 

gives him over to greater hardness by withdrawing His Spirit.   
(3)  And so they keep on hearing the Gospel, but will not understand – at least 

understand its desirability.  They will keep on seeing, but see nothing of its 
glory and beauty.   

(4)  Paul was explaining the Gospel as clearly as he could, and they still 
rejected it.  Their problem was not one of intelligence.  It wasn’t because of 
physical deafness or blindness.  It was a heart problem.   

(5)  Men are not sent to hell because of God’s withholding His grace, they are 
sent to hell for their sins, not the least of which is their hardness of heart.   

(6)  They will be condemned, but the reason for their condemnation is their 
own sin.   
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b.  But we mustn’t forget as well that this was judgment because of the crime they 
committed:  killing their Messiah.   
(i)  God was offering them mercy, as He did through Peter on the Day of Pentecost.   

(a)  When Peter told the Jews that God had made Jesus “both Lord and Christ – 
this Jesus whom [they] had crucified” (Acts 2:36), they cried out, “Brethren, 
what shall we do?” (v. 37).   

(b)  Peter didn’t say, “There’s nothing you can do.  God is going to destroy you 
for killing His Son.”  He said, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit” (v. 38).   

(c)  God was still offering mercy.  This is what God was offering these Jews 
through Paul.   

 
(ii)  But if they rejected His mercy, they would face judgment:   

(a)  The judgment of AD 70, as Jesus warned the Jews before His Olivet 
Discourse:  “Therefore, behold, I am sending you prophets and wise men and 
scribes; some of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will 
scourge in your synagogues, and persecute from city to city, so that upon you 
may fall the guilt of all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of 
righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, whom you 
murdered between the temple and the altar” (Matt. 23:34-35).   

(b)  But also the condemnation of hell, which they especially deserved for 
rejecting their Messiah.   

(c)  This is what Paul was warning them of in the hope that they might yet repent.   
 

3.  Paul did one more thing as they leaving calculated to provoke them to repentance:  He 
told them that God had sent this Gospel to the Gentiles and that they would listen (v. 
28).   
a.  This was the reason God turned to the Gentiles in the first place – to move them to 

rethink their decision and repent (Rom. 11:11).   
b.  It might have affected some in this way, but not everyone:  after he said this, the 

Jews left while still heatedly arguing (v. 29).   
c.  And so, after we have patiently argued and reasoned and persuaded using natural 

theology and Scripture, we must warn of judgment, and if we’re able, provoke them 
to think carefully about their decision.   
(i)  Edwards once remarked that men are much more concerned to avoid pain than to 

miss pleasure – the doctrine of hell is much more persuasive to an unbeliever than 
the doctrine of heaven.   

(ii)  But it is also helpful to remind them of the many who have chosen the good 
path, who will be enjoying the blessings of heaven forever, to make them jealous.   

(iii)  God has ordained His ends – salvation and damnation – but He has also 
ordained the means to the end – explanation, reasoning, persuasion.   

(iv)  Let’s pray that God will help us to use all of them to bring the lost to Christ.  
Amen.   


