
”God’s Infallible Justice” 
(Psalm 139: 19-24) 

In t roduc t ion: 

wickedness in our world. I can’t remember the last time I heard 
any good news on them. 

criminals back on the street without adequate punishment. 

Lord tells us will happen in the next. Justice will be meted out, 
because God is a God of justice. 

We have seen that the psalmist takes comfort in the attributes 
of God in the face of adversity. His intimate knowledge assures 
him that God will not forsake him having known every detail of his 
life in advance. His universal presence assures the psalmist that 
wherever he may be, God has His hand upon him to guide and bless. 
His absolute sovereignty assures him that God has ordered his days 
according to a gracious plan. All that happens will ultimately be 
for his good. 

psalmist takes comfort in the fact that, 

The newspapers and News reports make us keenly aware of the 

We are also aware of the faults of judicial system, putting 

The lack of punishment in this world is a testimony to what the 

Tonight we will look at the fourth and final stanza. Lastly, the 

God is a just God who will render to every man his due. 

I. God Is a Righteous and Just God. 
A. God is Infinitely Righteous and Just. 

1. God’s righteousness is the ultimate standard. 
a. He is not judged by any standard. 
b. There is no law higher than Him. 
c. Rather, He is the standard. 

2. It is His nature to punish sin. 
a. Because He is absolutely righteous in Himself, He cannot 

b. This is called the justice of God. 
c. Justice is that perfection of God by which He maintains 

leave sin unpunished. 

Himself over against every violation of His holiness, and 
shows in every respect that He is the Holy One. 

B. Because He is Just, He Will Render to Every Man His Due. 

imposed a just law upon man. 
a. God is the lawgiver <James 4:12>. 
b. His laws are righteous laws <Deu. 4:8>.  

1. God is the Ruler of all men, and in virtue of this has 

2. He promises reward for the obedient. 
a. <Matt. 25:21, 34>. 
b. This is an expression of divine love, and not absolute 

c. Our works are made acceptable in the Beloved. 
merit, for we cannot merit anything. 

3. He also threatens punishment for the disobedient. 
a. <Romans 2:4-lo>. 
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b. Man does not merit the reward he receives, but he 

c. Divine justice is obligated to punish evil, but not 
does merit the punishment. 

to reward good <Luke 17:10>. 

C. Finally, God Alone is Fit to Judge All Men. 
1. He alone possesses all the facts. 

a. To judge righteously, the judge must know every detail 
b. God has infinite knowledge. 

2. He alone has the necessary wisdom. 
a. It is not enough to know the facts. 
b. He must also know how to apply that knowledge. 
c. In His wisdom, He can render wise judgment. 

3 .  He alone has the infinite power to carry out judgments. 
a. Once a verdict has been reached, the judge must be able 

to execute judgment, or it is a useless exercise. 
b. God has the infinite power necessary to carry out any 

judgment to its completion. 

4. He alone is perfectly just. 
a. If a judge has all knowledge, wisdom, and power, justice 

b. God is absolutely just in His judgments. 
c. He does not punish sin any more than it deserves. 

is not guaranteed unless the Judge is just. 

5. He alone is the supreme Judge. 
a. God is the standard. 
b. God is the moral governor of His universe. 

6. Because of this, we must answer to Him alone. 
a. Against Him alone is all sin committed [Ex: David 

and Bathsheba) . 
b. And all everywhere will have to answer to this 

infinitely righteous and holy God for their 
transgressions of His law. 

11.  The Ungodly Merit God’s Righteous Wrath By their Deeds of 
Wickedness. 

A. The Guilt of the Ungodly. 
1. David describes the deeds of the wicked and takes comfort in 

2. They are men who shed innocent blood [v. 19; a violation of 

3. They speak against God and take His name in vain [v. 20; a 

4. They are haters of God [v. 21; a violation of the whole 

their eventual destruction and God’s vindication. 

the 6th commandment). 

violation of the 3rd commandment). 

law). 

B. They Shall Be Fully Repaid on the Day of Judgment. 
1. They are storing up wrath for the day of God’s righteous 

wrath (Rom. 2:5). 
a. When God’s wrath is poured out, to be just, it must 

be measureless. 
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b. For God’s majesty to be fully vindicated, He must punish 
in a way that will be answerable to the extent of their 
wickedness (Gerstner 45). 
(il They’ve sinned against an infinite God. 

(iil Their just punishment is measureless. 
(iiil Punishment must be commensurate with the 

crime. 
(iv) It would be better not to punish at all than 

to punish infinitely less than the sin 
deserves, for then it lowers the value of the 
One off ended. 

2. God shall slay them in the day of His wrath [v. 191. 
a. In the next age only. 
b. In this life and the next. 
c. But never in this life alone. 

3 .  God is glorified in this expression of His divine justice. 
a. It glorifies Him to reveal His grace. 
b. He is glorified by the revelation of His justice. 

I I I .  T h e  R igh teous  A r e  Like God in  t h a t  They Abhor the Deeds of 
Wickedness. B u t  T h i s  I s  Not a Model for O u r  Prayers .  

A. T h e  S i t u a t i o n  I n  the Theocracy of I s r a e l .  
1. Israel’s theocracy was a type of heaven. 

a. God had set apart a particular geographical region. 
b. He put His name there. 
c. He manifested His presence there. 

2. It was inaugurated by typological judgment. 
a. The destruction of the Canaanites was typological 

b. On that day all the wicked will be destroyed. 
of the day of Judgment. 

3 .  Ethics were determined by this situation. 
a. In Israel there was no toleration of wickedness. 
b. Those who practiced witchcraft were destroyed. 
c. The spiritists and mediums were burned. 
d. The children who were disobedient and who cursed 

their parents were put to death by stoning. 

4. Therefore the attitude of the psalmist was one of 
hatred of the unbeliever. 
a. His desire is that they would be slain [v. 191. 
b. He hated and loathed them with the utmost hatred 

c. He counted them as his enemies [v. 22). 
d. Not on account of a personal vendetta. 

(vv. 21-22). 

(il 
(iil 

He prays as a divinely inspired prophet. 
His concern is not personal but for God’s vindication. 

B.  O n  the Contrary ,  O u r  S i t u a t i o n  I s  of Common Grace Today. 
1. The difference can be illustrated by the parables of T h e  Good 

Samaritan and T h e  R i ch  M a n  and Lazarus .  
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a. The good Samaritan was to help his neighbor. 
b. Lazarus, even if he could have, was not to help the rich 

man tormented in the flames. 
c. The imprecations in the psalms reflects this ethic of the 

consummat ion. 
d. It is intruded into a limited sphere by inspiration and 

abrogates what is normally required in the sphere of 
common grace. 

e. It is final judgment breaking into history. 

protection of life, unless God sovereignly overrules. 
a. This covenant is seen as early as Gen. 4:15. 
b. It is again reiterated after God brings eschatological 

2. The covenant of common grace, on the other hand, guarantees 

judgment on the world during Noah’s life [Gen. 
8: 20-9: 7 ) .  

c. It guarantees the protection of life to all men. 
d. It is given so that the Lord may preserve the world 

while He calls out His own. 

3. He calls us to love our enemies and to do good to 
those who despitefully use us. 
a. In common grace situations we are to love our neighbors, 

b. We are not to hate them, but to do good to them 
even if they are enemies <Matt. 5:43-48>. 

and to seek for their conversion. 

4. This does not mean, however, that we should not hate sin. 
a. We should hate sin and its affront to God. 
b. We should be more jealous for God’s honor than our own. 

(il Don’t pretend to be like the world to avoid 
persecution for protecting God’s honor. 
We fight strongly to preserve our own honor while we 
let God’s name be dragged through the mud. 

(iil 

5. We should hate sin, especially within ourselves [vv. 23-24] 
a. There is an aversion to the things which are unholy. 
b. He desires that there would be nothing in his heart 

or mind that would cause him to stray from God’s 
paths of everlasting righteousness. 

pain and lead him in the everlasting paths of 
righteousness. 
(il 

c. So he prays that God would take him out of the way of 

The pain which is caused by wrongdoing. 

hypocr i sy . 

righteousness. 

(iil To hate sin in others and commit it ourselves is 

(iiil So he prays that God will lead him all his days in 

6. We should especially hate sin because of the costliness of 
its pardon. 
a. God takes sin seriously. 
b. So seriously that justice had to be satisfied before 

grace could be given. 
c. God’s justice was fully revealed and satisfied in the 

crucifixion of Christ. 
d. There, justice was paid and our guilt was removed. 
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e. Christ died, so we would not have to. 

7. But it is not for us to take our own vengeance, nor to pray 
for the destruction of the wicked. 
a. Sometimes the Lord breaks out against the unbeliever when 

b. For others, the time of the outpouring of God’s wrath 

c. But vengeance belongs to the Lord. 
d. He is the God of infallible justice. 

the cup of His wrath overflows <Rom. 1:18>. 

awaits a future day. 


