
“God’s Great Mercy” 
(2 Corinthians 5:21)   

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  As you know, we’ve just finished a rather lengthy series on the marks or 

evidences of grace.   

a.  We saw their source:  a change of heart by the Holy Spirit.   

b.  We’ve seen the effects:  a life that is being transformed into the image of 

Jesus Christ.   

(i)  The Bible has so much to say about this because it is the goal of 

redemption.   

(ii)  The Lord wants us to be holy, because He is holy.   

(iii)  He wants to begin the process of weaning us from sin in this world so 

that we’ll be prepared for the next.   

 

2.  And so I’m hoping we don’t forget what we’ve learned.   

a.  The branch has been held back for several months, and now it’s being let go.   

b.  Will you return to what you were like before the series, or will you continue 

to let those truths bear fruit in your life?   

c.  Remember what Jesus said about the Gospel is equally true to every aspect of 

it, “And the one on whom seed was sown on the good soil, this is the man 

who hears the word and understands it; who indeed bears fruit and brings 

forth, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty” (Matt. 13:23).   

d.  You must hold onto the Word, understand it, meditate on it, and apply it to 

your life by putting it into practice if it’s going to make any positive 

difference in your experience.   

e.  Remember what James said, “Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all 

that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is 

able to save your souls.  But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not 

merely hearers who delude themselves.  For if anyone is a hearer of the word 

and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; for 

once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten 

what kind of person he was.  But one who looks intently at the perfect law, 

the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but 

an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does” (1:21-25).   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Tonight, we’re going to back up in the order of salvation from the evidence that 

God’s grace has been applied to us, to the working out of that grace by our Lord, 

specifically in His atonement.   

a.  Our text tells us that the One who was perfectly sinless and holy – the Lord 

Jesus Christ – became guilty for us, that we might be made righteous in Him.   
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b.  This tells us where that life-changing grace comes from, and I hope it will 

renew in our hearts the love we need to continue to pursue cultivating the 

marks of grace in our lives.   

 

2.  Let’s consider three things this evening:   

a.  First, who this One is that became sin for us.   

b.  Second, that the Holy One who knew no sin actually became sin for us.   

c.  And finally, how this sacrifice makes us righteous before God.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, who is this One that became sin for us?  The answer is, The One who knew 

no sin.   

1.  This narrows the field down considerably as to this is:   

a.  There are only three persons who have never known sin:  the Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit.   

b.  Our text is speaking, of course, about Christ.   

 

2.  Christ never knew sin, and that in at least two ways:   

a.  First, as the eternally begotten Son of God.   

(i)  As God the Son, He neither knew sin nor could be tempted with sin.   

(ii)  He is pure holiness and infinite love, with a complete hatred and aversion 

of sin.   

(iii)  There is nothing at all desirable to Him in sin.   

(a)  Think of the most repulsive thing you can imagine.   

(1)  Some hate to work, some hate submitting to another’s authority.   

(2)  Perhaps there are things more grotesque that you despise, such as 

an oozing leprous scab, or cancer, or the effects of the Ebola virus.   

 

(b)  The things you despise are the things you don’t want to get close to; 

things you want to stay away from as far as possible.   

(c)  That’s how the Son of God looks at sin, only in His infinitely pure 

eyes it is much worse!   

(1)  There is no variation or shifting shadow in Him; nothing even 

questionable:  only pure light and truth.   

(2)  This is why the Lord will not endure sin in His presence.   

 

b.  Second, Christ also became a sinless man in time.   

(i)  This eternally blessed and infinitely holy God did, in the fullness of time 

in God’s plan, become a man – He didn’t stop being God, He simply took 

another nature, a human nature, to Himself.   

(ii)  As a man, He continued to love holiness and righteousness and to hate 

sin.   

(iii)  The result was that He lived a life of perfect submission and obedience 

to the Law, because He loved that Law and because He loved His Father 

with all His heart and wanted to glorify Him.   
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(a)  Jesus challenged those who thought He was evil – because of their 

own evil hearts – to charge Him with even one sin:  “Which one of you 

convicts Me of sin?  If I speak truth, why do you not believe Me?” 

(John 8:46).   

(b)  Peter said that Christ “committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in 

His mouth” (1 Pet. 2:21).   

(c)  And the author to the Hebrews reminds us, “For we do not have a high 

priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has 

been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin” (Heb. 4:15).   

(d)  Christ is the spotless Lamb of God (1 Pet. 1:19) who takes away the 

sins of the world (John 1:29).   

(e)  This, by the way, is the goal we are to be striving for – to have such a 

pure heart filled with the Spirit that we would live this kind of life, even 

though we know this perfection is reserved for the next life.   

 

(iv)  That submission also included loving His neighbor as Himself.   

(a)  Consider what it must have been like to have such a perfect love of 

what is right and to be surrounded with those who didn’t.   

(b)  Lot’s soul was tormented by the wickedness of those around him; 

Christ suffered far more – from the time He entered this world to the 

time He left it.   

(c)  And He perfectly loved these sinners around Him as Himself, so that 

He did what He could to seek to bring as many to the Father as possible 

(this is also the goal we are to be striving after).   

 

(v)  If we don’t understand the holiness of this man, Jesus Christ, then we 

won’t see the significance that it was this One who became sin for us:   

  

B.  Second, what does it mean that He became sin for us?   

1.  First, it doesn’t mean that He actually became a sinner.   

a.  His hatred of sin never changed.   

b.  If He had become a sinner, He never would have been able to atone for our 

sins.   

c.  Jesus did not become morally evil on the cross.   

 

2.  What it does mean, however, is that the One who knew no sin, who never 

committed or desired to sin, had the sins of His people laid on Him.   

a.  If you’re trusting in Christ, your sins were laid on Him, and He became guilty 

of your sins.   

(i)  This doesn’t mean that God looked at Christ as though He committed our 

sins.   

(ii)  But it does mean that our guilt or liability to God’s punishment was laid 

on Him and He became guilty of our sins.   

 

b.  He became liable to punishment and was punished for our crimes against 

God.   
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(i)  How many do you know who would be willing to take the punishment 

meant for another?   

(ii)  I used to read and distribute Gospel tracts called Chick Tracts.  One was 

particularly moving:  the story of two Chinese brothers; the younger one 

always getting into trouble and the older one always trying to get him to 

turn away from that lifestyle.  One day, the older brother hears of a murder 

in the neighborhood, comes into the house and sees his younger brother’s 

clothes all stained with blood, realizes that his brother committed the 

murder, and out of love and the desire to rescue him from justice, puts on 

the blood-stained clothes, allows the police to catch him, and then 

undergoes trial and execution without saying a word, so that his brother 

can be free.   

(iii)  That’s the kind of love Jesus showed us in taking our sins on Himself 

and then facing God as Judge while bearing our guilt.  The difference 

though is that Jesus not only suffered the pain of physical death, but that 

of God’s wrath, which is infinitely more horrifying.   

(iv)  The One who loved God perfectly both in eternity and in life bore our 

sin and suffered at the hands of His Father to set us free from God’s 

justice.   

 

C.  Finally, what difference does this make in our lives.  If we trust Him, it should 

make us righteous in at least two different ways:  positionally and practically.   

1.  Practical righteousness has to do with what we actually become in this life:   

a.  It has to do with how much we love the Father and the Son.   

b.  And it has to do with whether or not that love actually works itself out in our 

lives in obedience.   

c.  The Scripture calls this sanctification, or putting off the old man and putting 

on the new.   

d.  This is what we were looking at under the marks of grace.   

e.  If you trust in the Lord, if you are in Christ by the Spirit of God, this 

righteousness will work itself out in your life so that you will become like 

Jesus.   

 

2.  The other aspect of righteousness is positional, which is what Paul seems to 

have primarily in mind here.   

a.  Jesus Christ, through His obedience, suffering, and death, purchased the Holy 

Spirit to work the changes we just considered.   

b.  One of those changes is giving us the gift of faith – the ability to turn away 

from our works (which are only sinful) and to trust in Christ for His 

righteousness and right standing before God.   

c.  When you trust in Jesus, your sins are taken away – since they were paid for 

on the cross by Jesus – and His perfect righteousness is given to you.   

d.  And once you are in Christ and clothed with His righteousness, you have the 

righteousness of the One who is both God and man.   

e.  This is what actually gives you title to heaven, the right to enter; this is your 

justification that brings salvation.   
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3.  But remember, it is this love and infinite condescension, mercy and grace on the 

part of God the Father that is to motivate you to cultivate holiness or the marks 

of grace.   

a.  The psalmist asks, “What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits 

towards me?”   

(i)  What is the proper response?  “I shall lift up the cup of salvation and call 

upon the name of the Lord” – that is honor and worship Him with my life 

– and “I shall pay my vows to the Lord” – the vow to worship for the 

mercy received.  If we have received this mercy, this is the price we must 

pay.   

(ii)  And that others may be encouraged to glorify and serve Him as well, 

“Oh may it be in the presence of all His people” (Psalm 116:12-14).   

 

b.  What more could the Lord have done to move your heart?  God the Father 

out of His infinite love gave His only begotten Son who knew no sin to be sin 

on your behalf that He might make you righteous in His eyes.   

c.  What will you give to Him in return?   

(i)  Receive this gift:  believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.   

(ii)  And live the life He calls you to life:  turn from your sins and follow Him 

in loving obedience.  Amen.   


