
“God’s Faithfulness” 
(Psalm 89:20-37)   

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  We’ve seen that with the Lord’s calling and ordaining David to be king, He did 

several things to move His work of redemption forward:   

a.  He gave us the greatest personal picture of the Messiah in David.   

b.  He established the kingdom of His Son through David’s line.   

c.  He preserved David from his enemies as a great picture of how He would be 

with His Son and eventually bring Him to the throne.   

d.  He added more books/revelation to His Word – Joshua, Judges, Ruth, Samuel 

and parts of Kings.   

e.  He gave us several psalms that prophesied of the Messiah through David and 

appointed that they be used in public worship to keep Messiah before His 

people.   

f.  He allowed David to conquer Jerusalem, giving His people a picture of the 

glorious future of the church.   

g.  He established His covenant with David, which was the fifth time He 

revealed the Covenant of Grace.   

h.  He gave David the honor of conquering all the Promised Land as a picture of 

what Messiah would do to the world.   

i.  And He commissioned David to perfect the Old Covenant worship by adding 

some parts and deleting others as a picture of what Jesus would do when He 

came to fulfill the OT worship and to bring in the more spiritual New 

Covenant worship.   

 

2.  All of these had their purpose:   

a.  To build up the OT saints in faith in the coming Messiah.   

b.  And to build us up by confirming that the Bible is His Word and that Jesus is 

His Messiah, so that by believing in Him, we may have eternal life.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we move on from David in particular to consider how the Lord 

fulfilled His promise to him more generally.   

a.  The Lord promised David in the covenant He made with him that he would 

never lack a man to sit on his throne.   

b.  The Lord fulfilled that promise – David didn’t lack a man on the throne as 

long as Judah continued as an independent nation, and that in spite of the 

wickedness of many of David’s sons.   

 

2.  We’ll see three things:   

a.  First, how God’s promise was fulfilled in David’s line.   
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b.  Second, how the lack of this promise and blessing on the northern kingdom 

brought numerous coups and civil wars.   

c.  And finally, why God fulfilled this promise to David.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider how the Lord fulfilled His promise to David to give him a 

continuing succession of sons to sit on his throne.   

1.  As long as Judah remained an independent kingdom, David had a son sitting on 

his throne.   

a.  There were no other kings from any other family.   

b.  Now it’s true that not all the tribes remained under his sons’ control, but the 

one that upheld the true worship of God did – Judah.   

c.  Even during the exile and return to the land, the Lord preserved the line of 

kings, because the Lord was faithful to His promise to David:  “Your house 

and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your throne shall be 

established forever” (2 Sam. 7:16).   

 

2.  The Lord preserved David’s line, even in spite of the ungodliness of many of the 

kings, as well as other of David’s sons, to show that it was because of His 

faithfulness.   

a.  When David was old, Adonijah, one of his sons, conspired to take the throne 

and almost succeeded, humanly speaking.   

(i)  But this was not the line through which the Lord would bring Messiah.   

(ii)  Adonijah was not the ancestor of Joseph – and so the Lord overturned 

him and brought Solomon – who was Christ’s ancestor – to the throne.   

 

b.  After Solomon died, Jeroboam, one of his servants, led a rebellion against 

David’s house.   

(i)  Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, listened to his friends and acted so foolishly 

that the ten northern tribes of Israel followed Jeroboam.   

(ii)  It was only the Lord’s faithfulness to David that prevented all of them 

from leaving.   

(iii)  Because Rehoboam was the one through whom the Lord would bring 

His Son, He allowed Rehoboam to keep both Judah and Benjamin, which 

is where the Lord also upheld the true religion.   

(iv)  Let Rehoboam’s bad example of listening to those who were young and 

inexperienced be a warning to you – especially our youth – not to do the 

same.   

 

c.  There were good kings in David’s line – such as Asa, Jehoshaphat, Uzziah, 

Jotham, Hezekiah, and Josiah – but there were also many wicked kings – 

such as Abijam, Jehoram, Ahaziah, Ahaz, Manasseh and Amon – and yet the 

Lord did not take the crown away from these wicked kings because of His 

promise to David and because they were in the line of Christ.   

(i)  Even though Abijam was wicked, the Lord said He would preserve his 

throne for the sake of David.  We read of him, “He walked in all the sins 
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of his father which he had committed before him; and his heart was not 

wholly devoted to the LORD his God, like the heart of his father David.  

But for David's sake the LORD his God gave him a lamp in Jerusalem, to 

raise up his son after him and to establish Jerusalem; because David did 

what was right in the sight of the LORD, and had not turned aside from 

anything that He commanded him all the days of his life, except in the 

case of Uriah the Hittite” (1 Kings 15:3-5).   

(ii)  We read of Jehoram, “Now when Jehoram had taken over the kingdom 

of his father and made himself secure, he killed all his brothers with the 

sword, and some of the rulers of Israel also.  Jehoram was thirty-two years 

old when he became king, and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem.  He 

walked in the way of the kings of Israel, just as the house of Ahab did (for 

Ahab's daughter was his wife), and he did evil in the sight of the LORD.  

Yet the LORD was not willing to destroy the house of David because of 

the covenant which He had made with David, and since He had promised 

to give a lamp to him and his sons forever” (2 Chr. 21:4-7).   

(iii)  Let this last example be a warning to you – especially our youth – to be 

careful whom you marry:  an ungodly woman can turn you away from the 

Lord.   

 

d.  Through all this we see that the Lord preserved that line that would lead to 

Jesus Christ because He was faithful to His promise.   

 

B.  Second, let’s consider how different things were in the northern kingdom:  because 

the Lord hadn’t made them any such promise.   

1.  In Israel, the kingdom changed from one family to another constantly.   

a.  First, Jeroboam led the ten tribes away from David’s house.  His line 

continued to only one generation – to his son Nadab – but then another man 

from another family took it – Baasha.   

b.  Baasha’s son, Elah, inherited the kingdom after his death, but then Zimri, his 

servant took it; then Omri of another family.   

c.  Three of Omri’s sons inherited the throne (Ahab, Joram, Ahaziah), but then 

Jehoram took it.   

d.  After about four more generations (Jehoahaz, Jehoash, Jeroboam, and 

Zechariah), Shallum, who was from another family, took it; then Menahem of 

another family who had one son (Pekahiah) succeed him; then Pekah of 

another family; then Hoshea from another family.   

e.  In Judah, the crown continued in the family of David, but in Israel it changed 

hands many times.   

f.  It wasn’t because the kings of Judah were more righteous than the kings of 

Judah; but because the Lord promised to preserve the line of David’s 

succession on the throne for the sake of His Son.   

 

2.  There was even a time when the king of Israel joined together with the king of 

Syria to take over the kingdom of Judah and put another man on the throne, and 
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that during the time when one of the wicked kings of Judah – Ahaz – was 

reigning, but the Lord would not allow it.   

a.  The people of Judah were so certain that these kingdoms were going to 

succeed that they lost heart:  “When it was reported to the house of David, 

saying, ‘The Arameans have camped in Ephraim,’ his heart and the hearts of 

his people shook as the trees of the forest shake with the wind” (Isa. 7:2).   

b.  But the Lord sent His prophet Isaiah to encourage them with a message that 

He would preserve David’s seed and that He would raise up for them the 

Messiah, “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign:  Behold, a virgin 

will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel” (Isa. 

7:14).   

c.  Again, the Lord was faithful to His promise.   

 

C.  Finally, let’s consider why God fulfilled this promise to David.   

1.  First and most obviously, it was because the Lord can’t lie.   

a.  “Paul, a bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith of 

those chosen of God and the knowledge of the truth which is according to 

godliness, in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised 

long ages ago” (Titus 1:2).   

b.  When God makes a promise, He must fulfill it.   

 

2.  But second, why did He make this promise to David?   

a.  He did so for the sake of His Son, since it was His sovereign good pleasure to 

bring His Son through the line of David, as we’ve seen.   

(i)  Christ was to descend from David that He might have legal right to his 

throne.   

(ii)  Mary, His mother, was descended from David’s son, Nathan, as we see 

in Luke 3.  This means that Jesus was a son of David, because of His 

physical connection with Mary, though He had no right to the throne 

through this line.   

(iii)  But He was also the legal heir of Joseph, who, according to Matthew 1, 

was in the line of the Davidic kings.   

(a)  Even though Jesus wasn’t physically related to Joseph – since He was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit – He was legally related to him, since 

Mary was his wife at the time He was conceived – they were only 

engaged at that time, but that engagement constituted marriage, so that 

to break that engagement, Joseph would have had to divorce her.   

(b)  Jesus didn’t need to be Joseph’s natural son to be his heir.   

(1)  According to God’s Law, a brother might take his deceased 

brother’s wife and raise up a legal heir for him even though that son 

would not be physically related to his brother.   

(2)  Joseph was the direct heir to the throne of David, and Christ, being 

legally his first-born son, was Joseph’s heir.   

(3)  The Holy Spirit built up the house of David by giving Joseph and 

Mary a legal heir to the throne – one who was absolutely perfect.   
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b.  It was the Father’s good pleasure sovereignly to bring His Son through 

David’s line, and so He made David this promise, and He faithfully fulfilled 

it.   

 

III.  Application.   

A.  Now, why did God graciously and sovereignly purpose to bring His Son into the 

world to sit on David’s throne?   

1.  First, He brought Jesus into the world to save His people.   

2.  But He also brought Him into the world to rule over them.   

a.  The Father has given Him authority over everything on earth – over all kings, 

governments, as well as the hearts of all men, and authority over all the 

events that take place on earth.   

b.  He has invested Him with this power and authority to rule and overrule all 

things for the good of His kingdom, His church.   

c.  In other words, Jesus sits on the throne not only in fulfillment of God’s 

promise to David, but also to ensure that His promises of redemption and 

provision to each one of us would be fulfilled.   

d.  “For as many as are the promises of God, in Him they are yes; therefore also 

through Him is our Amen to the glory of God through us” (2 Cor. 1:20).   

 

B.  And through Jesus Christ, the Father will also be faithful to fulfill all of His 

promises to us in Christ.   

1.  If we trust Him, He will take care of all our needs.   

a.  The Lord said, “Do not worry then, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will 

we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear for clothing?’  For the Gentiles eagerly 

seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these 

things.  But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things 

will be added to you.  So do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will 

care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own” (Matt. 6:31-34).   

b.  We don’t need to worry that our needs or the needs of our family will be met, 

as long as we are putting the Lord first, seeking to do His work, honoring 

Him, trusting Him.   

 

2.  If we love Him, He has promised to work all our difficult situations together for 

good.   

a.  “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those 

who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose” (Rom. 

8:28).   

b.  Whatever you are faced with, if you have been called by God into His 

kingdom – with the evidence that you love Him – then you can know that He 

will work those situations together for good in your life because He is 

faithful.   

 

3.  He will finish the work He started in us, because He is faithful.   

a.  “For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you 

will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 1:6).   
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b.  The Lord won’t let you go:  He sovereignly chose you and brought you into 

His kingdom; He won’t let you fall away or allow anything to take you away 

from Him.   

c.  “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 

nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 

any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, 

which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:38-39).   

d.  The Lord is faithful to His people.   

 

4.  But don’t forget that He is also faithful to do what He threatened to those who 

won’t repent and turn to His Son.   

a.  “If we endure, we will also reign with Him; if we deny Him, He also will 

deny us; if we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself” 

(2 Tim. 2:12-13).   

b.  If you deny that you are a sinner and refuse to trust in His Son, He will be 

faithful to administer justice for your sins, giving you what you deserve:  hell.   

c.  But if, on the other hand, you confess your sins, and turn from them to Christ, 

He will forgive you and graciously grant you these blessings.  John writes, “If 

we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in 

us.  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins 

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:8-9).   

d.  If you haven’t trusted in the Lord, do so now and receive the forgiveness of 

your sins and eternal life.  Amen.   


