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Grace OPC High School Sunday Class Teaching Notes 
Year:     1 of 4  Date:  10/19/2003 
Quarter: 1 of 4 Theology 
Lesson Title: God's Decree - part 2 
Lesson Purpose: To consider God's eternal decree in relation to the salvation of the elect, 

the reprobation of the lost, how we should handle the doctrine and the 
response it should find in our hearts. 

 

1. Introduction 
What did we see on this subject last time? 

q God from all eternity, did, by the most wise and holy counsel of His own will, freely, and unchangeably ordain 
whatsoever comes to pass. 

q He is not the author of sin and does not make anyone do anything they do not want to do. 
q God did not have to make His plan and did not need to do so.  Neither did He look into the future and see what would 

happen, then make this His plan.  Had any of these situations been true, He would not be the God of the Bible. 
q God’s decree includes the unchangeable eternal destiny of men and angels, as individuals. 
q We know something of God’s decree from His Word.  We know that anything else is His decree as it comes to pass.  He 

has chosen not to reveal all of His purposes to us but we know they are all holy and wise and good. 

This week, we will look more closely at God’s decree in respect of the salvation of His people, 
the reprobation of the lost, how we should handle this doctrine and the response we should find 
to it in our hearts. 

2. God’s Decree of His People’s Salvation (WCF 3.5) 
Those whom God predestined to salvation from fallen mankind, He chose in Christ (i.e. to 
benefit from Christ’s saving work in the place of sinners by being united with Him) for 
everlasting glory in heaven before the world began, according to His secret, unchangeable and 
eternal decree. 

Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, 
that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  
Ephesians 1:11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who 
works all things after the counsel of His will,  
2 Timothy 1:9 God…. has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according 
to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity,  
1 Thessalonians 5:9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ,  

This choice was not based upon any merit whatsoever in the creature, or upon anything that 
God foresaw that the creature would do, or on any other constraint laid upon God.  Rather, it 
arose purely from His unmerited favor (grace) and love to the creature 

Romans 9:11 for though the twins were not yet born and had not done anything good or bad, so that God’s 
purpose according to His choice would stand, not because of works but because of Him who calls, 12 it was said 
to her, “THE OLDER WILL SERVE THE YOUNGER.” 13 Just as it is written, “JACOB I LOVED, BUT ESAU I HATED.”  
Romans 9:16 So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has 
mercy.  
Ephesians 1:4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and 
blameless before Him. In love  
Ephesians 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 
not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  

The reason God acted in this way was entirely for His own glory 
Ephesians 1:6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  
Ephesians 1:12 to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ would be to the praise of His glory.  

3. God’s Decree and the Means of His People’s Salvation (WCF 3.6) 
God did not simply decree that His people would be saved – He was also careful to decree all 
the helps and means to secure that salvation, including: 

q Redemption in Christ 
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1 Peter 1:2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey 
Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure.  
2 Thessalonians 2:13 But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because 
God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.  

q Effectual calling to faith in Christ by His Spirit, Justification, Adoption, Sanctification 
(WCF 10,11,12,13) 

Romans 8:30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and 
these whom He justified, He also glorified.  

q Keeping by His power, through faith, to salvation 
1 Peter 1:5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last 
time.  

These means are extended to none other than the elect of God. 
John 6:64 “But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were 
who did not believe, and who it was that would betray Him. 65 And He was saying, “For this reason I have said to 
you, that no one can come to Me unless it has been granted him from the Father.”  
John 10:26 “But you do not believe because you are not of My sheep.  
John 8:47 “He who is of God hears the words of God; for this reason you do not hear them, because you are not 
of God.”  
1 John 2:19 They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have 
remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown that they all are not of us.  

4. God’s Decree and the Reprobation of the Lost (WCF 3.7) 
The rest of mankind, God passes by, leaving them according to His decree to receive the due 
punishment for their sin.  Since they are not effectually called, they remain rebels at heart, 
unwilling and unable to turn from their sins and trust in Christ. 
Again, the motivation is the glory of God.  In this case, the praise of His justice rather than of 
His grace. 
 
This is not an easy doctrine for many to accept.  However, it is clearly taught in Scripture, puts 
man in his proper place in relation to God and does lead to God’s glory, rather than man’s. 

Romans 9:17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “FOR THIS VERY PURPOSE I RAISED YOU UP, TO DEMONSTRATE MY 
POWER IN YOU, AND THAT MY NAME MIGHT BE PROCLAIMED THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE EARTH.” 18 So then He has 
mercy on whom He desires, and He hardens whom He desires.  
Romans 9:21 Or does not the potter have a right over the clay, to make from the same lump one vessel for 
honorable use and another for common use? 22 What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to 
make His power known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction?  
1 Peter 2:8 and, “A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE”; for they stumble because they are disobedient 
to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed.  
2 Timothy 2:19 Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, “The Lord knows those who 
are His,” and, “Everyone who names the name of the Lord is to abstain from wickedness.” 20 Now in a large 
house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also vessels of wood and of earthenware, and some to 
honor and some to dishonor.  
Jude 1:4 For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this 
condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master 
and Lord, Jesus Christ.  

5. How should we handle this Doctrine and how should our hearts respond 
to it? (WCF 3.8) 

We need to handle this doctrine carefully.  We do not know whom God has chosen and cannot 
treat one unbeliever differently than another because we believe them to be potentially elect or 
not. 
 
Some say this doctrine makes evangelism a waste of time, since God will save His elect 
anyway.  How do we answer this?  By pointing out that God uses means such as the preaching 
of the Gospel to save the lost, and that He has commanded us to preach the Good News to 
every creature. 
 
Some say we should only preach the Gospel to the elect.  How do we answer them?  By 
pointing out that the Gospel is freely offered to all in Scripture.  “Many are called, few are 



 y1q1w8Decree2TN.doc 
 

Page 3 of 3 

chosen”, “Whosoever will may come”.  So we call all to repentance and God makes that call 
effectual in His elect.  Our preaching the Gospel is never without effect – it increases the 
condemnation of the lost as well as being used in the salvation of the elect. 
 
We are not to second-guess the eternal decree of God but obey His commands in Scripture. 
We look to the evidences in our lives that we are the children of God – the fruit of the Spirit, 
the love of God for who He is, the love of His Word, hatred of sin, desires for holiness, 
righteousness and fellowship, prayer etc.  Once we see these things, we can be assured that we 
are elect and that all the certain blessings of God’s chosen people are ours.  Then we are 
humbled and astonished by the grace of our glorious God.  We find ourselves praising God and 
making more strenuous efforts to overcome sin and to live for His glory 

6. Conclusions 
q Those God predestined to be His people, He chose in Christ before the world began, 

that they might inherit heaven. 
q This choice arose only from God’s free grace and did not depend at all on anything in 

the creature. 
q The reason God does this is for the praise of His glorious grace 
q God also decreed the means by which His elect would be saved – redemption, 

justification, adoption, sanctification and keeping by His power through faith 
q The remainder of mankind God passes by.  They are left to receive the due penalty for 

their sins as rebels and God haters.  Although they may be called to repentance, they do 
not want God and love their sins to much to leave them. 

q The reason God does this is for the praise of His justice 
q We need to be careful in the way we handle this doctrine, since many have 

misunderstood them and been led into unhelpful extremes.  Rightly handled, they bring 
thrilling, heartwarming comfort and consolation to the child of God. 


