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Grace OPC High School Sunday Class Teaching Notes 
Year:     1 of 4  Date:  10/12/2003 
Quarter: 1 of 4 Theology 
Lesson Title: God's Decree - part 1 
Lesson Purpose: To consider what is meant by God's eternal decree, what it is like, what it 

includes and how we can know it. 
 

1. Introduction 
We have understood the inspiration and authority of Scriptures and have considered the being 
and the character of the God Who is revealed in them. 
Now we will look at the reason why all things in the universe come to pass.  We call this God’s 
decree or God’s plan. 

2. What is God’s Decree? (WCF 3.1) 
God from all eternity, did, by the most wise and holy counsel of His own will, freely, and 
unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pass:  

Ephesians 1:11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who 
works all things after the counsel of His will,  
Hebrews 6:17 In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the 
unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath,  
Romans 9:18 So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He hardens whom He desires.  

God’s decree is His plan, in which He has determined everything that will come to pass. 
Given what we know of the being and character of God, what kind of plan must His decree be? 

q When did God make His plan?  This is a trick question, because God exists outside of 
time.  There has never been a time when this plan did not exist.  So we say He did this 
from all eternity. 

q It is a wise and holy plan – a good plan, a plan in which has God’s glory as its main 
purpose.  

q It arises solely from within God as a part of His being and not in response to any need 
or outward persuasion.  If God needed to make the plan or was obliged to do so, He 
would not be God since He would not be self-sufficient or all-powerful.   

q It cannot be changed – why not?  If God’s plan could be changed, it would mean that 
He was not God.  A change in His plan without His permission would mean He was not 
omnipotent.  A change that He made to His own plan would mean that He was not 
omniscient. 

q God’s plan also encompasses all things.  If it did not do so, He would not be God, 
because there would be things in His creation acting outside of His purpose and control. 

If God’s decree extends to all things that take place, did God decree sin in the creation?  The 
answer must be yes, or else God would not be God, because something would have happened 
that was outside His control.  However, we know from Scripture that God could not be the 
author of sin: 

James 1:13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by 
evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.  
1 John 1:5 This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is Light, and in Him 
there is no darkness at all.  

So sin entered the creation by God’s decree but God can not be to blame for it.  Stated another 
way we could say, He would not be God because He would not be good and He would have 
lied in revealing Himself to be holy and pure.  Neither in executing His decree does God make 
people do things against their will.  Rather, they act freely as they please and according to their 
desires, but at the same time they are doing the things that God has decreed should take place.  
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Therefore they are fully accountable for their actions.  Scriptures such as the following make 
this clear.   

Proverbs 16:33 The lot is cast into the lap, But its every decision is from the LORD.  
John 19:11 Jesus answered, “You would have no authority over Me, unless it had been given you from above; 
for this reason he who delivered Me to you has the greater sin.”  
Acts 2:23 this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross 
by the hands of godless men and put Him to death.  
Acts 4:27 “For truly in this city there were gathered together against Your holy servant Jesus, whom You 
anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28 to do whatever 
Your hand and Your purpose predestined to occur.  

Those who crucified Christ did what they wanted to do, but acted according to God’s 
predetermined plan. 

3. How does God make His plan (WCF 3.2) 
Some believe that God looks into the future and then decrees what He foresees will happen.  He 
certainly does see all things that will take place, and even all things that would take place under 
every possible set of undecreed circumstances.   

1 Samuel 23:11 “Will the men of Keilah surrender me into his hand? Will Saul come down just as Your servant 
has heard? O LORD God of Israel, I pray, tell Your servant.” And the LORD said, “He will come down.” 12 Then 
David said, “Will the men of Keilah surrender me and my men into the hand of Saul?” And the LORD said, “They 
will surrender you.”  
Matthew 11:21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles had occurred in Tyre and 
Sidon which occurred in you, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 “Nevertheless I say 
to you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment than for you. 23 “And you, Capernaum, 
will not be exalted to heaven, will you? You will descend to Hades; for if the miracles had occurred in Sodom 
which occurred in you, it would have remained to this day.  

Nevertheless, He did not form His decree by simple foresight.  This could not be true, because 
then He would not have determined the future but simply predicted the actions of His creatures 
– the future would be out of His control and He would not then be all powerful.  The scriptures 
clearly teach that God does not formulate His plan based on the foreseen actions of the 
creature: 

Romans 9:11 for though the twins were not yet born and had not done anything good or bad, so that God’s 
purpose according to His choice would stand, not because of works but because of Him who calls, 12 it was said 
to her, “THE OLDER WILL SERVE THE YOUNGER.” 13 Just as it is written, “JACOB I LOVED, BUT ESAU I HATED.” 14 
What shall we say then? There is no injustice with God, is there? May it never be! 15 For He says to Moses, “I 
WILL HAVE MERCY ON WHOM I HAVE MERCY, AND I WILL HAVE COMPASSION ON WHOM I HAVE COMPASSION.” 16 So then 
it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy. 17 For the Scripture 
says to Pharaoh, “FOR THIS VERY PURPOSE I RAISED YOU UP, TO DEMONSTRATE MY POWER IN YOU, AND THAT MY 
NAME MIGHT BE PROCLAIMED THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE EARTH.” 18 So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and 
He hardens whom He desires.  

4. Does God ordain the eternal destiny of men and angels (WCF 3.3, 3.4)? 
God’s decree also includes the eternal destiny of men and angels 

1 Timothy 5:21 I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of His chosen angels, to 
maintain these principles without bias, doing nothing in a spirit of partiality.  
Matthew 25:41 “Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire 
which has been prepared for the devil and his angels;  
Romans 9:22 What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known, endured 
with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction? 23 And He did so to make known the riches of His 
glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory,  
Ephesians 1:5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind 
intention of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  

Indeed, His decree unchangeably determines, at the level of each individual, what their eternal 
destiny will be, heaven or hell.  God hasn’t simply determined to save a number of mankind on 
a first come, first served basis.  He has known from all eternity those men, women, boys and 
girls He would save and those He would leave to the punishment of their sin. 

2 Timothy 2:19 Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, “The Lord knows those who 
are His,” and, “Everyone who names the name of the Lord is to abstain from wickedness.”  
John 13:18 “I do not speak of all of you. I know the ones I have chosen; but it is that the Scripture may be 
fulfilled, ‘HE WHO EATS MY BREAD HAS LIFTED UP HIS HEEL AGAINST ME.’  
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5. Do we know what God’s plan is?  If so, how? 
Some of it we know - He has revealed it in His Word: 

q He created all things for His glory. 
q Of all fallen man, He has chosen to save some. 
q He sent His Son to do so. 
q Others He chose to pass over. 
q His Son was put to death in the place of the elect. 
q He rose again, He ascended. 
q He will return to judge the living and the dead. 
q This earth will be destroyed by fire. 
q Devil and his angels to be thrown into fiery lake. 
q There will be a new heavens and a new earth. 
q Sin will be done away with…. etc. 

Some of His plan God has chosen not to reveal to us.  We can only know that it is His plan 
when it actually takes place.  Like this lesson! 
Nevertheless, we know that it is all holy and wise and good. 

Deuteronomy 29:29 “The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to 
our sons forever, that we may observe all the words of this law.  

 

6. Conclusions 
q God from all eternity, did, by the most wise and holy counsel of His own will, freely, 

and unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pass. 
q He is not the author of sin and does not make anyone do anything they do not want to 

do. 
q God did not have to make His plan and did not need to do so.  Neither did He look into 

the future and see what would happen, then make this His plan.  Had any of these 
situations been true, He would not be the God of the Bible. 

q God’s decree includes the unchangeable eternal destiny of men and angels, as 
individuals. 

q We know something of God’s decree from His Word.  We know that anything else is 
His decree as it comes to pass.  He has chosen not to reveal all of His purposes to us but 
we know they are all holy and wise and good. 


