
”God’s Election of Infants, Part 2” 
(Luke 18: 15-17) 

Introduction: Two Lord’s Day evenings ago, we were looking at what 
the Bible has to say about how the sin of Adam affected all his 
posterity and particularly how it affected infants dying in infancy. 
We have seen that every child born into the world is liable to God’s 
wrath and that He may justly sentence any infant to hell on the 
basis of Adam’s sin. Adam’s transgression plunged the whole human 
race into the sentence of death and damnation. But we have also 
seen from the present passage, that God does not necessarily leave 
every infant who dies in infancy to the consequences of that sin. 
God is able through the use of means and apart from the use of means 
to bring about whatever He pleases. When God saves, He normally 
does so through the means of the preaching of the Gospel, and that 
is why He issues the command to ”GO INTO ALL THE WORLD AND PREACH 
THE GOSPEL TO ALL CREATION. HE WHO HAS BELIEVED AND HAS BEEN 
BAPTIZED SHALL BE SAVED; BUT HE WHO HAS DISBELIEVED SHALL BE 
CONDEMNED” (Mark 16:15-16). But the Bible also gives us indication 
that God does indeed sometimes save apart from the use of means, 
such as in the case of some children dying in infancy. 

In the present passage, the Old Covenant people of God were 
bringing their babies to Jesus so that He might lay His hands upon 
them. His disciples thought that this was a nuisance to Jesus, so 
they tried to hinder them. But Jesus called for them and said, 
”PERMIT THE CHILDREN TO COME TO ME AND DO NOT FORBID THEM, FOR OF 
SUCH IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD.” From the context we can see that not 
only was Jesus saying that one had to have the faith of a child to 
enter the kingdom, but that the kingdom even belonged to such as 
these infants, these babies that could not think or reason, and 
could certainly not respond to the Gospel of Christ. And yet Jesus 
says of them, ”OF SUCH IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD.” But according to 
Jesus, one must be born again to even see the kingdom of God, not to 
speak of entering it. To quote again what Calvin wrote concerning 
the subject, ”He declares that he wishes to receive children; and at 
length, taking them in his arms, he not only embraces, but blesses 
them by the laying on of hands; from which we infer that his grace 
is extended even to those who are of that age. And no wonder; for 
since the whole race of Adam is shut up under the sentence of death, 
all from the least even to the greatest must perish, except those 
who are rescued by the only Redeemer” (Harmony 2 : 3 9 0 ) .  
be saved except by the Son of God. And the fact that Jesus calls 
for the babies, embraces them, lays His hands on them and blesses 
them, saying that to such belongs the kingdom of God, indicates that 
not only those who become like children in their faith, but also 
some from the babies themselves, possess the kingdom of God. And, 
as we see from the context, this specifically applies to the 
children of the covenant. And so what I want you to see in this 
text this morning is, 

No one can 

It is more likely that children born into covenant 
households will be regenerated and saved by Christ. 

First, I want you to see that it is more likely that a child 
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I. 

born into a covenant household is elect than one born outside, 
and second, the fact that they are born into covenant households 
does not guarantee their salvation. 
It Is More Likely That Children Born into Covenant Households 
Are Elect. We cannot know how many are elect and how many are 
not. But I do believe that we have Biblical warrant to conclude 
that the chances of their being elect are greater when they are 
born into covenant households. 
A. To the Children of the Covenant Belong Many Great Promises 

and Privileges. 
1.  Paul wrote that being in the Old Testament covenant 

community brought many advantages. He says that to 
them, ”BELONGS THE ADOPTION AS SONS AND THE GLORY AND 
THE COVENANTS AND THE GIVING OF THE LAW AND THE TEMPLE 
SERVICE AND THE PROMISES, WHOSE ARE THE FATHERS, AND 
FROM WHOM IS THE CHRIST ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, WHO IS 
OVER ALL, GOD BLESSED FOREVER. AMEN” (Rom. 9:4-5). 
These same promises and privileges are also for our 
covenant children today. 

2. 

a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

h. 

i. 

J-. 

They have the adoption into the covenant of God, so that 
they are the children of the covenant. This does not 
mean that they are the children of God in a saving sense, 
but that they have the privileges of the covenant. 
They have the glory of God in their midst, not in a 
temple made of stone, but in the hearts and lives of 
their covenant parents. They can see the effects of 
God’s presence in their household. 
They are heirs of the covenants of God, that is they 
belong to the covenant community and have the sign of the 
covenant applied to them in baptism even as the male 
children of the Old Covenant were circumcised. 
They have the Law of God, which is the revelation of 
His most holy will, to show them their need of 
Christ, to restrain their sin, and to guide them in 
the paths of righteousness. 
They have the public worship service of God, even as 
the children of the Old Covenant had the divine 
worship of the Temple service, where they can hear 
the Word of God preached and praise and prayers 
being lifted in faith. 
They are the heirs of the promises of God, sealed to 
them in baptism, which included salvation and all of 
the benefits of Christ, if they will embrace Him by faith. 
They have the same fathers of the faith, in Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, and all of those whom the Lord has 
raised up to carry forth His will, for they are in 
that covenant which is the fulfillment of all of His 
gracious covenants. 
And they are also members of that community from 
which Christ arose. Christ came, not only from the 
Jewish covenant people, but from those who were 
faithful Jews, the true children of Abraham. Of 
such also is the New Testament church. 
These are tremendous privileges and promises that 
those who are outside the covenant do not possess. 
These also include the means by which the Lord 
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convicts and brings to salvation, when they are 
exercised on behalf of the children by the parents. 

k. And seeing that God normally converts within the 
arena of His covenant grace, it is more likely that 
the children of the covenant are elect since God 
placed them there to partake of these advantages. 

1. But tragically, many covenant parents do not take 
full advantage of these privileges on behalf of 
their children, and they are deprived of them. 

m. And so the children of the covenant have many 
privileges and promises. 

B. Secondly, God Deals with Families and Not Just with 
Individuals throughout all of the History of His Church. 
1.  He says to Abraham, ”AND I WILL ESTABLISH MY COVENANT 

BETWEEN ME AND YOU AND YOUR DESCENDANTS AFTER YOU 
THROUGHOUT THEIR GENERATIONS FOR AN EVERLASTING 
COVENANT, TO BE GOD TO YOU AND TO YOUR DESCENDANTS AFTER 
YOU” (Gen. 17:7). 

2. God established His covenant not only with Abraham, but 
with his descendants, from which all of 
people came, excepting a limited number 

3. And Peter, speaking of the same promise 
of the New Covenant, says, ”REPENT, AND 
BE BAPTIZED IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST 

OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. FOR THE PROMISE IS 
FORGIVENESS OF YOUR SINS; AND YOU SHALL 

God’ s covenant 
of proselytes. 
to the children 
LET EACH OF YOU 
FOR THE 
RECEIVE THE GIFT 
FOR YOU AND YOUR 

CHILDREN, AND FOR ALL WHO ARE FAR OFF, AS MANY AS THE 
LORD OUR GOD SHALL CALL TO HIMSELF” (Acts 2:38-39). 

4. Here again, the promise is for those who believe and for 

5. In the New Covenant, the children of the covenant 
their chi ldren. 

still occupy a place of privilege. 

C. Thirdly, There Is Evidence in Scripture of Children Born in 
the Covenant that Were Regenerated in Infancy. 
1.  It is quite possible that David’s infant son who was 

born through his adulterous relationship with Bathsheba 
may have been saved. 
a. When his son died, David said, ”I SHALL GO TO HIM, 

BUT HE WILL NOT RETURN TO ME” (2 Sam. 12:23). 
b. We know that David was redeemed, a man after God’s 

own heart . 
c. It is possible that David was referring to more than 

the fact that he would simply go to the grave with 
his son. 

d. He may have understood somehow that his son was in 
fact saved. 

2. It Is Also Very Likely that John the Baptist in the Womb 
of His Mother, Leaping for Joy at the Presence of 
Christ, Who Was yet in the Womb of Mary, Was Regenerated 
and Saved. 
a. When Mary entered the room with Elizabeth and 

greeted her, John leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth 
was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied with 
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a loud voice. 

have today at the presence of Christ. 

having exercised saving faith. 

b. His response as an infant is more than most people 

c. But this shows that a baby might be saved apart from 

D. And Let Us not Forget that in Our Text These Were not Simply 
Children that Were Being Brought to Jesus, But the Children 
of the Covenant. 
1.  Israel was the Old Testament church, the Old Covenant 

2. The believing Jews were bringing their children to 

3. It was to these that Christ said that the kingdom 

4. And it is indisputably the case that a greater 

community of believers. 

Christ to receive His blessing. 

belongs. 

percentage of those who exercise saving faith in Christ 
have come from covenant homes, rather than non-covenant 
homes. 

belong to such as these babies. 
a. 

5. It is in this way that the kingdom of God may be said to 

Some of them were God's chosen people and would be 
quickened by the sovereign working of the Spirit in 
the years to come. 

b. Some of them, never having exercised saving faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, were yet quickened by the 
Spirit and united to Christ in the womb, or at some 
point after that, but before Jesus made this 
declaration of them. 

of Christ, in the same way that we are, except they 
did not exercise faith in Christ, but rather were 
given a new heart so that if they did live to years, 
they would embrace the Savior immediately when they 
heard and understood the Gospel. 

c. In this second case, they were saved by the merits 

6. And so there is strong encouragement from the Scriptures 
that the Lord deals more directly in covenant households 
in the salvation of their children than in households 
that are far from the grace of God, although we should 
not rule out that God may have elected some from those 
households as well. 

11. However, We Must Also Realize that Being Born into a Covenant 
Household Does Not Guarantee that the Child Will Be Saved, for 
Many Covenant Children Have Grown Up and Died in an 
Unregenerate State. 
A. Look at the Biblical Example of Abraham's Children, Ishmael 

and Isaac. 
1.  Both were in the covenant as revealed by the fact that 

they both received the covenant sign. 
2. But it is clear in Scripture that Ishmael was not one of 

God's elect. Paul writes, "FOR IT IS WRITTEN THAT 
ABRAHAM HAD TWO SONS, ONE BY THE BONDWOMAN AND ONE BY 
THE FREE WOMAN. BUT THE SON BY THE BONDWOMAN WAS BORN 
ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, AND THE SON BY THE FREE WOMAN 
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B. 

C. 

n. 

E. 

THROUGH THE PROMISE” (Gal. 4: 22-23). 
3. In Galatians, God’s children are called the ch 

the promise, while those who aren’t are called 
children of the flesh. 

ldren of 
the 

Look as well at the children of Isaac, Jacob and E au . 
1.  Remember the biblical commentary in Romans 9:lO-13, ”AND NOT 

ONLY THIS, BUT THERE WAS REBEKAH ALSO, WHEN SHE HAD CONCEIVED 
TWINS BY ONE MAN, OUR FATHER ISAAC; FOR THOUGH THE TWINS WERE 
NOT YET BORN, AND HAD NOT DONE ANYTHING GOOD OR BAD, IN ORDER 
THAT GOD’S PURPOSE ACCORDING TO HIS CHOICE MIGHT STAND, NOT 
BECAUSE OF WORKS, BUT BECAUSE OF HIM WHO CALLS, IT WAS SAID 
TO HER, ’THE OLDER WILL SERVE THE YOUNGER.’ JUST AS IT IS 
WRITTEN, ’JACOB I LOVED, BUT ESAU I HATED. ” 

was never loved of God in that way. He experienced the 
benevolence of God, in that God blessed him and made of 
him a great nation, but he was never the recipient of 
God’s electing love from all eternity. Esau lived and 
died as an enemy of God, though he was born in a 
covenant household. 

2. Jacob was loved with the love of God’s election. Esau 

The same holds true of the nation of Israel as a whole that 
came from the loins of the child of promise, Isaac. 
1.  Paul writes, ”FOR THEY ARE NOT ALL ISRAEL WHO ARE 

DESCENDED FROM ISRAEL; NEITHER ARE THEY ALL CHILDREN 
BECAUSE THEY ARE ABRAHAM’S DESCENDANTS, BUT: ’THROUGH 
ISAAC YOUR DESCENDANTS WILL BE NAMED.’ THAT IS, IT IS 
NOT THE CHILDREN OF THE FLESH WHO ARE CHILDREN OF GOD, 
BUT THE CHILDREN OF THE PROMISE ARE REGARDED AS 
DESCENDANTS” (Rom. 9: 6-8). 

2. The nation of Israel which came from the loins of Jacob, 
Isaac’s son, were not all children of promise, for many 
of them perished as well. 

Abraham’s, Isaac’s, nor Jacob’s children were the 
children of the promise, and neither will our’s 
necessar i l y be. 
Many more examples may be multiplied. 
a. Adam’s son Abel was the Lord’s, but Cain was not. 
b. All of the elect and reprobate came from the loins 

c. David’s son Absalom also demonstrated himself to be 

d. Samuel the prophet’s sons did not walk in his ways. 

3. These examples at once tell us that not all of 

4. 

of Adam who was in God’s covenant of grace. 

reprobate . 

5. Rather, only those chosen by God are reckoned as the 
children of Abraham. 

And look at those who have raised their families in the 
church. 
1.  Experience and observation tells us that not all of them 

2. Neither will they all be saved. 
have been saved. 

Furthermore, this distinction must hold true irregardless of 
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whether the child dies in infancy or in the fullness of years. 
1.  Some argue that since children in the covenant are said to be 

holy to the Lord, it would be unthinkable that God could send 
such a child to hell when they die. 

2. But all would agree that that holiness which is the infant’s 
in the covenant is a separation from the world into the 
covenant community of God and in no way guarantees their 
sal va t i on. 
a. Some covenantally holy children do grow up and break 

the covenant of God. Not all of them are elect. 
b. And so we should not think it impossible that a covenant 

child dying in infancy might not be elect and that they 
might suffer the consequences of Adam’s guilt. 
They are as guilty of Adam’s sin as any other child 
born outside the covenant, unless God intervenes. 

3. Some further argue that if a child dies before he or she 
has demonstrated themselves to be a covenant breaker 
that they are still in the covenant and therefore saved. 

4. But covenant breaking does not cause a child to lose 
their salvation, it only makes it clear that they never 
had saving faith in the Lord in the first place. 

5. No, though it is more likely that a child born into the 
covenant is of God’s elect, that does not guarantee that 
they will be saved. 
a. This can give to us a greater hope that our children 

b. But I don’t believe that the Scripture gives to us 

c. 

dying in infancy are saved by Christ. 

an infallible hope that they necessarily are. 

I I I .  Use: 
A .  This warns us not to assume that our children are 

necessarily regenerated and saved, simply because they were 
born into covenant households. 
1.  Traditionally there are three views on how we ought to 

treat our children when they are born into the covenant. 
a. First, we should assume that all of our covenant 

children are regenerated and saved by Christ. 
b. Second, we should treat them as if they were 

regenerate until they demonstrate themselves not to 
be so by some overt act of covenant breaking. 

c. Or thirdly, that we should assume that our children 
are not regenerated until we see evidence to the 
contrary, that is, until we see the evidence in 
their lives of true saving faith and repentance. 

2. The first two views are frought with peril for your children. 

grace of God coming into the world, then you will 
never allow yourself to entertain the thought that 
they are not truly saved, thus disregarding the 
teaching of the Bible that all died in Adam. If 
your children die as children of the covenant, never 
having exercised saving faith in Christ, then they 
are lost, unless God in His grace saves them while 
in infancy by His sovereign mercy. 

a. If you count them as Christians, regenerated by the 

b. And if you assume that they are born again until 



7 

3. 

proven otherwise, and lead them to believe the same, 
they may live their whole lives in the church and 
end up in hell simply because they never became an 
overt covenant breaker. 
ti) They may never become covenant breakers, but 

neither were they taught to examine their 
hearts to see if the grace of God was there. 

tii) The common benevolence of God in restraining sin can 
make one outwardly look like a Christian, while 
inwardly their hearts are unchanged. 

regenerate from the womb. 

case since most children of believers 
experience regeneration as they come to years, 
leading them to believe that they are when they 
in fact are not, could lead to their damnation. 

tiii) Yes it is possible that they are saved, even 

tiv) But if they are not, which is most often the 

It is safer by far to assume that our children are not 
regenerate until proven otherwise. 
a. This calls us to take very special care that we 

pray for our children and carefully examine their 
lives to see whether Christ is being formed in them. 

exercising daily repentance from their sins and 
faith in Christ. 

the facts of the Gospel. 

of saving grace in their lives, that is, a true and 
lively faith which is expressed by a love for the 
Savior and the things of God which supersedes all 
worldly infatuations. 

b. We should also teach them of the necessity of 

c. We should not be satisfied if they simply believe 

d. But we should not rest until we see the true marks 

B. Secondly, this exhorts you who are in God’s covenant 
community to use the means of grace at your disposal on 
behalf of your children that they might come to Christ. 
1.  Let them know of the special care that God takes with 

them since they are the children of His covenant. 
2. Let them see how the presence of God in your life makes 

a difference in the way that you live. They should be 
able to notice a remarkable difference between the way 
that you conduct your life and how your unregenerate 
neighbor 1 ives. 

3. Tell them about God’s covenant faithfulness in His many 
gracious covenants that He has made with His people. 

4. Teach them the Law of God; tell them that this is the 
righteous standard that God requires; show them that it 
is impossible for them to do so and that they need 
Christ; also tell them of the need of pleasing God by 
walking according to those commandments and do the same 
yourself as an example to them. 

of God is preached, where they can observe the 
sacraments being administered, and where they can see 
many of God’s people lifting up their hearts and desires 

5. Take them to the public worship service where the Word 
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unto God in faith. 

to them in their baptism, and remind them of the need of 
faith and repentance in order to receive what was 
promised. 

7. Let them know of God’s wonderful covenant faithfulness to the 
heroes of our faith who are their spiritual fathers as well. 

8. But especially, declare to them the wonderful news of 
Christ, and all that He has done to secure their 
salvation, and urge upon them the need to flee unto Him, 
not to rest in their upbringing or their baptism or 
anything else to save them short of Christ. 

9. And pray for them daily. Let them hear you bombarding 
the throne of grace for mercy on their behalf. Let your 
earnestness convict their hearts that they might look to 
Jesus in whom alone is salvation. 

nothing unless you use them. Use them diligently and 
pray that God would have mercy on your children, and 
that they may stand before God on the day of His 
judgment, clothed in the righteousness of Christ. Amen. 

6. Tell them of the wonderful promises that God has sealed 

10. These wonderful privileges and promises will mean 


