
”God’s Election of Infants” 
(Luke 18: 15-16) 

Introduction: Last week we were looking at what the Bible tells us 
concerning the transmission of Adam’s sin. Remember, Adam 
represented each member of the human race in the garden in his 
probation, and as a result of his failure, all of his posterity were 
reckoned guilty in him. Now, at the point of conception, whenever 
God creates the soul of a child, at that very moment, the sin of 
Adam is imputed to that child so that he incurs the guilt of Adam’s 
first sin, along with the consequences of that sin, which are 
corruption and death. As a result, all who are born into the world 
are justly liable to the wrath of God. There is no one from Adam’s 
posterity, descending from him by ordinary generation, who escapes 
these consequences. All are born dead in sin and trespass and all 
are therefore under the wrath of God. 

But the Bible also tells us that Christ came to represent His 
people and to complete the work of redemption for them, and it is 
those who come to Christ in faith and repentance that are saved from 
their sins. This work is ordinarily wrought by the Spirit of God 
who sovereignly changes the heart of His people through the use of 
the means of the Gospel. When the Gospel is preached, the Spirit is 
present sovereignly to quicken unto life those whom the Lord has 
chosen. And this is God’s dealing with all who are capable of 
hearing and understanding the Gospel. 

by the Gospel, such as infants? Last week we saw that every child 
born into the world is liable to God’s wrath and He may justly 
sentence any infant to hell on the basis of Adam’s guilt. But does 
this necessarily mean that every infant is therefore lost in eternal 
perdition if he or she dies in infancy? In other words, does this 
mean that every child that dies prior to its being able to 
understand the Gospel is forever lost? 

The Bible is not explicit on this point, but there are some 
indications of God’s dealings in the matter. When the covenant 
people of Israel, that is, the Old Testament church, wanted to bring 
their babies to Jesus so that He might lay His hands on them to 
bless them, the disciples tried to hinder them. But Jesus called 
for them and said, ”PERMIT THE CHILDREN TO COME TO ME AND DO NOT 
FORBID THEM, FOR OF SUCH IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD.” He was indicating, 
not only that one had to have faith like a child to enter the 
kingdom, but that the kingdom even belongs to such as these infants. 
These were babies. They did not have the faculty of reason, nor 
could they exercise their will in an act of faith in Christ. And 
yet Jesus says of them, ”OF SUCH IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD.” Calvin 
writes, ”He declares that he wishes to receive children; and at 
length, taking them in his arms, he not only embraces, but blesses 
them by the laying on of hands; from which we infer that his grace 
is extended even to those who are of that age. And no wonder; for 
since the whole race of Adam is shut up under the sentence of death, 
all from the least even to the greatest must perish, except those 
who are rescued by the only Redeemer” (Harmony 2 : 3 9 0 ) .  
be saved except by the Son of God. And the fact that Jesus calls 
for the babes, embraces them, lays His hands on them and blesses 

But what about those who are incapable of being outwardly called 

No one can 
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them, saying that to such belongs the kingdom of God, indicates that 
not only those who become like children in their faith, but the 
children themselves, possess the kingdom of God, for those whom 
Christ blesses are indeed blessed. I believe that this has primary 
reference to the children of the covenant, but that it also may 
apply to those outside. We will be looking specifically at the 
condition of covenant children next time, but what I want you to see 
tonight is , 

All elect infants dying in infancy are regenerated and saved by 
the redemptive work of Christ, as well as all other elect persons 
who are incapable of outwardly being called by the Gospel. 

I. When God Saves, He Normally Does so Through the Use of Means. 
A. Generally Speaking, God Does Not Save Any Apart from His 

Ordained Means. But here, we must avoid two errors: 
1.  First, that God saves those whom He has chosen apart 

from the use of means. 
a. This is the hyper-calvinistic error that God will 

save all of His elect without the help of any. 
b. God will bring all of His chosen people to glory and 

He will do so by Himself. 

2. And the second error we must avoid is that God will not 
save any apart from the use of ordinary means. 
a. This means that one must hear the Gospel and respond 

b. But if this is so, then it absolutely excludes all those 
to it in order to be saved. 

who are outwardly incapable of being called by the 
Gospel. 

B. But First, You Must See that when God Saves, He Normally 
Does So by the Means of the Preaching of the Gospel. 
1.  Election does not eliminate the necessity of means. 

a. The question often arises, "If God has chosen whom 
He will save and whom He will not, why should I even 
bother to witness?" 

understand the biblical teaching of God's election. 

DISCIPLES OF ALL THE NATIONS, BAPTIZING THEM IN 
THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON AND THE HOLY 
SPIRIT, TEACHING THEM TO OBSERVE ALL THAT" He 
commanded us (Matt. 28: 19-20). 
ti) In Mark 16: 15, Jesus said, "GO INTO ALL THE 

WORLD AND PREACH THE GOSPEL TO ALL CREATION." 
tii) Why then should we evangelize? The sovereign 

Lord of the universe has commanded us to do 
so. That ends all discussion! 

b. This question only shows that those who ask it do not 

c. For one thing, Jesus commanded us to go "AND MAKE 

d. Secondly, we cannot expect that anyone who is 
capable of understanding the Gospel will ever be 
saved apart from hearing and responding to it. 
ti) The Bible tells us that there is only one 

message of salvation, "AND THERE IS SALVATION 
IN NO ONE ELSE; FOR THERE IS NO OTHER NAME 
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UNDER HEAVEN THAT HAS BEEN GIVEN AMONG MEN, BY 
WHICH WE MUST BE SAVED” (Act. 4: 12). 

understand this Gospel, respond to it in order 
to be saved. Paul writes, ”FOR ’WHOEVER WILL 
CALL UPON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED.’ 
HOW THEN SHALL THEY CALL UPON HIM IN WHOM THEY 
HAVE NOT BELIEVED? AND HOW SHALL THEY BELIEVE 
IN HIM WHOM THEY HAVE NOT HEARD? AND HOW SHALL 
THEY HEAR WITHOUT A PREACHER? AND HOW SHALL 
THEY PREACH UNLESS THEY ARE SENT? JUST AS IT 
IS WRITTEN, ’HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF 
THOSE WHO BRING GLAD TIDINGS OF GOOD THINGS!”’ 
(Rom. 10: 14-15). 

( i i i 1 And again, ”FOR SINCE IN THE WISDOM OF GOD THE 
WORLD THROUGH ITS WISDOM DID NOT COME TO KNOW 
GOD, GOD WAS WELL-PLEASED THROUGH THE 
FOOLISHNESS OF THE MESSAGE PREACHED TO SAVE 
THOSE WHO BELIEVE” (1 Cor. 1:ZlI. 

normally cannot expect that any will be saved. 

(ii) Furthermore, it is necessary that those who can 

(iv) Apart from the preaching of the Gospel, we 

e. Election does not eliminate the necessity of means. 

2. However, the electing grace of God establishes the 
effectiveness of those means. 
a. Some charge that the doctrine of God’s election 

destroys evangelism. 
b. But if we were to evangelize on the assumption that 

God does not intervene, and that the question of 
eternal life rests upon the decision that each 
person would make based upon their inclinations, 
then no one would be saved. 

c. Remember that the Bible clearly teaches that all 
are dead in sin and no one seeks for God. 
ti) ”THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS NONE 

WHO SEEKS FOR GOD; ALL HAVE TURNED ASIDE, 
TOGETHER THEY HAVE BECOME USELESS” (Rom. 
3:  11-12). 

PROFITS NOTHING” (John 6 :  6 3 ) .  

of God, ”AND THIS IS THE JUDGMENT, THAT THE LIGHT 
IS COME INTO THE WORLD, AND MEN LOVED THE DARKNESS 
RATHER THAN THE LIGHT; FOR THEIR DEEDS WERE EVIL. 
FOR EVERYONE WHO DOES EVIL HATES THE LIGHT, AND 
DOES NOT COME TO THE LIGHT, LEST HIS DEEDS SHOULD 
BE EXPOSED” (John 3: 19-20]. 

(ii) ”IT IS THE SPIRIT WHO GIVES LIFE; THE FLESH 

(iii) No one would ever come to God, apart from the grace 

d. But it is God’s sovereign bestowal of grace into the 
hearts of His elect that guarantees that our 
evangelism will be effective. 
ti) If it is true that all men are born dead to the 

things of God, then if God did not bestow 
grace, no one would respond to our message. 

(ii) But knowing that God will call out His own 
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tiiil 

t ivl 

tVl 

tvi l 

tviil 

tviiil 

people gives us great encouragement that God 
will accomplish His ends through us. 
Paul was discouraged and in fear when at 
Corinth. But the Lord encouraged Him by 
saying, ”DO NOT BE AFRAID ANY LONGER, BUT GO 
ON SPEAKING AND DO NOT BE SILENT; FOR I AM 
WITH YOU, AND NO MAN WILL ATTACK YOU IN ORDER 
TO HARM YOU, FOR I HAVE MANY PEOPLE IN THIS 
CITY” (Acts 18: 9-10]. 
Paul was guaranteed God’s protection and 
that his preaching would be used to gather 
God’s elect out of Corinth, even as Jesus said 
in John 10: 16, ”AND I HAVE OTHER SHEEP, WHICH 
ARE NOT OF THIS FOLD; I MUST BRING THEM ALSO, 
AND THEY SHALL HEAR MY VOICE; AND THEY SHALL 
BECOME ONE FLOCK WITH ONE SHEPHERD.” 
Though they were not yet converted, they were 
still reckoned as Christ’s people and the same 
holds true in Paul’s case. 
The result was that Paul was encouraged and, 
”SETTLED THERE A YEAR AND SIX MONTHS, TEACHING 
THE WORD OF GOD AMONG THEM” tv. 1 1 l . 
And so God’s electing grace is not a 
discouragement, but an encouragement to 
evange 1 ism. 
It guarantees that the Gospel will accomplish 
the purpose for which God sent it forth. 

11. But God Also Sovereignly Saves Those Whom He Wills Who Are 
Outwardly Incapable of Being Called by the Gospel. 

A. There Are Those Who Are Physiologically Unable to Understand 
and Respond to the Gospel. 
1.  For instance, babies are incapable of understanding the 

Gospel. 
a. They may be able to hear physically, but they do 

not have the ability to understand psychologically 
to any great degree. 

b. Their mental capabilities are not developed enough 
to discern the meaning of language, to apprehend 
truth, and to respond therefore to it in any way. 

die before their abilities are to that point. 
ti) Remember, life begins at conception. 

c. Some babies will never reach that stage. Some will 

tiil And it is at conception that God considers the 
child to be a human being and in the line of 
Adam. ”BEHOLD, I WAS BROUGHT FORTH IN 
INIQUITY, AND IN SIN MY MOTHER CONCEIVED ME” 
(Psalm 51 : 5 1. 

ability to hear with understanding and to 
reason. 

tivl And of course there is a whole host of aborted 
babies. 

countries who die never knowing the Gospel. 

tiiil Miscarriages will certainly never have the 

tvl This may as well apply to babies in other 
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2. There are also those who are born mentally retarded who 
will never be able to comprehend the Gospel. 
a. Yes, there are varying degrees of retardation, and 

not all will be rendered incapable of learning. 
b. But there are many who are severely retarded who 

will never reach the necessary level of understanding. 
c. There are also those who were born with normal 

intelligence, but because of brain damage, due to 
disease or accident, are rendered no better off 
than the severely retarded. 

B. But This Does Not Mean that All Such Are Lost Because They 
Cannot Understand. 
1.  If this were the case then all babies dying in infancy 

would be lost, as well as all children and adults who 
were born retarded or who had brain damage. 
a. We must first of all remember that it is not because 

they never hear the Gospel or cannot understand the 
Gospel that they would be condemned in the first place. 

b. 

2. The 

ti) 

tiil 

tiiil 

No one is ever condemned for not hearing and 
responding to the Gospel. 
Rather, they are condemned because of their 
justly deserved guilt in Adam which was imputed 
to them at conception. 
The Gospel is the only way to escape that 
judgment. No one is ever lost because they 
didn’ t hear it. 

But we cannot assume that all infants dying in 
infancy are lost with no hope of redemption, since 
they were never outwardly capable of being called. 

Bible tells us that they are not necessarily 
excluded from the kingdom of heaven. 
a. We must, on the one hand, avoid the error we saw 

last week of saying that their premature death 
guarantees that they will be saved. 
ti) Remember, the age of accountability may be a 

convenient way to answer the problem, but it 
overlooks the very real and serious guilt of 
Adam’s sin which plunged the whole human race 
into misery and death. 

tiil All children dying before a supposed age of 
accountability are still guilty of that sin. 

b. But we must avoid, on the other hand, the error of 
saying that all are absolutely excluded. 
ti) Jesus indicates in our text, that the kingdom 

tiil Children, who die in infancy, in other words, 
of God belongs to these children. 

may be elect. 

infancy are elect. The Bible gives us no such 
indication. As we saw last week, often times 
in the destruction of whole cities, God 

tiiil We cannot assume that all children dying in 
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required the death of the children as well. 
tiv) But we need not necessarily come to the 

conclusion that all such are lost. 

wills, by whatever means or lack of means He deems 
fit. 

tv) God is perfectly capable of saving whomsoever He 

III. Uses. 
A. First, this gives us the assurance that those whom the Lord 

has chosen will never perish, no matter where they are and 
no matter how incapable they may be of receiving the Gospel. 
1.  First, the Gospel message will have its effect upon 

God’s elect. 
a. This should give us boldness in our witnessing of 

b. The Gospel will be a means to their salvation, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

we know that when we share it with others, we are 
becoming an instrument in the hands of God to bring 
them to the light. 

c. We should never think that anyone is too far gone to 
respond to that message, it is sovereignly in the 
hands of God. 

d. He will call out His elect, and He will do so by the 
preaching of the Gospel. 

2. And secondly, God will save those whom He has chosen who 
are outwardly incapable of understanding and responding 
to 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

the Gospel call. 
Even babies and those who are deficient in 
understanding are not beyond the grace of God. 
Apart from the Gospel, they will come through the 
sovereign working of the Spirit to receive life in 
Christ. 
The Spirit is able to unite whomever He wills to the 
Savior, even apart from outward means. 
A. A. Hodge writes, ”If God could create Adam holy 
without means, and if he can new-create believers in 
righteousness and true holiness by the use of means 
which a large part of men use without profit, he can 
certainly make infants and others regenerate without 
means” (Confession 174). 
No one who has been chosen by God from all eternity 
will ever be lost. 

B. But secondly, this exhorts us to the use of God’s means to save 
those who are capable of hearing the Gospel. 
1.  Maybe you have fallen prey to the idea that God is going 

to save His elect without your help, or anyone’s help 
for that matter. 

2. Yes, it is true that whatsoever God ordains will come to 
pass, but you must bear in mind that He usually causes 
to come to pass what He ordains through the use of 
means. 

3. And you are the ordained means of the salvation of 
others. But, by the same token, you may also be the 
means to their damnation. Please listen carefully, and 
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understand. 
a. First, you may bear witness of the Gospel to 

someone, and how Christ changed your life through 
the preaching of the cross, and they may receive it 
and be saved. This person was one of the elect. 
ti) 

tiil 

tiiil 

t ivl 

tVl 

In this case you were obedient to the command 
of God to bear witness to His truth. 
God had mercy on that individual and quickened 
him to life. 
Or maybe God used you to do some of the ground 
work in awakening that sinner to his danger of 
judgment, and he later answered the call to 
faith and repentance in a church or at an 
evangelistic meeting. 
This is commonly the way that many come to 
Christ. Not by a quick presentation of the 
Gospel, but by a long period of saturation with 
the truth. 
Because of your obedience, you were one of the 
means by which that person came to Christ, and 
you will receive a reward from God for your 
labor of love to Him. 

b. Secondly, let’s say you witnessed to that individual 
and he never receives Christ. He was not elect. 
ti) You were still obedient to the Lord, but of 

course, you cannot determine who will turn to 
Christ and who will not. 

account of his sins, but it was not because of 
you. 

tiiil You also have to realize, that now that you 
have given that person greater light, and they 
sinned by rejecting that greater knowledge, 
that they will receive greater punishment in 
hell for their rejection. 

tivl But you have delivered your soul from any guilt 
in the damnation of that person by obeying 
Christ and bearing witness to His truth. 

tiil In this case, that person still went to hell on 

c. Now thirdly, let’s say that you have a clear 
opportunity to share Christ with someone, and yet 
you remain silent. And let’s say that this 
individual later hears the Gospel and is saved. 
ti) Day after day, year after year, you have had 

many opportunities to bring Christ into the 
conversation, and yet you didn’t because of 
your fear of being thought foolish, or maybe 
you were afraid that you couldn’t answer every 
possible question that they might raise. 
Or maybe you had only one opportunity that was 
clearly given to you by God’s providence and 
you didn’t take it, again for the same or 
similar reasons. 

contact with the Gospel and is saved. 

tiil 

tiiil And now, sometime later, that person comes in 
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(iv) In this case, that person was saved, as all of 
God’s elect will be, but in spite of you, not 
because of you. 

you are guilty of sinning against the Lord for 
your s i lence . 

(v) You will not receive an reward for that, but 

d. And lastly, let’s look at the worst case scenario. 
God gives you a clear opportunity to witness to 
someone, and you don’ t do it. Sometime afterward, 
that person dies and goes to hell because he never 
heard the Gospel, or maybe he heard it from someone 
else and still rejected it. 
ti) You had the opportunity, but you didn’t say 

anything . 

also by your life denied that you even knew 
Christ. You did not point that person in any 
way to the path of salvation. 

(iii) Well that person will go to hell, but now not 
in spite of you, but because of you. 
That person will burn for eternity and their 
blood will be on your hands. 

(v) God said to Ezekiel, ”NOW AS FOR YOU, SON OF 
MAN, I HAVE APPOINTED YOU A WATCHMAN FOR THE 
HOUSE OF ISRAEL; SO YOU WILL HEAR A MESSAGE 
FROM MY MOUTH, AND GIVE THEM WARNING FROM ME. 
WHEN I SAY TO THE WICKED, ’ 0  WICKED MAN, YOU 
SHALL SURELY DIE,’ AND YOU DO NOT SPEAK TO WARN 
THE WICKED FROM HIS WAY, THAT WICKED MAN SHALL 
DIE IN HIS INIQUITY, BUT HIS BLOOD I WILL 
REQUIRE FROM YOUR HAND. BUT IF YOU ON YOUR 
PART WARN A WICKED MAN TO TURN FROM HIS WAY, 
AND HE DOES NOT TURN FROM HIS WAY, HE WILL DIE 
IN HIS INIQUITY; BUT YOU HAVE DELIVERED YOUR 
LIFE” (33: 7-9). 

(vi) And the apostle Paul said, ”THEREFORE I TESTIFY 
TO YOU THIS DAY, THAT I AM INNOCENT OF THE 
BLOOD OF ALL MEN. FOR I DID NOT SHRINK FROM 
DECLARING TO YOU THE WHOLE PURPOSE OF GOD” 
(Acts 20: 25-27). 

(vii) The Lord has declared to us that all who are 
outside of Christ are wicked and will 
certainly perish apart from the Gospel. 

(viii) He has also told us to go and proclaim to all 
creation this Gospel. 

(ix) If we, then, are to be free from the blood of 
all men, then we must do as He says. And woe 
to us if we neglect this very important 
responsibility. 

(ii) Maybe you not only didn’t say anything, but you 

(iv) 

e. So you see, you are constantly affecting others 
around you all the time. 
ti) You are either being obedient and living and 

speaking so as to glorify God and lead His 
elect out of darkness to light. 
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tii) Or you are living in disobedience and becoming 
the means to damn many. 

tiii) Yes, God will save His people from their sins, 
and He will send others into everlasting 
perdition for their sins. 

tiv) But that does not change your responsibility to 
be faithful witnesses to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
because we are the appointed means of bringing 
them to the light. 
Search your heart and see what kind of a 
witness you have been. And where you have 
failed, grieve deeply for your sins and weep, 
but call upon God to cleanse you and He will 
graciously pardon you through our Lord Jesus 
Christ when you truly repent and amend your 
ways. Amen. 

tv) 


