
“God’s Decree”
(Ephesians 1:11)

I.  Introduction.  
A.  Review.  

1.  Last time we looked at the question of how many gods there are.  
a.  We saw there was only one true God; the others are all false.  
b.  This is what we mean by Monotheism.  

2.  We also saw that this one true God is three persons.  
a.  The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are all that one God.  
b.  This is what we call the doctrine of the Trinity.  
c.  God is one in substance, three in person.  He is Triune.  

B.  This evening, the catechism transitions us from who God is to what He does.  
1.  When we talk about what God is like, we call that the work of God ad intra, or within Himself.  

a.  This includes the eternal generation of the Son.  
b.  It includes the eternal procession of the Spirit from the Father and Son.  
c.  But it also includes the eternal plan God has, called His decrees.  

2.  When we talk about what God does in working that plan out, that is called the works of God ad extra.  
a.  This is everything God does outside Himself.  
b.  It includes His work of Creation and Providence.  

(i)  Creation is His making all things.  
(ii)  Providence is His upholding them and moving them alone according to His plan.  

3.  This evening, I want us to consider this decree, this plan of God, to see that God has a plan, to consider what it
includes, to see that this plan is also eternal, and what His purpose is in having it.  

II.  Sermon.  
A.  First, we need to realize that God has a plan.  He doesn’t do things haphazardly.  Our passage called it “the counsel of

His will.”  
1.  There is an old saying, “If you aim at nothing, you are sure to hit it.”  

a.  This means that if you don’t have a plan, a purpose in life, you will accomplish nothing.  You have to have a plan.  
b.  It doesn’t have to be complicated; it can be very simple – although that’s hard in these days.  
c.  But you do need one – a blueprint, a way of accomplishing what you’re after.  

2.  In a certain sense, God needs a plan too.  
a.  He doesn’t need it because He wouldn’t know what to do without it.  
b.  He needs it because it is a part of Him.  
c.  It is the expression of His nature, His character.  
d.  It is what He is all about.  
e.  It is the counsel of His will.  

(i)  The word counsel here doesn’t refer to a meeting of people (council).  
(ii)  It refers to the wisdom or advice that one receives from another.  
(iii)  Where does God get His counsel?  He does so from Himself, for there are none wiser.  
(iv)  The Bible indicates that the three persons of the Triune God have taken counsel together – especially in what

is called the counsel of peace (Zech. 6:13), which is the Covenant of Redemption.  



(v)  We will see that the Lord couldn’t take counsel with anyone else in the next two points as well.  

B.  The second point is that God’s plan is sovereign and includes all things.  Notice our text, “Who works all things after
the counsel of His will.”  
1.  If God’s plan didn’t include all things, He could have no guarantee that anything would work out as He wanted.  

a.  R. C. Sproul used to speak of the maverick molecule.  
b.  If just one molecule was outside of God’s control, it might upset His plans.  
c.  God’s plan must be comprehensive and include absolute control over all things or it won’t work.  

2.  Our shorter catechism puts it this way, “He hath foreordained whatsoever comes to pass.”  
a.  Everything is included.  
b.  S.C. question 8 asks how God executes His decrees and answers, “God executeth His decrees in the works of

Creation and Providence.  
(i)  Creation is His work of making absolutely everything.  
(ii)  Providence is His governing all these things.  
(iii)  This includes not only the greater events, but also the smaller. 

(a)  The blowing of the gentle breeze, as well as of the hurricane.  
(b)  The choices of what food we’ll eat, as well as those that change the course of the world.  
(c)  Most importantly, and most controversially in the church, it also includes His decision of whom He’ll have

mercy on and whom not.  As we read in our meditation, “Or does not the potter have a right over the clay,
to make from the same lump one vessel for honorable use, and another for common use” (Rom. 9:21)?  

(d)  Since this is covered in a future question and answer, we won’t deal with it now.  

(iv)  But He governs all these things according to a sovereign, preconceived plan.  

3.  Two or three questions usually come up in this context:  
a.  If God has sovereignly planned all things, does this mean we really don’t make decisions, but just do what God

has programmed us to do?  
(i)  No.  We make decisions, and when we do, we are the ones making them.  
(ii)  We know that we do, because God holds us accountable for our decisions.  
(iii)  He has ordained all things to include the real decisions people make.  

b.  Second, if God is sovereign, does this mean that it doesn’t matter what I do, everything will come out the same
anyway?  
(i)  If God is sovereign, why pray?  Why witness?  
(ii)  It’s because these are the ways God has ordained that things will be accomplished.  
(iii)  His plan includes the means, as well as the ends.  
(iv)  Our decisions, our actions, our labor, are all part of the means He has ordained to the end of advancing His

kingdom.  

c.  Third, if God is sovereign in salvation, then does it matter whether I believe or not, or obey or not?  Isn’t it all
going to turn out the same anyway?  
(i)  Aren’t there going to be people held out of the kingdom who want to come in?  And won’t there be people

who don’t want to come in who will be dragged in?  
(ii)  No.  Only those who truly believe, as evidenced by their obedience, will enter heaven.  
(iii)  No one will be saved apart from faith.  No one will be forced to enter against his will.  No one will be left

outside who wants to come in.  
(iv)  When God saves, He changes the heart so that they come in willingly.  
(v)  The unconverted will resist Him to the end.  
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4.  God has a plan and that plan is comprehensive.  

C.  This brings us to our next point as to when God made this plan – He never made it:  it has always been with Him, a part
of His knowledge.  This isn’t clear from our passage, but it is clear from Scripture and reason.  
1.  Scripture tells us that God has an eternal purpose.  

a.  When Paul talks about the Gentiles being included in the church, he says, “This was in accordance with the eternal
purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Eph. 3:11).  

b.  God has a purpose behind what He does.  We’ll see what that purpose is next.  But it was a purpose He had
from all eternity.  

2.  But this is also clear from other things the Bible says about God.  
a.  The Lord is omniscient.  

(i)  He knows all things.  He can’t learn anything new.  Nothing takes Him by surprise.  
(ii)  Since He knows all things from all eternity, He must certainly have know everything He was intending to do. 

b.  The Lord also never changes.  
(i)  He never changes in His Being, or in any other way.  
(ii)  Since He doesn’t, then what He knew He was going to do, was what in fact He did.  He can’t change.  
(iii)  But even if God did change, He would have known that He was going to change, so it would still have come

out the way He knew it was.  

3.  The point is that God didn’t make this plan; it is as eternal as His knowledge.  
4.  It is His eternal purpose; it always has been, and it will never change.  

D.  But this brings us to our fourth and last point:  God has a comprehensive plan that is eternal.  Lastly, God’s purpose in
His plan or decree is His glory.  
1.  This is His purpose in everything.  

a.  Peter writes, “Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to
do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through
Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever.  Amen” (1 Pet. 4:11).  

b.  And Paul writes, “For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things.  To Him be the glory forever.  Amen”
(Rom. 11:36).  

2.  The reason why God created or does anything that He does is to reveal His glory.  
a.  This is why He made us – to glorify His power and wisdom.  
b.  This is why He saved us – to glorify His grace.  
c.  Jonathan Edwards believed that because this was God’s purpose, He has given us a complete revelation of

Himself – there aren’t any more attributes that He hasn’t shown us.  
d.  This doesn’t mean we can understand Him fully.  We can’t.  
e.  But it does mean we have seen all the aspects there are to see in God.  

III.  Application:  But let me close now with a few applications:  Since God has a sovereign, comprehensive, and eternal plan to
glorify Himself, know:  
A.  There is nothing you have ever done that can mess it up.  

1.  Every choice you’ve made has been ordained by God:  marriage, vocation, etc.  
2.  There are consequences to our choices – good or bad – and we will have to face them.  
3.  But they don’t ruin God’s plan.  They are a part of it.  
4.  The Lord even works those things together for good (Rom. 8:28).  

B.  Everything you do to further His kingdom will forever stand.  
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1.  Your prayers, your witnessing, your good works are not worthless or useless.  
2.  God has ordained those things to advance His kingdom.  

C.  Everything that God has ever promised will come to pass.  
1.  God is sovereign; He has unlimited power; He can do what He has promised.  
2.  God’s plan is eternal and He never changes:  He will do what He has promised.  
3.  This means He will bring His kingdom:  He won’t fail.  
4.  This means if you have trusted in Him, you will reach heaven.  

a.  He knew what you were going to do before He saved you.  
b.  He knew what you were going to do after He saved you.  
c.  But He also knew that He was going to grant you faith and repentance.  
d.  His plan is to save to the uttermost those who believe in Him.  
e.  Therefore, if you have believed, you will be saved.  Amen.  
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