
”God’s Creation of the Angels” 
(Colossians 1: 16) 

Introduction: We have been looking at the plan of God in eternity 
wherein He foreordained the destiny of all of His creatures. Last 
week we saw the Scripture declare how God first executed His 
eternal plan in the work of creation. Remember that God made 
everything there is out of absolutely nothing, in six days, for His 
own glory and without creating anything evil. 

Well this week we are going to look at the creation of God’s 
spiritual host. There is much being written about the angels 
today. There are even some being interviewed who say that they 
have seen angels; some even claiming to have their own personal 
angel. It this true? What does the Bible say about these beings 
and what is their purpose in this world? 

As we have said, God created everything that is including the 
angels. The angels are not eternal; they did not always exist, but 
they were created the same as everything else. In our text this 
evening Paul tells us that Christ created everything. This is all 
inclusive; nothing falls outside of this category except God 
Himself. Paul elaborates further by saying that it includes the 
visible and the invisible things. Remember last week we said that 
by faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the Word of 
God so that what is seen was not made out of things which appear. 
God did not create all things out of things which already existed 
and could be seen with the eye. But this text tells us that He did 
not use invisible matter either. Everything invisible was created 
by Him as well. He then adds this one last qualification that 
Christ also created the thrones, dominions, rulers and authorities, 
the categories of angelic beings. In short all was made by the 
Triune God including the angelic hosts. And what I want you to see 
this evening is, 

The angels are not eternal beings but were created along 
with the rest of God’s work in the creation week to be His holy 
servants. 

I. When Was It That the Angels Were Created? 
A. We Have Seen that God Moved On From a Situation Where Only 

He Existed to the Creation of All Things. 
1.  He existed from all eternity in perfect blessedness and 

fellowship. 
a. God is always perfectly blessed and in need of 

b. He has always had perfect fellowship within the 
nothing . 

Godhead. 

2. But He executed His plan to create and made all things 
in one moment, and continued to work bringing structure 
to it in the following six days. 
a. Remember, God said, ”’Let it be. ’ And it was. ” 
b. God made time, space and matter in a moment, and 

then structured everything into order and harmony 
in the following six days. 
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B. But When Did God Make the Angels? It Is Believed that 
God Made Them on the First Day. 
1.  First of all, the angels are created beings. 

a. The psalmist writes, ”Praise Him, all His angels; 
praise Him, all His hosts! . . . Let them praise 
the name of the LORD, for He commanded and they 
were created. ” 

things ”visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities, all things have 
been created by Him and for Him.” 

c. The angels are not eternal beings. 

b. And our text tells us that Christ created all 

2. It is possible that they were created on the first day. 
a. Job 38:7 indicates that they were present at the 

founding of the earth. 
(il When the Lord rebukes Job for his ignorance, 

He says, ”Who is this that darkens counsel by 
words without knowledge? Now gird up your 
loins like a man, and I will ask you, and you 
instruct Me! Where were you when I laid the 
foundation of the earth! Tell Me, if you have 
understanding, who sets its measurements, 
since you know? Or who stretched the line on 
it? On what were its bases sunk? Or who laid 
its cornerstone, when the morning stars sang 
together, and all the sons of God shouted for 
joy?” (38: 2-71. 

angels existed prior to creation. 

prior to the founding of the world. 

the first day when God laid the foundation. 

(iil The Bible does not say anywhere that the 

(iiil But it does here say that the angels did exist 

(ivl This means that they must have been there on 

b. In the first day, the Bible tells us, God created 
the heavens and the earth. 
(il In verse one we are told of the creation of 

all things. 
(iil Then in verse 2, Moses makes special reference 

to the earth alone as being formless and void. 
(iiil It is possible that the following verses apply 

only to the restructuring of the earth and 
includes all the created realm, the starry 
heavens as well. 

referred to in verse 1 would not be the starry 
heavens but the spiritual heavens where God 
dwells. 
It may be that this work was completed in one 
day, or that it continued in the successive 
days. There is nothing said in Scripture 
about it . 
But we do know that it was completed by the 
end of the sixth day, for after that, God 

(ivl If this were the case, the the heavens 

(vl 

(vil 



3 

a. 

b. 

rested from all His work, ”Thus the heavens 
and the earth were completed, and all their 
hosts. And by the seventh day God completed 
His work which He had done; and He rested on 
the seventh day from all His work which He had 
done” (Gen. 2: 1-2; cf. Ex. 20: 11; Neh. 9 : 6 ) .  

the angels seem to have been created on the 
first day. 

(vii) So heaven may have taken the entire week, but 

11.  What Exactly Are Angels? What Are They Like? What Did God 
Create Them to Do? 

A. Angels Are Spirits. 
1.  Men are physical beings, as well as spiritual. 

a. Men have both a soul and a body, they are both 

b. 
material and immaterial. 
These parts of man are unified and remain so until 
death when there is an unnatural separation of one 
from the other. 

2. Angels, on the other hand, are purely spiritual beings. 
They are not composed of matter; they are not 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

B. Angels 

material beings. 
The Bible says explicitly that they are spirits, 
”And when evening had come, they brought to Him 
many who were demon-possessed; and He cast out the 
spirits with a word, and healed all who were ill” 
(Matt. 8: 16). 
Because they are spirits, they have no flesh and 
bones. Jesus said, ”See My hands and My feet, that 
it is I Myself; touch Me and see, for a spirit does 
not have flesh and bones as you see that I have” 
(Luke 24: 39). 
They do not marry, ”For in the resurrection they 
neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but 
are like the angels in heaven” (Matt. 22:30). 
Many of them can be present in the same space at 
the same time such as the man who had the legion 
(Luke 8:30). ”The Roman legion was not always the 
same, but varied at different times all the way 
from 3000 to 6000” (Berkhof 145). 
And our present text tells us that they are 
invi si bl e . 
So they are spirits, finite, limited spirits which 
can only be at one place at one time. 

Are Immortal . 
1.  Angels, like men, will never cease to exist. 

a. Jesus, speaking about the resurrect ion, says, ”The 
sons of this age marry and are given in marriage, 
but those who are considered worthy to attain to 
that age and the resurrection from the dead, 
neither marry, nor are given in marriage; for 
neither can they die anymore, for they are like 
angels, and are sons of God, being sons of the 
resurrection” (Luke 20: 34-36). 
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b. Angels will not die or cease to be. 

2. This is not due to any inherent power of theirs, but by 
God’s unchangeable decree and His power. 
a. The angels will never cease to exist, but this does 

not mean that they do not need the Creator. 
b. We have seen that everything that exists depends 

moment by moment upon God who sustains it and 
moves all things in history according to His will. 

neither angels nor man will cease to exist, but 
will continue forever. 

d. They will continue to exist, as so will we, because 
God wills it so and makes it so. 

c. But because of God’s decree which will not fail, 

C. Angels Are Holy. 
1.  The angels are called holy beings. Jesus said, ”But 

whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him will the 
Son of Man be ashamed when He comes in His glory, and 
the glory of the Father and of the holy angels” (Luke 
9: 26). 
a. 
b. And they are holier now than man is now, because 

Angels are separated unto God for His service. 

they are confirmed in righteousness and are 
rendered incapable of sinning. 

c. The holy angels are perfect in their creaturely 
holiness and are in highest bliss because their 
minds were never contaminated with sin, and they 
behold the glory of God continually. 

d. Jesus said, ”See that you do not despise one of 
these little ones, for I say to you, that their 
angels in heaven continually behold the face of My 
Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 18:lO). 

2. But this only refers to the elect angels as we have 
seen. 
a. Remember some angels were preserved by God’s mercy 

from falling while others fell in the rebellion in 
heaven. 

remained faithful were confirmed in a sinless state 
forever. 

b. Those who fell were forever lost, and those who 

D. Angels Have Great Knowledge. 
1.  There is much that the angels know. 

a. Angels are said to be wise. The woman of Tekoa 
said to King David, ”But my lord is wise, like the 
wisdom of the angel of God, to know all that is in 
the earth” (2 Sam. 14:2O). 

b. They are superior to man in knowledge. When Jesus 
was talking about His second coming, He said, ”But 
of that day and hour no one knows, not even the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father 
alone” (Matt. 24:36). 

2. And yet they continue to learn things by experience. 
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a. Paul was sent to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles 
and ”to bring to light what is the administration 
of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in 
God, who created all things; in order that the 
manifold wisdom of God might be made known through 
the church to the rulers and authorities in the 
heavenly places” (Eph. 3: 10) .  

b. The angels are even excited about studying this 
revelation of God through His Son and His mercy to 
Adam’s race. Peter, speaking of the prophets of 
God, said, ”It was revealed to them that they were 
not serving themselves, but you, in these things 
which now have been announced to you through those 
who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit 
sent from heaven--things into which angels long to 
look” ( 1  Peter 1:12). 

c. Angels learn and here they yearn to know more about 
what God has done and is doing in the affairs of 
men. 

E. We Have Also Seen that They Are Moral Creatures. 
I. They make moral decisions. 

a. Those who rebelled against God were cast down. 
b. Those which remained faithful by God’s mercy, were 

confirmed in holiness. 

2. The Bible tells us that there are both holy and evil 

3.  The angels are moral creatures who make decisions 
angels. 

between right and wrong. 

F. Angels Have Great Power. 
1.  Angels have performed tremendous feats of strength. 

a. One angel destroyed the army of Assyrians that 
threatened Judah, 185,000 in all (2 Kings 19:35). 

b. When David numbered the people of Israel, the Lord 
sent His angel to destroy some of their number, 
70,000 in all (2 Sam. 24: 15-17). 

c. The psalmist writes, ”Bless the Lord, you His 
angels, mighty in strength, who perform His word, 
obeying the voice of His word!” (Ps. 103:20). 

2. And yet their power is limited. 
a. They are not omnipotent as God is, else they would 

b. Even the fact that they are divided into classes, 
be gods. 

such as thrones, dominions, rulers and authorities 
indicates that they need to be organized to be able 
to fulfill their responsibilities. 

G. They Were Created to Serve God. 
1.  They were made to praise and worship God. 

a. The angels protect the holiness of God from 
intrusion. 
(il There are different orders of angels: 

Cherubim, Seraphim, principalities, powers, 



6 

thrones, and dominions. 

holiness of God. 
(a) They were stationed at the entrance to 

(iil It is particularly the Cherubim that guard the 

the garden of Eden to keep Adam and Eve 
outside . 

overshadow the mercy seat of God’s ark of 
the covenant to symbolize their guarding 
His presence [Ex. 25: 18). 

(b) It was Cherubim that were fashioned to 

b. But they also day and night do not cease to give 
praise to Him. 
(il When Isaiah the prophet entered into the 

council room of God, he saw the Lord exalted, 
the train of His robe filling the temple, and 
the Seraphim called out to one another, ”Holy, 
holy, holy is the Lord of hosts, the whole 
earth is full of His glory” [Isa. 6: 1-3). 

(iil And the apostle John, beholding the heavenly 
vision, recorded, ”And I looked, and I heard 
the voice of many angels around the throne and 
the living creatures and the elders; and the 
number of them was myriads of myriads, and 
thousands of thousands, saying with a loud 
voice, ’Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to 
receive power and riches and wisdom and might 
and honor and glory and blessing” [Rev. 5: 111. 

(iiil The angels are not idle, but are ever praising 
the King of glory and doing His will. 

2. They were made to obey His commands. 
a. They render service to those who will inherit 

b. They rejoice at the conversion of sinners (Luke 

c. They watch over believers (Ps. 34:7; 9 l : l l ) .  
d. They protect covenant children (Matt. 18: 10) .  
e. They are present in the church to watch over its 

f. They convey believers into the bosom of Abraham 

g. They were mediators of the Old Covenant (Gal. 

h. They execute the judgment of God against sin (Acts 

i. They carry out God’s will as messengers (Luke 

j. And they fight the Lord’s battles (Rev. 12:7). 
k. The angels are God’s holy ministers created to 

salvation (Heb. I: 14). 

15: 10) .  

purity ( 1  Cor. 1 1 : l O ;  1 Tim. 5:21). 

(Luke 16: 22). 

3: 19 ) .  

12). 

I: 26-38). 

bring Him glory and to perform His will. 

111. Uses. 
A. We have seen that God created the angels to serve Him and 

worship Him, but are you aware of the fact that this is the 
reason why the Lord created you and redeemed you as well? 
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Paul says, ”All things were created by Him and for Him.” 
a. You were created by Him, therefore He owns you. 
b. You were created for Him; you were made for His 

pleasure . 

Are you fulfilling the end of your creation? 
a. Is your life, the way it is now, bringing pleasure 

b. If it is, in what ways do you think you are 
to God or is it not? 

pleasing to Him? 
(il 

(iil 

(iiil 

(ivl 

(Vl 

Have you checked your daily way of living 
against His Word to see if you are truly doing 
what He commands? 
When you read His Word, is it really because 
you want to learn more about Him, or is it 
done merely to appease the Deity? 
When you pray, does your heart really long for 
fellowship for the true and living God, or are 
you just trying to cement your fire insurance 
a little more firmly? 
When you come to the Lord’s Day worship 
services, is it God that you are seeking, is 
it God that you are praising and giving thanks 
to, or are you afraid of what people might 
think of you if you don’t come? 
If nobody else came to the worship of God, 
would you still be there seeking to give Him 
praise? 

c. If you sense that your life is not pleasing to God, 
on the other hand, what are you doing about it? 
(il 

(iil 

(iiil 

(ivl 

(Vl 

(vi 1 

(viil 

(viiil 

Are you earnestly seeking to conform your life 
to what you know is your Master’s will? 
Are you putting to death the deeds of your 
flesh through the power of the Spirit of God? 
Are you daily seeking God’s strength through 
the Word and prayer? 
Do you come to church expecting to meet with 
Him and to be strengthened by His Spirit? 
Do you wait expectantly upon the Lord in the 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, expecting to 
receive power from God? 
Are you seeking to live a holy life before Him 
set apart from His glory? This is why He 
redeemed you in the first place. 
Are you holy? Do you long for more of Christ 
in your hearts? Do you long to be with Him? 
Do you long to be with His people? 
The Scripture exhorts you to ”Pursue peace 
with all men, and the holiness without which 
no one will see the Lord” [Heb. 12: 14). 

d. To serve the Lord and please Him, especially in 
this wicked age, will take all of your strength and 
effort, and your total reliance on the Spirit’s 
ability and willingness to give you additional 
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strength to overcome. 

e. It will take all of your intellect. 
(il God gave the angels intelligence and they use 

it to serve Him and to marvel at His work of 
redempt ion. 
Are you using your mind to glorify God in what 
He has called you to do? 
Are you using your mind in the fulfillment of 
God’s creation mandate to subdue the earth and 
have dominion over it? 
Are you seeking in your secular calling to use 
what God has given you in your mind, to better 
serve Him in that employment? 
God has given you a mind and He expects you to 
use it. 
And the more you know about His creation and 
your business, the better you will be able to 
apply His Word to it and glorify Him in it. 

(iil 

(iiil 

(ivl 

(vl 

(vil 

f. It will also take all of your strength. 
(il Your time and talents and strength are all 

given to you by God for His service, as with 
the angels. 

(iil This too is something which you must control 
and portion out in the right measures for the 
right purposes. 
Don’t waste all of your energy in recreations 
and useless activity. 

(ivl You only have so much strength, use it wisely. 
Use it for the things that will bear the most 
fruit for God’ s glory. 

times during the day for the most important 
priorities. 

(iiil 

(vl 

(vil Save your best moments, your most productive 

B. Do you know that you, as well as the angels, are immortal 
and that you will exist forever in one of two places? 
1. If you call yourself a Christian here this evening, are 

you certain of God’s electing love toward you? 
2. Is your calling and election sure? ( 2  Peter 2: 101. 
3 .  Are you assured of the destination of your soul after 

you depart from this world? 
4. You cannot take it for granted that just because you 

attend church, even a conservative Reformed church, 
that you are thereby guaranteed of heaven. 

a. Are you trusting in Christ alone for your right 
standing before God? 

b. Have you added any works into your assurance of 
salvation? 

c. Having begun in the Spirit are you trying to 
perfect yourself in the flesh? [Gal. 3: 3 ) .  

d. You did not put yourself in the grace of God, and 
if you are in it, you cannot keep yourself there. 

e. Salvation is the work of God from first to last. 

5. Heaven is only for those who have trusted in Christ. 
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C. 

f. If you have trusted Christ and are now trusting in 
Him, give all praise to God who has redeemed you. 

g. But if you are trusting in anyone or anything else 
to save you, you cannot be assured of God’s love. 

h. Cast away you idols and turn to Christ. 
i. Love Him alone and trust in Him alone to save you 

from the wrath of God. 

People of God, you were made for the Lord’s glory, for His 
purposes, not your own. 
1. ”All things were created by Him and for Him.” 
2. Live for Him! Use your time, your talents, your 

intellect and all your strength for His plans and not 
your own! 

he who loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s, the 
same shall find it. ” 

4. Don’t hold on to your life, but give it to Him! Let us 
pray! 

3 .  Jesus said, ”He who finds his life shall lose it. But 


