
“WCF:  God’s Covenant with Man” 
(Lesson One:  The Covenant of Works) 

 
 

WCF 7.1  The distance between God and the creature is so great, that although reasonable creatures do owe 
obedience unto Him as their Creator, yet they could never have any fruition of Him as their blessedness and 
reward, but by some voluntary condescension on God's part, which He hath been pleased to express by way of 
covenant.   
 
I.  Main idea:  The only way man could ever have come into a relationship with God was if God graciously 

made it possible.   
A.  God and man are separated by an infinite distance.   

1.  God is the Creator, and we are merely His creatures.   
a.  God is infinite.   

(i)  He has no limits.   
(ii)  He is far greater than we can imagine.   
(iii)  We typically describe Him by what He isn’t, rather than what He is.   

(a)  Infinite means not finite or without limits.   
(b)  Eternal means without end.   
(c)  Unchangeable means does not change.   
 

(iv)  The reason for His existence is entirely in Himself.   
(v)  And He is the source of everything that is:  the Creator.   

 
b.  Man, on the other hand, is limited in every way.   

(i)  For example, he is limited in time, space, power and knowledge.   
(ii)  His existence is entirely dependent upon God:  he is a creature.   
(iii)  He is infinitely below God in being and worth.   

 
2.  As His creatures we owe God absolute obedience.   

a.  It is our duty to obey and serve God.   
(i)  By virtue of the fact that He made us and provides for us.   
(ii)  Serve the LORD with gladness; come before Him with joyful singing.  Know that the LORD Himself 

is God; it is He who has made us, and not we ourselves (and we are His); we are His people and the 
sheep of His pasture” (Ps. 100:2, 3).   

 
b.  Since it is our duty to submit to Him perfectly, we cannot do more than He requires of us:  “So you too, 

when you do all the things which are commanded you, say, ‘We are unworthy slaves; we have done only 
that which we ought to have done’” (Luke 17:10).   

c.  When we do what God requires, we don’t benefit Him:  “Can a vigorous man be of use to God, or a wise 
man be useful to himself?  Is there any pleasure to the Almighty if you are righteous, or profit if you make 
your ways perfect?” (Job 22:2, 3).   

d.  In other words, He does not need us:  “The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord 
of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands; nor is He served by human hands, as 
though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things” (Acts 
17:24, 25).  We do, however, need Him.   

e.  We owe God everything, including our obedience, but He is not obligated to us at all, even when man was 
unfallen, beyond what He obligates Himself to do.   

 
B.  God chose to enter into a relationship with man through covenant.   

1.  Though God is not obligated to do this, He condescended to enter into relationship with man.   
a.  “Who is like the LORD our God, who is enthroned on high, who humbles Himself to behold the things 

that are in heaven and in the earth?” (Ps. 113:5, 6).   
b.  He has made an infinite stoop to bring us into relationship with Himself.   
 

2.  These relationships He establishes are called covenants.   
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a.  They contain certain elements.   

(i)  They tell us who God is.   
(ii)  They tell us what He has done to make us thankful.   
(iii)  They tell us what He wants us to do.   
(iv)  They tell us what He will do if we obey or disobey.   
(v)  They tell us to remember the covenant.   

 
b.  They are sovereignly imposed.   

(i)  We are not given a choice.   
(ii)  God determines to do so.   
(iii)  But each covenant He has made is a purely gracious condescension on His part.   

 
c.  And they are binding:  Once ratified, they are never set aside (Gal. 3:15).   

 
WCF 7.2  The first covenant made with man was a covenant of works, wherein life was promised to Adam, and 
in him to his posterity, upon condition of perfect and personal obedience.   
 
II.  Main idea:  The first covenant God made with man depended on man’s own works to obtain eternal life.   

A.  God made a covenant with Adam, and all his posterity, in the garden.   
1.  God’s relationship with Adam in the garden had all the elements of a covenant.   

a.  God revealed Himself to Adam as the God of Creation.   
b.  Adam was ingratiated to God by virtue of his being created and provided for by Him, as well as being 

given the position of co-ruler over all creation.   
c.  The condition God imposed on him was perfect obedience:   

(i)  He gave him only one explicit command:  do not eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
(Gen. 2:17).   

(ii)  And he was expected to fulfill that command without fail.   
 

d.  The blessing promised was life for success; death was also threatened for disobedience 
(i)  The promise of life was symbolized by the tree of life in the middle of the garden (Gen. 2:9).   

(a)  If Adam had passed his probation, he would have been able to eat from it.   
(b)  His children would also have had access to this tree, which did not have the ability to impart life, 

but was a symbol of the life God gives.   
 
(ii)  God threatened death for one failure to obey this command, “But from the tree of the knowledge of 

good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die” (Gen. 2:17).   
 
e.  Adam was surely obligated to remember these things.   

 
2.  Scripture calls this arrangement a covenant:  “But like Adam they have transgressed the covenant; there they 

have dealt treacherously against Me” (Hosea 6:7).   
 

B.  But Adam failed to keep the covenant and fell, and all mankind fell with him.   
1.  He broke the command by eating of the tree (Gen. 3:11-12).   
2.  He received for himself and his children the curse:  “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the 

world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned  . . . So then as through one 
transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of righteousness there resulted 
justification of life to all men.  For as through the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, even 
so through the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous” (Rom. 5:12, 18-19).   

3.  Life was now no longer possible through that covenant.   
a.  When he failed, he and his posterity were barred from it (Gen. 3:22-24).   
b.  All are born under its obligations – perfect obedience – and its curse – death.   
c.  But no one is able to pay what it requires either by way of obedience or atonement.   
d.  If man was to be in relationship now with God, it would need to be by way of another covenant.   


