
“God Raised Him from the Dead” 
(Acts 13:14-41) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Everyone dies:  that’s a fact of life.   

1.  Look around you:  people are born, grow up, grow old and eventually die.   
2.  The Bible says, “There is an appointed time for everything.  And there is a time for 

every event under heaven . . .   
a.  A time to plant, and a time to uproot what is planted.  A time to kill, and a time to 

heal; a time to tear down, and a time to build up.  A time to weep, and a time to 
laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance.  A time to throw stones, and a time to 
gather stones; a time to embrace, and a time to shun embracing.  A time to search, 
and a time to give up as lost; a time to keep, and a time to throw away.  A time to 
tear apart, and a time to sew together; a time to be silent, and a time to speak.  A 
time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace . . . a time to 
give birth, and a time to die ” (Ecc. 3:1-8, v. 1).   

b.  Everyone of us here were born – created by God, conceived in the wombs of our 
mothers – that’s how we came into this world.   

c.  And just as assuredly, everyone of us here this morning will also die.   
d.  There’s no way to escape it.   

 
B.  But one thing we often overlook, and so many are ignorant of, is the fact that we will 

all live again:  that’s what the Bible teaches.   
1.  Jesus tells us in the Gospel of John, “An hour is coming, in which all who are in the 

tombs shall hear His voice, and shall come forth; those who did the good deeds to a 
resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of 
judgment” (John 5:28-29).  
a.  The God who made us will also raise us one day, and judge us, according to what 

we’ve done.   
b.  Those who did what was right will be raised to life.   
c.  But those who did what was wrong will be raised to judgment.   
d.  The bad news is we’ve all done wrong – we’re all headed for judgment.   
e.  But the good news is:  Jesus did what was right – He obeyed – He died for 

sinners, He rose again.   
f.  And those who trust in Him will be saved from judgment.   

 
2.  This morning, I want us all to be reminded how we can escape God’s judgment and 

enter into life, through the resurrection of Christ.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  What we have here is a sermon Paul preached about the resurrection to the Jews who 

lived in Pisidian Antioch, during his first missionary journey (vv. 14-22).   
1.  During the worship service, Paul and Barnabas were invited to speak, which was the 

custom, which was also one of the reasons they went to the synagogues (vv. 15).   
2.  Paul saw this as a good opportunity to preach the Gospel to them, something he had 

been called by God to do (v. 16).   
3.  He first reminds them of the good things God did for them (vv. 17-21).   
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a.  God chose them to be His people.  He gave them many children when they were 
in Egypt.  He freed them from their slavery to the Egyptians (v. 17).   

b.  Even though they were stubborn and often didn’t want to obey them, He put up 
with them for forty years in the wilderness (v. 18).   

c.  He destroyed the wicked people of Canaan and gave their land to them (v. 19).   
d.  He gave them wise men, called judges, to rule over them (v. 20).   
e.  And He gave them a king like they wanted – Saul (v. 21).   

 
4.  But Paul especially reminds them of the faithful king God gave them – the one He 

wanted them to have (v. 22).   
a.  When the king after their own heart failed, God gave them a better one, one after 

His own heart.   
b.  He gave them David, a man who would do all His will.  

 
B.  It’s this man – David – that Paul zeroes in on, because it was through David that God 

sent His Son into the world.   
1.  Remember, all the way from the Fall, the Bible was pointing to Jesus.   

a.  When Adam and Eve sinned and fell away from God, God promised to send One 
who would destroy the devil and bring them back to Him (Gen. 3:15).   

b.  When God made His covenant with Abraham, He promised that one day He 
would send a special child who would be a blessing to every nation on earth (Gen. 
22:18).   

c.  And when David wanted to show his love to God by building Him a special house 
where His people could worship Him, God promised that He would build David a 
house and would sit one of his children on his throne forever (2 Sam. 7:12-13).   

 
2.  Paul tells the Jews that God fulfilled all these promises:  He sent a Savior to Israel – 

Jesus Christ (v. 23).   
a.  When John the Baptist went out to preach, he told them that they needed to turn 

away from their sins to get ready, because the Savior was coming.   
b.  John said He was no ordinary man – He was the Son of God, one who was God 

and man, one so precious that John said he was not worthy even to remove His 
sandals (v. 25).   

c.  Paul says the Messiah has come and with Him, salvation:  salvation from God’s 
judgment (v. 26).   

 
3.  But Paul also tells these Jews what the Jews in Jerusalem did with their Savior.   

a.  Paul says they didn’t recognize Him.   
b.  They didn’t understand what God had told them through the prophets.   
c.  They didn’t want Him as their Savior or their King.   
d.  They actually did what God said they would do by turning Him over to Pontius 

Pilate to have Him crucified (vv. 27-28).   
e.  And after they crucified Him, they buried Him in a tomb (v. 29).   
 

4.  But God raised Him from the dead (v. 30).   
a.  His promise to Adam and Eve, to Abraham, and to David had to be fulfilled.   
b.  Jesus was the only One who could have and it had to be done this way.   
c.  Jesus had to die to pay for sins:   

(i)  God’s justice had to be paid for Him to forgive any.   
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(ii)  This is how He crushed the serpent’s head and took away all of his power 
over the souls of men.   

 
d.  But He also had to live again:   

(i)  To be a blessing to all the nations, by bringing salvation to them – if He 
couldn’t save Himself, how could He save others?   

(ii)  To sit forever on the throne of David, ruling and reigning over the world (v. 
30).   

 
e.  And God did raise Him.   

(i)  After He raised Him, Jesus showed Himself to His disciples.   
(ii)  And then they went and told others what they saw (v. 31).   
 

f.  And Jesus will never die again.   
(i)  God did not allow Him to stay in the grave.   
(ii)  And He will never let Him return to it (vv. 34-37).   
(iii)  He lives forever, so that He can save all who will draw near to God through 

Him (Heb. 7:25).   
 

III.  Application.   
A.  Why was Paul telling them all these things?   

1.  He wanted these Jews to know that God had fulfilled the promise He made to their 
forefathers (v. 32).   

2.  He wanted them to know that their sins could be forgiven (v. 38).   
a.  They could never have been good enough for God to accept them.   
b.  They could never have obeyed His Law well enough (v. 39).   
c.  If they would only trust in their Savior Jesus, and turn from their sins, they would 

be saved.   
d.  But if they refused, they would perish, because Jesus is the only way of salvation 

(vv. 40-41).   
 

B.  Why are these same things important to us this morning?   
1.  Why are we here listening to this same message?   
2.  It’s because we need the same thing they did:  salvation.   

a.  The Bible says “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23).  
“The wages of sin is death” (6:23).   

b.  But it also says, “The free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our 
Lord” (v. 23).   

c.  You could never make yourself good enough for God to accept you.   
d.  When you stand before God on Judgment Day, if you only have your own good 

works, your own merits, you will be condemned.   
e.  But if you have the righteousness of Christ, you will be saved.   
f.  All you need to do to receive His righteousness and to have your sins taken away, 

is to believe in Jesus Christ.   
g.  This morning, as we are reminded of the death and resurrection of Christ, 

remember why He did these things:  to save sinners – He died to pay for sins; He 
rose to bring resurrection life to others.   

h.  Come to Jesus, trust in Jesus this morning and be safe.  Amen.   


