
“God Is the God of the Living” 
(Matthew 22:23-33) 

 
 
 

 A question that has weighed heavily on the mind of just about every person who 
has ever lived is, What will happen to me after I die?  Will I simply cease to exist?  I can 
see that my body will eventually die, but do I have a soul that will continue after my body 
stops working and turns back into dust?  If I have a soul, where will it go?  Will it stay here 
on earth?  Will it go somewhere else?  The fact that there are so many religions and sects 
and cults in the world who offer answers to these questions, and that there have been so 
many books written and movies made on this subject, shows that we are a people who are 
preoccupied with death.  We want to know what’s out there.  We want to know what going 
to happen after we die, so we can get ready for it, if we need to.  The thing that’s 
interesting is that just about everyone, with very few exceptions, believe that there is some 
kind of life after death.  The world always has.  Something inside us tells us that we will 
continue to exist.  Of course, if this is all we had to go on, we still wouldn’t know for sure, 
after all, the whole world could be wrong.  But we have more than this.  We have the 
testimony of God’s Word.  We have the testimony of Jesus Christ.  And we know that both 
of these – which are really one – are true.   
 This morning, the Sadducees confront Jesus with the question of the resurrection.  
They didn’t believe in it.  They thought that it was foolish.  They were one of the few 
rather small groups of people that denied it.  But they wanted to know what Jesus thought.  
They wanted to know if He sided with the rest of the religious community on this issue, or 
whether He agreed with them.  But in answering their question, Jesus gives us one of the 
clearest statements we could ever hope to have on the subject.  He tells us that of course 
there is a resurrection.  God is not the God of the dead; He is the God of the living.  He is 
the gracious God who mercifully takes His children home to heaven when they pass from 
this world, and He is the One who will one day raise their dead bodies again to life that 
they might be whole again.   
 Now after the disciples of the Pharisees and the Herodians tried to trap Jesus with 
their question about paying taxes to Caesar, in that very day, the Sadducees also came to 
Him with a question.  It was the hour of Christ’s temptation.  The forces of darkness were 
out to destroy Him.  This is why His enemies kept coming one after the other – first the 
chief priests and elders, then the Pharisees through their disciples and the Herodians, and 
now the Sadducees.  The question they had for Him had to do with the resurrection – not 
just the raising of the body at some time in the future, but also the continuance of the soul 
after the death of the body.  The Sadducees may already have known what Jesus believed 
about the resurrection – that He sided with the Pharisees – but it was clear that they 
themselves denied it.  They did not believe that the soul continued after death.  They also 
denied the existence of angels (Acts 23:8).  Oddly enough, they did believe that God was a 
Spirit and that He really existed, but He was the only Spirit that did.  From their question it 
appears that they were going to try and discredit Jesus, to prove that He was wrong, to 
make Him look like a fool, so that no one would pay any further attention to Him.  They 
believed that their paradoxical question proved absolutely that the resurrection was 
impossible.  But our Lord will tell them otherwise.   
 Their question was actually based on one of the laws that Moses gave to Israel.  
Instead of reading again what they said, I will read it to you from the law of Moses.  Moses 
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wrote, “When brothers live together and one of them dies and has no son, the wife of the 
deceased shall not be married outside the family to a strange man.  Her husband's brother 
shall go in to her and take her to himself as wife and perform the duty of a husband's 
brother to her.  And it shall be that the first-born whom she bears shall assume the name of 
his dead brother, that his name may not be blotted out from Israel” (Deu. 25:5-6).  Moses 
originally gave Israel this law as a way of preserving family names and family 
inheritances.  If a man died, and he didn’t yet have a son for an heir, then the land would 
pass on to his wife.  Now if she married again, outside the family, then that family would 
lose the land.  So the next oldest brother was to take her as his wife, and the first son she 
bore would inherit his brother’s name and his land.  There was also a provision for the 
brother not to take his brother’s wife, but it was very humiliating (vv. 7-10) – the brother 
who refused to do it was disgraced.  You can see from this law that love and mutual 
attraction were not the only basis for marriage in God’s eyes.  There was also the matter of 
duty.  I don’t know what you think about the prospect of marrying your brother’s wife, but 
if you lived in Israel in those days, and your brother died without having a son, it would be 
your duty to marry his widow.   
 But now how does this disprove the resurrection?  By itself it doesn’t prove 
anything, but the Sadducees added a different twist.  Granted that this was the way things 
should be handled – and they believed it was – what would happen in the case of seven 
brothers, where the first one married a woman and died without having a son, and then the 
second married her – according to this law – and died without having a son, and then the 
third, the fourth, and all the way down to the seventh, with finally the woman dying?  In 
the resurrection, whose wife would she be, for they all had her as a wife?  The head of the 
Bible department at Christian Heritage College asked the same question, when he was 
would talk about his father’s three wives.  He had divorced his first two wives and after he 
married the third, he became a Christian.  Whom would he be married to in heaven?  I 
answered by asking a question based on this same text.  Didn’t Jesus say that in the 
resurrection, there would be no marrying and giving in marriage?  Of course there 
wouldn’t be.  Those who are raised to life to inherit the kingdom of God will not still be 
married, nor will they get married.  Marriage is only for this life.  It was created to be a 
covenant of companionship.  It was not good for the man to be alone (Gen. 2:18).  And it 
was meant to create an environment in which children could be born and raised in the ways 
of the Lord – the way in which the commandment to be fruitful and multiply was to be 
fulfilled (Gen. 1:28).  When the resurrection comes, and with it the eternal state, both of 
these needs will end and, with it, marriage.  A man and woman will no longer need the 
special kind of companionship that marriage brings, since they will have perfect fellowship 
with God and Christ and with all the saints and angels in heaven.  And they will no longer 
need to give birth to children and raise them, for all who were ever to be born will have 
already been born.  Now I don’t think this means that we won’t know our former spouses 
in heaven.  I believe we will.  But our love for them and for all the saints will have 
increased so much, that we will no longer miss that special relationship we once had with 
them on earth.   

Jesus said that they were mistaken about a number of things.  They didn’t 
understand the Scriptures.  The Law and the Prophets teach the resurrection of the body, as 
we will see in a moment.  They also didn’t understand the power of God.  God is able to 
raise the dead with infinite ease and transform them into the image of His Son.  This is the 
great hope that the apostle Paul was constantly pointing us to (Phil. 3:20-21).  But they 
also didn’t understand that in the resurrection there would be no marriage, but that all the 
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saints would be like the angels, a pure and holy flame of devotion toward God and Christ.  
Right now those who die in the Lord are with Jesus.  They are made perfect the instant 
they pass from this life and go straight into His presence.  There they are blessed with a 
spiritual sight of God and are filled with His love and blessedness.  But one day the bodies 
of all the saints will also be raised – ours will be raised.  Our bodies which have turned into 
dust will be reconstituted and made alive again.  We who are still alive when the Lord 
comes, will be transformed and raised up with Him to meet Him in the clouds, and from 
then on we will always be with the Lord.  Then we will not only see Him spiritually, we 
will also see Him physically, with our bodily eyes.  This is our comfort in life, and it will 
also be our comfort in death.  Jesus said, “But regarding the resurrection of the dead, have 
you not read that which was spoken to you by God, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, and 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’?  He is not the God of the dead but of the living’” 
(Matt. 22:31-32).  The Lord said this to Moses when He appeared to him in the burning 
bush (Ex. 3:6), which was several years after Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had all passed 
from this world.  And yet God calls Himself their God.  He was still in covenant with 
them.  They were still alive.  God would not have called Himself their God if they no 
longer existed.  God is the One who is not only faithful to us in life; He is also faithful to 
us in death.  Jacob once said to Pharaoh, when he asked him how long he had been alive, 
“Few and evil have been my days on earth.”  If that was all Jacob ever had to look forward 
to, that would have been a reproach to the goodness and mercy of God.  But it wasn’t all 
Jacob had to look forward to.  God has prepared a city for him, and for all who seek Him, a 
heavenly city.  He has prepared a city for us, and we will receive that city, because of what 
the Lord has done for us in Christ.   

Now why did Jesus quote this verse?  Why didn’t He quote a clearer passage from 
the Old Testament, such as the statement of Job, who said, “And as for me, I know that my 
Redeemer lives, and at the last He will take His stand on the earth.  Even after my skin is 
destroyed, yet from my flesh I shall see God; whom I myself shall behold, and whom my 
eyes shall see and not another” (Job 19:25-27)?  The reason is that the Sadducees didn’t 
accept the whole Old Testament, but only the Pentateuch, the first five books of Moses.  
This is what they quoted from in their question to Jesus.  And this is also what Jesus 
answered from so they would not question its authority.  But there was another reason He 
quoted from this passage.  It’s because this passage tells us why there will be a 
resurrection.  God is our God.  When He enters into covenant with His people through 
Jesus Christ, He never forsakes them.  This means that even though we will grow old or 
sick and die, and even though our bodies will turn back into dust, yet the Lord will not 
forsake us.  If we have trusted in the Lord, if we have turned to Christ in faith and repented 
of our sins, the Lord will bring us home to be with Him.  And when His plan for this world 
is done, He will return and raise our dead bodies to life and reunite them with our souls 
that we may spend the rest of eternity as a whole person – body and soul – with Him.  
When the Sadducees and the people heard this, they marveled.  May this also cause us to 
marvel at the goodness and wisdom of God.  People of the risen Lord, this is our hope this 
morning.  It is the only hope that makes any difference in life.  May the Lord apply its 
comfort to your souls.  May He especially do so now as He comes down to commune with 
us in His Holy Supper.  Let us bow in prayer and ask for His blessing as we prepare to 
partake.   


