
”God is Love” 
(1 John 4:7-11) 

Introduction: The book of 1 John was written so that those who have 
professed belief in Christ may know that they have eternal life 
(5:13). Throughout the book, the apostle gives the identifying 
marks of true grace in the heart of a believer. Not everyone who 
make a profession of faith, even publicly in the church, is one of 
the Lord’s own. Many deceive themselves into believing that they 
are Christians, when in reality they are merely fooling themselves 
and putting on a good front so that they won’t be an outcast from 
the church roles. 

In 4:7-11, John, in his penetrating analysis of the Christian 
life, makes a statement which intersects with our current study on 
the attributes of God, and which helps us to understand more about 
the nature of God, as well as that of the true believer. And what I 
want you to see this evening is that, 

God is pure and absolute love and those who are born of Him 
will exhibit that same love in their lives. 

I. God is Love. 
A. God Is Absolute Love in Himself (v. 8b). 

1. This is an attribute of God. 
a. It is not that God has love or is full of love. 
b. Rather God is love. 

(il It is one aspect of the nature of God. 
(iil It is a way of looking at all He does. 

(iiil This attribute is so emphasized today that it 
may hardly need to be mentioned. 

2. The love of God is analogous to that of His creatures. 
a. In this passage, love is used the same throughout. 

(il God is love. 
(iil We are called to the same kind of love. 

b. To understand the love of God, we must understand 

c. But God’s love, unlike our’s, is of the most pure 
the nature of love in ourselves. 

kind, free from all taint of sin, and raised to 
absolute perfection, and in infinite proportion. 

3 .  Love is an expression of the goodness of God. 
a. Goodness includes love, grace, mercy, and 

1 ongsuf f er ing . 
b. When this goodness is exercised towards His thinking 

creatures, it assumes the higher character of love. 
c. ”[That] excellency and beauty of God’s nature 

whereby His heart is disposed and delights in 
everything that is morally good and excellent” 
(Gerstner 37). 

4. God’s love is expressed within the Trinity. 
a. It is the love each person of the Trinity has for 



2 

each other. 

necessary to God’s being God. 
b. We might call this ”necessary love”, love that is 

c. The Son loves the Father [John 14: 31). 
d. The Father loves the Son <John 17:25-26>. 
e. This love is perfect, eternal and mutual. 
f. There is no Being more worthy of love than God 

Himself. 

5. God’s love is also expressed toward man. 
a. This love is not necessary to His being. 
b. But is something that He chooses to bestow. 
c. God is absolute love. 

B. Therefore God Is the Source of all Love (v. 7b). 
1. He is benevolent to all His creatures. 

a. God is good to all His non-rational creatures. 
b. God is good to all His rational creatures as well. 
c. It is in the sense of benevolence that God loves all 

men. 
(il It is usually called His goodness. 

(iil It is the general love of God. 

d. What does he love in man? 
(il He loves in them His image. 

(iil His virtues. 

(ivl His gifts (Berkhof 71). 
(iiil His work. 

e. But He hates the wicked works of men and the 
distortion that it created in His image. 
(il Man therefore is at war with God. 

(iil And God is at war with man. 
(iiil There is therefore a sense in which He loves 

man and a sense in which He is at war with him. 

2. And He has a special love toward His elect. 
a. While they were in time outside of Christ, God was 

in a love/hate relationship with His people as well. 
(il He loved them benevolently as He does all men, 

yet He was at enmity with them because of their 
sin and rebellion. 

contemplated in Christ from all eternity. 
(iil However, He loved them as they were 

b. Now that they are in Christ, He loves them and 
communicates Himself to them in the fullest and 
richest sense of the term, ”with all the fullness of 
His grace and mercy” [Berkhof 71). 

C. The Greatest Expression of that Love Is in God Sending His 
Son to Die for You (v. 9, 10) .  
1. In this is love: not that we have loved the infinitely 

perfect God (v. lob). 
a. The fact is we didn’t love Him in our state of sin. 
b. We did everything to throw off His yoke. 
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c. Man’s hatred of God is so strong, that if it were 
possible, he would pull Him down from the throne and 
kill Him. 

2. But in this is love, that He loved infinitely sinful 
creatures (v. 1Ocl. 
a. The love of God is manifested in His loving us 

first. 
(il He loved us when we were rebels. 

(iil He loved us when we hated Him. 

b. God is the One who initiated that love. 
(il Man did not decide to love and choose God. 

(iil Rather God loved us and chose us. 

3 .  And sent His Son to reveal that love [v. 9, 10a, dl. 
a. This love was revealed in the sending of His Son. 
b. Jesus by His atoning death removed the guilt of our 

c. But He also propitiated God’s wrath. 
sins, as we saw this morning. 

(il Expiation, the removal of guilt, is the removal 
of sin from a manward perspective: the guilt 
of our sin is forgiven. 
Propitiation has a Godward perspective. 
(a) 
(bl 

(cl It took away our offense and so satisfied 

(dl God’s wrath is propitiated, removed. 
(el 

(iil 
Our sins made God righteously angry. 
Christ’s sacrifice atoned for the guilt of 
our sin. 

God’s wrath. 

Thus opening the door to restored 
fellowship. 

d. This is the ultimate expression of the love of God. 
(il He did not spare His beloved, His only-begotten 

Son the agonies of the cross. 
He did so that He might bring you near to Him. 

(iiil And bestow upon you the riches of His love. 
And give to you eternal fellowship with the 
Triune God. 
(a1 Apart from Christ you were dead, with no 

(bl 
(cl Life which will never end. 
(dl How great is the love of God! 

(iil 

(ivl 

hope. 
But Christ’s work has given you life. 

11. If You Have B e e n  B o r n  A g a i n ,  Your L i f e  W i l l  R e f l e c t  t ha t  L o v e .  
A. T h e  O n e  Who L o v e s  Has B e e n  B o r n  f r o m  God and Knows  Him (v. 

7c). 
1. If this love is what characterizes your life, you have 

experienced the new birth. 
a. It does not say if you love, you will be born of 

God. 
(il Unregenerate man cannot love in this way. 

(a) It is a love which fulfills the law. 
(bl It is a love toward the Father and Son. 
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(cl And it is a love toward man as he is in 
the image of God. 

(iil Fallen man has a remnant of love. 
(a) He loves after a fashion. 
(bl He has not lost the capacity to love. 
(cl But it has been defiled by sin. 

(iiil He now hates God and loves sin. 

you have been born of God. 
(il 

(iil 

b. Rather, if your life is characterized by this love, 

God’s holy seed dwells within you. 
You are partakers of the new nature. 

(iiil You are recreated in His image. 

2. And if this love exists within you, it will never be 
quenched. 
a. Once God’s seed dwells in you, it will never depart. 
b. It may rise and fall in response to differing 

circumstances, but it will never be quenched. 

3 .  You have entered into a saving relationship with God. 
a. The one who loves has been born of God and knows 

b. It is not knowing about God. 
c. But it is knowing Him personally. 

Him. 

”And this is eternal life, that they may know Thee, 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast 
sent’’ (John 17: 3 ) .  

d. The one who loves has been born from God and knows 
Him. 

B.  The One Who Does Not Love Never Knew God (v. 8 a ) .  
1. If your life is not characterized by this love, you have 

never known God savingly. 
a. If this love is not present in your life, you have 

never been born again. 
b. One cannot be recreated in God’s image and have the 

new nature and be void of love, for God is love. 
c. Faith without love is like the sun without heat, it 

is not the genuine article [Calvin 22:239l. 

2. The knowledge you have is superficial and not saving. 
a. You know about God. 

(il All men know about God. 
(iil All men know about Him through General 

Reve lat ion. 
(iiil The devils also believe and shudder. 

b. But you have not come to know Him personally. 
(il You do not have a personal relation with God. 

(iil Knowledge does not save; intimate relation 
does. 

Christ, apart from anything that you can do. 
(iiil That is a saving relationship through faith in 
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c. And only God can draw you near. 
(il ”No one can come to Me”, Jesus said, ”unless 

the Father who sent Me draws him” [John 6: 44). 
(iil The power to generate this love is not within 

your grasp. 
Only God can change the human heart. (iiil 

(ivl Only God can fill it with love. 
(vl If this is your situation, call upon God, cry 

to Him for mercy, ask Him to give you this 
love. It can only come from Him. 

Conc 1 us i on: 
A .  Beloved, if God so loved us, we are obliged to love one 

another v. 7a, 11 ). 
1.  If God loved you who were infinitely wicked in His 

sight, then you can love your brethren who have been 
cleansed by Christ’s blood. 

the new birth so that you now have His life in you, then 
you will love your brethren. 

3.  If we love one another in this way, God abides in us and 
His love is perfected in us (v. 12). 

2. And if you have been recreated in God’s image through 

B. But 
1. 

2. 

3.  
4. 

5. 

6. 
7. 

do not forget that there are different degrees of love. 
Maybe there is only a glimmer of love in your heart. 
Maybe you’ve seen a lot of hypocrisy and your heart has 
been hardened. 
You must seek to fan those remaining embers into love. 
You are commanded to love whether you feel like it or 
not. 
It is the testimony to the world of the reality of 
Christ. 
It is God’s will that you be like Him and love. 
You must strive to love your brethren more and more. 

C. And do not forget the nature of that love. 

what you have done for me. 
1.  Human love is usually requited love: I love because of 

2. But this is selfish and self-seeking. 
3.  God’s love is to love the unlovely, and the unlovable. 
4. It is a commitment to do what is good for you brothers 

and sisters out of love for Christ. 
5. It is not romantic and emotional love. 
6. But it is a commitment to serve and to do what God 

commands you to do toward your neighbors. 

D. Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and 
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. Amen. 


