
“God Has Made Him both Lord and Christ” 
(Acts 2:22-42) 

 
 
 

 A story is told about how long ago there were two brothers who lived in China.  
The older brother was a good and honest man, who worked hard for a living and who 
loved his younger brother very much.  The younger brother, on the other hand, was just the 
opposite.  He had gotten involved with the wrong crowd and was getting into more and 
more trouble.  One day the older brother heard a report that a man had been killed in his 
neighborhood.  He had no idea who had committed the murder until he came home and 
saw his younger brother run quickly out the back door.  When he went into the house, he 
found his brother’s clothes in the sink all covered with blood.  Suddenly he heard the 
sound of people approaching.  It was the police.  They had followed his brother to the 
house.  What was he to do?  Since he loved his brother and couldn’t stand the thought of 
his execution, he quickly put on his bloody clothes.  When the police arrived, they thought 
that he was the man they had chased.  They arrested him, found him guilty of murder and 
executed him.  He gave up his life to pay for his brother’s crime, so that his brother could 
go free.  Jesus said, “Great love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his 
friends” (John 15:13).  What I want you to see this morning is that this is the kind of love 
that Jesus has for those who believe in Him, for those who trust in Him for eternal life.   
 What we are looking at this morning may be considered the first resurrection 
sermon in the Bible, at least the first one preached after the resurrection took place.  Peter 
delivered it on the day of Pentecost, just after the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the 
disciples, and after a crowd had gathered to see what was going on.  In it we will see the 
wonderful message of what God the Father has done through His Son Jesus Christ so that 
everyone who believes on Him might not perish in hell forever, but be brought safely to 
heaven.   
 The first thing I want you to see from this passage is who Jesus is.  Peter tells us 
that He was a man attested to . . . by God with miracles and wonders and signs which God 
performed through Him” (v. 22).  When Jesus came to declare His message, the Father 
gave Him the power to perform miracles so that the people would know the words He was 
speaking were the very words of God.  Now it’s hard for us to relate to what Peter was 
talking about because we’ve never seen miracles, at least miracles like these.  Even in the 
days of the Bible, they were very rare.  As a matter of fact, Peter hadn’t actually seen any 
himself until Jesus came.  But they were rare for a reason – they were meant to show 
others whom God really sent and whom He didn’t, who it was they could really trust to 
bring them God’s Word and who they couldn’t.  When God wanted His people to pay 
attention to His prophets, He would often give them the power to perform signs and 
wonders, miracles that were so powerful and terrifying that you knew they came from 
Him.  This is exactly what He did for Jesus.  Jesus performed more miracles than anyone 
else in the Bible because He was everything the Bible was pointing to.  God didn’t want 
His people to miss Him.  He especially didn’t want them to miss Him because of who He 
is – Jesus is God’s Son.  When John the Baptist baptized Jesus, the Father said from 
heaven, “This is My beloved Son in whom I am well-pleased” (Matt. 3:17).  Jesus is the 
Son of God.  He is God from all eternity, the second person of the Trinity.  But He is also 
the One who became a man, so that He could save men.  He became a man so that He 
could save all who would believe in Him.   
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 The second thing I want you to see from this passage is how God saved those who 
would believe.  He did it through the death of His Son.  This was His plan.  Peter says, 
“This Man, delivered up by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed 
to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death” (v. 23).  It was God’s plan, 
before He made anything – before He made the world, before He made man – to send His 
Son into the world to die.  Jesus had to die to pay the penalty for those who would believe 
in Him.  Before God made all things, He knew that Adam would fail to obey Him in the 
garden.  He knew that he would eat of the tree He told him not to eat of.  And He knew 
that because of Adam’s sin, all men would die in Adam and become guilty enough to 
suffer in hell forever.  But He also knew what He was going to do about it.  He was going 
to send His Son into the world, to incarnate Him, to give Him a human nature, so that He 
could do everything man was supposed to do, but failed to do – so that He could obey His 
Father’s commandments perfectly and die in the place of all those who would believe.  
And that is exactly what He did.  Jesus lived a sinless life.  He never broke His Father’s 
commandments, but did everything He wanted.  And He died on the cross.  He suffered 
His Father’s full wrath for His people, so that justice could be satisfied and so that they 
might be set free.  Jesus, as it were, put on the filthy rags of their sin.  He put on their 
bloody and guilty clothes and took their place in God’s judgment, so that they could be 
forgiven.   
 But third, Peter also tells us that it wasn’t God’s plan to leave Him dead.  What 
good would Jesus’ death have been to us, if He hadn’t been able to save Himself from 
death?  When Jesus died, He saved Himself from the consequences of the sins He carried 
on the cross, as well as His people.  God raised Him up again and allowed His people to 
see Him, so that they would know this is true, that they were saved, that God accepted 
what Jesus did for them.  This too was a part of God’s plan.  He prophesied through David 
the king over one thousand years before Jesus was even born that after He was crucified, 
He would not leave His Son in the grave, but would resurrect Him.  David wasn’t talking 
about himself when he said this.  When he died, he stayed in the grave.  Rather, he was 
looking forward to the resurrection of Jesus, to the one who was related to him, who was 
one of his descendants, to the One God had promised to seat upon his throne.  This is the 
resurrection we read about this morning, the one that Easter is all about.  This is God’s 
declaration to all who believe in Jesus, that just as Jesus was raised from the dead, so too 
will He raise all who believe in Him on that final day.   
  But Peter reminds us that this isn’t all that happened to Jesus.  After He was raised 
from the dead and showed Himself to many witnesses, He ascended into heaven and was 
exalted to the right hand of the Father, to the place of highest honor.  The Father then gave 
Jesus the right to send the Holy Spirit, the same Spirit He had promised His followers to 
comfort them and give them strength.  And when He sent Him on the day of Pentecost, 
they immediately knew that the Father had made Jesus both Lord and Christ – that Jesus 
truly had saved them from their sins and that He was now Lord and Ruler of the world.  
All that was left now was for Jesus to continue to reign until His Father made all of His 
enemies a footstool for His feet, that is, until they were all subdued under Him.  Paul 
writes in Philippians 2:9-11, “For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed 
on Him the name which is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will 
bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every tongue 
will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”   
 But now comes what our response to these things should be – it should be to bow 
our knee now and submit to Jesus now before we are forced to submit to Him against our 
will on the day of His judgment.  This is what the people who heard Peter did, and they 
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were gloriously saved.  Luke, the author of the book of Acts, wrote, “Now when they 
heard this, they were pierced to the heart” – after all, they were the godless men who had 
cried out for His death – “and [they] said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, ‘Brethren, 
what shall we do?’” – seeing that they were guilty and in danger of God’s judgment.  “And 
Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and let each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  For the 
promise is for you and your children, and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our 
God shall call to Himself.’  And with many other words he solemnly testified and kept on 
exhorting them, saying, ‘Be saved from this perverse generation!’” (vv. 37-40).  Peter told 
them that they needed to repent.  They had rejected Jesus and demanded His crucifixion.  
They needed to turn from that sin and begin to believe in Him.  They needed to receive 
Him as their Lord and Savior.  They also needed to turn from all of their other sins, as 
well, and begin to live the life Jesus called them to live.  And they needed to be baptized, 
which meant that they needed to have the sign of His covenant applied to them by joining 
the local fellowship of believers.   
 Now it’s true that we are not guilty of the same crime that they were – namely that 
of crucifying Jesus – but that doesn’t mean we’re not guilty at all.  We too have committed 
many sins against God.  The Bible says that all of us are guilty of Adam’s first sin in the 
garden.  When Adam ate from the tree God told Him not to, he represented all of us, and 
God now looks at us as though we ate it.  But besides that, we have all committed many 
more sins.  Which one of us here can say that we have kept all of God’s commandments 
for even one day?  If we managed somehow to keep from doing what He forbids, have we 
also managed to keep from wanting to do them?  The Bible says that we can also break the 
commandments in our hearts and minds.  If we want to do what’s wrong, that’s sin too.  
Which one of us can say that we have ever loved God, the true God, with all our heart, 
mind, soul and strength even for a moment?  We came into the world hating Him, and 
apart from His grace, we can’t love Him at all.  Which one of us can say that we have 
always loved others as much as we love ourselves?  If that’s true, then why do you hold 
grudges against others?  None of us love others in this way.  The Bible says, “There is 
none righteous, not even one” (Rom. 3:10); “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God” (3:23), and “the wages of sin is death” (6:23), eternal death.  The point is that we’re 
guilty; we’re all guilty enough to be sent into the fiery hell to be punished forever for our 
sins against an infinitely holy God.  But the good news is there is a way out, a way of 
escape.  Everything that Peter has shown us this morning is that good news.  God sent His 
Son Jesus into the world to obey for sinners.  He sent Him to die for sinners.  And He 
raised Him from the dead to show us that He accepted what His Son did for sinners.  This 
is good news.  And if we will repent, if we will turn from our sins and believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, He will save us from our sins.  He will forgive us for every wrong thing we 
have done.  He will give us His perfect record of obedience.  And God will adopt us as His 
children.  If this is your situation this morning – if you realize that you have sinned, that 
you do fall short of God’s glory, and that Jesus is the only way of salvation – then believe 
in Him now.  Receive Him as your Lord and your Savior.  Bow the knee to Him now, and 
He will take you as His own.  Don’t harden your heart against Him and be forced to bow to 
Him on the final day.  Let this day of Christ’s resurrection be the day of your resurrection 
from spiritual death to life.  Take hold of Jesus and live.  And then do what the remaining 
words of our passage tell us – be baptized, join with a church, and then begin to serve and 
worship the Lord with those who also love Him and share the same faith.  May the Lord 
grant to each of you here this morning the grace you need to do this.  Amen.   


