
“God Has Made Him Lord and Christ” 
(Acts 2:22-36)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week we saw the coming of the Day of Pentecost, and it didn’t come without 
notice:   
a.  The Spirit descended with the sound of a mighty rushing wind that filled the 

whole house.   
b.  Tongues of fire appeared on each disciple.   
c.  They were all filled with the Holy Spirit.   
d.  And they all began to speak in languages they had not learned, as the Spirit gave 

them the ability.   
 

2.  There were others in Jerusalem who noticed these things as well:   
a.  Jews had gathered from every nation under heaven to celebrate the feast of 

Pentecost.   
b.  They heard the sound of the wind and the disciples speaking, and gathered 

around the house to see what was happening.   
c.  When they did, they heard them speaking in their own dialects.   
d.  Some made fun of them, but others were questioning:  what do these things 

mean?   
e.  This was good, since this was what the Spirit was intending through this sign.   
 

3.  Now that the Spirit had their attention, He empowered Peter to stand and preach to 
them:   
a.  He began with a defense of their conduct, so that those who were mocking them 

would not discredit the work of God in the eyes of these others:   
(i)  Unbelief might easily dismiss what was happening as too much wine.   
(ii)  But that’s only because they don’t want to face the truth – it would be too 

convicting.   
 
b.  But then Peter moved on to an explanation of what was happening:   

(i)  This was the fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy.   
(ii)  And it signaled two things:   

(a)  The last days in God’s plan for Israel as a nation had begun.    
(b)  But also the Jesus they had rejected had now been exalted as King, and it 

wouldn’t be long before He came again against them in judgment – AD 70.   
 
B.  Preview.   

1.  Last week, we saw what it meant that the outpouring of the Spirit signaled the 
beginning of the last days.  This morning, we’ll consider that this outpouring of the 
Spirit also meant that God had exalted Jesus as Lord and Christ, and that these Jews 
had better repent, trust and submit to Him before His wrath is poured out on them.   
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a.  We’ll see this morning how Peter is used by the Spirit to convict these Jews.   
b.  Tonight, we’ll consider what they must do to escape judgment.   
 

2.  This part of Peter’s sermon can be divided into three parts:   
a.  First, he declares them to be guilty of killing Jesus.   
b.  Second, that God raised Him again to life.   
c.  Finally, that God has now appointed Him as their King and Judge, but also as 

their Savior, if they will repent.   
d.  Peter’s purpose is to bring them to see their danger that they might repent and 

turn to Christ.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, we see Peter charge these Jews with the rejection and murder of Jesus.   

1.  We see here an excellent example of Spirit inspired evangelism:   
a.  Law must come before the Gospel.   
b.  Peter makes the charge and makes it stick, so they have no place to run and hide.   
c.  He wants them to sense that they are guilty before an infinitely holy God, before 

he brings the balm of the Gospel to apply to these wounds (which we’ll see this 
evening).   

d.  Again, we’re reminded of a simple principle of evangelism:  if we want people to 
pay attention to the fact there is a Savior, they must first sense their need of one.   

e.  And so Peter begins:   
 

2.  First, he says they were not ignorant of the fact that Jesus was the Christ:  this 
makes them inexcusable.   
a.  Peter points to the miracles Jesus did as the signs God gave to verify who He 

was.  “Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to 
you by God with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through 
Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know” (v. 22).   

b.  Though they denied God did these miracles and some even accused Jesus of 
performing them through the prince of darkness, they were still guilty.   
(i)  Sometimes we think that just because someone doesn’t accept the revelation 

God gives them – whether through nature or through the Gospel – that 
somehow this excuses them.   

(ii)  But it doesn’t:  God will hold them accountable for it – He says it’s enough, 
even if they think it isn’t.   

(iii)  Even though these Jews rejected Jesus in light of these miracles, they had no 
excuse.   

(iv)  They had the clear light of these signs, wonders and miracles, as well as the 
Word of God directly from the mouth of Jesus.   

(v)  It would be more tolerable for Sodom in the Day of Judgment than for them 
(Matt. 11:24), if they don’t repent.   

 
3.  They not only did not receive Him, they delivered Him over to death.  Peter charges 

them:  “You nailed [Him] to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to 
death” (v. 23).   
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a.  You did this, even though you used the Romans:   
(i)  The fact that it was carried out by the Romans didn’t excuse them.   
(ii)  Didn’t they even cry out when Pilate tried to release Him:  “His blood shall 

be on us and on our children” – not His atoning blood, but the guilt of His 
execution? (Matt. 27:25).   

(iii)  And isn’t this why God destroyed them and their city not many years from 
then? (Matt. 22:7).   

(iv)  This shows how hard their hearts were, how guilty they were:   
(a)  Jesus told certain Pharisees on one occasion that they committed the 

unpardonable sin for attributing the work of the Spirit to the devil, and that 
in the face of such clear light – Satan can’t be divided against himself 
(Matt. 12).   

(b)  These had not gone that far, but they had gone far enough:   
(i)  They rejected His miracles, perhaps at the encouragement of their 

leaders, and handed Jesus over to death.   
(ii)  They had still gone far enough to seal their destruction forever.   

 
b.  But at the same time, Peter wanted them to know that even this was not outside 

of God’s plan.  “This Man [was] delivered over by the predetermined plan and 
foreknowledge of God” (v. 23).   
(i)  God had intended from all eternity to send Jesus to die in this way.   
(ii)  Because He had planned it, it couldn’t have happened any other way.   
(iii)  But at the same time, God didn’t force them to do what they did.   
(iv)  They rejected His miracles and handed Him over to be crucified because 

they wanted to, because they hated Him.   
(v)  Peter has driven his first point home:  God sent them His Son; they knew 

who He was; but they rejected Him and killed Him anyway.   
 

B.  But Peter has a second point:  Though they killed Him, He was very much alive:  God 
raised Him up again.   
1.  Peter goes on to say God did not allow the Prince of life to remain in the tomb:  

“But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was 
impossible for Him to be held in its power” (v. 24).   
a.  God released Him from death.   
b.  “You killed Him, but the God you claim to worship raised Him again from the 

dead; He has undone the evil that you did to Him.”   
c.  He came into this world to bring life:  God would not leave Him under the power 

of death.   
 
2.  This is exactly what David (the Scripture) said would happen:   

a.  He would not be in the tomb long enough for His body to decompose – He would 
rise again:  “For David says of Him, ‘I saw the Lord always in my presence; for 
He is at my right hand, so that I will not be shaken.  Therefore my heart was glad 
and my tongue exulted; moreover my flesh also will live in hope; because You 
will not abandon my soul to Hades, nor allow Your holy one to undergo decay.  
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You have made known to me the ways of life; You will make me full of gladness 
with your presence.” (vv. 25-28).   
(i)  The Lord would not leave His soul/body in Hades/Sheol/ the grave.   
(ii)  But He would raise Him up again and reward Him with fullness of joy and 

gladness in His presence.   
 

b.  Peter’s point is:  David did not write this about himself, but about Jesus.  
“Brethren, I may confidently say to you regarding the patriarch David that he 
both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.  And so, because he 
was a prophet and knew that God had sworn to him with an oath to seat one of 
his descendants on his throne, he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of 
the Christ, that He was neither abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh suffer 
decay” (vv. 29-31).   
(i)  If David had been speaking about himself, his tomb wouldn’t be with them.   
(ii)  But through his prophetic gift, he looked forward to the resurrection of 

Christ and wrote of it.   
 

3.  But Peter goes on:  “Not only did David predict this would happen; we saw Him:  
“This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses” (v. 32).   
a.  Jesus showed Himself alive to them so that they could be His witnesses (1:8).   
b.  They were to tell others about His resurrection - that because He lives, there is 

forgiveness through His blood.   
c.  But they were also to use this as a warning:  there was judgment coming from 

His hand if they didn’t repent.   
d.  And so these should repent.   

 
C.  Finally, Peter drives home the most terrifying of his arguments:  Not only did they kill 

God’s Son, not only is He now alive again, but God has exalted Him to the position of 
Lord over all creation and the only way to be reconciled with God.   
1.  The fact that the Spirit had been poured out was his evidence to this truth:   

a.  It was the proof that Jesus was not only alive, but had been exalted to the right 
hand of God, ‘Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and 
having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured 
forth this which you both see and hear” (v. 33).   

b.  The fact that He now has the authority to give the Spirit to them proves both His 
resurrection and His exaltation.   

 
2.  Peter points to another psalm to show that just as David was not referring to himself 

when he wrote about being resurrected, he was also not referring to himself when he 
wrote about being exalted:  “For it was not David who ascended into heaven, but he 
himself says:  ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, until I make your 
enemies a footstool for Your feet”’” (vv. 34-35).   
a.  This was the same Scripture Jesus used to show that David’s Son – the Messiah – 

would be no mere man:  if he was, how could David, his father, call him Lord, 
since the father is greater than the son?   

b.  The point is, David’s son would be no mere man – He would be the Son of God:   
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(i)  This is the One who has ascended into heaven, the One who has poured out 
of His Spirit.   

(ii)  More importantly to Peter’s point:  This is the One whom the Father has 
exalted over all, who has been given authority over all, and to whom every 
knee shall one day bow (Phil. 2:9-10).   

 
3.  Peter now draws his conclusion:  “Therefore let all the house of Israel know for 

certain that God has made Him both Lord and Christ – this Jesus whom you 
crucified” (v. 36).   
a.  This Jesus whom you killed has been raised by God.   
b.  And God has made Him not only King over all Creation and the Judge of all 

men, but also the Christ – the only way of reconciliation with God.   
c.  And so what should they do?   

(i)  Peter will bring out the implications of these things this evening.   
(ii)  Basically, they had better turn from their sins and turn to Christ, or they will 

be destroyed.   
 

4.  Again, what a perfect example of evangelism:   
a.  Show them their danger and then point them to safety.   
b.  It’s the same thing the doctor does when he tries to get his patient undergo the 

procedure that will help him:  if you don’t have this operation, you will die.   
c.  If we want others to pay attention to what we have to tell them of the Gospel, we 

cannot leave their danger out of the picture.   
(i)  They must be thoroughly convinced that they need the Savior, before they 

will ever reach out for Him.   
(ii)  They need more than this:  they need the work of the Spirit to show them the 

glory of the Savior.   
 

d.  I hope you have personally experienced these things in your lives:   
(i)  That you know that apart from Christ you are guilty and in danger of eternal 

destruction.   
(ii)  And that you have turned from your sins and trusted in Jesus Christ.   
 

e.  God has made Him both Lord and Christ:  it doesn’t matter what the world 
thinks, it cannot change this truth.   

f.  And so let’s make sure we are living in the light of this truth and conducting 
ourselves in a way that would be honoring to Him.   

g.  Let’s also do what we can to bring others to this truth, because apart from it, they 
will surely perish.  Amen.   


