
tlGod BleRses the House of the Righteous" 
(Proverbs 3:33) 

Introduction: Solomon, in this closing section of chapter 3 of Proverbs, is 
giving to us a series of contrasts between the righteous and the wicked. 
This is a very common technique of his to show us how futile it is to follow 
the ways of the wicked and the foolish, but how much blessing may be found 
in the way of the righteous and the wise. It may seem that today things 
have changed. It seems as though most of the time the wicked prosper and 
the good guys finish last. But that isn't true. You mustn't look at things 
the way that they appear out,.;rardly, but as they really are. And you can It 
see the way things really are with your physical eyes. You must see with 
the eyes of faith. God's Word must be allowed to interpret reality for you. 
There was a story that I once heard about two missionaries, a husband and 
wife, who had just retired from a lifetime of service on the mission field 
in Africa. They had grown old and were unable to labor anymore, so they 
were returning to America to spend their few last years at home. In the 
Providence of God, they were on the same boat as President Theodore 
Roosevelt who was returning from a big game hunt on the same continent. 
When they arrived at port, the President was welcomed by thousands of 
cheering people. But the missionaries had no one to welcome them. The 
President was chauffeured off Un a bright new limousine)to his luxurious 
house. The missionaries took a taxi to their very meager accommodations. 
At first, this created problems for the missionaries. Here they had gi.ven 
their whole lives and sacrificed all their comforts to bring the good news 
of Christ to a lost and dying people. But when they arrived at home, there 
was no one to welcome them, or even to thank them. The President, who had 
merely gone to Africa to shoot a few animals, was given a royal welcome. 
But when they humbly sought the Lord, He showed them that they had not yet 
received their reward, because they were not yet home. The President was 
getting his whole reward now. But their's was yet future. Their arrival in 
heaven would be greeted by a host of angels rejoicing over their victory, 
and by the open arms of their Lord and Savior, who would tell them, "Well 
done, good and faithful servants." When you look at things as they are 
outwardly, you can easily be deceived. But when you look through the eyes 
of Scripture, through faith, you get a clear view of how things really are. 
What really matters is who prospers in the end, not who prospeJ~S in these 
few years upon the earth. The way to really succeed is to choose 
righteousness and turn away from wickedness. You must embrace Christ and 
serve Him with all your might. 

Last week Solomon exhorted us not to choose our role models and heroes 
from the world. To live like them is to be like them. And if we share in 
their character now, we will share in their fate later. But if we instead 
walk in the path of the righteous, we will share in their blessing at the 
end. It is the righteous who are the Lord's intimate friends, those whom He 
will take to live with Him forever. 

This week, Solomon gives us further incentive to walk in that straight 
path by telling us, that 

Those who choose to live wickedly in this life will bring a curse, 
not only upon themselves, but also upon their households. But those who 
live righteously will obtain a blessing instead. 

1. 	 There Are, Pirst of All in Th.is Passage, Two Houses Spoken of: the 
House of the W.icked and the House of the Righteous. 
A. 	 Solomon Is Not Speaking Here of a LiteraJ House, But of HOl/seho1ds, 

or Families. 
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1. 	 The word "house" in Hebrew can refer to a Literal house. 
2. 	 But it often refers to t:1 household, or a famiJy. 

a. 	 God said to Noah, "ENTER THE ARK, YOU AND ALL YOUR HOUSE; 
FOR YOU ALONE I HAVE SEEN TO BE RIGHTEOUS BEFORE ME IN THIS 
TIME" (Gen. 7:]). We know that Noah did not tear his hOllse 
down and load .it on the ark. But he did put his family on 
it. 

b. 	 When Joshua cha.l1enged the people of Israel by saying, "BUT 
AS FOR ME AND MY HOUSE, WE WILL SERVE THE LORD, II the people 
did not think that Joshua would worship God with his tent:, 
but with his household (Josh. 24:15). 

B. 	 The Thing that Is Important for You to See Here Is That God Deals 
With Families, Not Just with Individuals. 
1. 	 We look at things qu.ite a bit differenUy than they d.id. We 

tend to be individualistic, or independent. 
a. 	 This accounts for the difficu1 ty that those who come from a 

baptistic background have in seeing the truth of infant 
baptism. 

b. 	 They impose t1leir 20th Century American mindset on 1st Century 
Judaism. They look for d.irect commandments to bapt.tze their 
infants, while the people of that day would automatically do 
so unless the Lord showed them otherwise. 

c. 	 To the Jew, his housel101d was very important. 
(i) 	 Sometimes certain privileges would become YOUlb because 

of the house that you were born into. 
(ii) 	 If you were a Levite, you had the tremendous privilege 

of serving in the Temple. You {.rere one of those who 
had been brought near to the Lord to minister to Him. 

(i.ii) 	 If you were born into the line of Aaron, you had the 
even greater privilege of offering the sacrifices a.nd 
drawing nearer to the Lord. 

(iv) 	 If you were born into the line of David, there was a 
possibi1.ity that you could be l<1ng. 

(v) 	 Your lineage would be very important, if you were 
Jewish. 

d. 	 The Jew was also concerned about the future welfare of his 
household. 
(i) 	 The faithful Jew wanted to know that his children would 

continue in the true fa.ith, and that the blessings of 
the covenant would be their's. 

(ii) 	 One of the tbings wbich blessed David's soul when the 
Lord made His covenant with him, was that God spoke of 
the welfare of his house for many years into the future. 

2. You too should be concerned fOl~ the welfare of your posterity. 
a. 	 Have you ever stopped to consider how your actions and 

decisions would affect your children and your children's 
children? 

b. 	 Have you stopped to consider that you also are building a 
house that is going to continue, long after you are gone? 

c. 	 The fact is that you and I are building a house, and we 
should be very careful that the house that we build has good 
and holy foundations so that it will endure and prosper. 

II. 	 And This Brings Us to The Second Thing Which Our Passage Tells Us, 
Namely, That There Are Some HOllses Which God Blesses and There Are Some 
Which He Curses, 
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A. 	 First, SoJomon Tells Us that It Is God Who Curses, and It Is God Wl10 
Blesses. He Speaks of the "CURSE OF THE LORD" and the .fa.ct that "HE 
BLESSES. " 
1. 	 Now J don't think anyone here would dispute the fact that God is 

the 	giver of an blessings. 
a. 	 James wrote, "EVERY GOOD THING BESTOWED AND EVERY PERFECT 

GIFT IS FROM THE FATHER OF LIGHTS, WITH WHOM THERE IS NO 
VARIATION, OR SHIFTING SHADOW" (James 1:11). 

b. 	 If there is to be blessing, God must give it. .And when lie 
does, it means that He gives the power for success and for 
prosperi ty. He estab1.ishes the works of your hands. 

c. 	 This is true both in the physical and spiritual rea.1m. He 
gives the power to succeed. 

2. 	 But God is the source of curse as well. 
a. 	 God has the power to bless, and God has the pOIN'er to curse. 
b. 	 A curse is just the opposite of blessing. It is the removal 

of success, and t1le bringing in of opposition and adversity. 
c. 	 Cursing is not something over which He has no power. It is 

not something which happens apart from Him. He is the One 
who brings it, or who holds it back. In Deuteronomy 28:20, 
to those Jews who would disobey Him, He says, "THE LORD WILL 
SEND UPON YOU CURSES, CONFUSION, AND REBUKE, IN ALL YOlf 
UNDERTAKE TO DO, UNTIL YOU ARE DESTROYED AND UNTIL YOU 
PERISH QUICKLY. " 

d. 	 Cursing .is in His sovereign power. 

B. 	 But Even Though He is the Sourc(, of Both, He Does Not Bring B1e.c:sing 
or Inflict Curses Arbitrarily. 
1. 	 Every time He inflicts a curse, .it is because of s:in. 

a. 	 In the passage I jus t quoted, the reason He g.ives for 
bringing the curse is because OF THE EVIL OF [their] DEEDS, 
BECAUSE [they] HAVE FORSAKEN [Him]" (Deu. 28: 20) • God 
brings His curse upon their disobedience. 

b. 	 God cursed the serpent because he deceived Eve into eating 
the forbidden fruit (Gen. 3: 14). 

c. 	 God cursed the ground, which made Adam's work much more 
difficult, because of Adam's sin. He says, "CURSED IS THE 
GROUND BECAUSE OF YOU" (Gen. 3: 11-19) • 

d. 	 All of the curses of hell are noth.ing more than retribution 
aga.inst the sinner for each and everyone of his sins. 

e. 	 God is a God of justice, and He justly back to men 
according to their works. 

2. 	 However, when God blesses, it is not because His people have 
earned a blessing. God always blesses gratuitously. 
a. 	 No mere human has ever deserved any good from the hand of' God. 
b. 	 "ALL HAVE SINNED AND PALL SHORT OP THE GLORY OP GOD" (Rom. 

3:23). Not one of you can lay claim to <my blessing. 
c. 	 Whatever good thing anyone receives .from the Doni, he 

receives it purely by God's goodness. 
d. 	 Even those of you who have been redeemed by Christ cannot 

say that you deserved .it, or earned it. Every good gift; 
which God bestows on you, He does so graciously. 

3. 	 And yet, on the ot1ley hand, God has set up a law by which He 
blesses for obedience, just as He curses for disobedience. 
a. 	 A natiOll can be exalted .for a kind of righteousness which 

God f<i:mJ:s.--tft8:t it .fi t ting to bless. 
y,~"", 
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b. 	 Even tl10se who are unregenerate can experience some of the 
goodness of God for doing what it right. 

c. 	 The person who is honest in his business will most often be 
prospered by God, while the one who is dishonest, God will 
not prosper. 

d. 	 The husband who is faithful to his wife and supplies for the 
needs of his family will often be blessed with .:1 strong 
marriage, while the one who cheats on his wife and squandel-s 
his money on gambLing will not. 

e. 	 Even those who are Christians, though the.ir works do not 
earn anything in the sight of God, yet God has made it 
fitting that such good works rece.ive His blessing and 
reward. But again it is purely through the goodness of God 
that such works are rewarded. 

f. 	 The bottom line is, that whatever a man sows, he will also 
reap (Gal. 6:7). 

C. 	 But the Most Important Thing I Want You to Set~ This Morning, 
Combining All of These Ideas, Is that When You Reap What You Smil, 
You Reap Not Only for Yourself, but for Your Househo.ld. "THE CURSE 
OF THE LORD IS ON THE HOUSE OF THE WICKED, BUT HE BLESSES THE 
DWELLING OF THE RIGHTEOUS• ., 
1. 	 Wicked living brings the curse of God on the w.icked man's house, 


whi.l e righteous Living brings His bJ ess.ing. 

a. 	 Adam's sin condemned not only himself, but all of his 


posteri ty, the whole human race. 

b. 	 Eli's sin of not rebuking his children for their wickedness, 

brought a curse 011 his descendants so that none would live 
to an old age (1 Sam. 2:27-31), 

c. 	 David's sin with Bathsheba brought a sword on bis house 

which would never depart. 


d. 	 011 the other hand, Abraham's obedience r"as rew"rrded by the 
blessing of a large household and a seed through which an 
the nations of the earth would be blessed. 

e. 	 Joseph's obedience was rewarded with the saving of his and 
his father's household. 

f. 	 David's obedience w'as rewarded with a dynasty of kings which 
would come forth from his loins. 

g. 	 We are not forgetting that each of these bless~ings was 
purely by God goodness. They did not earn it. But it was 
fitting that God, after giving them His grace to al.low them 
to do such good deeds, should then reward them with His 
blessings. 

·1i..;~ 	 .-b..,/.-,;~ 
2. 	 The question that l-ptrt fty you this morning js, what will happen 


to your household on account of your works? 

a. 	 Will you bring a blessing to it through your obedience to 


His Word, or a curse for disobedience? 

b. 	 The decisions that you make wi.ll affect your household for 

years to come. ov;t; "....cI",\ ,t-~j (ft~ 
c. 	 If you reject Christ and His grace offered to you, you will c.,",~~.,t£;""",.~ 

most l.ikely be the cause of many of your descendants being ;A'Jd.".•~ Jfk..:t,l.. 
damned forever. If you are steeled in rebellion, and raise "",-,·v(.{ 

your children with the same hard heart against reLigion that 
you have, you will be the means of their damnation, mLless 
the Lord sovereignly chooses to save some of them. 
Sometimes He does save from the house of the w.-tcked, but 
most of them are left to per.isl1 forever. 

http:Househo.ld


5 

d. 	 But if you recei ve Chris t as your all and alJ> if you love 
Him wi th all of your heart, and obey all of His 
commandments from a good heart, you win be the means of 
blessing to your household. '-"1vhen God saves, He most often 
does so in the covenant community. It .is there that His 
means of grace are exercised. It is to them that He has 
entrusted them. He gives them His Word, His worship, His 
sacraments, His promises. These are the means to the 
salvation of a soul. And what better place to bring His 
elect into the world, than into families which share these 
blessings? 

e. 	 And so peopJe of God, knowing that this is true, how wilJ you 
live? WiLl you build your house on sand and bring about the 
ruin of many? Or will you build your house on the solid 
foundation of Christ and be the means of blessing perhaps 
thousands of your descendants? Rr!member, what really matters 
is who prospers .in the end, not in this life. May the Lord 
grant you eyes to see and hearts to serve Him, so that you and 
yours may inherit His blessings, and keep them forever. Amen. 


