
 

“Go to the Lost Sheep of Israel” 
(Matthew 10:5-7) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  In Matthew 10:1-4, we have seen Christ’s call to twelve of His disciples to be His apostles, and to 
send them into His harvest.  The works is plentiful, but the laborers are few.  Therefore, the Lord called and 
appointed these twelve men to do this work in their day, and continues to raise up men today.  We also saw how the 
Lord equipped them for the work.  He was sending them out to fight against the kingdom of darkness, so He gave 
them authority over the unclean spirits, to cast them out with a word.  He was sending them out with a message 
which was contrary to what the people were being taught by the Pharisees, so He equipped them with authority to 
heal and to do miracles, so that the people would listen to them.  And He was sending them out to call men and 
women to faith and repentance, so He equipped them with the authority to preach in His name.  We also saw last 
week that He specifically called twelve men to this office, in order to show us that this kingdom He was raising up 
was to be a New Israel.  The Old Israel had failed through their unbelief, and so Christ was taking the kingdom away 
from them and giving it to a nation which would bear the fruits of righteousness (Matt. 21:43).   
  But before He sends them out, He first gives to them their marching orders, their instructions (v. 5).  Some 
commentators have called this their ordination sermon.  Whenever a man is ordained in our denomination, he is 
given a charge by one of the ministers to exhort him to be faithful to the ministry which is being committed to him.  
Jesus is doing the same here to these men.  He is charging them with their duty as His ministers, before He sends 
them out.  Notice that this sermon is divided into three sections.  The first section, in verses 5-15, applies 
specifically to the mission that He is now sending them on.  He tells them where they are to go, what they are 
preach, what works they were to do, and how they were to conduct themselves in the places they went.  The second 
section, in verses 16-23, speaks more generally of what their mission would be like in the world, and by extension, 
also what the character of the Gospel ministry will be throughout the ages, until Christ returns.  And the third 
section, in verses 24-42, deals even more generally with what the ministry will be like in this new age of the 
kingdom, as well as what it will mean for all men to follow Christ.  Not only does the content of these sections 
suggest a three-fold division, but also the fact that at the end of each point, Jesus concludes with the words, “Truly I 
say to you.”   
  What we will begin to look at this morning is the first section in which Christ sends His apostles out to the 
cities of Israel.  And what we will want to note here mainly is this,  
 
  The Gospel was first sent to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.   
 
I.  Now notice, in the first part of this section, Christ is specifically sending His apostles to the Jews.  Jesus 

tells them, “Do not go in the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter any city of the Samaritans; but rather 
go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (vv. 5-6).  Now why did He do this?    
A.  Remember that the kingdom was first of all promised to the Jews.   

1.  The King and the kingdom were both promised in God’s covenants, and these covenants belonged to 
them.   
a.  Paul tells us in Romans 9:1-5, “I am telling the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience bearing 

me witness in the Holy Spirit, that I have great sorrow and unceasing grief in my heart.  For I could 
wish that I myself were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen 
according to the flesh, who are Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption as sons and the glory and the 
covenants and the giving of the Law and the temple service and the promises, whose are the fathers, 
and from whom is the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all, God blessed forever.  Amen.”  
There were primarily four covenants of promise:  the Abrahamic, Mosaic, Davidic, and the New 
Covenant.   

b.  In the Abrahamic Covenant God promised to give Abraham the land of Canaan, as many children as 
the stars in the sky or as numerous as the sand by the sea shore, and that through his seed, all the 
nations of the earth would be blessed (Gen. 15).  God fulfilled this literally, in multiplying the Jews 
and in giving them the land of Palestine.  But He also fulfilled this promise spiritually by raising up a 
numerous seed with the faith of Abraham, to whom He would give the New Heavens and the New 
Earth.  The first were the types, the second, the reality.  And all this He did through the promised 
seed, the Lord Jesus Christ, who was the seed of Abraham through whom all the nations of the earth 
would be blessed.   
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c.  The Mosaic covenant, as I noted before in previous sermons, was the Abrahamic Covenant wedded to 
a covenant of Law.  But even those laws were pointing to the promise.  The Moral Law condemned 
that it might point them to the One who was pictured in the Ceremonial Law, to Christ, the One who 
could save them.   

d.  The King and the kingdom were also promised to them through the Davidic Covenant.  God raised up 
David to rule over His kingdom, and promised him that He would raise up his Son to sit on his throne 
after him, and that His kingdom would have no end.  Jesus is that promised Son, who now reigns on 
the throne of David in heaven over His kingdom, which broadly considered is the whole Creation.   

e.  The New Covenant is simply the fulfillment of the first three covenants.  It was put into effect when it 
was ratified by the blood of Christ.  It is the reality of all that the other three were pointing to.   

 
2.  But since the promises were made to the Jews in these covenants, Jesus came to fulfill the promises to 

them first.   
a.  When the Canaanite woman came to Jesus to entreat Him concerning her daughter who was demon-

possessed, He said to her, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matt. 15:24).   
b.  Clearly, in our text, He is also sending His disciples to them exclusively.   
c.  And later, even after the rejection of Christ by the Jews, Paul will still see his mission as being to the 

Jews first.  He writes in Romans 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God 
for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.”   

d.  Now it’s not that Jesus was unsympathetic to the Gentiles, for we have already seen how God had 
given to the Centurion a greater faith than anyone in Israel.  We will also see later that Jesus will 
answer the prayer of the Canaanite woman and heal her daughter.  Nor was it that He was 
unsympathetic to the Samaritans, for we read in John 4 that early on in His ministry He spoke with 
and converted many from a city of Samaria.  But the point is that He was sent mainly to the Jews to 
fulfill His promises to them.   

e.  And certainly we should not assume that God has given up on the Jews altogether.  He is saving His 
elect people from the Jews in every age.  There is even a significant part of the church that has 
believed for centuries that the Lord is going to return to them in revival and save by far the greater 
portion of them.  Jesus sent His apostles to the Jews.   

 
B.  But notice what Jesus calls the group He is targeting.  He calls them “the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”   

1.  Now these were the covenant people of God.  These were the members of the Old Covenant church.  And 
yet Jesus calls them lost sheep.   
a.  They were lost in that they did not have faithful shepherds to teach and guide them into all the ways of 

righteousness, as we saw in Matthew 9:36.   
b.  But they were also lost in the sense that they were without salvation.  They were strangers to the grace 

of God.  They had the externals of the covenants.  They had the promises made to them, and they even 
had those promises sealed to them through circumcision.  But they did not have that which was 
necessary to receive the promise, namely, faith.  Therefore, they were lost.  And so Jesus, as the 
faithful Shepherd, came out to seek them.   

c.  This should serve as a reminder to us not to place our hope of salvation in our being connected 
externally to the covenant.  That is, we should not trust in our baptism, or in our membership in the 
local church (although both of these are very important), but we should trust in Christ, and in Christ 
alone for that salvation, for He is the only One who can save us.   

 
2.  Now surely Jesus doesn’t mean that everyone in Israel was lost.   

a.  Surely there were those who did believe in the Lord and had received the promises, such as Joseph and 
Mary, Zachariah and Elizabeth, John the Baptist, and Simeon and Anna.  But certainly the vast 
majority of them were lost.   

b.  Nor does this mean on the other hand that Jesus was going out to save all of them, for most of them 
would eventually perish.  Only a remnant would be saved (Rom. 11:5).  The fact that Jesus was 
sending them out to the lost sheep of the house Israel might be an indication that He was targeting the 
elect (John 10).  Even though they are a faceless crowd to us, they are not so to Him.   

c.  In this respect, the work of the Gospel ministry is still the same, to go and gather in Christ’s sheep who 
are lost.  Oddly enough, this is the one aspect of the Christian ministry that is most neglected in 
Reformed circles today.   
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II.  Secondly, we are told what they were to do.  He says, “And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of 

heaven is at hand’” (v. 7).   
A.  This is the primary way in which the kingdom of heaven advances:  through preaching.   

1.  There are other ways, as well.   
a.  Certainly, every time you witness to someone, the kingdom of heaven advances.   
b.  Certainly, every time you show the reality of Christ in you by your acts of love and kindness, the 

kingdom advances.   
c.  Certainly, every time you get on your knees in prayer, seeking that the Lord would send forth His 

Spirit and gather in His sheep, the kingdom advances.   
 

2.  But that which Christ ordained to be the primary way in which it would advance is through the preaching 
of His kingdom.   
a.  Preaching differs from witnessing in that it is an authoritative proclamation of the Word of the Lord.  

It is the official heralding of a message on behalf of an authoritative sovereign.  It is this message 
which the Lord uniquely blesses and uses to call His people to Himself.   

b.  The one who does this, as we have seen, must be commissioned by the Lord.  He must be given the 
authority or the right to do this.  He must be sent.  It would be a presumption on our part to speak on 
behalf of the President of the United States to the Parliament of England if he had not sent us.  The 
same is true here.  Christ chooses whom He will send, as we saw earlier.  He clothes them with 
authority and sends them out.   

c.  Paul wrote in Romans 10:14-15, “How then shall they call upon Him in whom they have not believed?  
And how shall they believe in Him whom they have not heard?  And how shall they hear without a 
preacher?  And how shall they preach unless they are sent?  Just as it is written, "How beautiful are 
the feet of those who bring glad tidings of good things!”   

d.  Christ earlier commanded us to pray that the Lord of the Harvest would raise up such workers to send 
into His fields.  Let us continue to pray that He would, and not stop until we see the answer to our 
prayers.  But let us also be encouraged that when we do see it, then we know that Christ is about to 
advance His kingdom.   

 
B.  Christ raised up preachers, and what was the message they were to preach?  Jesus said, “As you go, preach, 

saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand” (v. 7).   
1.  The message they were to bring was that the Messianic kingdom promised by the prophets was now near.   

a.  This is the kingdom which Daniel spoke of when he interpreted King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.  
Daniel, in explaining the meaning of the rock cut without hands, which crushed the feet of clay mixed 
with iron causing the whole structure to collapse, said, “And in the days of those kings the God of 
heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for 
another people; it will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever” 
(Dan. 2:44).   

b.  This is the kingdom which Christ was bringing.  It is the kingdom that He received of the Father when 
He ascended into heaven.  It is the kingdom that He now rules and reigns over.  Daniel tells us this in 
another vision.  He writes, “I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven 
One like a Son of Man was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of days and was presented before 
Him.  And to Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations, and men of 
every language might serve Him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away; 
and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed” (7:13-14).   

c.  The message was that the King had now come, and with it, the kingdom of God.   
 

2.  This is primarily the same message that Christ sends His ministers to preach today.   
a.  Only the message is not so much that the kingdom is near, as it is the kingdom is already here.  The 

King has come.  As we’ve read, He has already set up His kingdom.  It was established in the days of 
those kings which were represented by the ten toes of the feet of clay mixed with iron.  That spoke of 
the Roman empire in its latter state, when it was weakened and divided.  It was in the days of the 
Caesars of Rome that Christ established His kingdom.   

b.  And now it continues to grow, as the rock cut without hands, until it will eventually fill the whole 
earth.  The kingdom has come, but not yet in its fullness.  This is why Jesus teaches us to pray to the 
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Father in the Lord’s Prayer, “Your kingdom come.  Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” 
(Matt. 6:10).   

c.  The kingdom of heaven advances through the authoritative preaching of the Gospel.  But without the 
prayers of God’s people, which is one of the means by which He advances His kingdom, that 
preaching will have only limited success.  Therefore, Jesus commands us to pray, to pray that His 
Father’s kingdom, the kingdom which has been entrusted to Him by the Father, would continue to 
advance, and to crush and stamp out all ungodliness in its wake, until His kingdom fills the whole 
earth and all men everywhere serve Him, even as the angels and glorified saints do in heaven.   

d.  God’s kingdom has come and it continues to grow.  The only question left is, of course, Who will 
enter into it?  When Christ first came, the kingdom was offered only to His Old Covenant people.  But 
this is no longer the case.  Christ has now commanded that the kingdom be offered to all.  Before He 
ascended to heaven, Jesus told His disciples, “You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to 
the remotest part of the earth” (Acts 1:8).  The kingdom started in Israel.  It was laid upon the 
foundation of the Old Covenant Church.  But now it is spreading outward, filling the earth.   

e.  But not everyone will enter it.  Only those who will take hold of Christ by faith and receive Him as 
their Lord and Savior ever will.  Not everyone will do this.  But as we have already seen, all His sheep 
will.  Jesus says, “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; and I give eternal 
life to them, and they shall never perish; and no one shall snatch them out of My hand” (John 10:27-
28).   

f.  Are you one of Christ’s sheep this morning?  Are you listening to His voice and following Him, no 
matter how difficult, no matter how great the cost?  Then rejoice in that the great Shepherd of the 
sheep has found you.   

g.  But are you not in Christ’s fold?  Then listen to the voice of the Great Shepherd as He entreats you this 
morning in His Word.  Jesus bids all who are weary and heavy laden to come to Him to find rest.  If 
you feel the weight of your sins bearing down on you, if you see the danger you are in of God’s 
judgment for those sins, if see your need for Jesus and desire to come to Him to be relieved of your 
guilt, then come to Him now.  Take hold of Him, and believe on Him for everlasting life.  You do not 
need to clean up your life before you come to Him.  You will never be good enough for God to accept 
you.  You must come now and come as you are.  Christ alone can cleanse you of your sins.  Christ 
alone can give you the strength to overcome them.  Don’t delay.  Come to Him now.  May God grant 
you His grace that you may.  Amen.   


