
 

“Go to the Lost Sheep of Israel, Part 2” 
(Matthew 10:8-10) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Last week we were looking at the instructions Jesus gave His apostles before He sent them out on 
their preaching mission.  First, He told them not to go to the Gentiles or the Samaritans.  Why not?  Because, as we 
saw, Jesus came first to His covenant people, to those to whom God had made the promises in His covenants.  He 
had promised to give them the kingdom of God.  He had promised to send them the Messiah, who would be both 
their Savior and King.  At this point in history, most of them had fallen away from the Lord.  There were very few 
who were looking for Him or His kingdom.  This is why the Lord first sent John the Baptist to prepare His way, to 
get the people ready for His coming.  This is why when Jesus came, the first thing He did was go out to gather His 
lost sheep from Israel.  This is also why when He sent His apostles out, He sent them first to these same people as 
well.   
  Second, He told them how it was they were to gather them.  He said, “And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The 
kingdom of heaven is at hand’” (v. 7).  They were to preach, i.e., to declare the arrival of Christ’s kingdom as His 
ambassadors.  They were to announce that the kingdom of heaven, that kingdom which King Nebuchadnezzar had 
dreamed about, that kingdom which Daniel had seen in his vision, was now near.  The King had arrived, and with 
Him the promised kingdom that would eventually inundate the whole earth, destroying the kingdom of the evil one 
in its wake.   
  But there were still other things He needed to tell them before He sent them out.  He had to tell them what 
they were to do, what they were to take, where they were to stay, and what they were to do when their message was 
rejected.  We will look at the first two of these this morning.   
 
I.  First, what were they to do?  Jesus told them that they were to preach, and what they were to preach.  We 

saw this last week.  But He also told them they were to “heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers,” 
and “cast out demons” (v. 8).   
A.  How were they to do this?   

1.  In the same way that they were to preach:  not on their own authority, but on Christ’s.   
a.  He was the only One who could give them this authority.  And this is what He was now doing.  They 

had seen Him work miracles.  Now He was giving them the ability to do the same.   
b.  But why was He giving them this authority?  Well, as we’ve already seen, it was to confirm the 

message they were bringing.  He was sending them to preach the same doctrine He had preached, and 
so He was giving them the same power to confirm that message.   

c.  Remember where they were in redemptive history.  The kingdom of heaven was just being set up.  It 
was being founded upon the teaching of Christ.  There needed to be something to prove that this 
doctrine was from God.  And the way God verified it was through miracles.   

d.  Now that the kingdom of God has come into the world, now that it has been established and is 
advancing, there is no longer any need for these miracles.  The foundation of doctrine has been laid 
once and for all through Christ and His apostles and prophets.  God has already verified their doctrine 
through His miracles.  Nothing more is really needed.  Now if anyone questions the authority of this 
teaching, we need only point to the miracles they performed.   

 
2.  But notice the kind of miracles they were to perform.   

a.  These were not simply astonishing feats to amaze the people.  Nor were they miracles of judgment, 
such as calling down fire from heaven.   

b.  These were miracles of healing, of raising the dead, of cleansing the lepers, and of casting out demons.  
These were all acts of kindness.  They were revelations of the mercies of God.  God always reveals 
His kindness first.  It is only when that is rejected that He reveals His wrath.  He first send His Son 
and His Son’s apostles to the cities of Israel to proclaim peace in their streets.  And after they rejected 
Christ and His apostles, He brought His judgment upon them.   

c.  Perhaps this healing ministry was also meant to be a picture to them of what Christ would do for them 
in the spiritual realm, if they would only trust Him.  The Lord was willing to take away their sins and 
to heal their spiritual leprosy, if they would only believe in His Son.   

d.  But certainly these miracles were also meant to point to Jesus as the Messiah of God (Isa. 29:18; 61:1-
3).  They were meant to single Him out.  These were, after all, the same things Jesus pointed to, to 
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show who He was, when John’s disciples came on John’s behalf to ask if He was the expected One 
(Matt. 11:4-6).   

 
B.  And notice too the way in which they were to do these things.  Jesus told them, “Freely you received, freely 

give” (v. 8b).  Freely they had receive the grace of God, freely they were now to show His grace.  There was 
to be no cost involved.   
1.  Think about this for a moment.  If one of these disciples had been inclined to profiteering, think about 

what he could have done with this authority.   
a.  Think about how much people would pay to be healed of a terminal illness, or even a chronic disease.  

Many on their deathbeds would give everything they had just to live a few years longer.  Think about 
how much people are willing to give today to those they believe have this ability.   

b.  There was a man in Scripture who knew the value of something like this, and even tried to buy this 
ability from the apostles, presumably because he thought he could get rich.  His name was Simon, the 
magician (Acts 8:18-23).  But you know what happened to him.  Peter said to him, “May your silver 
perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money!” (v. 20).  What he 
wanted to buy was the gracious gift of God’s Holy Spirit.  But this isn’t something a man can 
purchase.  It is something very precious and holy, which had already been purchased by Christ, for 
His sheep, and for them alone.   

 
2.  What Jesus had given to His disciples was to be given away without cost.  Freely they have received, 

freely they are to give.   
a.  This has always been the terms upon which God gives.  He never charges for anything He gives to 

man.  There is nothing we could pay Him anyway.  We have nothing to give.  All belongs to Him, and 
He gives it to us freely.  Even the most precious gift He has to bestow is free, the gift of eternal 
salvation.   

b.  He says through Isaiah, “Ho!  Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have no money 
come, buy and eat.  Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.  Why do you spend 
money for what is not bread, and your wages for what does not satisfy?  Listen carefully to Me, and 
eat what is good, and delight yourself in abundance.  Incline your ear and come to Me.  Listen, that 
you may live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, according to the faithful mercies 
shown to David” (55:1-3).   

c.  He says through John, “And the Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’  And let the one who hears say, 
‘Come.’  And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life without 
cost” (Rev. 22:17).   

d.  God’s grace is free grace, and it is to be offered freely.  This authority to preach and heal didn’t cost 
them anything.  Therefore they were to give it away freely and liberally.   

e.  Christ has given His gracious gifts freely to us as well.  Therefore, we should be ready and willing to 
share what He has given us with others, whether our spiritual blessings or our material, remembering 
what our Lord said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).   

 
II.  Secondly, what were they to take with them on this journey?  The answer is only what they were wearing.  

Jesus said, “Do not acquire gold, or silver, or copper for your money belts, or a bag for your journey, or 
even two tunics, or sandals, or a staff” (vv. 9-10).   
A.  They were not to prepare or provide anything for themselves.   

1.  They were not to make a profit on the one hand, but on the other hand, they were not to spend what they 
had on this journey either.  Why not?   

2.  They were to trust that the Lord in His gracious providence would provide what they needed.  If He feeds 
the sparrows and clothes the lilies, will He not much more do so for His own people (Matt. 6:25)?  This 
meant that all they had to do was to be faithful to what the Lord called them to do, and He would take 
care of the rest.   

 
B.  But how would He take care of them?   

1.  He could have done so through the miraculous.   
a.  He could have fed them by the ravens, as He did with Elijah (1 Kings 17:6).   
b.  Or He could have given them bread by providing manna from heaven, as He did with the children of 

Israel in the wilderness (Ex. 16).   
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c.  But He didn’t.   
 

2.  Rather, He chose to provide for them through His people.  Jesus says, “The worker is worthy of his 
support” (v. 10b).   
a.  This is the way the Lord usually provided for His laborers in Scripture.  He supported them through 

those who benefited from their service.   
b.  Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 9:4-14, “Do we not have a right to eat and drink?  Do we not have a right 

to take along a believing wife, even as the rest of the apostles, and the brothers of the Lord, and 
Cephas?  Or do only Barnabas and I not have a right to refrain from working?  Who at any time serves 
as a soldier at his own expense?  Who plants a vineyard, and does not eat the fruit of it?  Or who tends 
a flock and does not use the milk of the flock?  I am not speaking these things according to human 
judgment, am I?  Or does not the Law also say these things?  For it is written in the Law of Moses, 
‘YOU SHALL NOT MUZZLE THE OX WHILE HE IS THRESHING.’  God is not concerned about 
oxen, is He?  Or is He speaking altogether for our sake?  Yes, for our sake it was written, because the 
plowman ought to plow in hope, and the thresher to thresh in hope of sharing the crops.  If we sowed 
spiritual things in you, is it too much if we should reap material things from you?  If others share the 
right over you, do we not more?  Nevertheless, we did not use this right, but we endure all things, that 
we may cause no hindrance to the gospel of Christ.  Do you not know that those who perform sacred 
services eat the food of the temple, and those who attend regularly to the altar have their share with 
the altar?  So also the Lord directed those who proclaim the gospel to get their living from the 
gospel.”  They may not get rich from the Gospel, but they may at least expect to be well provided for.   

c.  This is the way the Lord still provides for His ministers.  He commands those to whom they minister 
to supply them with their living.  Paul writes to the Galatians, “And let the one who is taught the word 
share all good things with him who teaches” (Galatians 6:6), and he writes to Timothy, “Let the elders 
who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and 
teaching.  For the Scripture says, ‘YOU SHALL NOT MUZZLE THE OX WHILE HE IS 
THRESHING,’ and ‘The laborer is worthy of his wages’” (1 Tim. 5:17-18).   

d.  God would provide for them.  We will see more of how He intended to do this next week.   
e.  But in closing, I would turn your attention to what we saw under the last point, namely the free grace 

of God in Christ Jesus, as we prepare to come to the Lord’s Table.  This table, more than anything 
else which the Lord has instituted in His church, speaks to us of His grace -- of His free, unmerited, 
unearned grace.  It tells us that the Lord loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses and sins, 
enough to send His Son into the world, while we were still His enemies, to die for us and to reconcile 
us to Himself.  It also tells us that now we have been reconciled, we shall be saved from the wrath of 
God in Christ Jesus, because Jesus has already born that wrath for us.  Jesus died for us here this 
morning.  He died in our place, if we are trusting in Him for our acceptance with God.  Let us now 
prepare to come to the Table, and to eat and drink to our salvation.  Let us celebrate what the Lord has 
done for us.   

f.  But if you have not yet come to Christ, then I would warn you not to come to the Table, but rather to 
come to Christ.  He is the only One who can save you from your sins.  He is the only One who can 
reconcile you to God.  It is my prayer that if you don’t know Him this morning, that the Lord would 
reveal Himself to you in this Supper, show you your need of Him, and gracious bring you to Himself.  
May the Lord in His mercy be pleased to do so.  Amen.   


