
 

“Give Attention to the Word” 
(Hebrews 13:22-25) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Tonight, we come to the conclusion of the sermon to the Hebrews.  And how do you suppose 
that the author will end it?  If you had just written a letter full of instruction, that was heavy upon your 
heart, that your readers needed to know and do or they would be cast away forever, how would you end it?  
Probably the same way that he did.  He wanted to impress upon their hearts that having read all of these 
things, they will do them absolutely no good unless they listen to what he has written and obey it.  This is 
the same thing that James pointed out to his readers in the opening of his letter.  He wrote, “But prove 
yourselves doers of the Word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves” (1:22).  If you hear the 
Word of God, but do not submit to it, it will do you absolutely no good, but on the contrary a great deal of 
harm.  Along these lines, Richard Baxter, the great English pastor of the 17th Century that the Lord used to 
bring so many to a saving knowledge of Christ, once wrote, “You think you serve God by coming to 
church; but if you refuse to let the Word convert you, how should God be pleased with such a service as 
this?  . . .  Every time you hear, or pray, or praise God, or receive the sacrament, while you deny God in 
your heart and remain unconverted, you do but despise Him, and show more of your rebellion than your 
obedience.  . . .  God biddeth you come to church and hear the Word, and so far you do well; but withal, He 
chargeth you to suffer the Word to work upon your hearts, and to take it home and consider it, and obey it.”  
This applies not only to the unconverted, but to the converted as well.  God has ordained preaching in His 
church that His people might be constantly being transformed into His image.  This reminds us that the 
Lord did not appoint His Word to be preached in His church so that we might sit in judgment on it as to 
whether or not we like it, or whether or not we will obey it.  He appointed the preaching of His Word to 
search and judge our hearts, to show us what we are like, where we need to repent of our sins and where we 
must put on the Lord Jesus Christ.  Our text tells us this evening that  
 
  We are to study the Word of God with a view to doing what it says.   
 
I.  Notice the intensity with which he appeals to them now.  He writes, “But I urge you brethren, bear 

with this word of exhortation” (v. 22).   
A.  Literally translated, it has even more force.  He writes, “But I beg you brethren, give patient 

attention to the word of exhortation.”   
1.  What he has written is so important, that he wants them to study it carefully.  More than that, he 

begs them to do so.   
2.  We don’t often feel the importance of God’s truth as we should.  We might think about it and 

agree that it’s good and that it’s important.  But unless we sense the weightiness of it, unless we 
“feel” the importance of it for our lives, we won’t do what it says, or if we do, we will only put 
forth a half-hearted effort.  The author wants us to understand that God’s truth is important 
enough to be diligently studied and heeded.   

 
B.  And so, as we finish the book of Hebrews this evening, I want us to take one last look backward at 

the many exhortations he has given us, and I want us to carefully consider them again.  We won’t 
have time to review all of the reasons he gives for them, except by way of very brief summary.  But 
hopefully we will come back to this book frequently, to remind ourselves of what the Lord has 
shown us in its pages.   
1.  First, in chapter 2, after showing us how much better Christ is than the angels, he writes, “For 

this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it.  
For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and 
disobedience received a just recompense, how shall we escape if we neglect so great a 
salvation?” (Heb. 2:1-3).   
a.  God gave His Law through the mediation of angels on Mount Sinai.  And each time the 

people disobeyed it, He was careful to exact judgment upon them.  Now He didn’t always 
pour out His judgment upon them personally, for God had graciously given them sacrifices 
to atone for their sins, all of which sacrifices pointed of course to Christ.  But whether it was 
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personally or by way of substitution, God took His Law so seriously that “every 
transgression and disobedience received a just recompense.”   

b.  Now the author reminded us that if this was the case with the Law of Moses, how much more 
will God visit retribution upon those who disobey now, under the New Covenant.  God sent 
His Son into the world to fulfill everything the Law and the Prophets pointed to.  In His Son 
He has given to us life and immortality.  He has also given us His Spirit in greater measure to 
make us able and willing to obey.  To turn away from His commandments now is a much 
greater offense than it was then.  “How shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation?”   

c.  And so his first exhortation is the same as his last.  Let us pay much closer attention to what 
we have heard, so that we do not drift away from the truth, which we are very apt to do, and 
in doing so, drift away from God.   

 
2.  Secondly, after he reminded us of the failure of God’s people to enter into the Promised Land 

under Moses, the great Mediator of the Old Covenant, he says, “Take care, brethren, lest there 
should be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart, in falling away from the living God.  But 
encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called ‘Today,’ lest any one of you be 
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.  For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the 
beginning of our assurance firm until the end” (3:12-14).  “Therefore, let us fear lest, while a 
promise remains of entering His rest, any one of you should seem to have come short of it.  For 
indeed we have had good news preached to us, just as they also; but the word they heard did not 
profit them, because it was not united by faith in those who heard” (4:1-2).  “Therefore, let us 
fear lest, while a promise remains of entering His rest, any one of you should seem to have come 
short of it” (v. 11).   
a.  Why weren’t those led out of Egypt by Moses able to enter the Promised Land?  It was 

because they didn’t have faith.  God had told them that He would give them the land, but 
they did not believe Him.  And so He sentenced them to wander forty years in the wilderness 
until that whole generation died.   

b.  The author tells us that unless we receive the Word of God with faith, and act upon it, we too 
will fall short of entering the promised rest of God --  not the land of Canaan, but the eternal 
rest of heaven.   

c.  Therefore we ought to examine our hearts and lives to make sure that we truly believe.  How 
can we know?  We can know that we believe when we love God and persevere in the things 
He has told us to do.  If we don’t do what He tells us, we really don’t savingly believe or 
love Him.  We might think we do, but we really don’t.  Remember what we saw this 
morning, it is possible to love Christ, but not to love Him enough.   

d.  Our thoughts and affections are so often centered on the worthless things of this world.  We 
need to get them on Christ and on heaven.  We need to do so for our own sakes, and for the 
sake of our brethren, for we are also exhorted here to encourage them as well.  When was the 
last time you admonished a brother or sister to press forward to heaven, to live the life of 
faith the Lord calls us to, to persevere to the end of the race?  This is what the Lord wants us 
to consider and do.   

 
3.  Thirdly, having explained further the priestly office and work of Christ, he then rebukes his 

readers because they had not yet matured enough to receive all that he would like to tell them.  
And so he exhorts them, “Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us 
press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith 
toward God, of instruction about washings, and laying on of hands, and the resurrection of the 
dead, and eternal judgment” (6:1-2).   
a.  Notice he does not want his readers to remain ignorant, for ignorance breeds immaturity and 

immaturity hinders the work of Christ.  Instead, he wants them to press on towards maturity.  
By this time they should have been teachers, that is, they should have known how to 
admonish and encourage their brethren to press forward in the Christian life, but as it was, 
they still needed to learn the basics.   

b.  There is no advantage in remaining a spiritual baby.  A baby can’t do anything useful.  It only 
makes more work for those who need to take care of it.  The Lord exhorts us here to grow, 
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not to allow ourselves to remain the work of the church, but to become the workers, those 
who will work to help the church grow.  When we all grow to the point where we can 
admonish and exhort each other to love and good deeds, then we will begin to see the work 
of Christ being accomplished, then we will see His kingdom extended.  Let us press forward 
then to maturity, and become what Christ has called us to be.   

c.  He also points out that as we do this, we will further strengthen our assurance of being in 
Christ.  He writes, “And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to 
realize the full assurance of hope until the end, that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of 
those who through faith and patience inherit the promises” (6:11-12).   

 
4.  Fourth, the author explained the superior priesthood of Christ, according to the order of 

Melchizedek, the superiority of His sacrifice, His intercession, and that of the New Covenant 
that He brought in.  On the basis of this, he writes, “Since therefore, brethren, we have 
confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He 
inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh, and since we have a great priest over the 
house of God, let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.  Let us hold fast 
the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; and let us 
consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling 
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more, as you see the 
day drawing near” (10:19-25).   
a.  Since Christ has opened the way into heaven by His blood, we are to draw near in faith, hold 

fast the good confession of our hope, and stimulate ourselves and each other to love and 
good works.  To do this, we must not forsake our assembling together for worship, or else we 
will lack the strength and the opportunity to carry out this ministry.   

b.  We must also consider the consequences of disobedience.  Again, the author warns, “For if 
we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains 
a sacrifice for sins, but a certain terrifying expectation of judgment, and the fury of a fire 
which will consume the adversaries.  Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies 
without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.  How much severer punishment do 
you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as 
unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of 
grace?  For we know Him who said, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay.’  And again, ‘The 
Lord will judge His people.’  It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God” 
(vv. 26-31).   

c.  This sounds very much like the warning he gave us in chapter two, “For if the word spoken 
through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience received a just 
recompense, how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation?” (Heb. 2:2-3).  There 
are greater consequences in the New Covenant for apostasy than in the Old, because the Lord 
has given to us greater light.  To whom much is given, much is required (Luke 12:48).   

d.  But then there is also this encouragement, “But remember the former days, when, after being 
enlightened, you endured a great conflict of sufferings, partly, by being made a public 
spectacle through reproaches and tribulations, and partly by becoming sharers with those 
who were so treated.  For you showed sympathy to the prisoners, and accepted joyfully the 
seizure of your property, knowing that you have for yourselves a better possession and an 
abiding one.  Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.  For 
you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive 
what was promised.  For yet in a very little while, He who is coming will come, and will not 
delay.  But My righteous one shall live by faith, and if he shrinks back, My soul has no 
pleasure in him.  But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who 
have faith to the preserving of the soul” (vv. 32-39).   

e.  We must draw near to God then through Christ and persevere in doing His will no matter 
what the obstacles.  If we shrink back away from the Lord, we will be destroyed.  But if 
through faith we endure to the end, our souls will be preserved.   
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5.  Finally, the author showed us many of the Old Testament saints who endured many of these 
obstacles for the sake of Christ, and then exhorted us, “Therefore, since we have so great a cloud 
of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily 
entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on 
Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God” (12:1-2).   
a.  These examples were to encourage us that it is possible to finish the race, as well as to show 

the blessings which they received in this life and those they could expect to receive in the 
next.  We too must run the race, if we are to win the prize.  We too must lay aside our 
compromises and our besetting sins, and run with patience the race before us with our eyes 
fixed not on the world, but on Jesus, for He did the same, and has now been exalted to the 
right hand of the throne of God.   

b.  But what if while we are running, we get sidetracked and fall into the ditch of sin?  The Lord 
said that He would help us.  As a Father, He is faithful to discipline us.  And when He does, 
we must not ignore Him on the one hand, or crumble under His discipline on the other, but 
rather get our feet back onto the right path and again pursue holiness of life (vv. 12-15).  If 
we do these things, the way to heaven will be opened for us.  But if we fail, he says, we will 
not see the Lord, at least not as Father, but instead as Judge.   

c.  And so he gives to us this final exhortation, “See to it that you do not refuse Him who is 
speaking.  For if those did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, 
much less shall we escape who turn away from Him who warns from heaven.  And His voice 
shook the earth then, but now He has promised, saying, ‘Yet once more will I shake not only 
the earth, but also the heaven.’  And this expression, ‘Yet once more,’ denotes the removing 
of those things which can be shaken, as of created things, in order that those things which 
cannot be shaken may remain.  Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be 
shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with 
reverence and awe; or our God is a consuming fire” (vv. 25-29).   

 
C.  Now this is a very difficult task that the Lord has called us to, and He takes what He says very 

seriously.  Seeing that this is the case, how are we going to be able to do what He calls us to here?  
Where are we going to be able to find the strength?   
1.  We mustn’t forget that the author also wrote this book to show His readers exactly where they 

would find it.  This strength is in Christ alone.   
2.  He told them in 4:14-16, “Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the 

heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.  For we do not have a high priest 
who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we 
are, yet without sin.  Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we 
may receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of need.”   
a. Christ has not left us comfortless.  Yes, He calls us to an extraordinary life of suffering and 

self-sacrifice, but He Himself has pledged to help us and to make sure that we will arrive 
safely, if we will only do so.   

b.  This doesn’t negate all of the warnings or automatically fulfill all that we need to do, but it 
does assure us that if we will take hold of Christ and trust Him to help us, He will give us 
what we need to do what He calls us to do.   

c.  Let us place our trust in Christ then, and put our hands to the plow, for He will not fail us, but 
bring us safely to the end of our race.   

 
II.  Now I don’t want to prolong this sermon, except to comment briefly on his closing remarks.   

A.  First, if you think that this sermon is long, you need to realize that the sermon the author to the 
Hebrews wrote to his readers was twice as long, and yet he says that his writing to them was brief 
(v. 22).  The problem is really ours, not the author’s or the preacher’s if it is too long for our taste.   

B.  Second, he adds an historical comment about Timothy being released and the fact that if he comes 
soon, he will see the Hebrews along with Timothy.  This means that Timothy must have been 
arrested for some reason, probably for the Gospel, but by God’s grace was being let go.  This 
doesn’t settle the authorship of the Gospel, for there was more than one man who knew Timothy.  
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But it does tell us that faithfulness to the Lord sometimes means that we will have to spend time in 
prison.   

C.  Thirdly, the author sends his greetings to the leaders and the saints, and offers the greetings of those 
from Italy.  This doesn’t mean that the letter was written from Italy, but only that there were some 
brethren from Italy who were in the same place as the author.   

D.  And lastly, he offers a final prayer on their behalf that the grace of God would be with them all.  
Certainly they would have no hope of doing what the Lord had called them to do in his sermon 
without the blessed influences of the Spirit of God.  May the Lord also be pleased to grant us His 
grace that we too might take to heart all that we have been exhorted to do in this letter, that we 
might do it with all our strength to the end of our days, for Jesus’ sake and for His glory.  Amen.   


